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Re: Petition No. SE 23-01, Ryan Thomas for 3RT Sand Mine                     July 4, 2023 
Public Hearing, July 10, 2023 at 5:45 p.m. 
 
Dear Commissioners: 
 
I am writing as a member of the Alachua Astronomy Club, a 180-member not-for-profit organization of amateur 
astronomers and enthusiasts.  
 
For several years the Astronomy Department of the University of Florida has made its Rosemary Hill Observatory site 
available to club members for nighttime observing through telescopes because of its very dark skies. Dark skies are 
increasingly becoming rare in North Central Florida due to development in the Gainesville area and beyond, and the 
Rosemary Hill site is a real treasure.  
 
I am concerned that mining activities in close proximity to telescopes used at the site will increase dust and sand in 
the air, thus doing serious damage to the delicate optics in such telescopes. The University of Florida has invested 
considerable money in obtaining and maintaining its equipment there, and many of our club members also use 
expensive astronomical instruments. Also, any night lighting will be considerably detrimental to use of this site. 
 
The proposed Sand Mine which is the subject of Petition No. SE 23-01 is concerning to me. These proposed 
activities would be adjacent to and almost surround the Rosemary Hill Observatory site. I urge the Commission to 
look carefully at the potential degradation of the Rosemary Hill site. I hope that the Commission makes sure, if the 
permit is granted, that air pollution mitigation efforts be maximized, and prohibitions against any and all lighting during 
nighttime hours should be a part of any permit. Every effort should be made to safeguard this important research and 
educational facility. 
 
Thank you for allowing me to express my serious concerns regarding this permit. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

David J. Froiseth 
 
David J. Froiseth 
Vice President 
Alachua Astronomy Club 
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Levy Planning

From: Levy Planning Zoning
Sent: Wednesday, July 5, 2023 9:19 AM
To: Levy Planning
Subject: FW: Rosemary Hill Observatory and Sand Mine petition

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Due By: Wednesday, July 5, 2023 4:00 PM
Flag Status: Flagged

 
 

 Nicki Bailey 
Planner I 
Levy County Planning and Zoning Department 

Check out our new maps!  
Please email before coming into the office, with a shortage in staffing, our office hours may be altered. COMPLEX USE 
INQUIRIES REQUIRE AN APPOINTMENT. 
Sign up for Commissioner Meeting updates here. If in a subdivision, please check Deed Restrictions/Covenants 
with the Clerk of Courts: 352-486-5266 or levyclerk.com. 

  Under Florida law, email addresses are public records. Your e‐mail communications may 
therefore be subject to public disclosure. If you do not want your email address released in response to a public records request, do 
not send electronic mail to this entity. Instead, you may contact this office by phone.  The information contained in this email may be 
privileged and confidential information intended only for the entity to which it is addressed. If you are not the intended recipient, you 
are hereby notified that any use, dissemination, distribution, copying or taking action in reliance upon this email is strictly prohibited. 
If you have received this email in error, please immediately notify the sender and delete this email entirely.  
 

From: jeffrey couch <jeffc0347@yahoo.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, July 5, 2023 9:16 AM 
To: Levy Planning Zoning <LCPZ@levycounty.org> 
Subject: Rosemary Hill Observatory and Sand Mine petition 

 

Re: Petition No. SE 23-01, Ryan Thomas for 3RT Sand Mine 
Public Hearing, July 10, 2023 at 5:45 p.m. 
 
Dear Commissioners: 
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I am writing as a member of the Alachua Astronomy Club, a 180 member not-for-profit organization of 
amateur astronomers and enthusiasts.  
 
For several years the Astronomy Department of the University of Florida has made its Rosemary Hill 
Observatory site available to club members for nighttime observing through telescopes because of its 
very dark skies. Dark skies are increasingly becoming rare in North Central Florida due to 
development in the Gainesville area and beyond, and the Rosemary Hill site is a real treasure.  

I am concerned that mining activities in close proximity to telescopes used at the site will increase 
dust and sand in the air, thus doing serious damage to the delicate optics in such telescopes. The 
University of Florida has invested considerable money in obtaining and maintaining its equipment 
there, and many of our club members also use expensive astronomical instruments. Also, any night 
lighting will be considerably detrimental to use of this site. 
 
The proposed Sand Mine which is the subject of Petition No. SE 23-01 is concerning to me. These 
proposed activities would be adjacent to and almost surround the Rosemary Hill Observatory site. I 
urge the Commission to look carefully at the potential degradation of the Rosemary Hill site. I hope 
that the Commission makes sure, if the permit is granted, that air pollution mitigation efforts be 
maximized, and prohibitions against any and all lighting during nighttime hours should be a part of 
any permit. Every effort should be made to safeguard this important research and educational facility. 
 
From the environmental aspect, how will the impact of removing 1,400 cubic yards of material from 
the sites be addressed?  What is the plan to restore the natural beauty of 1100 acres of land and not 
leave it as a scar akin to strip mining?  Will the site just become an open pit subject to wind and rain 
erosion once the trees and topsoil has been removed? Where is the removed material being 
transported to? The petition references “construction uses elsewhere”. Will those construction uses 
be of benefit to Levy County and its residents… or to some other entity?  

 Thank you for allowing me to express my serious concerns regarding this permit. 
 
Sincerely, 

Jeffrey Couch 
5850 NW 165th St. 
Trenton, Fl. 32693 
 
 
 
 
 
NOTE: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender 
and know the content is safe. 
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Levy Planning

From: Levy Planning Zoning
Sent: Wednesday, July 5, 2023 11:20 AM
To: Levy Planning
Subject: FW: Petition No. SE 23-01, Ryan Thomas for 3RT Sand Mine

 
 

 Nicki Bailey 
Planner I 
Levy County Planning and Zoning Department 

Check out our new maps!  
Please email before coming into the office, with a shortage in staffing, our office hours may be altered. COMPLEX USE 
INQUIRIES REQUIRE AN APPOINTMENT. 
Sign up for Commissioner Meeting updates here. If in a subdivision, please check Deed Restrictions/Covenants 
with the Clerk of Courts: 352-486-5266 or levyclerk.com. 

  Under Florida law, email addresses are public records. Your e‐mail communications may 
therefore be subject to public disclosure. If you do not want your email address released in response to a public records request, do 
not send electronic mail to this entity. Instead, you may contact this office by phone.  The information contained in this email may be 
privileged and confidential information intended only for the entity to which it is addressed. If you are not the intended recipient, you 
are hereby notified that any use, dissemination, distribution, copying or taking action in reliance upon this email is strictly prohibited. 
If you have received this email in error, please immediately notify the sender and delete this email entirely.  
 

From: Sydnee O'Donnell <sydneeod@outlook.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, July 5, 2023 10:26 AM 
To: Levy Planning Zoning <LCPZ@levycounty.org> 
Subject: Re: Petition No. SE 23‐01, Ryan Thomas for 3RT Sand Mine 

 
Dear Commissioners: 
 
I am writing as a member of the Alachua Astronomy Club, a 180 member not-for-profit 
organization of amateur astronomers and enthusiasts.  
 
For several years the Astronomy Department of the University of Florida has made its 
Rosemary Hill Observatory site available to club members for nighttime observing 
through telescopes because of its very dark skies. Dark skies are increasingly 
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becoming rare in North Central Florida due to development in the Gainesville area and 
beyond, and the Rosemary Hill site is a real treasure.  
 
I am concerned that mining activities in close proximity totelescopes used at the site 
will increase dust and sand in the air, thus doing serious damage to the delicate optics 
in such telescopes. The University of Florida has invested considerable money in 
obtaining and maintaining its equipment there, and many of our club members also use 
expensive astronomical instruments. Also, any night lighting will be considerably 
detrimental to use of this site. 
 
The proposed Sand Mine which is the subject of Petition No. SE 23-01 is concerning 
to me. These proposed activities would be adjacent to and almost surround the 
Rosemary Hill Observatory site. I urge the Commission to look carefully at the potential 
degradation of the Rosemary Hill site. I hope that the Commission makes sure, if the 
permit is granted, that air pollution mitigation efforts be maximized, and prohibitions 
against any and all lighting during nighttime hours should be a part of any permit. 
Every effort should be made to safeguard this important research and educational 
facility. 
 
Thank you for allowing me to express my serious concerns regarding this permit. 
 
Sincerely, 
Sydnee O'Donnell 
 
NOTE: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender 
and know the content is safe. 



1

Levy Planning

From: Levy Planning Zoning
Sent: Wednesday, July 5, 2023 11:30 AM
To: Levy Planning
Subject: FW: Levy County Planning Commission Petition No. SE 23-01

 
 

 Nicki Bailey 
Planner I 
Levy County Planning and Zoning Department 

Check out our new maps!  
Please email before coming into the office, with a shortage in staffing, our office hours may be altered. COMPLEX USE 
INQUIRIES REQUIRE AN APPOINTMENT. 
Sign up for Commissioner Meeting updates here. If in a subdivision, please check Deed Restrictions/Covenants 
with the Clerk of Courts: 352-486-5266 or levyclerk.com. 

  Under Florida law, email addresses are public records. Your e‐mail communications may 
therefore be subject to public disclosure. If you do not want your email address released in response to a public records request, do 
not send electronic mail to this entity. Instead, you may contact this office by phone.  The information contained in this email may be 
privileged and confidential information intended only for the entity to which it is addressed. If you are not the intended recipient, you 
are hereby notified that any use, dissemination, distribution, copying or taking action in reliance upon this email is strictly prohibited. 
If you have received this email in error, please immediately notify the sender and delete this email entirely.  
 

From: Terry Smiljanich <terry.smiljanich@alachuaastronomyclub.org>  
Sent: Wednesday, July 5, 2023 9:23 AM 
To: Levy Planning Zoning <LCPZ@levycounty.org> 
Cc: Almeyda,Triana <trianaa@ufl.edu>; Lada,Elizabeth Anne <elada@astro.ufl.edu>; Alachua Astronomy Club, Inc. 
<board@alachuaastronomyclub.org> 
Subject: Levy County Planning Commission Petition No. SE 23‐01 

 

Levy County Planning Commission 

Re: Petition No. SE 23-01, Ryan Thomas for 3RT Sand Mine 

Public Hearing, July 10, 2023 at 5:45 p.m. 
 
Dear Commissioners: 
 
I am writing on behalf of the Alachua Astronomy Club, a 180 member not-for-profit organization of amateur astronomers and enthusiasts in North 
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Central Florida. I am currently President of the organization. 
 
For several years the Astronomy Department of the University of Florida has made its Rosemary Hill Observatory site available to club members for 
nighttime observing through telescopes because of its very dark skies. Dark skies are increasingly becoming rare in North Central Florida due to 
development in the Gainesville area and beyond, and the Rosemary Hill site is a real treasure. Also, the University maintains its own telescopes at the 
site for research and educational purposes. Dark skies are essential to these efforts, away from light pollution. 
 
In addition, activities in close proximity to telescopes which increase the ambient air particulates (dust and windblown sand) can do serious damage 
to the delicate optics in such telescopes. The University of Florida has invested considerable money in obtaining and maintaining its equipment there. 
 
The proposed Sand Mine which is the subject of Petition No. SE 23-01 is concerning to us. These proposed activities would be adjacent to and 
almost surround the Rosemary Hill Observatory site. We urge the Commission to look carefully at the potential degradation of the Rosemary Hill site 
and facilities. The board, on behalf of the Alachua Astronomy Club, recommends that air pollution mitigation efforts be maximized, and prohibitions 
against any and all lighting during nighttime hours should be a part of any permit. Every effort should be made to safeguard the pristine sky 
conditions at the Rosemary Hill site so that the University of Florida Astronomy Department can continue to engage in important research and 
educational opportunities. 

 
Thank you for allowing us to express our serious concerns regarding this permit. 
 
Sincerely, 
Terry Smiljanich 
President, Alachua Astronomy Club 

 
NOTE: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender 
and know the content is safe. 
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Levy Planning

From: Levy Planning Zoning
Sent: Thursday, July 6, 2023 7:50 AM
To: Levy Planning
Subject: FW: 3RT Mine

 
 

 Nicki Bailey 
Planner I 
Levy County Planning and Zoning Department 

Check out our new maps!  
Please email before coming into the office, with a shortage in staffing, our office hours may be altered. COMPLEX USE 
INQUIRIES REQUIRE AN APPOINTMENT. 
Sign up for Commissioner Meeting updates here. If in a subdivision, please check Deed Restrictions/Covenants 
with the Clerk of Courts: 352-486-5266 or levyclerk.com. 

  Under Florida law, email addresses are public records. Your e‐mail communications may 
therefore be subject to public disclosure. If you do not want your email address released in response to a public records request, do 
not send electronic mail to this entity. Instead, you may contact this office by phone.  The information contained in this email may be 
privileged and confidential information intended only for the entity to which it is addressed. If you are not the intended recipient, you 
are hereby notified that any use, dissemination, distribution, copying or taking action in reliance upon this email is strictly prohibited. 
If you have received this email in error, please immediately notify the sender and delete this email entirely.  
 

From: Karen Schmitt <kschmitt8090@gmail.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, July 5, 2023 9:29 PM 
To: Levy Planning Zoning <LCPZ@levycounty.org> 
Subject:  

 
Plan to dig sand mine near Rosemary Hill Observatory owned by the University of Florida.    
 
I would like to request that the plans for digging a sand mine near Rosemary Hill Observatory be changed to 
another location.  I realize sand mines are needed, but please understand what a problem you will make for the 
University and other organizations.  It is very hard for astronomers and students and other groups to find 
locations that are dark enough for telescope study.  Previous locations now have too much light.  Dark sky areas 
in Florida are becoming extinct.   Rosemary Hill is one of the few remaining dark areas in North  Florida and 
the only one close to Gainesville.    The Rosemary Hill location has given them a dark enough and clear enough 
area for astronomical research and training by the University and many other groups.  A sand mine would leave 
particulates in the air  
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which will invariably badly decrease visibility.  Lights from your location would make the area totally unusable. 
There are a lot more places to dig a sand mine than there are dark sky locations in Florida.   You don't realize 
how important this is as a teaching location for the University of Florida and for other organizations.   
Please grant our request and find another location for your sand mine.   We would be more grateful than you 
can imagine.   
With high hopes, 
Karen Schmitt  
 
NOTE: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender 
and know the content is safe. 
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Levy Planning

From: Levy Planning Zoning
Sent: Thursday, July 6, 2023 7:50 AM
To: Levy Planning
Subject: FW: New Sand Mine - Not in favor

 
 

 Nicki Bailey 
Planner I 
Levy County Planning and Zoning Department 

Check out our new maps!  
Please email before coming into the office, with a shortage in staffing, our office hours may be altered. COMPLEX USE 
INQUIRIES REQUIRE AN APPOINTMENT. 
Sign up for Commissioner Meeting updates here. If in a subdivision, please check Deed Restrictions/Covenants 
with the Clerk of Courts: 352-486-5266 or levyclerk.com. 

