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ORDINANCE 
NUMBER 2021-003 

AN ORDINANCE OF LEVY COUNTY, FLORIDA, 
PROVIDING THAT THE LEVY COUNTY CODE BE 
AMENDED BY AMENDING ARTICLE II, CHAPTER 70 OF 
SUCH CODE RELATING TO THE HOUSING INITIATIVES 
PARTNERSHIP AND AFFORDABLE HOUSING; 
PROVIDING FOR DEFINITIONS; PROVIDING FOR 
CREATION OF THE LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE 
TRUST FUND; PROVIDING FOR THE LOCAL HOUSING 
PARTNERSHIP; PROVIDING FOR THE LOCAL HOUSING 
ASSISTANCE PLAN; PROVIDING FOR ADMINISTRATION 
OF THE LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PLAN AND 
LOCAL HOUSING DISTRIBU1"IONS CONTAINED IN THE 
LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE TRUST FUND; 
PROVIDING FOR CREATION OF THE AFFORDABLE 
HOUSING ADVISORY COMMITTEE; PROVIDING FOR 
CONFLICTS; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; 
PROVIDING A REPEALING CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING 
AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

RECITALS 

30 WHEREAS, on April 20, 1993, the Board of County Commissioners of Levy 

31 County, Florida ("the Board"). adopted Ordinance 93-3. codified in the Levy County 

32 Code as Article II. Chapter 70; and 

33 WHEREAS, the Board desires to amend Article II, Chapter 70 of the Levy County 

34 Code to update and implement regulations and procedures related to the State Housing 

35 Initiatives Partnership ("SHIP") and the County's implementation and operation of its 

36 SHIP program and affordable housing programs and incentives; and 

37 WHEREAS, the Board finds that affordable housing is most effectively provided 

38 by combining available resources to conserve and improve existing housing and provide 

39 new housing for very-low-income households, low-income households, and moderate-

40 income households; and 



41 WHEREAS, the Board finds that encouragement of partnerships with public and 

42 private sectors will help reduce the costs of housing by effectively combining all 

43 available resources and cost-saving measures to achieve affordable housing goals; and 

44 WHEREAS, the Board desires to achieve this combination of resources by 

45 encouraging and utilizing active partnerships with other government entities, lenders, 

46 builders and developers, real estate professionals, advocates for low-income persons, 

47 and community groups to produce affordable housing and provide related services; and 

48 WHEREAS, the Board desires to use local housing distributions from the State 

49 Housing Initiatives Partnership program contained in sections 420.907 through 

50 420.9079, Fla. Stat., as part of its strategies for providing an adequate supply of safe 

51 and affordable housing to meet the current and projected affordable housing needs of 

52 the County; and 

53 WHEREAS, as reflected in the Levy County Comprehensive Plan, the Board 

54 desires to implement the guidelines contained in the State Housing Initiatives 

55 Partnership program to improve the options for affordable housing for very-low-income, 

56 low-income, moderate-income, and special needs households; and 

57 WHEREAS, also as reflected in the Levy County Comprehensive Plan, the Board 

58 desires to utilize an affordable housing advisory committee to address a variety of 

59 issues related to affordable housing and assist in the development of affordable housing 

60 programs to address the County's affordable housing needs; and 

61 WHEREAS, the current Levy County Code provisions regarding affordable 

62 housing partnerships, the local housing assistance trust "fund, the local housing 

63 assistance plan, the administration of such trust fund and plan, and the affordable 

64 housing advisory committee, all require updating and revision in order to reflect the 

65 current status of the state laws and regulations related thereto, and in order to meet 

66 current and projected needs for affordable housing and other services in the County; 

67 BE IT ORDAINED, by the Board of County Commissioners of Levy County, 

68 Florida: 

69 Section 1. Amendment of Article II, Chapter 70. Article II, Chapter 70, Levy 

70 County Code, is hereby amended to read as follows (deletions shown as strieken 

71 through, additions shown as underlined): 
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72 

73 ARTICLE II. HOUSING INITIATIVES PARTNERSHIP 

74 Sec. 70-31. Definitions. 

75 The following words, terms and phrases when used in this article, shall have the 
76 meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a 
77 different meaning: 

78 Adjusted for family size means adjusted in a manner that results in an income 
79 eligibility level that is lower for households having fewer than four people, or higher for 
80 households having more than four people, than the base income eligibility determined 
81 as provided in the definition of low income person or household, moderate-income 
82 person or household. or very-low income person or household, based upon a formula 
83 established by the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development. 

