Goals & Policies

Parks, Trails, & Open Space

Introduction

The Parks, Trails, and Open Space Element Goals and Policies support the City’s
commitment to developing and maintaining an exceptional park and trail
system that provides diverse recreational opportunities that support physical
and mental health in addition topreserving environmentally sensitive areas and
forested and habitat areas. The Element includes policies that provide guidance
on park maintenance, fundingstrategies, and tie-ins to the Legacy 100-Year Vision.

Additional information supporting these goals and policies can be found in Parks,
Trails, & Open Space Element Background Analysis (Volume II), which includes:

+ Inventory of the City’s parks
+ Standards for various types of parks
+ Integrated Pest Management information

+ One Percent for Art Program information
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Goals & Policies

Goal PT-1 Development and Maintenance. Maintain a high standard for
the development and maintenance of the City’s parks for both active and
passive uses.

Policy PT-1.1 Seek and encourage the development of a sustainable

funding source foracquisition developmentand-maintenanceofto

acquire, develop, and maintain recreational properties and facilities.

Policy PT-1.2 Continue efforts toward identification and acquisition
of appropriate property for development of parks and open spacethat
address the community’s needs, including acquiring and
development parks and open space where gaps exist in the current

system.
\Policy PT-1.3 Complete improvements in all parks and develop and

enforce an environmentally appropriate maintenance plan for existing and
future parks, trails, and public areas!  Commented [CL1J: This is an implementation action |

\Policy PT-1.4 Implement and monitor the necessary restoration and
preservation plans for riparian and sensitive area open spaces in the City’s
parks. {Commented [CL2]: This is an implementation action ]

\Policy PT-1.5 Assure-Ensure all park development is sensitive to adjacent
uses, with respect to impacts of traffic, noise, litter, light, and hours of
operation.‘ {Commented [CL3]: This is an implementation action ]

\Policy PT-1.6 Allimprovement, restoration, and placement of structures
in parks and the design and development of new parks and plans for

maintenance will be reviewed and approved by the Community Services
Commission.] {Commented [CL4]: This is an implementation action J
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—— See the discussion of
\Policy PT-1.7 Maintain strict adherence to Integrated Pest Management Pest Management in the

policy on all public property and roadsides.\ Parks, Trails, & Open Space
Element Background

Policy PT-1.8 Recognize-thevatue-ef-havingSupport community gathering Andlysis.
places and-supporttheircontinuingavaitabilityas valuable assets for

community members.

Policy PT-1.9 Promote parks, recreation, open spaces, and trails as

essential components to physical, mental, and emotional health and well-

being.

Goal PT-2Trails. Promote the-establishmentand maintenance of a safe,
interconnected system of trails throughout the City; recognizing thethat
serve important regional and local recreational and transportation roles

olave | by for regionatandocat bieyel | pedestri i i

Policy PT-2.1 Promete developmentand-maintenance-ofEncourage safe
walking and bicycle paths through and throughout the city.

\Policy PT-2.2 Consider utilization of undeveloped rights of way as possible
locations for foot or bike trails which connect parks, neighborhoods,
schools, recreational facilities, and access to public transportation.‘

\Policy PT-2.3 Designate “scenic routes” for bicycle and pedestrian traffic.‘

‘Policy PT-2.4 Establish signage and wayfinding standards for scenic routes.‘

Lake Forest Park 2015 Comprehensive Plan Update | Volume I: Goals and Policies 71

{Commented [CL5]: This is an implementation action J
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Parks, Trails, & Open Space

lGoal PT-3 Safe Access to Parks. Provide safe multimodal and non-
meoterized-active transportation routes to parks, trails, and-open space,
and recreational facilities-by-enhancinginfrastructure thatfacilitates
secessthreve b yualldee Bildnes apel e nsit,

‘Policy PT-3.1 Gather data using digital mapping, walkability audits, and
surveys as a basis for analyzing where city’s infrastructure hinders safe
accessto parks.‘ { Commented [CL10]: This is an implementation
Policy PT-3.2 - lo et b e e e e getion

vistbitity-and-shertenrPromote accessible routes to parks thatte meet the
needs of all residents.

Policy PT-3.3 Geerd+ﬁafe—pa#ep¥aﬂmﬁg%%h—th€~€ap+t—al—kﬁp%evemeﬂt—

Prioritize
infrastructure in the Capital Improvement Plan that improves access to
parks and open space.

