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REGULAR  MEETING 
LEVY COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

MARCH 3, 2026 

The regular meeting of the Board of County Commissioners was held on March 3, 2026 at 9:00 A.M. in 

the BoCC meeting room at the Levy County Government Center. 

CALL TO ORDER: Chairman Tim Hodge called the meeting to order at 9:00 A.M.  

INVOCATION: Given by Comm. Meeks 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Led by Comm. Kennedy 

ROLL CALL: 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: 
District 1:  Vice Chairman Charlie Kennedy  
District 2: Comm. Rock Meeks 
District 3: Comm. Desiree Mills 
District 4: Chairman Tim Hodge 
District 5: Comm. Johnny Hiers 

 
ALSO PRESENT: 
Legal Counsel - Eleanor Siegel & Sandra Marchman 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA: 

 Action Taken:  

 Amendments:    

o Motion   Comm. Mills made motion to move Item #13 to the first 

position business item on the agenda. 

o Second   Comm. Kennedy 

o Vote Outcome  5-0 motion passes 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

PUBLIC COMMENT:   

 NONE 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

BUSINESS OR INFORMATIONAL ITEMS: 

1. Approval of purchase of a Mathis-Fesco 2 Disc Wheel Fire-line Plow and Tool Holder Drip 

Torch Holder through a Sole Source Provider for a cost of $29,155.00 plus freight cost of $850.00 

for a total purchase cost of $30,005.00.  (Audio 4:47 ) *This item was advertised as item # 13 originally 

but changed by the BoCC in the adoption of the agenda. 

 Presenter: Matt Weldon, Division Director 
 Discussion:  The Fire-line Plow is a needed piece of equipment to keep the fire-lines cut as per 

the agreement with the Devil’s Hammock Wildlife Management Area. Item to be purchased 

through a sole source provider. Current plow has been on loan from the Florida Division of 

Forestry and is a 1978 piece of equipment that parts are limited or no longer available for repairs. 

Devil’s Hammock is 7,500 acre wildlife management property that the county maintains half of 

as well as the road work all the way through the property. The Division of Forestry has a lot to 

maintain and the state just added 20,000 more acres locally. The county shouldn’t depend on 

forestry to maintain these fire lines when they don’t have resources or time to maintain them. The 

weather conditions are right now and dry, so it’s a good time to do the maintenance of fire lines 

before the rainy season begins. 
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 Action Taken:  
o Motion   Comm. Kennedy motioned to approve the purchase, and pick up 

the equipment to save on the freight. 

o Second   Comm. Meeks 

 Vote Outcome:   5-0 motion passes 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Investment Update for Fiscal Year 2025 and First Quarter of FY 26 From the Office of Matt 

Brooks - Levy County Comptroller. (Audio 10:05 ) 

 Presenter: Rob Boschen, Senior Analyst Clerk Finance to BoCC - Richard Pengelly, 

Managing Director – PFM Asset Management  
 Discussion: This is the yearly update given to the Commission about the status of the investments 

for the Board of County Commissioners. This is required by law and policy as part of a compliant 

investment program. 
 Presentation included in agenda packet to the BoCC and public (Pages 5-19). 

 Levy County saw strong earnings growth in FY 2023–2025 due to higher interest rates, with 

early FY 2026 continuing to show healthy income. Levy County has $62,632,151 in total reported 

operating investments. 
 The County benefited from a high interest rate environment, reflected in strong earnings for FY 

2023–2025. 
 The portfolio remains very liquid and concentrated in cash-like investment pools (primarily FL 

PALM). 
 The 2026 YTD earnings show the County is still capturing favorable returns, though returns may 

decline as the Fed continues cutting rates. 

 

Fiscal Year Realized Earnings 

FY 2023 $1.70M 

FY 2024 $4.07M 

FY 2025 $3.26M 

FY 2026 YTD $766k 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Approve installing signs marking the location of the Stage Stand on CR 345 near the White 

Property. (Audio 16:27 ) 

 Presenter: Commissioner Charlie Kennedy 
 Discussion: This request is to memorialize a historic location. Sits on the edge of CR 345 and 

White family property, between Chiefland and Cedar Key. Mr Sammy Yearty brought this item 

to Comm. Kennedy’s attention to bring this to light for historical purposes and to make sure 

everyone in Levy County knew this piece of history. The Stage Stand was a resting place for 

travelers on horseback and using stage coaches as well. Comm. Kennedy showed all in 

attendance a sample of what the sign would look like on the roadside. Mrs Betsy White was 

contacted by Comm. Kennedy to approve the placement of this sign. 
 Action Taken:  

o Motion   Comm. Kennedy motioned to approve sign placement 

o Second   Comm. Hiers 

 Vote Outcome:   5-0 motion passes 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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4. Ratify the FIRST EXTENSION OF EMERGENCY DECLARATION AS DECLARED BY 

