="'.'\ ¥ Y

‘ A \' ,?'('"T'»' \“\J" s .,,‘ ] 1 v;'jv L!"i:“'"{l‘ iC D( f'

2ND STREET CAFE l AKINS BBQ | AMERICAN GRACE CAFE | DEB'S DELI | COTTAGE CAFE

CROFTS SEAFOOD TRUNK & TAKEOUT | CYPRESS INN RESTAURANT | EIDDLER'S RESTAURANT & RESORT
GREEN BARN PRIME | JANA LOU'S SEAFOOD | KATHI'S KRABS | MCDAVID'S CAFE | OFF THE BEET

OLD MEXICO | PUTNAM LODGE 1927 STEAKHOUSE | RAE'S COFFEE QLUB | RIVERSDE SPRITS & WINE SHOPPE
ROY'S RESTAURANT | SALT CREEK RESTAURANT | SKULLYZ BBQ | STONEY'S PIZZA AND WINGS
STEAMERS | SUNSET SEAFOOD BAR & GRILL | SUWANNEE BELLE LANDING | THE LITTLE CAFE
MOFWEDMRI TFETEAROOMATFDDLERSRESORH VARGO'S PZZARRIA | WAmsmGERBWJRANr
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A Special Publication From The Hidden Coast Magazine

In Print & Online
www.thehiddencoastmag.com




LEVY COUNTY

Gonr Cublnary Adyenture Apirte.

BRONSON
BrAack PRONG WHISKEY BAR & GRILL
BOURBON VANILLA BAKERY
GaLLOPING GOURMET AT BLACK PRONG
GRANDMA’S HIDEAWAY
HunGgrY Howig's P1zza & Suss
JuLIE’s DINER
Los Avina
SHAKERS DRIVE-THRU
SUBWAY
CEDAR KEY
1842 THE Da1Ly GRIND (CORFEE SHOP)
2ND STREET CAFE/STEAMERS CLAM BAR & GRILL
ANNIE's CAFE
CEDAR KEY ISLAND BAKERY
CeDAR KEY P1zZA & SUBS
FIsHBONZ ON 3RD
IsLAND HOTEL RESTAURANT
JayBIRD’S CHICKEN & Dock STREET Dips ICE CREAM
Stp & SEA CEDAR KEY
SLAUGHTERHOUSE SEAFOOD RESTAURANT AND FISH MARKET
Tipsy Cow BAR & GRILL
Kiss CoreEg, LLC
THE PricKLY PALM
CHIEFLAND
ABC P1z2zA & GREEK RESTAURANT
Bap To THE BoNE BBQ AND DELI
Bar-B-Q BILL's
Beer O" BRADY'S
BETT s BiG T RESTAURANT
BuBBAQUES
CHIEFLAND BILLIARDS AND SPORTS BAR
CHINA 1
Mvya's NoopLe House
Errianos COFEEE
HupbpLE House
LitTLE CAESARS P1zza
Los AvINA MEXICAN RESTAURANT
P1zza Hut
Q.5 Pro
QUINCEY’s BURGERS & BRISKET
RaLPH's BURGER HOUSE
ROSIE’S ON MAIN
SuBwAY
SwEET CREAMERY
THE VINE AND BRANCH DELI
TREASURE CAMP RESTAURANT
ViEjO AMIGO
Harpy FRAPPE
FANNING SPRINGS
CHOMPERS DINER
INGLIS
DRIFTWOOD BAR & GRILL
LorLiPops CAFE & BAKERY AT NATURE COAST INN
MaIN DEck AND GALLEY
MAMA SALLY’S
SPRINKLES I[CE CREAM SHOP
Wise Guys DeL1 & COFFEE SHOP
Brooxs Docksipe Foop TRUCK
MORRISTON
WILLARD’S RESTAURANT AND LOUNGE
WILLISTON
CaFE TROLLEY DELI & DAWGS
Casa Cruz
CHINA House
DoMINO’s Przza
FLAMINGO FREEZE
FroOG's BARBEQUE Pabp
Ivy House RESTAURANT — CLOSED FOR RENOVATION
Pizza Hut
PypeR KuB RESTAURANT
SAD DONKEY COFFEE
SHOGUN JAPANESE STEAKHOUSE
SISTER’S PLACE
THE CHOCOLATE STATION
YANKEETOWN