Commented [CL9]: This seems consistent with CPP
DP-2, provided it applies to the UGA as well

Policy PT-3.4 Facilitate intergovernmental coordination and partnerships
between public, private, and non-profit sectors ir-erderto enhance safe-
regional access to parks.

Goal PT-4 Environmental Protection. Protect environmentally sensitive

areas, wildlife habitats, and wooded areas-te provide relief from-urban-
development.

Policy PT-4.1 insituationswhere-regulatorymeasuresarenoteffectiver
seekfundingforEncourage open space acquisition which-preservesto
conserve the city’s watersheds, environmentally sensitive areas, wildlife
corridors, fish and amphibian habitats, and wooded areas.
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Policy PT-4.2 Coordinate open space priorities with the Ervirenmentat
Quatity-Commissien-Parks and Recreation Advisory Board and community

environmental organizations.

Policy PT-4.3 Usetheciby'sparks-trailsrand-openspacestoprovide
information-andPromote educational programs about natural
systems.

Policy PT-4.4 Promote the use-ofincentivessuch-as-property-taxreductions;
conservation-easementstrustsrand-othertechnigueste-preservepreservation
of de5| rable lands for the publ|c benef|tﬂnek+r»aﬁprepﬂates+tuat+eﬂs+eﬁstdeﬁ

\Pollcy PT-4.5 Remove invasive species in parks, trails, and open spaces.]

\Policy PT-4.6 Consider implementing Require-water reuse and reclamation for irrigation and other non-potable

Commented [CL11]: This is an implementation
action

water uses.

Goal PT-5 Active Parks. Werk-ditigently-te-previde-theEncourage a variety of
recreational facilities and activities desired-by-thecity’sto serve the diverse
interests of city residents.

Policy PT-5.1 Pursue the acquisition and development of active park
facilities.

Policy PT-5.2 Engage the Youth Council in planning for active parks.
Policy PT-5.3 Werkcooperativelylncrease collaboration with

community organizations that sponsor recreational and cultural
activities to supplement recreational opportunities in the city.
Policy PT-5.4 WerkeooperativelyCoordinate with the Shoreline School

District, neighboring cities, and community agencies to help-achieve-the-full
reatization-efexpand recreational potential in Lake Forest Park.

Goal PT-6 Signage. Ensure-that adequate-and-appropriatePromote
inviting signage is-installed-and-maintainedand wayfinding in the city’s
parks and at entrances to the city.

Policy PT-6.1 Design-and-ocateallsicnsin-amannerthatassuresthey-are
visiblerinformationaland-aestheticallypleasingEncourage universal design

techniques for accessible signage.

Policy PT-6.2 Meniterall signsteassure theyandtheSupport
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maintenance of signs and surrounding plantings- to ensure

visibilityare-wet-maintained.
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Green infrastructureis the
natural life support system
of theliving landscape—a
strategically planned
andmanagednetwork
ofwilderness, parks, and
greenways;conservation
easements; andlands
with conservation value
thatsupportnative
species, natural ecological
processes, and airand
water resources.

Coo DT i o e Continue to-develop-and-expand publicaceess
toeEncourage inclusive representation in art and cultural heritage for public
places.

Policy PT-7.1 Support visual and performing arts in the community and
promote art education and participation.

\Policy PT-7.2 Pursue grants which could provide for placement of public
artin Lake Forest Parkﬁ

Policy PT-7.3 Encourage private and corporate support of the arts.

\Policy PT-7.4 Develop and regularly update the Public Arts Plan, maintain
a publicly available list of the City’s public art, and incorporate policies and
procedures related to the maintenance of public art and the One Percent for
Art Program.‘

Goal PT-8 Building Community-Engagement. Encourage community
engagementFacilitate inclusive involvement in community activities.

Policy PT-8.1 Create and promote volunteer opportunities in the City’s
parks and recreational programs.

Policy PT-8.2 Encourage and promote accessibility for community-wide events.

Policy PT-8.3 Encourage Support community inputcollaboration in the
planning and program development process of parks projects.

Policy PT-8.4 Maintain park spaces for use as staging areas for disaster
response.

Goal PT-9 Legacy 100-Year Vision Implementation. Utitize-the-detailed-

set-of implementationstrategiesfound-inthe Legaey Vision-te-sSupport
a-Ggreen linfrastructure-based in the capital improvement program.