84 Admirlistratitte expenses mesns those expenses directly relsted to implementstion 
85 of the locsl housing sssistsnce plsn snd local housing assistance program snd shall not 
86 include the reimbursement of costs which were previously borne by snother funding 
87 source which could continue to be svailable at the time the local housing assistance 
88 plan is submitted. 

89 Affordable means that monthly rents or monthly mortgage payments including taxes 
90 and insurance do not exceed 30 percent of that amount which represents the 
91 percentage of the median annual gross income for the households as indicated in the 
92 definition of low income person or household, moderate-income person or household. or 
93 very-low income person or household. However, it is not the intent to limit an individual 
94 household's ability to devote more than 30 percent of its income for housing, and 
95 housing for which a household devotes more than 30 percent of its income shall be 
96 deemed affordable if the first institutional mortgage lender is satisfied that the household 
97 can afford mortgage payments in excess of the 30 percent benchmark. The term also 
98 includes housing provided by a not-for-profit corporation that derives at least 75 percent 
99 of its annual revenues from contracts or services provide to a state or federal agency for 

100 low-income persons and low-income households; that provides supportive housing for 
101 persons who suffer from mental health issues. substance abuse, or domestic violence: 
102 and that provides on-premises social and community support services relating to job 
103 training, life skills training, alcohol and substance abuse disorder, child care, and client 
104 case management. 

105 Affordable housing advisory committee means the committee appointed by the 
106 board for the purpose of recommending specific initiatives and incentives to encourage 
107 orfacilitate affordable housing as provided in s. 420.9076, Fla. Stat.. as amended. 

108 Annual gross income means annual income as defined under the section 8 housing 
109 assistance payments programs in 24 C.!.F .!.R. Part 5; annual income as reported under 
110 the census long form for the recent available decennial census; or adjusted gross 
111 income as defined for purposes of reporting under Internal Revenue Service Form 1040 
112 for individual federal annual income tax purposes or as defined by standard practices 
113 used in the lending industry as detailed in the local housing assistance plan and 
114 approved by the corporation. The county shall calculate income by projecting the 
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115 pre't;'ailing annual rate of income for all adults in annualizing verified sources of income 
116 for the household as the amount of income to be received in a household during the 12 
117 months following the effective date of the determination. 

118 Assisted housing or assisted housing development means a rental housing 
119 development. including rental housing in a mixed-use development. that received or 
120 currently receives funding from any federal or state housing program. 

121 Award means a loan, grant, or subsidy funded wholly or partially by the local 
122 housing assistance trust fund. 

123 Community-based organization means a nonprofit organization that has among its 
124 purposes the provision of affordable housing to persons who have special needs or 
125 have very low income, low income, or moderate income within a deSignated area, which 
126 may include a municipality, a county. or more than one municipality or county, and 
127 maintains, through a minimum of one-third representation on the organization's 
128 governing board, accountability to housing program beneficiaries and residents of the 
129 designated area. A community housing development organization established pursuant 
130 to 24 C.:.F .:.R.._§." 92.2 and a community development corporation created pursuant to F:&. 
131 eft:- chapter 290, Fla. Stat.. are examples of community-based organizations. 

132 Corporation means the Florida Housing Finance Corporation created pursuant to 
133 Chapter 420, Part V, Fla. Stat.. as the same may be amended. 

134 Corporation rule means the administrative rules implemented pursuant to the SHIP 
135 Act contained in Chapter 67-37, Florida Administrative Code, as the same may be 
136 amended. 

137 Eligible housing means any real and personal property located within the county Of 

138 the eligible municipality which is designed and intended for the primary purpose of 
139 providing decent, safe, and sanitary residential units that are designed to meet the 
140 standards of the Florida Building Code or previous building codes adopted under 
141 chapter r,s. ch. 553, Fla. Stat.. or manufactured housing constructed after June 1994 
142 and installed in accordance with the installation standards for mobile or manufactured 
143 homes contained in the rules of the State of Florida Department of Highway Safety and 
144 Motor Vehicles, for home ownership or rental for eligible persons as designated by the 
145 county or an eligible municipality participating in the state housing initiatives partnership 
146 program. 