BLACKWATER GRILL

Tn Levy County!
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Blackwater Grill
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. FAMILY FRIENDLY www.oldfloridafishcampck.com
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S AW OPENS D K Opening October 1,
SDAY-SUNDAY Newly renovated
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S wEDN ¥
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ESDAYSUN

. 7‘&,, ’- S—— waterfront cabins, kayak launch, h
Ry All amenities included with your stay!
o Kayaks§PaddleBoards

¢ Beach Cruiser Bicycles
o Golf Cart
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202 ISTH ST. STEINHATCHEE:FL 352-498-0605
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LAID BACK IN LEVY

www.VisitLevy.com

@visitlevycounty  § @levycountyvisitorsbureau
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.~ Manatee Springs State Park
5 - -

10« For advetising information call 386-719-1354 r efnailsales@nfmservice.com
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THE HIDDEN COAST’S MONTHLY TAB ON FISHING & OUTDOOR RECREATION

Taylor « Dixie « Levy « Citrus « Hernando « Pasco « Hillsborough « Pinellas » Manatee « Franklin « Bay




. Levy County Visitors Bureau
VisitLevy.com

Photos by: Highway 40 Boat Ramp-Shore Builders, Airboat-Bonish Photography & Big Dock-Living Cedar Key

ATTENTION ALL REAL ESTATE OFFICES!
SUMMER IS COMING! FISHING = = | b/

A PERFECT TIME TO TRY THE NEW CLASSIFIED -LOWDOWN | | LINES

_s_sa.gii%ss“ﬁa.sﬁsg —
— O e s o S
MONTHLY CLASSIFIEDS FrROM AROQUND THE HippeEN CoAST REGION

PAGES IN OUR FISHING LOWDOWN PUBLICATION! e




@ Zane Trace @ Zillah Teapot Dome @ Zuni Pueblo
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ZERO MILE MARKERS

| @ The Points Where Everything Begins
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Escape to a region filled with quaint
downtowns, historic sites, picturesque trails
and unforgettable experiences.

www.tbredcountry.org For move mfo
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[ www.escapetothesoutheast.com l >
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Scenic beauty, wildlife and outdoor recreational
opportunities make Levy County
the perfect destination.
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Levy County Visitors Bureau
VisitLevy.com

Photos by: Highway 40 Boat Ramp-Shore Builders, Airboat-Bonish Photography & Big Dock-Living Cedar Key
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NV HWY 19 Cross City, 32628
' (352) 440-0414

QUICKLY APPROACHING ITS IOOTH ANNIVERSARY AS IT
CONTINUES ITS LEGACY INTO THE NEXT CENTURY.

SEE PAGES 6-7!
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4 beds 2 baths

- 15 minutes to Crystal River where you can swim with the manatees.
10 miles from Rainbow River in Dunnellon.

You can find us on Airbnb and VRBO

o

TRI COUNTY
TESTING, INC.
DOT Physicals

NON DOT Physical

Drug Screening for Individuals
, Court Ordered
Pre-Employment
Random & etc.

>

Alcohol Testing
Breathalyzer, Urine and hair follicle

DNA Testing Available

USCG Drug Screening

Please call Tina Thomas for appointments
(352) 221-8387
Licensed & Ingured

LAID BACK IN LEVY

www.VisitLevy.com

@visitlevycounty

Devil’s Den

S Sags
10« For advertising information call 386-719-1354 oremallsales@nfmserwce com

§ @levycountyvisitorsbureau
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Tips & Travel Info:
including updated full
color maps and GPS
coordinates

listing updates

New! Wildsam field
notes added to states
& provinces
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See map pages 162, 163, 164 FLORIDA 167
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i d 4 Sunset in Cedar Key, a small community that erbraces its “olid Florida” labst. Getty Images.

