
Building Bicycle Tourism 
with the U.S. Bicycle Route System



• Growing national network of numbered and signed 
bicycle routes

• Officially approved by state transportation agencies 
and AASHTO 

• Coordinated by Adventure Cycling Association

The U.S. Bicycle Route System



• Non-Profit Mission: To inspire, empower, and 
connect people to travel by bike

– 50K mile route network + maps + organized tours

– Adventure Cyclist magazine 

– National advocacy

• 53,000 members

• Adventure Cycling Route Network provided a 
blueprint for the first U.S. Bicycle Routes

• Adventure Cycling is the technical support 
organization to AASHTO for the USBRS



• 1982: First routes designated

• 2004: Project restarted & task force created

• 2005: Adventure Cycling pledged staff support

• 2008: AASHTO approved process & corridor plan

• 2011: First new route designated since 1982

The U.S. Bicycle Route System



Currently: 17,700 miles in 31 states + DC

50,000+ miles when complete
Note: dashed lines just general guidance for where a route could be designated. 



• USBR 1 & USBR 90
– Designated in 2014, all on state highways

– Currently realignment projects underway to move to quieter 
streets and roads

• USBR 15 
– North segment designated 2018, connects to USBR 15 in GA

– 14 miles from Georgia to Madison, FL – 92 miles in GA

– Proposal to extend from Madison to Miami (496 additional 
miles)

Development of U.S. Bicycle Routes in FL



• 19 “road owners” for USBR 15 extension, 7 already signed on

• Resolution or letter of support to FDOT signifies support

• Adventure Cycling volunteers doing local agency outreach

Jurisdictional support required



USBR 15 in Levy County
https://ridewithgps.com/routes/34634828



The draft route uses Nature Coast State 

Trail onto US 19, then

• SE County Rd. 336

• SW County Rd. 336

• Then onto Co. Rd. 40 in Marion County

Any changes agreed with Levy County will 

be reflected in the map.  The map link will 

stay the same.

Proposed route in Levy County



Local agencies have the final say so when they request a 
change to the route, it is accepted/negotiated.

Local route input expected



• Improved routes for bicycle travelers

• Positive health/environmental impacts

• Economic development via bicycle tourism for 
smaller communities

Benefits of the USBR designation



Kerry Irons

USBR volunteer coordinator

Adventure Cycling Association

irons54vortex@gmail.com

989-513-7871 or 616-298-7883

Jennifer Hamelman

USBR Program Manager

Adventure Cycling Association

jhamelman@adventurecycling.org

800-755-2453 or 503 867-5726
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