  Under Florida law, email addresses are public records. Your e‐mail communications may 
therefore be subject to public disclosure. If you do not want your email address released in response to a public records request, do 
not send electronic mail to this entity. Instead, you may contact this office by phone.  The information contained in this email may be 
privileged and confidential information intended only for the entity to which it is addressed. If you are not the intended recipient, you 
are hereby notified that any use, dissemination, distribution, copying or taking action in reliance upon this email is strictly prohibited. 
If you have received this email in error, please immediately notify the sender and delete this email entirely.  
 

From: Mary Bennett <mary.bennett77@yahoo.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, July 5, 2023 10:10 PM 
To: Levy Planning Zoning <LCPZ@levycounty.org> 
Subject: New Sand Mine ‐ Not in favor 

 
We have major concerns regarding the possibility of having a sand mind in our area.   
 
Our first thought was our water!  We would hate to see our area ruined by such an action. 
 
We moved to this area due to the environment of farm lands, wetlands, the quiet of the area.  It is very disheartening at the possibility 
of a sand mine - the noise, the damage it will do to this area. 
 
We are NOT IN FAVOR!  Please do not let it ruin our beautiful area! 
 
 
 
Lee and Mary Bennett 
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5950 NE 107th Court 
Bronson, FL  32621 
321-243-8598 
 
 
 
 
 
NOTE: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender 
and know the content is safe. 
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Levy Planning

From: Levy Planning Zoning
Sent: Thursday, July 6, 2023 7:51 AM
To: Levy Planning
Subject: FW: Rosemary Hill Observatory

 
 

 Nicki Bailey 
Planner I 
Levy County Planning and Zoning Department 

Check out our new maps!  
Please email before coming into the office, with a shortage in staffing, our office hours may be altered. COMPLEX USE 
INQUIRIES REQUIRE AN APPOINTMENT. 
Sign up for Commissioner Meeting updates here. If in a subdivision, please check Deed Restrictions/Covenants 
with the Clerk of Courts: 352-486-5266 or levyclerk.com. 

  Under Florida law, email addresses are public records. Your e‐mail communications may 
therefore be subject to public disclosure. If you do not want your email address released in response to a public records request, do 
not send electronic mail to this entity. Instead, you may contact this office by phone.  The information contained in this email may be 
privileged and confidential information intended only for the entity to which it is addressed. If you are not the intended recipient, you 
are hereby notified that any use, dissemination, distribution, copying or taking action in reliance upon this email is strictly prohibited. 
If you have received this email in error, please immediately notify the sender and delete this email entirely.  
 

From: Amir M Abdullah <genieboy@hotmail.com>  
Sent: Thursday, July 6, 2023 12:06 AM 
To: Levy Planning Zoning <LCPZ@levycounty.org> 
Subject: Rosemary Hill Observatory 

 
Re: Petition No. SE 23-01, Ryan Thomas for 3RT Sand Mine Public Hearing, July 10, 2023 at 5:45 
p.m. Dear Commissioners: I am writing as a member of the Alachua Astronomy Club, a 180 
member not-for-profit organization of amateur astronomers and enthusiasts. For several years the 
Astronomy Department of the University of Florida has made its Rosemary Hill Observatory site 
available to club members for nighttime observing through telescopes because of its very dark 
skies. Dark skies are increasingly becoming rare in North Central Florida due to development in the 
Gainesville area and beyond, and the Rosemary Hill site is a real treasure. 
I am concerned that mining activities in close proximity to telescopes used at the site will increase 
dust and sand in the air, thus doing serious damage to the delicate optics in such telescopes. The 
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University of Florida has invested considerable money in obtaining and maintaining its equipment 
there, and many of our club members also use expensive astronomical instruments. Also, any night 
lighting will be considerably detrimental to use of this site. The proposed Sand Mine which is the 
subject of Petition No. SE 23-01 is concerning to me. These proposed activities would be adjacent 
to and almost surround the Rosemary Hill Observatory site. I urge the Commission to look 
carefully at the potential degradation of the Rosemary Hill site. I hope that the Commission makes 
sure, if the permit is granted, that air pollution mitigation efforts be maximized, and prohibitions 
against any and all lighting during nighttime hours should be a part of any permit. Every effort 
should be made to safeguard this important research and educational facility. Thank you for 
allowing me to express my serious concerns regarding this permit. Sincerely 
 
Amir M Abdullah 
 
 
 
NOTE: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender 
and know the content is safe. 
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Levy Planning

From: Levy Planning Zoning
Sent: Thursday, July 6, 2023 8:01 AM
To: Levy Planning
Subject: FW: Proposed sand mine Near Rosemary Hill Observatory in Bronson, Florida

 
 
 Nicki Bailey 
Planner I 
Levy County Planning and Zoning Department Check out our new maps!  
Please email before coming into the office, with a shortage in staffing, our office hours may be altered. COMPLEX USE 
INQUIRIES REQUIRE AN APPOINTMENT. 
Sign up for Commissioner Meeting updates here. If in a subdivision, please check Deed Restrictions/Covenants with the 
Clerk of Courts: 352‐486‐5266 or levyclerk.com. 
 Under Florida law, email addresses are public records. Your e‐mail communications may therefore be subject to public 
disclosure. If you do not want your email address released in response to a public records request, do not send 
electronic mail to this entity. Instead, you may contact this office by phone.  The information contained in this email may 
be privileged and confidential information intended only for the entity to which it is addressed. If you are not the 
intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any use, dissemination, distribution, copying or taking action in reliance 
upon this email is strictly prohibited. If you have received this email in error, please immediately notify the sender and 
delete this email entirely.  
 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Warren Schmitt <rtdsch20@gmail.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, July 5, 2023 9:59 PM 
To: Levy Planning Zoning <LCPZ@levycounty.org> 
Subject: Proposed sand mine Near Rosemary Hill Observatory in Bronson, Florida 
 
Rosemary Hill Observatory is a vital astronomy  research and training facility for the University of Florida. It is near the 
center of the last remaining darkest sky area in North Florida and is the only such site close to Gainesville. We all 
appreciate the need for construction materials in our growing state but there no shortage of alternate locations to mine 
sand, our state's most abundant resource but dark skies and clear skies are very rare indeed. The inevitable lingering 
dust clouds and light pollution from any nearby heavy equipment facility  cannot be mitigated effectively. Please select 
an alternative  site for the proposed sand mine and allow the Observatory to continue  its mission of research and 
training the next generation of professional astronomers. Respectfully submitted,  Warren Schmitt 
 
NOTE: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you 
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 
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Levy Planning

From: Levy Planning Zoning
Sent: Friday, July 7, 2023 7:47 AM
To: Levy Planning
Subject: FW: Light pollution, Rosemary Observatory

 
 

 Nicki Bailey 
Planner I 
Levy County Planning and Zoning Department 

Check out our new maps!  
Please email before coming into the office, with a shortage in staffing, our office hours may be altered. COMPLEX USE 
INQUIRIES REQUIRE AN APPOINTMENT. 
Sign up for Commissioner Meeting updates here. If in a subdivision, please check Deed Restrictions/Covenants 
with the Clerk of Courts: 352-486-5266 or levyclerk.com. 

  Under Florida law, email addresses are public records. Your e‐mail communications may 
therefore be subject to public disclosure. If you do not want your email address released in response to a public records request, do 
not send electronic mail to this entity. Instead, you may contact this office by phone.  The information contained in this email may be 
privileged and confidential information intended only for the entity to which it is addressed. If you are not the intended recipient, you 
are hereby notified that any use, dissemination, distribution, copying or taking action in reliance upon this email is strictly prohibited. 
If you have received this email in error, please immediately notify the sender and delete this email entirely.  
 

From: Amir M Abdullah <genieboy@hotmail.com>  
Sent: Thursday, July 6, 2023 10:47 PM 
To: Levy Planning Zoning <LCPZ@levycounty.org> 
Subject: Light pollution, Rosemary Observatory 

 
Attention, Levy county Planning Board 
  
 
 
 
 
Light pollution refers to the excessive or misdirected artificial light produced by human activities that 
negatively impacts the natural environment. While often overlooked, light pollution poses several dangers to the 
environment. Here are some of the key concerns: 
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 Disruption of ecosystems: Light pollution disrupts natural ecosystems and ecological processes. Many 
organisms, including insects, birds, and mammals, rely on natural light cues for navigation, 
reproduction, feeding patterns, and predator-prey relationships. Artificial light at night can interfere with 
these natural behaviors, leading to ecological imbalances and potential declines in populations. 

 Altered wildlife behavior: Nocturnal animals, such as bats and owls, are particularly vulnerable to the 
effects of light pollution. Artificial lighting can disorient them, making it difficult for them to find food, 
navigate, or communicate. It can also attract insects, leading to changes in prey availability and 
disrupting food chains. 

 Disruption of migratory patterns: Many species, such as birds, turtles, and insects, rely on celestial cues, 
particularly the night sky, for navigation during migration. Bright city lights can confuse and disorient 
these animals, causing them to become lost, collide with structures, or fail to reach their intended 
destinations. This can have significant impacts on breeding, feeding, and overall population dynamics. 

 Impact on ecosystems and biodiversity: Light pollution can alter the composition and behavior of 
species in ecosystems. Certain species may thrive in brightly lit areas, while others may be negatively 
affected or displaced. This can lead to changes in species distributions, reduced biodiversity, and 
potential ecosystem disruptions. 

 Energy waste and carbon footprint: Excessive artificial lighting results in wasteful energy consumption. 
Energy used for outdoor lighting contributes to greenhouse gas emissions and climate change. Reducing 
light pollution not only benefits the environment but also helps conserve energy and reduce carbon 
footprints. 

 Astronomical interference: Light pollution obscures our view of the night sky and hampers astronomical 
research and observation. It makes it difficult to study celestial objects, interferes with sensitive 
instruments, and limits the ability to explore and understand the universe. Preserving dark skies is 
crucial for advancing our knowledge of astronomy and space sciences. 

To mitigate the dangers of light pollution, it is important to implement responsible outdoor lighting practices, 
such as using shielded fixtures to direct light downward, using lower-intensity lighting when appropriate, and 
employing motion sensors or timers to reduce unnecessary illumination. By raising awareness and taking 
appropriate measures, we can minimize the adverse effects of light pollution on the environment. 
 
Amir M Abdullah, Member of the Alachua Astronomy club 
 
NOTE: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender 
and know the content is safe. 
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Levy Planning

From: Levy Planning Zoning
Sent: Friday, July 7, 2023 10:55 AM
To: Levy Planning
Subject: FW: 

 
 

 Nicki Bailey 
Planner I 
Levy County Planning and Zoning Department 

Check out our new maps!  
Please email before coming into the office, with a shortage in staffing, our office hours may be altered. COMPLEX USE 
INQUIRIES REQUIRE AN APPOINTMENT. 
Sign up for Commissioner Meeting updates here. If in a subdivision, please check Deed Restrictions/Covenants 
with the Clerk of Courts: 352-486-5266 or levyclerk.com. 

  Under Florida law, email addresses are public records. Your e‐mail communications may 
therefore be subject to public disclosure. If you do not want your email address released in response to a public records request, do 
not send electronic mail to this entity. Instead, you may contact this office by phone.  The information contained in this email may be 
privileged and confidential information intended only for the entity to which it is addressed. If you are not the intended recipient, you 
are hereby notified that any use, dissemination, distribution, copying or taking action in reliance upon this email is strictly prohibited. 
If you have received this email in error, please immediately notify the sender and delete this email entirely.  
 

From: Florida Explorer <gregtaylor842@gmail.com>  
Sent: Friday, July 7, 2023 10:30 AM 
To: Levy Planning Zoning <LCPZ@levycounty.org> 
Subject:  

 
We do not want a sand mine near our house. Why would anyone other than the owner and family of the owner 
want a sand mine in a mostly residential zone?  We Say No To A  Sand mine.  Thanks   
 
Gregory Taylor 
 
NOTE: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender 
and know the content is safe. 
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Levy Planning

From: Ali Tretheway
Sent: Monday, July 10, 2023 9:19 AM
To: Levy County Commission District 1; Levy County Commission District 2; Levy County 

Commission District 3; Levy County Commission District 4; Levy County Commission 
District 5

Cc: Levy Planning; Stacey Hectus; Wilbur Dean
Subject: FW: Public Comment Form

 
 
Alicia Tretheway, MPA 
Procurement Coordinator/ADA Coordinator  
Levy County Board of County Commission 
310 School Street 
P.O. Box 310 
Bronson, Florida 32621 
Cell:  352‐441‐0964 
Phone:  352‐486‐5218, Ext 2 
Fax:  352‐486‐5167 
 
Connect with Levy County: 
 

  
 
Under Florida law, email addresses are public records. Your e‐mail communications may therefore be subject to public 
disclosure. If you do not want your email address released in response to a public records request, do not send 
electronic mail to this entity. Instead, you may contact this office by phone.  The information contained in this email may 
be privileged and confidential information intended only for the entity to which it is addressed. If you are not the 
intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any use, dissemination, distribution, copying or taking action in reliance 
upon this email is strictly prohibited. If you have received this email in error, please immediately notify the sender and 
delete this email entirely. 
 

From: noreply@revize.com <noreply@revize.com>  
Sent: Monday, July 10, 2023 8:32 AM 
To: LevyBOCC <levybocc@levycounty.org> 
Cc: Ali Tretheway <tretheway‐ali@levycounty.org> 
Subject: Public Comment Form 

 
First-and-Last-Name = Aggie Meece 
Organization-Name-if-applicable =  
Address- = 11850 NE 50th Street 
City = Bronson 
State = Florida 
PostZip-Code = 32621 
Email = aggieat32621@aol.com 
Meeting-Date = July 10, 2023 
Agenda-Item-if-applicable = Petition No. SE 23-01 



2

Comment = At the planning meeting on July 10th, I would like to briefly speak on the issue of rezoning a 400 
acre tract from agricultural/rural residential to allow for a mining operation. This rezoning has been requested 
by Mr. Ryan Thomas.My 20 acre property would be directly affected by this mining operation as the 400 acres 
in question is directly south of me. We share a property line.If I am unable to speak, may it please be noted that 
I am in opposition to the establishment of mining operation. Mining should not be allowed in agricultural/rural 
residential areas. 400 acres is a HUGE are to mine. The sheer size of the proposed mine would impact hundreds 
of properties.Will there by blasting? If so, blasting will have negative impacts on neighboring properties such as 
damage to foundations and perhaps result in changes to water levels in neighboring well.. It could also 
contaminate those neighboring wells.Where will the access roads to this mine be located? Wherever they are 
built, they must be large enough to accommodate the big equipment for digging as well as hauling, etc. This 
will increase traffic in what is now a quiet, residential area. The vehicles used for mining are not only huge, 
they are loud as well. The presence of the vehicles and the noise pollution they create will have a very negative 
impact on the neighborhood.Last but by no means least, this mine will create a monumental eyesore in the 
middle of what is now a lovely area of softly rolling hills. It will certainly devalue those properties close by the 
mine.This mine will benefit only Mr. Thomas while causing serious problems for all of us who live near the 400 
acres in question.As mentioned earlier, mining should not be permitted in this agricultural/rural residential 
neighborhood. I strongly urge the please put to good of the many above the desire of one person.Thank you 
very much for your consideration.Aggie (Agnes) Meece11850 NE 50th StreetBronson, 32621954-801-4088 
Client IP = 107.77.216.78 
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Levy Planning

From: Ali Tretheway
Sent: Monday, July 10, 2023 9:22 AM
To: Levy County Commission District 1; Levy County Commission District 2; Levy County 

Commission District 3; Levy County Commission District 4; Levy County Commission 
District 5

Cc: Wilbur Dean; Stacey Hectus; Levy Planning
Subject: FW: Public Comment Form

 
 
Alicia Tretheway, MPA 
Procurement Coordinator/ADA Coordinator  
Levy County Board of County Commission 
310 School Street 
P.O. Box 310 
Bronson, Florida 32621 
Cell:  352‐441‐0964 
Phone:  352‐486‐5218, Ext 2 
Fax:  352‐486‐5167 
 
Connect with Levy County: 
 

  
 
Under Florida law, email addresses are public records. Your e‐mail communications may therefore be subject to public 
disclosure. If you do not want your email address released in response to a public records request, do not send 
electronic mail to this entity. Instead, you may contact this office by phone.  The information contained in this email may 
be privileged and confidential information intended only for the entity to which it is addressed. If you are not the 
intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any use, dissemination, distribution, copying or taking action in reliance 
upon this email is strictly prohibited. If you have received this email in error, please immediately notify the sender and 
delete this email entirely. 
 

