














2021 Washington State Energy Code (WSEC} Residential 
Significant Changes: Additional Energy Effidency Requirements 

'BEGINNING JULY 1, 2023 

The Additional Energy Efficiency Requirements s�ction of the energy code (WSEC Section 
R406) goes beyond the base (prescriptive)·code requirements and sets a minimum numb�r of 
credits projec�s must achieve based ·on the project-size. This section of ttie code is riot new, 
however multiple 9hanges are rnade to this section in 111e 2021 WSEC . 

. Changes to·required credit values (Section R406.3): 
• Addnions with a cumulative total of less than 150

square feet of e9�ditioned fl�r area are nO\v+ exempt
from obtaining additionaLenergy efficiency credits

• Minimum credit values required adjusted for most
project types, based on '3djustments made in the base
code language

Once the required number of credits is detem1ined for a 
project, the home's heating system type is given positive or negative credits in the Fuel 
Normalization T.abte (Table R06.2). Credits are awarded to create a base equalization between 
fuels used to define u,e equivalent carbon emissions of the heating system types, 
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Changes to heating system types (Table R406.2): 
• Supplemental heating type is now considered 
• Credits adjusted for most heating system types
After U1e heating. system is evaluated, then the project 
must select options from a menu that includ,es seven 
categories and'incorporate those energy efficient 
elements ·1nto the. project design. The seven categories 
remain the same, though options within the categories 
are modified. 

Change to the options menu fTa.ble R406:3):. 
• Options extensively rev.ised to re.fleet changes in base code
• Eaci1 0.5 credit ls equivalent to a 600 k.Wt1 energy savit19s
• Some options we,re· eliminated due to the fact they are now a

part of the base code requirements
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