Policy PT-9.2-1 +éeﬁﬂﬁy—and—aeqwre—appfe1%+a%e—p1=epeﬁy—€er—ﬁ&&we

parkfaeilities;with-Support expansion of existing and new parks and
active parks, especially in or adjacent to centersaw%w%.]

Pollcy PT-9.3-2 Geﬂstée#the—ereaﬂe&e#a«#edieated—eamta#uﬂd%e

WmﬁExplore opportunltles to fund property acqulsmons for Legacy

pro ect§].

Policy PT-9.4-3 -Consider initiating a parks bond and/or the creation
of a parks district for park acquisition, restoration, improvement,and
maintenance.
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\Pollcy PT-9.5-4 Where appropriate; fReguire-thatConsider using pervious ‘

surfaces and low impact development features be-tsed-in park development

and restoratlon.] Commented [CL17]: This is an implementation }
Policy PT-9.6-5 Utilize conservation easements or other means to expand ’ action

wildlife corridors, to daylight creeks, and to develop creek-side.

Policy PT-9.7-6 Provideforincreased|ncrease public access to Lake Washington.

Policy PT-9.8-7 Develop community gardens.

PPolicy PT-9.8 Prioritize green infrastructure in historically underinvested neighborhoods {Commented [CL18]: Consistent with CPP DP-43 ]

Policy PT-5.8 Inst EE.EEEE o sy o EgFEE.E 'gEEEEEEE SaccessbE

\Goal PT-10 Equity. Promote equitable access to parks, trails, and open spaces.\

Commented [CL19]: Consistent with VISION 2050
MP-En-15 and CPP EN-22

Policy PT-910.1 BetermineareasefneedPrioritize hlstorlcally underserved communities for parks, trails

and oen sace im rovements and mvestments a

Policy PT-10.2 EnsurePlan for a system of thatparks, trails, and
gathering spaces that are accessible within a five-minute walkshed of the
city’s diverse residents.
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Background Analysis

Parks, Trails, & Open Space

Introduction

Fhough-Lake Forest Park’s larpelots-and-extensive-tree-canopy-pivetheeiby-a-
park-tike-quality;there-arehas alse-a-numberofseveralmany designated parks,
open spaces, and recreational facilities within the community. These spaces
allow for both passive and active recreation. t+-Lake Forest Park has trails for
hiking and rolling, playgrounds, recreational facilities, and views-ene-can-ge-ona
majestic MtMount RairerRainieracresstake Washington. These parks and open
spaces are an-assets to the community that provides enjeyment;physical and
mental health benefits and promote social capital;and-inereased-property-
watues, The City intends to increase both the quality and quantity of parks and
open space avaitable-accessible to the community.

This background analysis contains information that was used in developing the
update of the goals and polices in the Parks, Trails, & Open Space Element ofthe
Comprehensive Plan including:

+ Planning Context

« Inventory of Parks and Recreation Facilities
+ Park Standards

+ Integrated Pest Management

+ The ©nePercent for Art Program
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Planning Context

Lake Forest Park Legacy 100-Year Vision

The primary purpose of the Legacy 100-Year Vision is to promote the enhancement
of the City’s green infrastructure over the next century. A robust system of green
infrastructure is made up of several “hubs,” such as parks, natural areas, and other
open spaces, and connected by “links,”; such as greenways and trails. The Vision,
which was the subject of extensive community involvement, identifies-identified
several projects thatcoutd-be-undertakento-worktowards thisidealfor the future.
The Viston-infermsand-suppeortsthegoalsandstrategiesof-the-Parks, Trails, &
Open Space Element of the Comprehensive Plan contains-and-the Planinturahas
a-pumber-of policies that work to implement the recommendations of the 100-Year
Vision.

Inventory of Parks and Recreation Facilities

Table 11.36 lists the parks and recreation facilities in Lake Forest Park. Figure 11.30
on page 182 shows the location of these facilities.

Park Standards

Table 11.36 uses the following standards to classify parks.

Mini Park

Passive recreation or specialized facilities that serve a concentrated or limited
population or a specific group such as children or seniors. These facilities have
minimal improvements.

Neighborhood Park

Designed to serve the immediate surrounding residential population or
employment base. Often includes areas for active recreation such as ball fields,
courts, and passive recreation.