From: noreply@revize.com <noreply@revize.com>  
Sent: Friday, July 7, 2023 2:32 PM 
To: LevyBOCC <levybocc@levycounty.org> 
Cc: Ali Tretheway <tretheway‐ali@levycounty.org> 
Subject: Public Comment Form 

 
First-and-Last-Name = Melissa Smallwood 
Organization-Name-if-applicable =  
Address- = 4451 NE County Road 
City = Bronson 
State = Florida 
PostZip-Code = 32621 
Email = mbsmallwood@icloud.com 
Meeting-Date = 7/10/2023 
Agenda-Item-if-applicable = Mine Issues 
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Comment = I moved to Bronson because of my health issues.Clean air, quiet and peaceful surroundings.I can’t 
stay here if this mine goes through. Silica can be microscopic and causes respiratory distress in people with and 
without asthma.I have asthma and other health issues. I have had several strokes which have effected the sleep 
center of my brain. I usually can’t sleep at night for that reason and the pain. Sometimes it can be days before 
my body just collapses and I pass out. Usually that is during the day. I can’t sleep with the house widows are 
shaking. Plus the roar of the noise the dump trucks make. My asthma would be a issue as it has alreadybeen 
tested with dump trucks causing issues for a few months. When I complained suddenly they magically stopped 
and the 3,000 letters went out.Levy county already has 9 sand mines.Let the Code stand! Deny this request for 
special exception.I'm against "a major sand mining operation in Residential areas.Dump trucks are hazardous to 
roads plus the roads aren’t wide enough for a dump truck and car. I have had to go of to the side of the road not 
to be hit. Plus you can expect an increase in traffic accidents.Who is going to be responsible for and maintaining 
of the roads? Who would pay for the road repairs from this increased amount of truck traffic?75 loads a day 
equals 150 total truck trips.What guarantee is there that NONE of these trucks will use 60th street/cr102 to 
27?Will a traffic light need to be installed at 337 and 500/27 to accommodate the additional truck traffic? That 
intersection is already challenging. Many people who came here like myself put every dime that they have into 
their property. It is their biggest asset and when it is threatened with devaluation that puts us in an unstable 
state. So just as any property owner has rights to use their property they way they want to they must stay within 
the codes. But we have the same right to demand protection of the value of our property. if our property looses 
value will the county be reassessing and reducing our taxes? Or are we just going to have to incur and endure so 
one person can get rich? If you let this code change happen I can’t stay on my property. My health reasons will 
not allow it.Who will buy all of my property and move me to another piece of property some where else? With 
all expenses paid plus mental and physical anguish allowances to start all over? Codes should never change in a 
residential setting that has been in place for a long time. People bought their property based on those codes. 
This is what this whole thing is about. Codes and Money. 
Client IP = 166.198.174.175 
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Levy Planning

From: Ali Tretheway
Sent: Monday, July 10, 2023 9:25 AM
To: Levy County Commission District 1; Levy County Commission District 2; Levy County 

Commission District 3; Levy County Commission District 4; Levy County Commission 
District 5

Cc: Levy Planning; Stacey Hectus; Wilbur Dean
Subject: FW: Public Comment Form

 
 
Alicia Tretheway, MPA 
Procurement Coordinator/ADA Coordinator  
Levy County Board of County Commission 
310 School Street 
P.O. Box 310 
Bronson, Florida 32621 
Cell:  352‐441‐0964 
Phone:  352‐486‐5218, Ext 2 
Fax:  352‐486‐5167 
 
Connect with Levy County: 
 

  
 
Under Florida law, email addresses are public records. Your e‐mail communications may therefore be subject to public 
disclosure. If you do not want your email address released in response to a public records request, do not send 
electronic mail to this entity. Instead, you may contact this office by phone.  The information contained in this email may 
be privileged and confidential information intended only for the entity to which it is addressed. If you are not the 
intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any use, dissemination, distribution, copying or taking action in reliance 
upon this email is strictly prohibited. If you have received this email in error, please immediately notify the sender and 
delete this email entirely. 
 

From: noreply@revize.com <noreply@revize.com>  
Sent: Thursday, July 6, 2023 10:33 AM 
To: LevyBOCC <levybocc@levycounty.org> 
Cc: Ali Tretheway <tretheway‐ali@levycounty.org> 
Subject: Public Comment Form 

 
First-and-Last-Name = Terry Smiljanich 
Organization-Name-if-applicable = Alachua Astronomy Club 
Address- = 1800 S.W. 35th Pl 
City = Gainesville 
State = Florida 
PostZip-Code = 32608 
Email = terry.smiljanich@alachuaastronomyclub.org 
Meeting-Date = July 10, 2023 
Agenda-Item-if-applicable = Petition No. SE 23-01 
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Comment = On behalf of the Alachua Astronomy Club, a 180 member non-profit organization in North Central 
Florida, we urge the Planning Commission to carefully consider the potential detrimental impact this Sand Mine 
could have on the neighboring University of Florida's Rosemary Hill Observatory.Dark nighttime skies are 
becoming increasingly rare in North Central Florida. It is imperative that this resource, belonging to all citizens, 
be preserved as much as possible in the face of relentless development. To that end, we ask that the 
Commission impose strict requirements on dust and sand contamination of the surrounding air, which 
contamination could damage the delicate optics involved in scientific instrumentation at the Observatory. It is 
also important that there be a complete ban on any nighttime lighting at the proposed Sand Mine site. Any such 
lights would seriously interfere with operation of the Observatory. The astronomical research and education 
conducted at Rosemary Hill Observatory reaches out to the farthest parts of our universe. Please do not let this 
mining activity adversely impact the important work being done at this treasured Levy County site.Thank you 
for letting the Alachua Astronomy club express its opinion concerning this proposal.Terry SmiljanichPresident 
Client IP = 24.136.58.16 



1

Levy Planning

From: Ali Tretheway
Sent: Monday, July 10, 2023 9:25 AM
To: Levy County Commission District 1; Levy County Commission District 2; Levy County 

Commission District 3; Levy County Commission District 4; Levy County Commission 
District 5

Cc: Wilbur Dean; Stacey Hectus; Levy Planning
Subject: FW: Public Comment Form

 
 
Alicia Tretheway, MPA 
Procurement Coordinator/ADA Coordinator  
Levy County Board of County Commission 
310 School Street 
P.O. Box 310 
Bronson, Florida 32621 
Cell:  352‐441‐0964 
Phone:  352‐486‐5218, Ext 2 
Fax:  352‐486‐5167 
 
Connect with Levy County: 
 

  
 
Under Florida law, email addresses are public records. Your e‐mail communications may therefore be subject to public 
disclosure. If you do not want your email address released in response to a public records request, do not send 
electronic mail to this entity. Instead, you may contact this office by phone.  The information contained in this email may 
be privileged and confidential information intended only for the entity to which it is addressed. If you are not the 
intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any use, dissemination, distribution, copying or taking action in reliance 
upon this email is strictly prohibited. If you have received this email in error, please immediately notify the sender and 
delete this email entirely. 
 

From: noreply@revize.com <noreply@revize.com>  
Sent: Thursday, July 6, 2023 8:53 AM 
To: LevyBOCC <levybocc@levycounty.org> 
Cc: Ali Tretheway <tretheway‐ali@levycounty.org> 
Subject: Public Comment Form 

 
First-and-Last-Name = Margaret Smith 
Organization-Name-if-applicable =  
Address- = 10450 N. E. 32nd Ln. 
City = Bronson 
State = Florida 
PostZip-Code = 32621 
Email = equinestar@aol.com 
Meeting-Date = July 10 
Agenda-Item-if-applicable = Proposed sand mine 
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Comment = We have owned our property since 2006 and have enjoyed the wonderful country quiet and fresh 
air. I love hanging my sheets out in the sun to dry. We bought the place because it was zoned residential and 
agricultural. Heavy trucks from this proposed sand mine will be ruining our roads and scaring our horses and 
wildlife. My husband has asthma, and the air pollution will negatively impact his health . The noise and 
vibration of this proposed sand mine operating day and night would have a real negative impact on us. We 
enjoy our country life and the last thing we want to be is less than 2 miles from a sand mine operating day and 
night. How could we ever sell our house if we wanted to with that going on? I would like to be on record of 
absolutely against this proposed Sand mine. 
Client IP = 135.129.218.32 
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Levy Planning

From: Ali Tretheway
Sent: Monday, July 10, 2023 10:03 AM
To: Levy County Commission District 1; Levy County Commission District 2; Levy County 

Commission District 3; Levy County Commission District 4; Levy County Commission 
District 5

Cc: Levy Planning; Stacey Hectus; Wilbur Dean
Subject: FW: Public Comment Form

 
 
Alicia Tretheway, MPA 
Procurement Coordinator/ADA Coordinator  
Levy County Board of County Commission 
310 School Street 
P.O. Box 310 
Bronson, Florida 32621 
Cell:  352‐441‐0964 
Phone:  352‐486‐5218, Ext 2 
Fax:  352‐486‐5167 
 
Connect with Levy County: 
 

  
 
Under Florida law, email addresses are public records. Your e‐mail communications may therefore be subject to public 
disclosure. If you do not want your email address released in response to a public records request, do not send 
electronic mail to this entity. Instead, you may contact this office by phone.  The information contained in this email may 
be privileged and confidential information intended only for the entity to which it is addressed. If you are not the 
intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any use, dissemination, distribution, copying or taking action in reliance 
upon this email is strictly prohibited. If you have received this email in error, please immediately notify the sender and 
delete this email entirely. 
 

From: noreply@revize.com <noreply@revize.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, June 28, 2023 6:27 PM 
To: LevyBOCC <levybocc@levycounty.org> 
Cc: Ali Tretheway <tretheway‐ali@levycounty.org> 
Subject: Public Comment Form 

 
First-and-Last-Name = JoAnn Crivaro 
Organization-Name-if-applicable =  
Address- = 9361 NE 60 Street aka CR102 
City = Bronson 
State = Floida 
PostZip-Code = 32621 
Email = jdc_djc@bellsouth.net 
Meeting-Date = July 10, 2023 
Agenda-Item-if-applicable = Petition NO SE 23-01 Mining & excavation/sand mine 
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Comment = I live on just off 337 on CR102/NE 60 Street. This used to be a quiet neighborhood but over the 
years the tonnage weight limit was removed. Now we have log trucks, dump trucks and all sorts of traffic. At 
times it sounds as if we have race track in front of our houses. The amount of traffic we have now is more than 
enough. At times it’s so noisy you can’t hear yourself think. Now with the thought of more dump trucks is just 
quite overwhelming. My late husband & I built our house physically & with a few subcontractors. We cleared 
most of the land ourselves before having someone come in and finish it. We built our house in 1987 raised our 
children and now some person who probably has no ties to this community want to come in to our area where 
people have lived for generations and put a sand mine in. I’ve worked for a mining operation for many years & 
know what the truck traffic will be. Since my road leads to Alt 27 it will be a busy road. I beg you not to allow 
this petition to be approved. Sincerely,JoAnn Crivaro 
Client IP = 166.194.200.3 
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Levy Planning

From: Stacey Hectus
Sent: Friday, July 14, 2023 8:18 AM
To: Levy Planning
Subject: FW: Proposed Sand Mine Traffic Impacts on CR337 and surrounding roadways

Please print for the file. 
 
Stacey Hectus 
Planning and Zoning Director 
Levy County Planning and Zoning Department 
352‐486‐5203 
 
You can now subscribe to receive Board Meeting Documentation click here. 
 
Please call before coming into the office, with a shortage in staffing, our office hours may be altered. 
LAND DIVISION OR COMPLEX USE INQUIRIES REQUIRE AN APPOINTMENT. 

(If in a subdivision, please check Deed Restrictions/Covenants with the Clerk of Courts: 352-486-5266 or 
levyclerk.com) 
 

 
 

From: Maria Wise <romar5158@yahoo.com>  
Sent: Thursday, July 13, 2023 7:04 PM 
To: Levy County Commission District 5 <district5@levycounty.org>; Levy County Commission District 1 
<district1@levycounty.org>; Levy County Commission District 2 <district2@levycounty.org>; Levy County Commission 
District 4 <district4@levycounty.org>; LevyBOCC <levybocc@levycounty.org>; Levy County Commission District 3 
<district3@levycounty.org> 
Cc: Diane Garte <dianegarte@bellsouth.net>; Stacey Hectus <hectus‐stacey@levycounty.org> 
Subject: Proposed Sand Mine Traffic Impacts on CR337 and surrounding roadways 

 
Dear Levy County Commissioners: 
 
I am writing to provide comment on the proposed sand mine and its impacts on the rural and equestrian communities by 
the heavy truck traffic the sand mine will generate on CR 337 and surrounding roadways.  As you all know, the area 
around CR337 near the Black Prong entrance to the Goethe Forest and the Black Prong Equestrian Center is heavily 
used by equestrians, dog hunters, bicycles and other slow moving vehicles for recreational purposes.  Equestrian usage 
includes multi-day competitions, recreation, and charity events.  Internationally recognized endurance horse racing events 
often begin near Levy St. and continue throughout the forest. CR 337 is crossed often for all these uses. 
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Heavy commercial truck traffic will add a dangerous component to crossing CR337.  I respectfully ask you to consider 
carefully how detrimental the kind of heavy commercial traffic can be as well as the costs associated with road 
maintenance created by heavy loads.  In addition, for the safety of Levy County residents and visitors, one or more traffic 
crossings may be necessary at Levy Street and the Black Prong Goethe Forest Trailhead to accomodate horses, 
carriages, bicycles and hikers crossing CR337. 
 