147 Eligible ffluf'lieipt!lJity means a municipality that is eligible for federal community 
148 development block grant entitlement moneys as an entitlement community identified in 
149 24 erR 570, subpart 0, Entitlement Grants, or a nonentitlement municipality that is 
150 recehfing local housing distribution funds under an interlocal agreement that provides for 
151 possession 8nd 8dministrathfe control of funds to be transferred to the nonentitlement 
152 municip8lity. An eligible municipality that defers its particip8tion in community 
153 development block grants does not 8ffeet its eligibility for participation in the St8te 
154 housing initiatives p8rtnership program. 

155 Eligible person or eligible household means one or more natural persons or a family 
156 determined by the county or eligible municipality to be of very low income, low income, 
157 or moderate income according to the income limits adjusted to family size published 
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158 annually by the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development based 
159 upon the annual gross income of the household. 

160 Eligible sponsor means a person or a private or public for-profit or not-for-profit 
161 entity that applies for an award under the local housing assistance plan for the purpose 
162 of providing eligible housing for eligible persons. 

163 FAC means the Florida Administrative Code. 

164 Grant means an award from the local housing assistance trust fund to an eligible 
165 sponsor or eligible person to partially assist in the construction, rehabilitation, or 
166 financing of eligible housing or to provide the cost of tenant or ownership qualifications 
167 without requirement for repayment as long as the condition of award is maintained. 

168 f lome ownership means a distribution of a portion of a local housing distribution to 
169 an eligible person or eligible sponsor for construction, rehabilitation, purchase, or lease-
170 purchase financing for owner-occupied eligible housing. 

171 fnterl6C8/ entity means any entit;' created pursuant to the provisions of F,G. eh. 163, 
172 pt. I for the purpose of a joint local housing assistance program pursuant to the 
173 provisions of F.B. § 420.9075(5) or for the purpose of a joint affordable housing 
174 incentive plan pursuant to the pfO'1fisions of F.G. § 420.9076(2). 

175 Loan means an award from the local housing assistance trust fund to an eligible 
176 sponsor or eligible person to partially finance the acquisition, construction, or 
177 rehabilitation of eligible housing with requirement for repayment or provision for 
178 forgiveness of repayment if the condition of the award is maintained. 

179 Local housing assistance plan means a concise description of the local housing 
180 assistance strategies and local housing incentive strategies adopted by resolution of the 
181 board with an explanation of the way in which the program meets the requirements of 
182 the SHIP Act and corporation rule. 

183 Local housing assistance strategies means the housing construction, rehabilitation, 
184 repair, or finance program implemented by a participating the county or eligible 
185 municipality with the local housing distribution or other funds deposited into the local 
186 housing assistance trust fund. 

187 Local housing distributions means the proceeds of the taxes collected under 
188 chapter F:-S:- en:- 201, Fla. Stat.. deposited into the local government housing assistance 
189 trust fund and distributed to the county counties and eligible municipalities participating 
190 as a participant in the state housing initiatives partnership program pursuant to F.B. § 
191 section 420.9073, Fla. Stat.. as the same may be amended. 

192 Local housing incentive strategies means local regulatory reform or incentive 
193 programs to encourage or facilitate affordable housing production, which include at a 
194 minimum, assurance that permits as defined in F.B. § 163.3164(7) and (8) for affordable 
195 housing projects are expedited to a greater degree than other projects, as provided in 
196 section 163.3177(6}(f)3 .. Fla. Stat.. as amended; an ongoing process for review of local 
197 policies, ordinances, regulations, and plan provisions that increase the cost of housing 
198 prior to their adoption; and a schedule for implementing the incentive strategies. Local 
199 housing incentive strategies may also include other regulatory reforms, such as those 
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200 enumerated in F.S. § section 420.9076. Fla. Stat.. as the same may be amended, or 
201 those recommended by the affordable housing advisory committee in its annual 
202 evaluation of the implementation of affordable housing incentives. and adopted by the 
203 board of county commissioners, 

204 Local housing partnership means the implementation of the local housing 
205 assistance plan in a manner that involves the applicable county or eligible municipality, 
206 lending institutions, housing builders and developers, real estate professionals, 
207 advocates for low-income persons, community-based housing and service 
208 organizations, and providers of professional services relating to affordable housing, The 
209 term includes initiatives to provide support services for housing program beneficiaries 
210 such as training to prepare persons for the responsibility of home ownership, counseling 
211 of tenants, and the establishing of support services such as day care, health care, and 
212 transportation. 