Lake Forest Park 2015 Comprehensive Plan Update | Volume II: Background Analysis 179



Parks, Trails, & Open Space Background Analysis

Table 11§36 Inventory of parks and recreation facilities in Lake Forest Park

Active/
Facility Name Ownership Size (Acres) Facilities Passive Classification
Pfingst Animal Cit 39 Picnic Area, Walking Trail, Children's Passi Community
Acres Park Y : Garden, Public Art, Viewing Deck, Parking 2SR e Park
Eagle Scout Park City 0.25 Sitting Area Passive Con;r:rlf(mty
5 Sitting Area, Natural Area, Stream . .
Blue Heron Park City 0.5 Side, Bridge with Public Art, Parking Passive Mini Park
q q q . Natural Play Area, Boardwalk, . Community
Whispering Willow Park City 0.62 Sitting Area, Wetland, Parking Passive Park
q q 5 Playground, Play Field, Tennis Court, Half . Community
Horizon View Park gy 84 Basketball Court, Walking Trail, Parking A Park
Lake Forest Park . Boating, Picnic Area, Playground, .
Civic Club PR L3 Restrooms, Swimming Beach, Parking Actiie
Sheridan Beach Club Private 0.74 Boating, Pool, Playground, Cabana Active
Lake Forest Park Shoreline 1 Playfield, Basketball, Tennis Acti Neighborhood
Elementary School School District Courts, Playground, Parking CULS Park
Brookside Shoreline 1 Playfield, Basketball Court, Acti Neighborhood
Elementary School School District Playground, Parking CIE Park
Burke-Gilman Trail King County 26[mij(2:1 Bicycling, Walking, Jogging and Skating Active ol Y
mi. in City) Park
A . Food, Entertainment, Meeting .
Third Place Commons Private 20,000 ft? Space, Play Area, Stage Passive
Lyon Creek Waterfront Git 0.89 Waterfront Access, Trail, Passi Community
Preserve sy ) Picnic Area, Sitting, Dock e Park
. Walking Trails, Environmental . Community
Grace Cole Nature Park City 6 Education, Ponds/Wetland Passive Park
. Walking, Jogging, ADA access, . Neighborhood
Southern Gateway Park City 0.45 Sitting Areas, Transit Access Active Park
Lakefront Park City 191 D) TBD 103
Culver Property City 0.45 Undeveloped Open space NA
Baird Property City 2.68 Undeveloped Open space NA
Briarcrest Property City 1.45 Undeveloped Open space NA
Perkins Way Property City 0.86 Undeveloped Open space NA

Source: City of Lake Forest Park, 2015.
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Figure 11430 Location of parks and open space in Lake Forest Park
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Community Park

Designed to serve the surrounding community (several neighborhoods). May
contain special amenities attractive to visitors throughout the area.

Active Park

An active park is a public area designed as a park which afferds-provides
facilities and/-or equipment for exercise or play. It can also have elements of a
nature park or green space-butstiltretains-elementsforactivities.

Passive Park

A passive park is a public area designated as a park but does not afferd-contain
any facilities or equipment for exercise or play, i.e., a nature park or green space. It
can have benches or trails but is not eenducive-intended for any active uses, such

as sports-erplay.

Integrated Pest Management

Integrated Pest Management (IPM) involves dealing with pestsin an
environmentally sensitive way. Rather than aim-aiming for the total elimination
of pests, IPM’s goal is to keep pests at an acceptable level that minimizes damage
to plants. According to the Pacific Northwest Landscape IPM Manual, use-ef these
techniques can reduce pesticide use by at least half without affecting the quality
of plants. Guided by programs set in place by Seattle Tilth, the City of Lake Forest
Park strives to use IPM in caring for its parks and other open spaces.

Percent for Art Program

Percent for Art programs exist in public agencies all over the country. These
programs stipulate that a percentage of project costs from certain types of
projects must be used for public art. For instaneeover four decades, King
County has required +%one percent of the cost of certain capital improvement
projects te-go-towards-be set aside for art-foreverfourdecades. Lake Forest
Park currently does not have such a program or requirement in its code.
Instituting a Percent for Art requirement in Lake Forest Park would increase the
amount of art in public parks, enhancing-enhance their aesthetic qualities,

and drawing-more-peopleto-visitthemattract more visitors.
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