I thank you for your attention to this important matter and please note that if I was there in person, this would not have 
gone over your 3 minute limit:)  Please enter this comment in the record. 
 
Sincerely, 
Maria Wise 
Chairman, 
Levy County Horse Industry Council 
 
12151 SE 21st Pl 
Morriston, FL 32668 
 
NOTE: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender 
and know the content is safe. 
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Levy Planning

From: Levy Planning Zoning
Sent: Thursday, July 6, 2023 7:50 AM
To: Levy Planning
Subject: FW: 3RT Mine

 
 

 Nicki Bailey 
Planner I 
Levy County Planning and Zoning Department 

Check out our new maps!  
Please email before coming into the office, with a shortage in staffing, our office hours may be altered. COMPLEX USE 
INQUIRIES REQUIRE AN APPOINTMENT. 
Sign up for Commissioner Meeting updates here. If in a subdivision, please check Deed Restrictions/Covenants 
with the Clerk of Courts: 352-486-5266 or levyclerk.com. 

  Under Florida law, email addresses are public records. Your e‐mail communications may 
therefore be subject to public disclosure. If you do not want your email address released in response to a public records request, do 
not send electronic mail to this entity. Instead, you may contact this office by phone.  The information contained in this email may be 
privileged and confidential information intended only for the entity to which it is addressed. If you are not the intended recipient, you 
are hereby notified that any use, dissemination, distribution, copying or taking action in reliance upon this email is strictly prohibited. 
If you have received this email in error, please immediately notify the sender and delete this email entirely.  
 

From: Karen Schmitt <kschmitt8090@gmail.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, July 5, 2023 9:29 PM 
To: Levy Planning Zoning <LCPZ@levycounty.org> 
Subject:  

 
Plan to dig sand mine near Rosemary Hill Observatory owned by the University of Florida.    
 
I would like to request that the plans for digging a sand mine near Rosemary Hill Observatory be changed to 
another location.  I realize sand mines are needed, but please understand what a problem you will make for the 
University and other organizations.  It is very hard for astronomers and students and other groups to find 
locations that are dark enough for telescope study.  Previous locations now have too much light.  Dark sky areas 
in Florida are becoming extinct.   Rosemary Hill is one of the few remaining dark areas in North  Florida and 
the only one close to Gainesville.    The Rosemary Hill location has given them a dark enough and clear enough 
area for astronomical research and training by the University and many other groups.  A sand mine would leave 
particulates in the air  



2

which will invariably badly decrease visibility.  Lights from your location would make the area totally unusable. 
There are a lot more places to dig a sand mine than there are dark sky locations in Florida.   You don't realize 
how important this is as a teaching location for the University of Florida and for other organizations.   
Please grant our request and find another location for your sand mine.   We would be more grateful than you 
can imagine.   
With high hopes, 
Karen Schmitt  
 
NOTE: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender 
and know the content is safe. 
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Levy Planning

From: Ali Tretheway
Sent: Thursday, November 30, 2023 10:28 AM
To: Levy County Commission District 1; Levy County Commission District 2; Levy County 

Commission District 3; Levy County Commission District 4; Levy County Commission 
District 5; Stacey Hectus; Levy Planning; Wilbur Dean

Subject: Fwd: Public Comment Form

Please see email below, this will also be printed for review at the BOCC meeting. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Alicia Tretheway, MPA 
Procurement Coordinator/ADA Coordinator  
Levy County Board of County Commission  
310 School Street 
P.O. Box 310 
Bronson, FL 32621 
Cell: 352-441-0964 
Office: 352-486-5218 
Fax: 352-486-5167 
 
 
Under Florida law, email addresses are public records. Your e-mail communications may therefore be subject to 
public disclosure. If you do not want your email address released in response to a public records request, do not 
send electronic mail to this entity. Instead, you may contact this office by phone. The information contained in 
this email may be privileged and confidential information intended only for the entity to which it is addressed. 
If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any use, dissemination, distribution, copying 
or taking action in reliance upon this email is strictly prohibited. If you have received this email in error, please 
immediately notify the sender and delete this email entirely. 

From: noreply@revize.com <noreply@revize.com> 
Sent: Thursday, November 30, 2023 7:22:16 AM 
To: LevyBOCC <levybocc@levycounty.org> 
Cc: Ali Tretheway <tretheway‐ali@levycounty.org> 
Subject: Public Comment Form  
  
First-and-Last-Name = Dr, On behalf of the University of Florida, we would like to express our concern with a 
proposed sand mine operation in Levy County, which would be adjacent to UF property and UF’s Rosemary 
Hill Observatory. The Rosemary Hill Observatory, situated on state-owned land, has a 56-year history of 
operating in Levy County and it serves as a critical resource for the Department of Astronomy, as well as the 
general public. Currently, the observatory is located in one of the darkest areas in northern Florida, making it an 
ideal site for astronomical observations. The observatory’s significant contributions in education and research 
enabled it to be listed as one of the 35 Best College Observatories in the US by College Rank and one of the 30 
Best College Planetariums and Observatories by Great Value Colleges. Further, the observatory plays an 
important role in the Department of Astronomy’s educational outreach programs, including outreach to local K-
12 schools, K-12 teacher training, public and student astronomy clubs, and the general public. We are proud to 
partner on these outreach activities and believe that they are mutually beneficial to the university and the 
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community. UF’s operations at the observatory are unique and highly specialized, consisting of four facilities, 
research laboratories, telescope systems, a rotating slit dome, and supporting infrastructure. Over time, UF has 
made ongoing investments to the observatory, including renovations to the telescope, construction and 
enhancements to accommodate large classes, as well as the installation of a newly renovated 14-inch Meade 
telescope that is equipped with advance imaging technology. The total cost to replace these facilities, 
equipment, and supporting infrastructure is estimated to be more than $3 million. According to our analysis, the 
proposed sand mine operation would be located approximately 550 feet from UF’s property. Our concerns 
regarding the proposed sand mine as it relates to the observatory’s operations fall into the following categories: 
(1.) the impact of large amounts of airborne dust particles on equipment and observations, (2.) the impact of 
light pollution, and (3.) the impact of vibrations. If the proposed sand mine is approved, we expect that negative 
impacts on the observatory’s operation will be unavoidable and will likely render the observatory unusable. We 
outline each of our operational concerns in detail below. Impact of Airborne Dust Particles on Equipment and 
Observations One major concern of the proposed sand mine is the generation of airborne dust particles during 
mining operations. Given the close proximity of the proposed mine to the observatory, the generated dust 
particles will inevitably settle on sensitive observatory optics and equipment and impact their performance. 
Dust on astronomical mirrors would diminish their reflectivity, leading to a reduction in the telescope’s 
performance. Additionally, dust accumulated on mirrors, lenses, and filters can introduce optical aberrations 
such as scattering and diffraction, degrading the quality of our astronomical images. Airborne dust will also 
negatively affect the quality of our astronomical observations by scattering or blocking the incoming light. The 
length of the time that dust particles from a sand mine stay suspended in the atmosphere depends on several 
factors including the size and characteristics of the dust particles, the weather conditions, and topography. Many 
of these factors are uncontrollable and could suspend telescope operations. More critically the amount of 
airborne dust in the vicinity of the telescopes would need to be continuously monitored when the telescopes are 
operating so that the observatory could close and suspend operations when levels got high enough to cause 
damage to the equipment. Impact of Light Pollution Another major concern is that mining operations often 
require artificial lighting at night either for nighttime operation or for security. This can lead to increased light 
pollution in the vicinity of the observatory. As mentioned above, the Rosemary Hill Observatory is located in 
one of the darkest areas of northern Florida. A nearby sand mining operation would compromise the dark-sky 
quality of the location of the observatory. Introduced artificial light can scatter and create airglow which would 
reduce the ability to observe faint celestial objects due to the increased background light. Impact of Vibrations 
Mining operations can create ground vibrations that could affect the stability and precision of the optical 
alignment and sensitive astronomical instruments. Aligning the telescope optics is an important, time- 
consuming task. Having to correct for this on a regular basis would require increased technical support and 
associated expense and would decrease the effectiveness and usability of the facility. In particular, realignment 
of the telescope polar axis, a procedure sometimes required at observatories located on sites experiencing mild 
earthquake tremors, is a difficult task that requires engineering capabilities that may not exist in-house at UF. 
Given the above potential impacts, we would like to ask the Levy County Commission to withhold approval for 
the sand mine as it is currently proposed and emphasize that even with steps taken to mitigate for the negative 
impacts, having a sand mine at the proposed location would likely render the Rosemary Hill Observatory 
unusable. We are appreciative and proud of UF’s long-standing history in Levy County at the Rosemary Hill 
Observatory. We hope that our partnership will continue in many positive ways in the future. Thank you for 
your time and consideration. Sincerely, Dr. Elizabeth Lada Chair and Professor UF Department of Astronomy 
Elizabeth Lada 
Organization-Name-if-applicable = Department of Astronomy, University of Florida 
Address- = 211 Bryant Space Science Center 
City = Gainesville 
State = Florida 
PostZip-Code = 32611 
Email = elada@ufl.edu 
Meeting-Date = Dec 5 
Agenda-Item-if-applicable =  
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Comment = To the Honorable Levy County Commission:On behalf of the University of Florida, we would like 
to express our concern with a proposed sand mine operation in Levy County, which would be adjacent to UF 
property and UF’s Rosemary Hill Observatory. The Rosemary Hill Observatory, situated on state-owned land, 
has a 56-year history of operating in Levy County and it serves as a critical resource for the Department of 
Astronomy, as well as the general public. Currently, the observatory is located in one of the darkest areas in 
northern Florida, making it an ideal site for astronomical observations.The observatory’s significant 
contributions in education and research enabled it to be listed as one of the 35 Best College Observatories in the 
US by College Rank and one of the 30 Best College Planetariums and Observatories by Great Value Colleges. 
Further, the observatory plays an important role in the Department of Astronomy’s educational outreach 
programs, including outreach to local K-12 schools, K-12 teacher training, public and student astronomy clubs, 
and the general public. We are proud to partner on these outreach activities and believe that they are mutually 
beneficial to the university and the community.UF’s operations at the observatory are unique and highly 
specialized, consisting of four facilities, research laboratories, telescope systems, a rotating slit dome, and 
supporting infrastructure. Over time, UF has made ongoing investments to the observatory, including 
renovations to the telescope, construction and enhancements to accommodate large classes, as well as the 
installation of a newly renovated 14-inch Meade telescope that is equipped with advance imaging technology. 
The total cost to replace these facilities, equipment, and supporting infrastructure is estimated to be more than 
$3 million.According to our analysis, the proposed sand mine operation would be located approximately 550 
feet from UF’s property. Our concerns regarding the proposed sand mine as it relates to the observatory’s 
operations fall into the following categories: (1.) the impact of large amounts of airborne dust particles on 
equipment and observations, (2.) the impact of light pollution, and (3.) the impact of vibrations. If the proposed 
sand mine is approved, we expect that negative impacts on the observatory’s operation will be unavoidable and 
will likely render the observatory unusable. We outline each of our operational concerns in detail below. Impact 
of Airborne Dust Particles on Equipment and ObservationsOne major concern of the proposed sand mine is the 
generation of airborne dust particles during mining operations. Given the close proximity of the proposed mine 
to the observatory, the generated dust particles will inevitably settle on sensitive observatory optics and 
equipment and impact their performance. Dust on astronomical mirrors would diminish their reflectivity, 
leading to a reduction in the telescope’s performance. Additionally, dust accumulated on mirrors, lenses, and 
filters can introduce optical aberrations such as scattering and diffraction, degrading the quality of our 
astronomical images. Airborne dust will also negatively affect the quality of our astronomical observations by 
scattering or blocking the incoming light. The length of the time that dust particles from a sand mine stay 
suspended in the atmosphere depends on several factors including the size and characteristics of the dust 
particles, the weather conditions, and topography. Many of these factors are uncontrollable and could suspend 
telescope operations. More critically the amount of airborne dust in the vicinity of the telescopes would need to 
be continuously monitored when the telescopes are operating so that the observatory could close and suspend 
operations when levels got high enough to cause damage to the equipment.Impact of Light PollutionAnother 
major concern is that mining operations often require artificial lighting at night either for nighttime operation or 
for security. This can lead to increased light pollution in the vicinity of the observatory. As mentioned above, 
the Rosemary Hill Observatory is located in one of the darkest areas of northern Florida. A nearby sand mining 
operation would compromise the dark-sky quality of the location of the observatory. Introduced artificial light 
can scatter and create airglow which would reduce the ability to observe faint celestial objects due to the 
increased background light.Impact of VibrationsMining operations can create ground vibrations that could 
affect the stability and precision of the optical alignment and sensitive astronomical instruments. Aligning the 
telescope optics is an important, time- consuming task. Having to correct for this on a regular basis would 
require increased technical support and associated expense and would decrease the effectiveness and usability 
of the facility. In particular, realignment of the telescope polar axis, a procedure sometimes required at 
observatories located on sites experiencing mild earthquake tremors, is a difficult task that requires engineering 
capabilities that may not exist in-house at UF. Given the above potential impacts, we would like to ask the Levy 
County Commission to withhold approval for the sand mine as it is currently proposed and emphasize that even 
with steps taken to mitigate for the negative impacts, having a sand mine at the proposed location would likely 
render the Rosemary Hill Observatory unusable. We are appreciative and proud of UF’s long-standing history 



4

in Levy County at the Rosemary Hill Observatory. We hope that our partnership will continue in many positive 
ways in the future. Thank you for your time and consideration.Sincerely,Dr. Elizabeth Lada Chair and Professor 
UF Department of Astronomy 
Client IP = 68.228.96.4 
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Levy Planning

From: Stacey Hectus
Sent: Thursday, November 30, 2023 1:19 PM
To: Levy Planning
Subject: FW: Public Comment Form

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Another one. 
 
Stacey Hectus 
Planning and Zoning Director 
Levy County Planning and Zoning Department 
352‐486‐5203 
 
You can now subscribe to receive Board Meeting Documentation click here. 
 
Please call before coming into the office, with a shortage in staffing, our office hours may be altered. 
LAND DIVISION OR COMPLEX USE INQUIRIES REQUIRE AN APPOINTMENT. 