RESOLUTION NUMBER 2026 – 5. (Audio 19:45) 

 Presenter: Jason Rivera, County Budget & Finance (County Manager Absent) 
 Discussion: Ratify the FIRST EXTENSION OF EMERGENCY DECLARATION AS 

DECLARED BY RESOLUTION NUMBER 2026 – 5. Chapter 30 of the Levy County Code as 

well as Resolution No. 2026-5 authorizes the chairman, or vice-chairman in absence of the chair, 

or county administrator in absence of the chairman and vicechairman, to extend the Emergency 

Declaration in seven (7) day increments until it is found that the threat or danger no longer exists.  
 Action Taken:  

o Motion   Comm. Mills 

o Second   Comm. Meeks 

o Discussion: Comm. Kennedy said the state recommended this be extended another week 

at this time with weather conditions persisting. 

o Vote Outcome:   5-0 motion passes 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Request for BoCC to consider resolution preparation for surplusing county land to be sold to an 

adjacent property owner. (Audio 21:57 ) 

 Presenter: Jason Rivera, County Budget & Finance (County Manager Absent) 
 Discussion: 1. Direct staff to prepare a resolution to declare Parcel 0316118600 as surplus, and 2. 

Direct staff to prepare a resolution that due to the size, shape, location and value of the property it 

is most suitable for use by an adjacent property owner, and 3. Direct staff to offer the parcel for 

sale in accordance with the resolution. The sale would be by competitive bid to adjacent property 

owners. 
 Action Taken:  

o Motion   Comm. Hiers 

o Second   Comm. Mills 

 Vote Outcome:   5-0 motion passes 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Request for BoCC to consider resolution preparation for surplusing county office space to 

become an office for Senator Stan McClain. (Audio 22:52) 

 Presenter: Jason Rivera, County Budget & Finance (County Manager Absent) 
 Discussion: 1. Declare 151.06 square feet of office space at 353 South Court Street Vet Office 1 

as surplus, 2. Direct staff to prepare a resolution surplussing this office space, and 3. Direct staff 

to develop an agreement for the use of this office by Senator Stan McClain and his staff. 
 This space would be available at no charge to the state. Providing this space will allow Levy 

County residents to meet with the Senator and his staff without having to leave Levy County.  

 Action Taken:  
o Motion   Comm. Meeks motioned to approve 

o Second   Comm. Hiers 

o Discussion: Terry Witt (Bronson) wanted to clarify this is where the old veteran’s 

services office was previously located and if this office has to be surplussed before 

becoming an office for the Senator. 

 Vote Outcome:   5-0 motion passes 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. Request for BoCC to consider resolution preparation for surplusing county office space to 

become an office for Representative Chad Johnson (Audio 25:01) 

 Presenter: Jason Rivera, Finance & Administration 
 Discussion: 1. Declare 173.19 square feet of office space at 353 South Court Street Vet Office 2 

as surplus, 2. Direct staff to prepare a resolution surplussing this office space, and 3. Direct staff 

to develop an agreement for the use of this office by Representative Chad Johnson and his staff. 
 This space would be available at no charge to the state. Providing this space will allow Levy 

County residents to meet with the Senator and his staff without having to leave Levy County. 

 Action Taken:  
o Motion   Comm. Hiers motioned to approve. 

o Second   Comm. Kennedy 

 Vote Outcome:   5-0 motion passes 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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8. Approve an amendment to the Lutheran Services Florida, Inc., d/b/a LSF Health Systems 

Florida Opioid Allocation and Statewide Response Agreement (Opioid Settlement) – Non-Qualified 

County (NQC) Funds Purchase Order Agreement 2 to now require Department of Children and 

Families (DCF) Level 2 background screenings for any staff funded in whole or in part by these 

grant funds, retroactive to November 1, 2025. (Audio 26:02 ) 

 Presenter:  Kari Bastow, Grants & Finance Manager 
 Discussion: This expense is eligible for reimbursement through the Lutheran Services Florida, 

Inc. grant and will result in no cost to the County. 
 Action Taken:  

o Motion   Comm. Hiers 

o Second   Comm. Mills 

 Vote Outcome:   5-0 motion passes 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

9. Approve a Subordination Agreement for SHIP Rehabilitation Assistance, Rehab #293. (Audio 

27:53 ) 

 Presenter: Kari Bastow, Grants & Finance Manager 
 Discussion: This request is for a Subordination Agreement for Charles and Sara Gage related to 