of Barefoot Beach Preserve, or lose

0.Dog- themselves in the tranquil trails of
: toward Lover’s Key State Park.
can play
Prime Punta Gorda
; Punta Gorda offers a compelling
mix of resilience and recreation.
" Rebuilt after Hurricane Charley, the
~ town boasts scenic Harborwalk,
 trails ;

~ charming Fisherman’s Village, and a
ies of vibrant murals celebrating
cal heritage. Its waterfront parks
galleries invite exploration, and
local farmer's markets, seafood

s and
etarium
. Prefer
e

der the tivals, and art shows keep the
s the t unity buzzing year-round.

fight into

vy County/

edar Key

Levy County — pronounced “Lee-

8" by the {ocals — Florida’s wild

818 alive and well. Nestled along
State’s Gulf Coast, this unspoiled
18r of north Florida is affectionately
"N as the Nature Coast, and it lives
Othe name. Nearly 20 percent of
nd here is protected, with dense
*%: Quiet marshes, and sweeping
Hhills giving way to more than two
hature-based adventure spots.
"8 you come to truly unplug—
=t0Nnect with the world as it

W

001 Adiventure Around
YBeng

gn {ewel of Levy County’s
SIS Goethe State Forest,
across 53,000 acres in the
& <N part of the county. This
C Florida horse country —
“Ucky Derby winner Foolish

Pleasure hailed from here — and the
Black Prong Equestrian Center serves
as the launch point for more than

150 miles of scenic horseback trails.
Riders meander through whispering
flatwoods, splash through swamps,
and breathe in the earthy, pine-
scented air.

Spring into Adventure

But the adventures don’t stop on land.
Beneath the surface, some of Florida’s
most captivating freshwater springs
lie hidden within the Suwannee

River Basin. At Devil’s Den Spring,
divers descend into a prehistoric

=
o
Y

>
o
Boating, Fishing, Kayaking

underground chamber filled with
crystal-clear water and natural light
shafts. Nearby, the Blue Grotto lures
divers into its sprawling limestone
cavern, while those looking to stay
closer to the surface can snorkel at
Manatee Springs and Fanning Springs
state parks, where the water is a
refreshing 72 degrees year-round.

Paddle into the Wild

To truly experience the Nature Coast,
take to the water. Canoes, kayaks,
and small boats are the only way into
the pristine heart of Waccasassa

Bay Preserve State Park, a remote
sanctuary on the Gulf. Or launch from
Henry Beck Park onto the Wekiva River,
where one of Florida’s last untouched
river systems gently flows through a
State Canoe Trail. The only sounds
you'll hear? The call of osprey, the
rustle of palmettos, and your paddie
dipping into tranquil and glassy water.

+ Tiki Bar at Harbor Walk located on the Peace
River in Punta Gorda. Getty Images.

s i

goodsam
Top Rated
2026

PAZR OF THEYZAR
RWIRD WINNER.
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239.543.3330
www.upriver.com
17021 Upriver Dr.
N. Ft. Myers, FL 33917

See fsting Fort Myers, FL
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Florida Still Lives
inty’s COZY, character-rich
& seems to sioW down
for you t0 soak it al.l in.
where peanut farming
eme, residents celebratg
d crop every October with
ol Florida Peanut Festival—
ith roasted, boiled, and
! goobers. Not far from town,
akes Woods and Gardens
< a former lime rock quarry
oming paradise of waterfalls,
, and more than 50
gardens.

Keys to Wilderness

o west, a string of 13 islands

s up the Cedar Keys National

life Refuge — and at the heart

lies the quaint village of Cedar
here history runs deep and the

food is unforgettable. The town’s

ts stretch back to a 19th-century

ny fort, and the Seahorse Key

hthouse, perched atop the highest

tural point on Florida’s Gulf Coast, still

ands as a sentinel of a bygone era.

dar Key once boomed as the

ern terminus of Florida’s first
ss-state railroad. But its fortunes
ged in 1994, when the state

ned net fishing. The resilient locals

reinvented their coastal livelihoods
and turned to clam farming — and
today, Cedar Key is the clam capital of
the United States. You can taste that
salty-sweet success in every bowl of
chowder at Steamers.