(If in a subdivision, please check Deed Restrictions/Covenants with the Clerk of Courts: 352-486-5266 or 
levyclerk.com) 
 

 
 

From: Ali Tretheway <tretheway‐ali@levycounty.org>  
Sent: Thursday, November 30, 2023 1:14 PM 
To: Levy County Commission District 1 <district1@levycounty.org>; Levy County Commission District 5 
<district5@levycounty.org>; Levy County Commission District 3 <district3@levycounty.org>; Levy County Commission 
District 2 <district2@levycounty.org>; Levy County Commission District 4 <district4@levycounty.org>; Wilbur Dean 
<dean‐wilbur@levycounty.org>; Levy Planning <planning@levycounty.org>; Stacey Hectus <hectus‐
stacey@levycounty.org> 
Subject: Fwd: Public Comment Form 

 
 
 
Alicia Tretheway, MPA 
Procurement Coordinator/ADA Coordinator  
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Levy County Board of County Commission  
310 School Street 
P.O. Box 310 
Bronson, FL 32621 
Cell: 352-441-0964 
Office: 352-486-5218 
Fax: 352-486-5167 
 
 
Under Florida law, email addresses are public records. Your e-mail communications may therefore be subject to 
public disclosure. If you do not want your email address released in response to a public records request, do not 
send electronic mail to this entity. Instead, you may contact this office by phone. The information contained in 
this email may be privileged and confidential information intended only for the entity to which it is addressed. 
If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any use, dissemination, distribution, copying 
or taking action in reliance upon this email is strictly prohibited. If you have received this email in error, please 
immediately notify the sender and delete this email entirely. 

From: noreply@revize.com <noreply@revize.com> 
Sent: Thursday, November 30, 2023 12:33:39 PM 
To: LevyBOCC <levybocc@levycounty.org> 
Cc: Ali Tretheway <tretheway‐ali@levycounty.org> 
Subject: Public Comment Form  
  
First-and-Last-Name = Elizabeth Lada 
Organization-Name-if-applicable = Department of Astronomy University of Florida 
Address- = 211 Bryant Space Science Building 
City = Gainesville 
State = FL 
PostZip-Code = 32611 
Email = elada@ufl.edu 
Meeting-Date = December 5, 2023 
Agenda-Item-if-applicable = proposed sand mine 
Comment = To the Honorable Levy County Commission:On behalf of the University of Florida, we would like 
to express our concern with a proposed sand mine operation in Levy County, which would be adjacent to UF 
property and UF’s Rosemary Hill Observatory. The Rosemary Hill Observatory, situated on state-owned land, 
has a 56-year history of operating in Levy County and it serves as a critical resource for the Department of 
Astronomy, as well as the general public. Currently, the observatory is located in one of the darkest areas in 
northern Florida, making it an ideal site for astronomical observations.The observatory’s significant 
contributions in education and research enabled it to be listed as one of the 35 Best College Observatories in the 
US by College Rank and one of the 30 Best College Planetariums and Observatories by Great Value Colleges. 
Further, the observatory plays an important role in the Department of Astronomy’s educational outreach 
programs, including outreach to local K-12 schools, K-12 teacher training, public and student astronomy clubs, 
and the general public. We are proud to partner on these outreach activities and believe that they are mutually 
beneficial to the university and the community.UF’s operations at the observatory are unique and highly 
specialized, consisting of four facilities, research laboratories, telescope systems, a rotating slit dome, and 
supporting infrastructure. Over time, UF has made ongoing investments to the observatory, including 
renovations to the telescope, construction and enhancements to accommodate large classes, as well as the 
installation of a newly renovated 14-inch Meade telescope that is equipped with advance imaging technology. 
The total cost to replace these facilities, equipment, and supporting infrastructure is estimated to be more than 
$3 million.According to our analysis, the proposed sand mine operation would be located approximately 550 
feet from UF’s property. Our concerns regarding the proposed sand mine as it relates to the observatory’s 
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operations fall into the following categories: (1.) the impact of large amounts of airborne dust particles on 
equipment and observations, (2.) the impact of light pollution, and (3.) the impact of vibrations. If the proposed 
sand mine is approved, we expect that negative impacts on the observatory’s operation will be unavoidable and 
will likely render the observatory unusable. We outline each of our operational concerns in detail below. Impact 
of Airborne Dust Particles on Equipment and Observations: One major concern of the proposed sand mine is 
the generation of airborne dust particles during mining operations. Given the close proximity of the proposed 
mine to the observatory, the generated dust particles will inevitably settle on sensitive observatory optics and 
equipment and impact their performance. Dust on astronomical mirrors would diminish their reflectivity, 
leading to a reduction in the telescope’s performance. Additionally, dust accumulated on mirrors, lenses, and 
filters can introduce optical aberrations such as scattering and diffraction, degrading the quality of our 
astronomical images. Airborne dust will also negatively affect the quality of our astronomical observations by 
scattering or blocking the incoming light. The length of the time that dust particles from a sand mine stay 
suspended in the atmosphere depends on several factors including the size and characteristics of the dust 
particles, the weather conditions, and topography. Many of these factors are uncontrollable and could suspend 
telescope operations. More critically the amount of airborne dust in the vicinity of the telescopes would need to 
be continuously monitored when the telescopes are operating so that the observatory could close and suspend 
operations when levels got high enough to cause damage to the equipment.Impact of Light Pollution: Another 
major concern is that mining operations often require artificial lighting at night either for nighttime operation or 
for security. This can lead to increased light pollution in the vicinity of the observatory. As mentioned above, 
the Rosemary Hill Observatory is located in one of the darkest areas of northern Florida. A nearby sand mining 
operation would compromise the dark-sky quality of the location of the observatory. Introduced artificial light 
can scatter and create airglow which would reduce the ability to observe faint celestial objects due to the 
increased background light.Impact of Vibrations: Mining operations can create ground vibrations that could 
affect the stability and precision of the optical alignment and sensitive astronomical instruments. Aligning the 
telescope optics is an important, time- consuming task. Having to correct for this on a regular basis would 
require increased technical support and associated expense and would decrease the effectiveness and usability 
of the facility. In particular, realignment of the telescope polar axis, a procedure sometimes required at 
observatories located on sites experiencing mild earthquake tremors, is a difficult task that requires engineering 
capabilities that may not exist in-house at UF. Given the above potential impacts, we would like to ask the Levy 
County Commission to withhold approval for the sand mine as it is currently proposed and emphasize that even 
with steps taken to mitigate for the negative impacts, having a sand mine at the proposed location would likely 
render the Rosemary Hill Observatory unusable. We are appreciative and proud of UF’s long-standing history 
in Levy County at the Rosemary Hill Observatory. We hope that our partnership will continue in many positive 
ways in the future. Thank you for your time and consideration.Sincerely,Dr. Elizabeth Lada Chair and Professor 
UF Department of Astronomy 
Client IP = 128.227.1.14 
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Levy Planning

From: Stacey Hectus
Sent: Thursday, November 30, 2023 1:19 PM
To: Levy Planning
Subject: FW: Public Comment Form

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Another one. 
 
Stacey Hectus 
Planning and Zoning Director 
Levy County Planning and Zoning Department 
352‐486‐5203 
 
You can now subscribe to receive Board Meeting Documentation click here. 
 
Please call before coming into the office, with a shortage in staffing, our office hours may be altered. 
LAND DIVISION OR COMPLEX USE INQUIRIES REQUIRE AN APPOINTMENT. 

(If in a subdivision, please check Deed Restrictions/Covenants with the Clerk of Courts: 352-486-5266 or 
levyclerk.com) 
 

 
 

From: Ali Tretheway <tretheway‐ali@levycounty.org>  
Sent: Thursday, November 30, 2023 1:14 PM 
To: Levy County Commission District 1 <district1@levycounty.org>; Levy County Commission District 5 
<district5@levycounty.org>; Levy County Commission District 3 <district3@levycounty.org>; Levy County Commission 
District 2 <district2@levycounty.org>; Levy County Commission District 4 <district4@levycounty.org>; Wilbur Dean 
<dean‐wilbur@levycounty.org>; Levy Planning <planning@levycounty.org>; Stacey Hectus <hectus‐
stacey@levycounty.org> 
Subject: Fwd: Public Comment Form 

 
 
 
Alicia Tretheway, MPA 
Procurement Coordinator/ADA Coordinator  
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Levy County Board of County Commission  
310 School Street 
P.O. Box 310 
Bronson, FL 32621 
Cell: 352-441-0964 
Office: 352-486-5218 
Fax: 352-486-5167 
 
 
Under Florida law, email addresses are public records. Your e-mail communications may therefore be subject to 
public disclosure. If you do not want your email address released in response to a public records request, do not 
send electronic mail to this entity. Instead, you may contact this office by phone. The information contained in 
this email may be privileged and confidential information intended only for the entity to which it is addressed. 
If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any use, dissemination, distribution, copying 
or taking action in reliance upon this email is strictly prohibited. If you have received this email in error, please 
immediately notify the sender and delete this email entirely. 

From: noreply@revize.com <noreply@revize.com> 
Sent: Thursday, November 30, 2023 12:33:39 PM 
To: LevyBOCC <levybocc@levycounty.org> 
Cc: Ali Tretheway <tretheway‐ali@levycounty.org> 
Subject: Public Comment Form  
  
First-and-Last-Name = Elizabeth Lada 
Organization-Name-if-applicable = Department of Astronomy University of Florida 
Address- = 211 Bryant Space Science Building 
City = Gainesville 
State = FL 
PostZip-Code = 32611 
Email = elada@ufl.edu 
Meeting-Date = December 5, 2023 
Agenda-Item-if-applicable = proposed sand mine 
Comment = To the Honorable Levy County Commission:On behalf of the University of Florida, we would like 
to express our concern with a proposed sand mine operation in Levy County, which would be adjacent to UF 
property and UF’s Rosemary Hill Observatory. The Rosemary Hill Observatory, situated on state-owned land, 
has a 56-year history of operating in Levy County and it serves as a critical resource for the Department of 
Astronomy, as well as the general public. Currently, the observatory is located in one of the darkest areas in 
northern Florida, making it an ideal site for astronomical observations.The observatory’s significant 
contributions in education and research enabled it to be listed as one of the 35 Best College Observatories in the 
US by College Rank and one of the 30 Best College Planetariums and Observatories by Great Value Colleges. 
Further, the observatory plays an important role in the Department of Astronomy’s educational outreach 
programs, including outreach to local K-12 schools, K-12 teacher training, public and student astronomy clubs, 
and the general public. We are proud to partner on these outreach activities and believe that they are mutually 
beneficial to the university and the community.UF’s operations at the observatory are unique and highly 
specialized, consisting of four facilities, research laboratories, telescope systems, a rotating slit dome, and 
supporting infrastructure. Over time, UF has made ongoing investments to the observatory, including 
renovations to the telescope, construction and enhancements to accommodate large classes, as well as the 
installation of a newly renovated 14-inch Meade telescope that is equipped with advance imaging technology. 
The total cost to replace these facilities, equipment, and supporting infrastructure is estimated to be more than 
$3 million.According to our analysis, the proposed sand mine operation would be located approximately 550 
feet from UF’s property. Our concerns regarding the proposed sand mine as it relates to the observatory’s 



3

operations fall into the following categories: (1.) the impact of large amounts of airborne dust particles on 
equipment and observations, (2.) the impact of light pollution, and (3.) the impact of vibrations. If the proposed 
sand mine is approved, we expect that negative impacts on the observatory’s operation will be unavoidable and 
will likely render the observatory unusable. We outline each of our operational concerns in detail below. Impact 
of Airborne Dust Particles on Equipment and Observations: One major concern of the proposed sand mine is 
the generation of airborne dust particles during mining operations. Given the close proximity of the proposed 
mine to the observatory, the generated dust particles will inevitably settle on sensitive observatory optics and 
equipment and impact their performance. Dust on astronomical mirrors would diminish their reflectivity, 
leading to a reduction in the telescope’s performance. Additionally, dust accumulated on mirrors, lenses, and 
filters can introduce optical aberrations such as scattering and diffraction, degrading the quality of our 
astronomical images. Airborne dust will also negatively affect the quality of our astronomical observations by 
scattering or blocking the incoming light. The length of the time that dust particles from a sand mine stay 
suspended in the atmosphere depends on several factors including the size and characteristics of the dust 
particles, the weather conditions, and topography. Many of these factors are uncontrollable and could suspend 
telescope operations. More critically the amount of airborne dust in the vicinity of the telescopes would need to 
be continuously monitored when the telescopes are operating so that the observatory could close and suspend 
operations when levels got high enough to cause damage to the equipment.Impact of Light Pollution: Another 
major concern is that mining operations often require artificial lighting at night either for nighttime operation or 
for security. This can lead to increased light pollution in the vicinity of the observatory. As mentioned above, 
the Rosemary Hill Observatory is located in one of the darkest areas of northern Florida. A nearby sand mining 
operation would compromise the dark-sky quality of the location of the observatory. Introduced artificial light 
can scatter and create airglow which would reduce the ability to observe faint celestial objects due to the 
increased background light.Impact of Vibrations: Mining operations can create ground vibrations that could 
affect the stability and precision of the optical alignment and sensitive astronomical instruments. Aligning the 
telescope optics is an important, time- consuming task. Having to correct for this on a regular basis would 
require increased technical support and associated expense and would decrease the effectiveness and usability 
of the facility. In particular, realignment of the telescope polar axis, a procedure sometimes required at 
observatories located on sites experiencing mild earthquake tremors, is a difficult task that requires engineering 
capabilities that may not exist in-house at UF. Given the above potential impacts, we would like to ask the Levy 
County Commission to withhold approval for the sand mine as it is currently proposed and emphasize that even 
with steps taken to mitigate for the negative impacts, having a sand mine at the proposed location would likely 
render the Rosemary Hill Observatory unusable. We are appreciative and proud of UF’s long-standing history 
in Levy County at the Rosemary Hill Observatory. We hope that our partnership will continue in many positive 
ways in the future. Thank you for your time and consideration.Sincerely,Dr. Elizabeth Lada Chair and Professor 
UF Department of Astronomy 
Client IP = 128.227.1.14 
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2603 NW 13th St., #161 
Gainesville FL 32609-2835 

 
 
Matt Brooks, Chair 
Desiree Mills, Vice Chair  
John Meeks, Commissioner  
Rock Meeks, Commissioner  
Tim Hodge, Commissioner  
 
Re: Petition No. SE23-01 
 
Dear County Commissioners: 
 
On behalf of the Alachua Astronomy Club, Inc., a 200 member publicly supported, non- 
profit organization composed of residents throughout North Central Florida, we are writ-
ing to express our concerns regarding a proposed sand mine operation in Levy County, 
on the agenda for approval, December 5, 2023.  
 
The Alachua Astronomy Club works in conjunction with the Astronomy Department of 
the University of Florida and utilizes the University’s Rosemary Hill Telescope site near 
Bronson, Florida for observational purposes. The telescope site is unique for its dark 
sky qualities, situated far from major light pollution sources. 
 
The proposed sand mine is adjacent to this telescope facility and, despite mitigation 
conditions in the permit, would pose a serious risk of particulate pollution from earthen 
removal, vibration dangers to sensitive telescopic instrumentation, and light pollution 
from vehicular and other equipment accessing the site. 
 