SHIP Rehabilitation Assistance #293. The applicants are refinancing their home to obtain a fixed-

rate mortgage at a lower interest rate and have requested that the County subordinate its existing 

SHIP lien in the amount of $30,000. There will be no cash-out to the borrowers, and the County’s 

lien will remain in place and continue under the original SHIP terms.  
 Action Taken:  

o Motion   Comm. Mills 

o Second   Comm. Hiers 

 Vote Outcome:   5-0 motion passes 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

10. Appoint Douglas Cliche to the Board of Adjustment, District 1, for a term expiring March 1, 

2029 to replace McSween Huber, District 1, whose term expires March 1, 2026. (Audio 28:36) 

 Presenter: Jacqueline Martin, Human Resources Director 
 Discussion: New term for this position would run until March 1, 2029. 
 Action Taken:  

o Motion   Comm. Kennedy motioned to approve 

o Second   Comm. Mills 

 Vote Outcome:   5-0 motion passes 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

11. Authorize the County Manager to sign an agreement with Jerry Weintraub to accept a 

voluntary contribution of $86,000.00 to Levy County for the purpose of resurfacing SE 157th 

Avenue. (Audio 29:51) 

 Presenter: Don Clifton Road Department Director 
 Discussion: Mr. Jerry Weintraub has voluntarily offered to provide $86,000.00 to Levy County to 

fully fund the resurfacing of SE 157th Avenue in accordance with County standards and 

specifications. The road is currently a limerock roadway. Acceptance of this contribution will 

allow the County to complete the roadway improvements without utilizing budgeted 

transportation funds, resulting in no fiscal impact beyond routine administrative oversight and 

project coordination. Upon completion, the County will continue to maintain the right-of-way 

excluding grading. 
 Action Taken:  

o Motion   Comm. Mills motioned to approve 

o Second   Comm. Kennedy 

 Vote Outcome:   5-0 motion passes 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

12. Approve contracting Asphalt Paving Solutions to resurface NE 190th Avenue for 

$196,643.78.(Audio 32:55) 
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 Presenter: Don Clifton Road Department Director 
 Discussion: The BoCC approved Piggy Backing off Sumter County Contract, ITB 450-0-

2023/RS for Countywide Chip Seal projects on January 27, 2026. The resurfacing of 

approximately 1.9 miles of NE 190th Ave is necessary to improve roadway conditions, enhance 

safety, and provide a more durable driving surface for the public. This improvement will extend 

the service life of the roadway and reduce ongoing maintenance demands. NE 190th Ave will 

remain under County maintenance, resurfacing this segment will eliminate the need for routine 

grading within the improved limits, resulting in increased maintenance efficiency, reduced 

operational costs, and improved service delivery. The roadway is just under two miles long and is 

currently a slag road. 
 Action Taken:  

o Motion   Comm. Hiers motioned to approve 

o Second   Comm. Kennedy 

 Vote Outcome:   5-0 motion passes 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

13. Approve contracting Asphalt Paving Solutions to resurface NE 160th Avenue for 

$160,726.37.(Audio 35:16) 

 Presenter: Don Clifton Road Department Director 
 Discussion: The BoCC approved Piggy Backing off Sumter County Contract, ITB 450-0-

2023/RS for Countywide Chip Seal projects on January 27, 2026. The resurfacing of 

approximately 1.5 miles of NE 160 th Avenue is necessary to improve roadway conditions, 

enhance safety, and provide a more durable driving surface for the public. This improvement will 

extend the service life of the roadway and reduce ongoing maintenance demands. NE 160th Ave 

will remain under County maintenance, resurfacing this segment will eliminate the need for 

routine grading within the improved limits, resulting in increased maintenance efficiency, 

reduced operational costs, and improved service delivery. This road is currently a limerock road. 
 Action Taken:  

o Motion   Comm. Hiers motioned to approve 

o Second   Comm. Kennedy 

 Vote Outcome:   5-0 motion passes 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

14. Approve Amendment 1, Small County Consolidated Solid Waste Management Grant CW020 

with an increase of the budget for $2776.96 for a total amount of $96,526.96.(Audio 38:25) 

 Presenter: Travis Newsome, Assistant Director 
 Discussion: Approve Amendment 1, Small County Consolidated Solid Waste Management Grant 

CW020 with an increase of the budget for $2776.96 for a total amount of $96,526.96. Extra funds 

were leftover from FY 24/25 SCCSWMG SC520.  
 Action Taken:  

o Motion   Comm. Meeks motioned to approve 

o Second   Comm. Mills 

 Vote Outcome:   5-0 motion passes 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

15. Approve the purchase of a 2026 Ford F150 4X4 Crew Cab from Duval Ford from the Florida 

Sheriffs Association Light Vehicle Contract FSA 25VEL-33 in the amount of $48,066.00.  