Go Fish

Want to reel in your own dinner? Cast
a line from the Cedar Key Fishing Pier
on Dock Street, then bring your catch
to a nearby restaurant where they’ll
cook it up just the way you like it.

Stories Etched in Time

You'll find layers of Florida history
tucked into every corner of Cedar Key.
At the Cedar Key Historical Society
Museum, discover how the town
evolved from a vital 1800s Gulf port
into today’s artsy fishing village. The
Cedar Key State Museum features
local artifacts and seashells curated
by early resident Saint Clair Whitman,
lovingly preserved in his original
1880s home.

Mounds of History

Travel back even further in time at

the Shell Mound Unit in the Lower
Suwannee National Wildlife Refuge.
Here, a towering midden of discarded
shells — built by the Eastern Woodland
Indians over centuries — chronicles
people who fived in rhythm with the
tides for more than a thousand years.

Madison County

Get ready to uncover a part of Florida
that moves at a more relaxed pace.
Madison County, situated near the
Fiorida-Georgia border, about an hour
east of Tallahassee, opens the door
to quiet country roads, clear natural
springs, and wild rivers. It’s also a
place that genuinely recaptures the
nostalgia of vintage Florida, where
small-town charm and historical sites
provide a detour to simpler and more
laid-back era.

Premier Natural Spring

Located off the banks of the
Withlacoochee River North, Madison
Blue Spring State Park is home to a
crystal-clear freshwater spring that
USA Today recognized as the country’s
top swimming hole. The blue spring is
surrounded by lush forest and features
a shallow spring run that flows down
150 feet to the Withlacoochee River.
Spend your day swimming, snorkeling,
or simply relaxing in the shade of
overhanging oak trees by the
glistening pool. If you're feeling
adventurous, consider a cave diving
excursion. Cave divers across the
globe come to the park to go deep
and explore the spring’s extensive
cave system, consisting of over
26,000 feet of underwater passages.
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March 2026 | » e The Last of Old Florida

Old Florida Celebratlon of the Arts
April 11 & 12,2026
- Cedar Key, FL
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| Located in Citrus Springs Flonda
| 4 beds 2 baths

15 minutes to Crystal River where you can swim with the manatees.
10 miles from Rainbow River in Dunnellon.

i , You can findlus on Airbnb and VRBO
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Manatee Sprmgs State Parktg
e

& - LAID BACK IN LEVY

www.VisitLevy.com
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Inshoreredfish.co

captain BobbL Brady
Steinhatchee, FL | 352-318-2429 | inshoreredfish.com

‘Levy County Visitors Bureau
~VisitLevy.com

Photoes by: Highway 40 Boat Ramp-Shore Builders, Airboat-Bonish Photography & Big Dock-Living Cedar Key
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e tasteofthesouthmagazine .

6 tasteofthesouthmagazine Laid-back in Levy
County, Florida '  Discover Blackwater Grill,
a hidden gem in Yankeetown, where fresh
grouper, shrimp, and prime beef pair perfectly
with breathtaking views of the Withlacoochee
River. \ @ Savor sunsets, embrace refined
relaxation, and experience endless horizons
along Florida's Nature Coast. Come for the Gulf

|

Coast living, leave your cares miles away! &2

? Learn more: https://www.visitlevy.com/
@visitlevycounty

#TasteoftheSouth #NatureCoast
#FloridaHiddenGems #GulfCoastLiving
#Sponsored

Tw

@ miss_pam_ssi Went to Blackwater recently
«»  and ordered Tuna taco's. #delicious
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@ Add a comment..




To: @ Jacob Carey

In Paid Partnership with Levy County Visitors Bureau
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