Progress always comes at the expense of preexisting land use and enjoyment, and a 
balancing act is always necessary. Private use and ownership of land can unfortunately 
impact neighboring ownership in detrimental ways. The Rosemary Hill Observatory is 
located in an especially dark sky area amenable to sensitive telescopic observation free 
from detrimental light pollution at night, plus air quality deterioration from fine particu-
lates which negatively impact telescopic surfaces.  
 



The Alachua Astronomy Club urges the Commission to carefully weigh these matters 
and to look beyond immediate gain and progress, and instead consider these other sig-
nificant issues. Rosemary Hill Observatory should continue to contribute to the health of 
the community, and not be made unusable for the sake of temporary benefits. 
 
Thank you for allowing us to express our concerns.   
 
Sincerely,        
 
/Terry Smiljanich 
 
Terry Smiljanich 
President 
Alachua Astronomy Club, Inc. 
Phone: 352-240-6821 
terry.smiljanich@alachuaastronomyclub.org 
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You don't often get email from gg0859@aol.com. Learn why this is important

To: Nicolle M. Shalley, 
Levy County Attorney: 

LESS THAN 48 HOURS AFTER BEING SWORN INTO OFFICE, GOVERNOR RON DESANTIS ISSUED AN EXECUTIVE ORDER OUTLINING HIS BOLD VISION FOR FLORIDA’S ENVIRONMENT.

The Executive Order directs strategic action with a focus on accountability, transparency and collaboration and includes a proposed $2.5 billion investment over four years. This funding – for Everglades restoration and protection of our water resources
– is the highest level of funding for restoration in Florida’s history.

Water is a key part of Florida’s cultural heritage and a clean and abundant supply of water is inextricably linked to our future prosperity and economic well-being. The Florida Department of Environmental Protection, Florida Department of
Health and Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission are working together to protect and restore our environment.

Download Executive Order

Florida is home to more large (first and second magnitude) springs than any other state. Springs support ecosystems, flow into rivers and offer many recreational opportunities.

Update: Wednesday, November 29, 2023

To: Levy County Commissioners

Re: PETITION NO SE 23-01: Ryan Thomas for 3RT Sand Mine.
Requesting a Special Exception for a major mining operation
-  December 5, 2023 meeting 9:00 AM 

Letter of Opposition to Proposed Rezoning and
Development

 John Meeks, Commissioner - District 1 (Term Ends 2024): district1@levycounty.org
Rock Meeks, Commissioner - District 2 (Term Ends 2026): district2@levycounty.org
Desiree Mills, Vice Chair - District 3 (Term Ends 2024): district3@levycounty.org
Tim Hodge, Commissioner - District 4 (Term Ends 2026): district4@levycounty.org
Matt Brooks, Chair - District 5 (Term Ends 2024): district5@levycounty.org

 

 OFFICIAL NOTICE: 

Levy County opted to include Comprehensive
Goals, Objectives, and Policies - regarding
Springs Protection Zone.
Element Guide: Oct 10, 2019

Objective 1 Springs Protection Zone

Objective 7 Intergovernmental Coordination

Objective 8 Outstanding Florida Springs Priority Focus Areas

Goal 1: Protect 1st and 2nd magnitude springs and
springshed areas as fragile resources necessary for
sustaining the community’s quality of life. 3RT Sand Mine is
in Springshed of Rainbow Springs

Objective 1 Springs Protection Zone (SPZ)
Protect 1st and 2nd magnitude springs through the designation of
the Fanning, Fanning/Manatee,and Manatee Springsheds as the
Springs Protection Zone (SPZ) as depicted in the Levy
County Springs Protection Element Map and the implementation
of the following policies.

Policy 1.1 Evaluate the commercial and industrial zoning districts
within the SPZ and limit those land use activities that pose a
significant threat to the springs. Land Use activities that pose a
threat to springs shall include, but not be limited to, the following
activities:
a. All industrial uses;
b. Quarrying, mining and processing of raw materials;
c. Gas stations;
d. Spray fields, land spreading of bio-solids; and
e. The concentration of onsite sewage treatment and disposal
units of intensity greater than one dwelling unit per three acres.

Policy 1.2 Where avoidance of impacts through the limitation of
land use activities is not
feasible, implement strategies and design standards in the land
development regulations that will minimize the impact of use and
development within the SPZ.

Policy 1.3 Mitigation of development impacts may include design
techniques, location
requirements, additional buffering requirements or other site
design standards.

Springs Protection Element Page 1 of 6

Objective 7 Intergovernmental Coordination

Coordinate with local governments throughout the springs
and springshed areas to ensure a consistent approach to
springs, springshed, ( including Rainbow Springs) and aquifer
protection.

Policy 1 The County shall consider an interlocal agreement that specifies
responsibilities for land development regulation, stormwater
management, and other matters that impact the springs and
springsheds. The interlocal agreement containing joint
strategies for springs protection shall be implemented by all
local governments within a springshed. Why is Levy County
not including Marion County or the City of Dunnellon with
this discussion?  
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Policy 7.2  County shall consider the creation of a joint development review
board

to be composed of representatives from all local governments
within the identified springsheds,) as well as affected regional
and state agencies. The Springshed of Rainbow Springs has
been clearly identified. ( is a 1st magnitude spring) 

Objective 8 Outstanding Florida Springs Priority Focus Areas

Levy County will continue to protect the most vulnerable areas of
identified Outstanding Florida Springs. 3RT Sand Mine 

Policy 8.1 Levy County will coordinate with the Florida Department of
Environmental
Protection and the water management districts to protect the
priority focus areas for identified
Outstanding Florida Springs (Manatee and Fanning Springs).

Policy 8.2 Once the priority focus area is established for an Outstanding
Florida Spring,
Levy County will adhere to the requirements contained in section
373.811, F.S. Springs Protection Element 

 

 Rainbow Springs 2023-07-23

Levy County 3RT Sand Mine is in
Springshed of Rainbow Springs 2023-
07-23
Update 2023-07-24: Draft Conditions from the Planning Commission to
the BoCC on SE 23-01 3RT Sand Mine, Levy County, FL 2023-07-20.

Maps of Florida Aquifer recharge areas going back to at least
1995 appear to show the mine site in a recharge zone.

Inline image

Rates of Recharge and Discharge to the Floridan Aquifer System in the Suwannee River
Water Management District, 1995, FCIT
USF, http://fcit.usf.edu/florida/maps/pages/9000/f9016/f9016.htm

This more recent map also appears to show that.

Inline image

Estimated Pre-Development Recharge, Hydrogeology of Florida, by Sam Upchurch,
Thomas M. Scott, Michael C. Alfieri, Beth Fratesi & Thomas L. Dobecki, First Online: 30
September 2018, DOI 10.1007/978-3-319-69635-5_4

But let’s look for something more authoritative. Like the Florida
Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP) Basin
Management Action Plan (BMAP) for Rainbow Springs,
December 2015. Which is one of the BMAPs required by the
Florida legislature.

The first figure in that BMAP shows the west border of the Rainbow
Springs BMAP area extending from Bronson southwest down CR 337
towards Dunnellon.
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Inline image

Figure 1: Rainbow Springs BMAP Area

This figure shows the mine site in a high to medium aquifer
recharge zone.

Inline image

FIGURE 7: DISTRIBUTION OF RECHARGE RATES

For comparison, the yellow outlines towards the upper left of this
map are the Levy County parcels of the mine and its access
routes. This maps’s area approximates that of the previous map.
You can clearly see the mine site is in the Rainbow Springs
springshed.

Seems like SWFWMD and the Levy County staff and Planning
Commission need to explain why Rainbow Springs was never even
mentioned.

 -jsq, John S. Quarterman, Suwannee RIVERKEEPER®

https://url.avanan.click/v2/___https://wwals.net/2023/07/23/levy-county-
3rt-sand-mine-is-in-springshed-of-rainbow-springs-2023-07-
23/___.YXAzOmxldnljbGVyazphOm86ODA4ZDY1NDlhOWIwMmExN2M5MjFmOWQyYzBjMWIzNDI6NjpmMzRlOmM1NTgzNjlkN2YzNjRlMTllYTM4ZGYwYjRmMjdjNGVhM2NmMWQ0NDQzNzY5ODA1OTZhODNmYmIzNGNlMGNlZjg6dDpU

Respectfully,

Glen Garner

PO Box 443

4251 NE 107th CT, Bronson, FL 32621

=============================

Glen Garner

cc Laura.Kramer@FloridaDEP.gov e 6 of 6
cc Jessica.Fetgatter@FloridaDEP.gov 
cc Stacey Hectus, Planning & Zoning Director 
cc Debbie Benton, Administrative Assistant II 
cc Nicki Bailey, Planner I -
cc John M. Siracusa, Esq
cc Frank Paul Slavichak - State Attorney Office 8th Circuit
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privileged and confidential information intended only for the entity to which it is addressed. If you are not the intended recipient, you 
are hereby notified that any use, dissemination, distribution, copying or taking action in reliance upon this email is strictly prohibited. 
If you have received this email in error, please immediately notify the sender and delete this email entirely.  
 

From: Levy County Commission District 5 <district5@levycounty.org>  
Sent: Friday, January 12, 2024 2:46 PM 
To: Stacey Hectus <hectus‐stacey@levycounty.org>; Levy Planning Zoning <LCPZ@levycounty.org> 
Subject: FW: Petition No SE 23‐1 

 
Please see below 
 

Ashley Holder 
Administrative Assistant II 
Levy County Board of County Commission 
310 School Street 
P.O. Box 310 
Bronson, Florida 32621 
Phone:  352‐486‐5218, Ext 1 
Fax:  352‐486‐5167 
 
To subscribe to Board Meeting Documents click here 
 
Connect with Levy County: 
 

  
 
Under Florida law, email addresses are public records. Your e‐mail communications may, therefore, be subject to public 
disclosure. If you do not want your email address released in response to a public records request, do not send 
electronic mail to this entity. Instead, you may contact this office by phone.  The information contained in this email may 
be privileged and confidential information intended only for the entity to which it is addressed. If you are not the 
intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any use, dissemination, distribution, copying, or taking action in reliance 
upon this email is strictly prohibited. If you have received this email in error, please immediately notify the sender and 
delete this email entirely. 

 
 
 

From: Philip Porter <petexx5000@icloud.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, January 3, 2024 11:06 AM 
To: Levy County Commission District 1 <district1@levycounty.org>; Levy County Commission District 2 
<district2@levycounty.org>; Levy County Commission District 3 <district3@levycounty.org>; Levy County Commission 
District 4 <district4@levycounty.org>; Levy County Commission District 5 <district5@levycounty.org> 
Subject: Petition No SE 23‐1 

 

Attn: Levy County Commissioners:  
 
Once again I come before you in writing to address this grievance. 
 
Petition No SE 23 - 1 requesting a special exemption to operate a major mining operation contains false and misleading statements. 
 

 You don't often get email from petexx5000@icloud.com. Learn why this is important  
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From the Petition: 
DIVISION 5. STANDARDS AND REQUIREMENTS FOR SPECIAL EXCEPTIONS Subdivision I. Special Exceptions in 
General 
Sec. 50-796. Generally.  
3.That the use will not cause substantial injury to the value of other property in the neighborhood where it is to be located.  
1. “ By incorporating the requirements of 50-719 of the Levy County Code into the design of the proposed use, the proposed use will 
not cause substantial injury to the value of the property (s) in the neighborhood where it is located and the land will return to the 
original use of Farm/Crop land upon completion.” (Applicant response to the rule without any evidence provided)  
This is a False, Misleading and Unsubstantiated statement!  
 
The truth of the matter is: No reasonable person, but only a person with utter disregard for the truth, could believe having a major 
mining operation’s entrance/egress servicing 150 dump trucks per day 1000 ft from my front door would not negatively impact my 
residential property value. On top of that, there  are proposed flashing warning signs that would probably be placed right in front of 
my house.  Then on top of that, County Road 337  has a culvert in front of my house where the shoulder drops off precipitously 
presenting a major hazard to life with a potential bottleneck so close. 
 
Other property owners are negatively affected also and to approve this Petition based on false statements would be a violation of their 
rights regardless of the extent of their damages.  
 
People are not ignorant of the nuisance. I lived with hundreds of dump trucks passing my home in the Spring of 2023 while this 
petitioner illegally mined a pit on the same property. It was unbearable. And that was when the entrance was a 1/2 mile farther down 
the road. The Commission has heard from the family that was next to that entrance/egress on NE 42nd St. It put that family and their 
child through hell. 
 
To approve the petition as presented with such obvious false statements would be in violation of Florida Statutes. 
 
Florida Statutes Title XLVI. Chapter 838.022.  
Section 838.022 - Official misconduct 
(1) It is unlawful for a public servant or public contractor, to knowingly and intentionally obtain a benefit for any person or to cause 
unlawful harm to another, by: 
(a) Falsifying, or causing another person to falsify, any official record or official document; 
(b) Concealing, covering up, destroying, mutilating, or altering any official record or official document, except as authorized by law or 
contract, or causing another person to perform such an act; or 
(c) Obstructing, delaying, or preventing the communication of information relating to the commission of a felony that directly 
involves or affects the government entity served by the public servant or public contractor. 
 
To approve this petition containing blatantly false and misleading statements is an act of falsifying an official record. 
 
Knowingly creating a false document may also be a violation of Florida Statutes Chapter 895 “Florida RICO (Racketeer Influenced 
and Corrupt Organization) Act.” 
 
I urge you to consider the consequences of approving a petition with obvious false statements. 
 
Philip Porter 
4451 NE County Road 337 
Bronson, FL 
32621 
 
NOTE: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender 
and know the content is safe. 
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Levy Planning

From: Levy Planning
Sent: Tuesday, January 16, 2024 8:49 AM
To: Ali Tretheway
Cc: Stacey Hectus; Levy County Attorney
Subject: RE: Public Comment Form

Thank you I will make sure to include this in the 3RT Sand Mine file.  
 

Thank you and have a blessed day, 
 
Elizabeth Vigorito 
Administrative Assistant II 
Levy County Planning & Zoning 
320 Mongo Street 
Bronson, FL  32621 
352‐486‐5203 
352‐486‐5405 Fax 
Levy County Planning & Zoning Website 
 
Office hours are Monday‐Friday,  8:00 am‐4:30 pm 
 
You can now subscribe to receive Board Meeting Documentation click here 
 
Under Florida law, email addresses are public records. Your e‐mail communications may therefore be subject to public disclosure. If 
you do not want your email address released in response to a public records request, do not send electronic mail to this entity. 
Instead, you may contact this office by phone.  The information contained in this email may be privileged and confidential 
information intended only for the entity to which it is addressed. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that 
any use, dissemination, distribution, copying or taking action in reliance upon this email is strictly prohibited. If you have received this 
email in error, please immediately notify the sender and delete this email entirely. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From: Ali Tretheway  
Sent: Tuesday, January 16, 2024 8:47 AM 
To: Levy Planning <planning@levycounty.org> 
Cc: Stacey Hectus <hectus‐stacey@levycounty.org>; Levy County Attorney <LevyCountyAttorney@levycounty.org> 
Subject: FW: Public Comment Form 

 
 
 
Alicia Tretheway, MPA 
Procurement Coordinator/ADA Coordinator  
Levy County Board of County Commission 
310 School Street 
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P.O. Box 310 
Bronson, Florida 32621 
Cell:  352‐441‐0964 
Phone:  352‐486‐5218, Ext 2 
Fax:  352‐486‐5167 
 

 
 
Connect with Levy County: 
 

  
 
Under Florida law, email addresses are public records. Your e‐mail communications may therefore be subject to public 
disclosure. If you do not want your email address released in response to a public records request, do not send 
electronic mail to this entity. Instead, you may contact this office by phone.  The information contained in this email may 
be privileged and confidential information intended only for the entity to which it is addressed. If you are not the 
intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any use, dissemination, distribution, copying or taking action in reliance 
upon this email is strictly prohibited. If you have received this email in error, please immediately notify the sender and 
delete this email entirely. 
 