213 Low-income person or low-income household means one or more natural persons 
214 or a family that has a total annual gross household income that does not exceed 80 
215 percent of the median annual income adjusted for family size for households within the 
216 metropolitan statistical area, the county, or the nonmetropolitan median for the state, 
217 whichever amount is greatest. With respect to rental units, the low-income household's 
218 annual income at the time of initial occupancy may not exceed 80 percent of the area's 
219 median income adjusted for family size. While occupying the rental unit, a low-income 
220 household's annual income may increase to an amount not to exceed 140 percent of 80 
221 percent of the area's median income adjusted for family size. 

222 Moderate-income person or moderate-income household means one or more 
223 natural persons or a family that has a total annual gross household income that does 
224 not exceed 120 percent of the median annual income adjusted for family size for 
225 households within the metropolitan statistical area, the county, or the nonmetropolitan 
226 median for the state, whichever is greatest. With respect to rental units, the moderate-
227 income household's annual income at the time of initial occupancy may not exceed 120 
228 percent of the area's median income adjusted for family size. While occupying the rental 
229 unit, a moderate-income household's annual income may increase to an amount not to 
230 exceed 140 percent of 120 percent of the area's median income adjusted for family size. 
231 

232 Personal property means major appliances, including a freestanding refrigerator or 
233 stove, to be identified on the encumbering documents, 

234 Persons who ht!Jtte speeit!J1 hotJsil'lg needs means persons who have incomes not 
235 exceeding moderate-income and who because of particular social, economic, or health 
236 related circumstances have greater difficulty· acquiring or ml!!lintaining I!!lffordable 
237 housing. Such persons may, for example, encounter resistl!!lnce to their residing in 
238 particular communities. Increased housing costs resulting from unique needs, and high 
239 risk of institutionali:tation. As set out in the State of Florida Comprehensive I lousing 
240 Affordability Strategy (1991) these individuals include. persons with developmental 
241 disl!!lbilities; persons with mental iIInesslchemicl!!ll dependency; persons with AIDS and 
242 I ltV disel!!lse; runl!!l'tva.,. and abl!!lndoned youth; single-parent families; public assistance 
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243 reeil'ients; migrant and seasonal farm'ivorkers; refugees and entrants; and the elderly 
244 and disabled adults. 

245 Plan amendment means the addition or deletion of a local housing assistance 

246 strategy or local housing incentive strategy. Plan amendments must at all times 

247 maintain consistency with program requirements and must be submitted to the 

248 corporation for review pursuant to section 420.9072(3), Fla. Stat.. as the same may be 

249 amended. Technical or clarifying revisions may not be considered plan amendments but 

250 must be transmitted to the corporation for purposes of notification. 

251 Population means the latest official state estimate of population certified pursuant to 

252 section 186.901. Fla. Stat.. prior to the beginning of the state fiscal year. 

253 Preservation means actions taken to keep rents in existing assisted housing 
254 affordable for extremely-low-income, very-low-income. low-income, and moderate-
255 income households while ensuring that the property stays in good physical and financial 
256 condition for an extended period. 

257 Program income means the proceeds derived from interest earned on or investment 
258 of the local housing distribution and other funds deposited into the local housing 
259 assistance trust fund, proceeds from loan repayments, recycled funds, and all other 
260 income derived from use of funds deposited in the local housing assistance trust fund. It 
261 does not include recaptured funds. 

262 Recaptured funds means funds that are recouped by a-the county or eligible 
263 municil'ality in accordance with the recapture provisions of it's the_local housing 
264 assistance plan pursuant to F.B. § section 420.9075(5)0). Fla. Stat.. as the same may 
265 be amended. ~ from eligible persons or eligible sponsors, which funds were not 
266 used for assistance to an eligible household for an eligible activity. when there is a who 
267 default on the terms of a grant award or loan award. 

268 Rent subsidies means ongoing monthly rental assistance. The term does not 
269 include initial assistance to tenants, such as grants or loans for security and utility 
270 del'0sits. 

271 Sales price or value mean§, in the case of acquisition of an existing or newly 
272 constructed unit, the amount on the executed sales contract. For eligible persons who 
273 are building a unit on land that they own, the sales price is determined by an appraisal 
274 performed by a state-certified appraiser. The appraisal must include the value of the 
275 land and the improvements using the after-construction value of the property and must 
276 be dated within 12 months of the date construction is to commence. The sales price of 
277 any unit must include the value of the land in order to qualify as eligible housing. In the 
278 case of rehabilitation or emergency repair of an existing unit that does not create 
279 additional living space, sales price or value means the value of the real property, as 
280 determined by an appraisal performed by a state-certified appraiser and dated within 12 
281 months of the date construction is to commence or the assessed value of the real 
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