 (Audio 39:25) 

 Presenter: Travis Newsome, Assistant Director 
 Discussion: Small County Consolidated Solid Waste Management Grant in the amount of 

$42840.92 and the remaining funds from the Landfill Equipment Funds in the amount of 

$5,225.08. This truck will replace a flatbed truck RE-19 that is a 2002 with 295,000 miles. 
 Action Taken:  

o Motion   Comm. Meeks motioned to approve 

o Second   Comm. Mills 

o Discussion: Comm. Hiers inquired about going off of the Sheriff’s bids and why we can’t 

change this and give our local vendors. If the Sheriff’s bid is the best that is fine, but 

when we don’t give the locals the opportunity we will not know and this should be 

referred to our attorneys to look into to change this policy. I have asked about this a year 

or more ago and want answers. Comm. Mills wanted to know the process and it was 

clarified that the fleet director uses the Sheriff’s bid as it’s the policy the county operates 

by. If you want to go out for bid the county would need to create an RFP and that would 
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be broadcast to more than just local vendors. Jason Rivera, Finance and Budget Director 

told the BoCC he would make it a priority to work on this policy for the BoCC. 

o Linda Cooper (Williston) Local vendors need the opportunity to bid on this type of 

purchase and Comm. Kennedy and Hiers have both asked now. BoCC needs to give a 

directive to change this policy. 

o David Sharpe (Chiefland) Thank you to Comm. Hiers for asking for this to be done and 

RFP process doesn’t have to be hard and it needs to be done. 

 Vote Outcome:   5-0 motion passes 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

PUBLIC COMMENT:   

 NONE 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

16. Request for Approval of Minutes (Audio 56:10) 

 Presenter: Matt Brooks, Clerk of the Circuit Court and Comptroller 
 Discussion: Requesting Board approval of the following minutes: Regular Meeting February 3, 

2026, Special Meeting February 9, 2026, Special Meeting February 12, 2026 and Regular 

Meeting February 17, 2026.   

 Action: 

o Motion:   Comm.Mills motioned to approve. 

o Second:   Comm. Kennedy 

o Vote Outcome:  5-0 motion passes 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
17. Requesting Approval of Expenditures (Audio 56:58) 

 Chairman Hodge requested approval of expenditures in the amount of $2,720,003.98. 
 Action: 

o Motion:   Comm. Mills motioned to approve. 

o Second:   Comm. Meeks 

o Vote Outcome:  5-0 motion passes. 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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COMMISSIONERS’ REPORTS:   

 Comm. Mills- Would like to have a workshop on the sign ordinance in Levy County. 

Attorneys stated changing anything in the land development code could conflict with 

Senate Bill 180 which prohibits further restrictions on local regulations until October 

2027. I would like to have a workshop for code enforcement and speak on how the BoCC 

would like to enforce codes. Right now, complaints drive enforcement. We need to 

discuss code enforcement more.   

 Comm. Kennedy- Successful Bronson FFA Food Fest last Friday night. Suwannee River 

Fair is quickly approaching and encouraged people to support our youth at the sale on 

March 18. Requests workshop to discuss drug testing for county employees as only CDL 

licensed employees are getting tested at the current moment. Other policies should be 

updated that were created in the 1970s & 80s. Requested BoCC to consider this and bring 

this type of stuff at monthly meetings to discuss and decide on. 

 Comm. Hiers- Senate Bill 840 sunsets some of the issues we have in our code of 

ordinances by as early as this summer. Recognized WMHS girls basketball for becoming 

state champions for the first time in their school’s history. Recognized the WMHS boys 

basketball for becoming state runners-up. The success these teams have had brings credit 

to our entire county. Recognized the community partners for supporting the basketball 

program to help defray some costs to travel to Jacksonville. Everyone came together 

within two short days.   

 Chairman Hodge- Cedar Key received their new fire engine with a 78’ ladder. 

 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

BEING NO FURTHER BUSINESS TO COME BEFORE THE COMMISSION THE MEETING 

WAS ADJOURNED AT 10:11 A.M. 

 

ATTEST: 

      BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

      LEVY COUNTY, FL 

 

________________________________ __________________________________ 

Clerk of Court, Matt Brooks   Chairman, Tim Hodge 

 

 

 

Minutes Submitted by: Matt Brooks, Clerk of Court & Comptroller 

Date Submitted: 03/03/2026 