From: noreply@revize.com <noreply@revize.com>  
Sent: Saturday, January 13, 2024 11:28 PM 
To: LevyBOCC <levybocc@levycounty.org> 
Cc: Ali Tretheway <tretheway‐ali@levycounty.org> 
Subject: Public Comment Form 

 

First-and-Last-Name = Jack Schofield, President WAR, inc. 
Organization-Name-if-applicable = Withlacoochee Aquatic Restoration (WAR. inc.) 
Address- = PO Box 350 
City = Inglis 
State = FL 
PostZip-Code = 34449 
Email = warinc.directors@gmail.com 
Meeting-Date = unknown 
Agenda-Item-if-applicable = Ryan Thomas Sand Mine 
Comment = WITHLACOOCHEE AQUATIC RESTORATION W.A.R. Inc. To implement civic action and to 
promote the common good of residents of the community with a focus on public awareness and responsible 
stewardship of regional water resources: the basis for all the natural systems that define Florida's Nature Coast. 
PO Box 350, Inglis FL. 3444912 January 2024MEMORANDUM FOR: Levy County Board of 
CommissionersSUBJECT: Ryan Thomas Sand MineCommissioners:The purpose of this correspondence is to 
express the Withlacoochee Aquatic Restoration (WAR) organization’s opposition to the subject mine because it 
may have a negative impact on the Withlacoochee River system in both flow and water quality. WAR is 
working hard with numerous governmental and non-government agencies to restore the Withlacoochee River to 
its “Outstanding Florida Waters” condition.River flow and water quality has been significantly degraded over 
the years since the failed Barge canal in the 1960’s. The proposed sand mine is in the spring shed of Rainbow 
Springs which is an essential and significant portion of water in the Rainbow River, Lake Rousseau, and the 

 You don't often get email from noreply@revize.com. Learn why this is important  
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lower Withlacoochee River. Please do not jeopardize this vital Levy County and Florida’s Nature Coast River 
System by approving this project.Sincerely,Jack H Schofield IIThe WAR Directors and Officers 
Client IP = 23.123.111.76 



ON FEBRUARY 6, 2024

Mining operations involve habitat destruction and biodiversity erosion.
Residents, especially those living close to to Ryan’s farm are vehemently opposed
to Petition NO SE 23-01 requesting a “Special Exception” for a major mining
operation allowing a sand mine on 400 acres of agricultural, and residential areas
as it will degrade and damage the environment.

Negative environmental impacts seem to outweigh positive effects in mining
worldwide,

biodiversity due to contamination of soil, groundwater, and surface water by chemicals
emitted from mining processes. These processes can affect the atmosphere from the
emissions of carbon which have an effect on the quality of human health and biodiversity.
Soil erosion can decrease the water availability for plant gro\Arth and disturb or destroy
productive grazing and croplands on farms. A sink hole at or near a mine site can occur
from the failure of a mine roof from the extraction of resources. This can be a serious hazard to

life as well as property devaluation. Accidents involving children and grazing animal are
common. This is too high a price to pay!

Environmental effects of mining include: erosion, sink holes, loss of

It is well documented that large areas of farmland in other parts of the
country have been destroyed by sand mines. Instead of growing crops that feed
people, and a loss of recreational potential or developing a productive equine industry, the
land becomes berms, walls of subsoil and topsoil piled up to 30 feet to hide the mines.
Farmers cultivating and grazing lands are destroyed as the demineralization and pollution
of soil and surroundings lead to formation of dead zones. People are left with acres of holes
in the ground in place of what was once rich, productive farmland. In the upper Midwest,^_
sand mines e;:o/odeo into including mines.I9 huoe indusiriai sand yacilities

Do la^e want io see this development andorccessino olsnis and rail heads.

led into a industrial. Commercialruination here? Do we want ia see Bronson tU:

a rural, agricultural comrrwnitv?or on the road ins id or■CJ

These mines destroy rural communities along with the farmland. Sand mines use
millions of gallons of groundwater every day. The water table will be lowered. A lowered
water table due to mining leaves drinking water wells dry and a deterioration of water
quality due to the dissolved materials from mining activities. LOCAL WELLS will run dry,

and the long-term availability of water for homes and farms will be threatened. Noise
pollution results as homesteads are being battered by mine blasting, which can cause ground
tremors. And, hundreds of diesel trucks passing at frequent intervals speed down rural

roads dropping sand along the way. Further, stadium lighting so bright it blots out the
night sky, and 24-hour operations could go on within a few hundred feet of homes and farms.”
(New York Times, May 23, 2016). As a result some farmers will sell their property and move
away, while for those determined to stay, life is changed forever. Sand mines do promise jobs,
but when the sand is exhausted, the mine is a hole in the ground and the jobs are gone.
Whereas, the farms that it replaced provided employment and sustenance for centuries.



Mining can have harmful effects on surrounding surface and groundwater. High
concentrations of chemicals such as arsenic, sulphuric acid, and mercury can spread over a

significant area of surface. Large amounts of water used for mine drainage, mine cooling,
aqueous extraction, and other mining processes increase the potential for these
chemicals to contaminate ground and surface water. In addition, disposal of waste water
produced by the mines are limited due to the contamination within the waste water. Runoff
containing these chemicals can lead to the devastation of surrounding vegetation.
Contamination from the leakage of chemicals also has an effect on the health of the local
population.

Mining creates air pollutants that have negative impact on plant growth. Air
pollutants are deposited on the soil affecting the function of the roots and interfere with soil
resource capture by the plants. At the ecosystem level, air pollution can shift the balance
among species, change the composition of the plant community, and in agricultural-
ecosystems, these changes may be manifested in reduced economic yield.

A sand mine is a major habitat modification. Trees,, plants, and top soil are cleared
from the mining area leading to destruction of agricultural land. The site produces mine waste,
residuals contamination of the environment. Adverse effects can be observed long after the

end of the mine activity. The biodiversity of the area is impacted. Destruction of the habitat
is the main component of biodiversity losses, but direct poisoning caused by mine-
extracted material, and indirect poisoning through food and water can also affect
humans, animals, vegetation, and microorganisms. Established plants will eventually die if
their habitat is contaminated. Soil erosion will make it inhabitable to plants.

Animals can be poisoned directly by mine products and residuals. Bioaccumuiation
in the plants or in the smaller organisms they eat can lead to poisoning: horses, goats, and
sheep are potentially exposed in certain areas to toxic concentrations in grass. A keystone
species, the endangered gopher tortoises who support all sorts of other organisms,
which use their burrows are sealed in their burrows to suffocate and starve to death.

Humans are affected by mining. This mine is a safety and health risk for residents
living in the area.This mine would permanently destroy the peace and quiet of thousands of
residents living around the proposed sand mine, and turn County Road 337 into a nightmare
for residential drivers and school buses by adding 150 diesel dump truck to the road from 7 to
6 every day. In addition, there are many diseases that can come from the pollutants that are
released into the air and water. People can suffer from various respiratory diseases. Pollutants
that end up in the water results in poor water quality. Cultivated crops might be a
problem near mines. Most crops can grow on weakly contaminated sites, but yield is lower
than it would have been in regular growing conditions. Plants also tend to accumulate heat
metals in their aerial organs, possibly leading to human intake through fruits and vegetable.
Regular consumption of contaminated crops might lead to health problems.

We need environmental sustainable use of our land. Sustainable means ability to

continue and be used for a long time. An alternative site must be considered for the
location of this sand mine as it is so close to our farms and homes and disrupts our
environment and livelihood

OV^
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Dear Levy County Commissioners, 
 
According to the board the only "pro"  for approval of the special exception for 3RT Sand Mine is protection of property 
rights. 
 
The Cost/Benefit to the community at large MUST be carefully considered. The overwhelming opposition from property 
owners and stakeholders has been made clear as well as the facts and science based information that has been provided 
to you. 
 
Concerns remain for the following serious issues : 
1) RISK to the community introducing excess of 150 heavy sand trucks onto our 2 lane narrow hilly roads compromising 
road safety. COST to the community could result in lost lives and of maintenance and repairs to roadways. 
 
2) RISK to the community water resources and Rainbow River Springshed. COST of a mistake that damages our aquifer 
cannot be calculated. 
 
3) RISK to the community and nearby property owners who experience stagnated or decreased property values impacts 
county tax revenue. COST is loss of investment and difficulty selling a home next to 45 year MAJOR MINING OPERATION. 
COST for residents health impacted by silica dust and loss of enjoyment and use of one's property and possibility of a 
lawsuit. 
 
4) RISK of the 3RT sand mine operating on and around Sabal Trail natural gas pipeline. In the event of explosion or leak, 
there's no rescue within 1/2 mile, only recovery. 
 
5) RISK to University of Florida Rosemary Hill Observatory a longstanding teaching facility, yes it is in fact a school, 
contrary to what the petitioner claimed to suit requirements. 
 
Therefore Commissioners, if you have any doubts or unanswered questions regarding the criteria to be met to pass this 
Special Exception, you must deny it outright or at the very least conduct more study into the complex issues involved 
that will impact the community for decades. 
An approval at this time could bring very serious consequences….. 
 
Thank you, 
Susan Vogt, 13251 NE Highway 27 Alt, Williston, FL 32696 
 
Sent from my iPad 
 
NOTE: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you 
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 
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Levy Planning

From: Levy County Commission District 3
Sent: Thursday, January 25, 2024 3:41 PM
To: Levy Planning; Stacey Hectus
Subject: FW: Attention: Desiree Mills regarding 3RT Sand Mine

Good Afternoon, 
 
I am forwarding an additional email pertaining to the sand mine. 
 

Lisa Makar 
Administrative Assistant II 
Levy County Board of County Commission 
310 School Street 
P.O. Box 310 
Bronson, Florida 32621 
Phone:  352‐486‐5218, Ext 1 
Fax:  352‐486‐5167 
 
To Subscribe to Board Meeting Documents click here 
 
Connect with Levy County: 
 

  
 
Under Florida law, email addresses are public records. Your e‐mail communications may therefore be subject to public 
disclosure. If you do not want your email address released in response to a public records request, do not send 
electronic mail to this entity. Instead, you may contact this office by phone.  The information contained in this email may 
be privileged and confidential information intended only for the entity to which it is addressed. If you are not the 
intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any use, dissemination, distribution, copying or taking action in reliance 
upon this email is strictly prohibited. If you have received this email in error, please immediately notify the sender and 
delete this email entirely. 
 

From: michael bell <mikeb2376@yahoo.com>  
Sent: Thursday, January 25, 2024 3:36 PM 
To: Levy County Commission District 3 <district3@levycounty.org> 
Subject: Attention: Desiree Mills regarding 3RT Sand Mine 

 

Dear Levy County Commissioners,   
 
According to the board the only "pro" for approval of the special exception for 3RT Sand Mine is protection of 
property rights.  
 
The Cost/Benefit to the community at large MUST be carefully considered. The overwhelming opposition from 
property owners and stakeholders has been made clear as well as the facts and science based information that 
has been provided to you. 

 You don't often get email from mikeb2376@yahoo.com. Learn why this is important  
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Concerns remain for the following serious issues : 
1) RISK to the community introducing excess of 150 heavy sand trucks onto our 2 lane narrow hilly roads 
compromising road safety. COST to the community could result in lost lives and of maintenance and repairs to 
roadways. 
 
2) RISK to the community water resources and Rainbow River Springshed. COST of a mistake that damages 
our aquifer cannot be calculated. 
 
3) RISK to the community and nearby property owners who experience stagnated or decreased property values 
impacts county tax revenue. COST is loss of investment and difficulty selling a home next to 45 year MAJOR 
MINING OPERATION. COST for residents health impacted by silica dust and loss of enjoyment and use of 
one's property and possibility of a lawsuit. 
 
4) RISK of the 3RT sand mine operating on and around Sabal Trail natural gas pipeline. In the event of 
explosion or leak, there's no rescue within 1/2 mile, only recovery. 
 
5) RISK to University of Florida Rosemary Hill Observatory a longstanding teaching facility, yes it is in fact a 
school, contrary to what the petitioner claimed to suit requirements. 
 
Therefore Commissioners, if you have any doubts or unanswered questions regarding the criteria to be met to 
pass this Special Exception, you must deny it outright or at the very least conduct more study into the complex 
issues involved that will impact the community for decades. 
An approval at this time could bring very serious consequences….. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Michael Bell 
Jackie Wellington  
 
Concerned land owners we own 13.5 acres near the proposed site. 
 
NOTE: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender 
and know the content is safe. 



LevyBOCC

Patricia Fox <patriciafox254@gmail.com>

Thursday, January 25, 2024 5:16 PM

Levy County Commission District 3
No sand mine. Destroying nature

From:

Sent:

To:

Subject:

I You don't often get email from patriciafox254@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

****Call to Action**** let's fill their mailboxes, cut and paste this form letter for emails.
John Meeks

Districtl @le\^countv.org

Rock Meeks

Distric2@levvcountv.org

Desiree Mills

District3@levvcountv.org

fimllodge
District4@lewcountv.org

Matt Brooks

District5@lewcountv.org

Dear Levy County Commissioners.

According to the board the only "pro" for approval of the special exception for 3RT Sand Mine is protection of
property rights.

The Cost/Benefit to the community at large MUST be carefully considered, 'fhe overwhelming opposition from
property owners and stakeholders has been made clear as well as the facts and science based information that
has been provided to you.

Concerns remain for the following serious issues :
1) RISK to the community introducing excess of 150 heavy sand trucks onto our 2 lane narrow hilly roads
compromising road safety. COST to the community could result in lost lives and of maintenance and repairs to

roadways.

2) RISK to the community water resources and Rainbow River Springshed. COST of a mistake that damages
our aquifer cannot be calculated.

3) RISK to the community and nearby property owners who experience stagnated or decreased property values
impacts county tax revenue. COST is loss of investment and difficulty selling a home next to 45 year MAJOR
MINING OPERATION. COST for residents health impacted by silica dust and loss of enjoyment and use of
one's property and possibility of a lawsuit.

4) RISK of the 3R'f sand mine operating on and around Sabal Trail natural gas pipeline. In the e\’ent of
explosion or leak, there's no rescue within 1/2 mile, only recovery.

5) RISK to University of Florida Rosemary Hill Observatory a longstanding leaching facility, yes it is in fact a

school, contrary to what the petitioner claimed to suit requirements.

1



Therefore Commissioners, if you have any doubts or unanswered questions regarding the criteria to be met to

pass this Special Exception, you must deny it outright or at the very least conduct more study into the complex
issues involved that will impact the community for decades.
An approval at this time could bring very serious consequences	

Thank you,

NOTE: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender
and know the content is safe.

2



1

Levy Planning

From: LevyBOCC
Sent: Friday, January 26, 2024 11:14 AM
To: Levy County Commission District 1; Levy County Commission District 2; Levy County 

Commission District 3; Levy County Commission District 4; Levy County Commission 
District 5; Levy Planning

Subject: Citizen Opposed to Sand mine

Good Day, 
 
Travis Barnett  
11591 NW 78 Ter. 
Chiefland, FL 32626 
 
Called this morning to state that he is opposed to the sand mine next to Rosemary Hill Observatory. He asked 
to send this message along to all Levy County Commissioners. 
 
Have a Great Weekend, 
 

Ashley Holder 
Administrative Assistant II 
Levy County Board of County Commission 
310 School Street 
P.O. Box 310 
Bronson, Florida 32621 
Phone:  352‐486‐5218, Ext 1 
Fax:  352‐486‐5167 
 
To subscribe to Board Meeting Documents click here 
 
Connect with Levy County: 
 

  
 
Under Florida law, email addresses are public records. Your e‐mail communications may, therefore, be subject to public 
disclosure. If you do not want your email address released in response to a public records request, do not send 
electronic mail to this entity. Instead, you may contact this office by phone.  The information contained in this email may 
be privileged and confidential information intended only for the entity to which it is addressed. If you are not the 
intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any use, dissemination, distribution, copying, or taking action in reliance 
upon this email is strictly prohibited. If you have received this email in error, please immediately notify the sender and 
delete this email entirely. 
 







January 28, 2024 

To Levy County Commissioners, 

One of my primary objections to the 3RT sand mine is the noise it will create in a residential area.  My 

property is less than one mile from the area expected to be mined.  I purchased my property primarily 

due to the quiet surroundings and no proximity to any major industrial activities, due to the blocks of 20-

acre A/RR zoned plots around me. 

Noise levels at surface sand mines are well-documented.  A study done by the National Institute of 

Health (NIH), Area Noise Assessment at Surface Stone, Sand, and Gravel Mines: Application for Reducing 

Worker Noise Exposure, demonstrates that across the many site operations of surface mines there are 

noise levels of 70-90 dB.  Further, a report published by the Department of Labor, Noise in the Mining 

Industry – An Overview, shows that specifically the trucks, scrapers, front end loaders, and dozers all 

produce 93-102 dB sound.  See figure below. 

 

 

 

 

This study also demonstrates that the surface diesel equipment generates noise at 95-105 dB at low 

frequencies, between 30 and 250 Hz.  See Figure 4 below. 

https://url.avanan.click/v2/___https:/www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC9278552/___.YXAzOmxldnljbGVyazphOm86NDZlM2I0YzBhZmUwNTA0NzBjN2ZjMjg4NGZhOWVlMWI6NjphNGMzOjRjYjJmYmI1YjY3NzU2MjNiZGJiZmUzNzM0YzkyN2JhMjYyYmRhZDBiMzMxM2EzMGFmODAwMTdkZmI1OGI3NjY6cDpG
https://url.avanan.click/v2/___https:/www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC9278552/___.YXAzOmxldnljbGVyazphOm86NDZlM2I0YzBhZmUwNTA0NzBjN2ZjMjg4NGZhOWVlMWI6NjphNGMzOjRjYjJmYmI1YjY3NzU2MjNiZGJiZmUzNzM0YzkyN2JhMjYyYmRhZDBiMzMxM2EzMGFmODAwMTdkZmI1OGI3NjY6cDpG
https://url.avanan.click/v2/___https:/www.osti.gov/servlets/purl/5773747___.YXAzOmxldnljbGVyazphOm86NDZlM2I0YzBhZmUwNTA0NzBjN2ZjMjg4NGZhOWVlMWI6Njo0Yzg1Ojg4NzFhNWZjNDFlNmZiY2YwYThiMWM0ZGYyZDI1NGVmZTBiODkwY2ZiZWQ5OTdiMzU2ZWY5MTQ3MjY5YzdiMzc6cDpG
https://url.avanan.click/v2/___https:/www.osti.gov/servlets/purl/5773747___.YXAzOmxldnljbGVyazphOm86NDZlM2I0YzBhZmUwNTA0NzBjN2ZjMjg4NGZhOWVlMWI6Njo0Yzg1Ojg4NzFhNWZjNDFlNmZiY2YwYThiMWM0ZGYyZDI1NGVmZTBiODkwY2ZiZWQ5OTdiMzU2ZWY5MTQ3MjY5YzdiMzc6cDpG


 

 

Low frequency sound, including those generated by diesel engines used in equipment to dig and 

transport sand, travels further than high frequency sound.  This is a well-documented fact in sound 

physics. 

Hydraulic fracturing is an activity very analogous to a surface sand mine due to its high-volume heavy-

truck traffic and large movements of sand (millions of pounds of sand a day) into the site.  I know this 

because I was one of the foremost technical experts for hydraulic fracturing when I was working at 

Schlumberger, the world’s largest oilfield services company, where I spent 14 years building my hydraulic 

fracturing expertise.  A study done at hydraulic fracturing sites by the University of Pennsylvania and the 

Air Force Institute of Technology, Noise Concerns of Residents Living in Close Proximity to Hydraulic 

Fracturing Sites in Southwest Pennsylvania, summarizes the noise levels at hydraulic fracturing sites up 

to 104 dBA at 15 meters from the source. 

During my time in hydraulic fracturing, I watched many states and countries try to mitigate sound when 

operating near residential areas.  Sand berms were quickly discarded as useless noise reducers.  Shipping 

container walls 16 feet high were erected in some places, and in others acoustic walls were set up to 40 

feet high.  A study done by Colorado State University, Noise Characterization of Oil and Gas Operations, 

https://url.avanan.click/v2/___https:/www.afit.edu/BIOS/publications/202019RichburgandSlagleyPublic_Health_Nursing.pdf___.YXAzOmxldnljbGVyazphOm86NDZlM2I0YzBhZmUwNTA0NzBjN2ZjMjg4NGZhOWVlMWI6NjoxOWJkOjhkMGM5MzdjN2UwNDgzMGU2YjUwYWY3YThlMjJjZTg0ZDM0NmJhNjFlMGFhNDVjMGU0YTBkNDY3ZTY2Zjg3ZjU6cDpG
https://url.avanan.click/v2/___https:/www.afit.edu/BIOS/publications/202019RichburgandSlagleyPublic_Health_Nursing.pdf___.YXAzOmxldnljbGVyazphOm86NDZlM2I0YzBhZmUwNTA0NzBjN2ZjMjg4NGZhOWVlMWI6NjoxOWJkOjhkMGM5MzdjN2UwNDgzMGU2YjUwYWY3YThlMjJjZTg0ZDM0NmJhNjFlMGFhNDVjMGU0YTBkNDY3ZTY2Zjg3ZjU6cDpG
https://url.avanan.click/v2/___https:/pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/28574803/___.YXAzOmxldnljbGVyazphOm86NDZlM2I0YzBhZmUwNTA0NzBjN2ZjMjg4NGZhOWVlMWI6Njo5MWEwOjg0ZmM3ZjdjMDAxMTc5MTM5OTExMTI4OWI4NmJhNTkyMzM5YzA2OWJhNGUxMzJhZTAzZmMxNGUxZmZiMDhjY2I6cDpG#:~:text=However%2C%20during%20drilling%2C%20hydraulic%20fracturing,c.


concluded that while a noise wall mitigation strategy reduced noise levels, “this reduction in noise was 

not sufficient to reduce the noise below the residential permissible noise level (55 dBA).”  Similarly, a 

noise monitoring service company states that “acoustical walls are not good at reducing low frequency 

sound”, and 20 to 40-foot-high sound walls are capable of reducing sound levels by only about 2 to 5 dBC 

at best. 

Municode shows that the maximum sound levels for A/RR is 65 dBA from 7 am to 10 pm and 55 dBA 

from 10 pm to 7 am. 

 

Using a free online distance attenuation calculator I can see that the noise level cited in the above 

resources to one mile away (i.e. from the mine to my house) will be over 63 dB, thus potentially an illegal 

level of noise during mining operation. 

https://url.avanan.click/v2/___https:/www.noisemonitoringservices.com/a-guide-to-colorados-cogcc-oil-and-gas-noise-standards/___.YXAzOmxldnljbGVyazphOm86NDZlM2I0YzBhZmUwNTA0NzBjN2ZjMjg4NGZhOWVlMWI6NjpkODZiOjY4ZGY2YWYwOTJlY2Q0OWUyNGZhNTNiOWQ4NmE5OWE2Zjc2ODVhN2E2N2NkNTkxNGYwZjAxNTA2ZWM0MTFkZTk6cDpG
https://url.avanan.click/v2/___https:/library.municode.com/fl/levy_county/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=COOR_CH50LADECO_ARTVIIIMIPR_DIV2NO_S50-351GENOCOMESTPR___.YXAzOmxldnljbGVyazphOm86NDZlM2I0YzBhZmUwNTA0NzBjN2ZjMjg4NGZhOWVlMWI6NjoxZTkxOjlhNjYwODgzNzI2MTYxZTdiMDI3M2EzZGFhNDg1ODk5NGU1YWZkOTYxM2Y3NTdhZDdjOTRjOWM1MGE0OGYyNjk6cDpG
https://url.avanan.click/v2/___https:/www.omnicalculator.com/physics/distance-attenuation___.YXAzOmxldnljbGVyazphOm86NDZlM2I0YzBhZmUwNTA0NzBjN2ZjMjg4NGZhOWVlMWI6Njo5NTBhOmY3ZmRlNGIwMzk2OGMxYmQ2MWUyNDJkNDBmNWZiNTVhMzZkOTNkMDdhYzgwOWE1YWM1M2NkNDBiMzkwNzU5NzE6cDpG


 

Using this same calculator, I can see that anyone whose property is within 4400 ft of the sand mine 

operating area will be burdened with an illegal level of noise. 

 



 

 

The last piece of this puzzle to bring to your attention is the temporal element.  Hydraulic fracturing sites 

only operate for about one month, so the noise levels aren’t a long-term or lifelong burden for nearby 



residents to face.  In the case of the 3RT sand mine, who is asking for 100 years, but have been 

downsized to 45 years, we are facing a very long-term burden for nearby residents.  Some of us are old 

enough to know we would be burdened by it for the rest of our lives. 

I fail to see how the noise from a site like this could be mitigated enough to reach a residential 

permissible level, thereby impacting the livelihoods of every resident within one mile of this proposed 

mine.  All of the residents within one mile of this area will have their own property rights infringed upon 

by one operation which is not appropriate for a residential area. 

Please include this information in the official record of proceedings concerning the pending 3RT sand 
mine application for a special exception to establish major sand mining operations near my home. 

Thank you. 

 

Respectfully, 

Kimberly Swift 

Chemical, Process, and Petroleum Engineer 

Phone: 352 226 2865 
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Levy Planning

From: LevyBOCC
Sent: Monday, January 29, 2024 8:19 AM
To: Levy Planning
Subject: FW: 3RT Sand Mine Special Exception Noise Violations
Attachments: image.png; image.png; image.png; image.png; Noise Levels Objection to 3RT Mine 28 

Jan 2024.docx

Good Morning, 
 
I have a feeling we will be getting a great deal more of these before next week’s meeting.  This one came in over the 
weekend. 
 
Have a great day. 
 
Lisa Makar 
Administrative Assistant II 
Levy County Board of County Commission 
310 School Street 
P.O. Box 310 
Bronson, Florida 32621 
Phone:  352-486-5218, Ext 1 
Fax:  352-486-5167 
 
To Subscribe to Board Meeting Documents click here 
 
Connect with Levy County: 
 

  
 
Under Florida law, email addresses are public records. Your e-mail communications may therefore be subject to public 
disclosure. If you do not want your email address released in response to a public records request, do not send 
electronic mail to this entity. Instead, you may contact this office by phone.  The information contained in this email may 
be privileged and confidential information intended only for the entity to which it is addressed. If you are not the 
intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any use, dissemination, distribution, copying or taking action in reliance 
upon this email is strictly prohibited. If you have received this email in error, please immediately notify the sender and 
delete this email entirely. 
 

From: Kim Swift <kim.a.bell@gmail.com>  
Sent: Sunday, January 28, 2024 10:29 AM 
To: LevyBOCC <levybocc@levycounty.org>; Levy County Attorney <LevyCountyAttorney@levycounty.org> 
Cc: Wilbur Dean <dean-wilbur@levycounty.org> 
Subject: 3RT Sand Mine Special Exception Noise Violations 
 

Good Morning Commissioners and Attorney Shalley, 

 Some people who received this message don't often get email from kim.a.bell@gmail.com. Learn why this is important  
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One of my primary objections to the 3RT sand mine is the noise it will create in a residential area.  My property is less 
than one mile from the area expected to be mined.  I purchased my property primarily due to the quiet surroundings 
and no proximity to any major industrial activities, due to the blocks of 20-acre A/RR zoned plots around me. 

Noise levels at surface sand mines are well-documented.  A study done by the National Institute of Health (NIH), Area 
Noise Assessment at Surface Stone, Sand, and Gravel Mines: Application for Reducing Worker Noise Exposure, 
demonstrates that across the many site operations of surface mines there are noise levels of 70-90 dB.  Further, a report 
published by the Department of Labor, Noise in the Mining Industry – An Overview, shows that specifically the trucks, 
scrapers, front end loaders, and dozers all produce 93-102 dB sound.  See figure below. 

  

 
 

  

This study also demonstrates that the surface diesel equipment generates noise at 95-105 dB at low frequencies, 
between 30 and 250 Hz.  See Figure 4 below. 
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The linked image cannot be displayed.  The file may have been moved, renamed, or deleted. Verify that the link points to the correct file and location.

 
 

  

Low frequency sound, including those generated by diesel engines used in equipment to dig and transport sand, travels 
further than high frequency sound.  This is a well-documented fact in sound physics. 

Hydraulic fracturing is an activity very analogous to a surface sand mine due to its high-volume heavy-truck traffic and 
large movements of sand (millions of pounds of sand a day) into the site.  I know this because I was one of the foremost 
technical experts for hydraulic fracturing when I was working at Schlumberger, the world’s largest oilfield services 
company, where I spent 14 years building my hydraulic fracturing expertise.  A study done at hydraulic fracturing sites by 
the University of Pennsylvania and the Air Force Institute of Technology, Noise Concerns of Residents Living in Close 
Proximity to Hydraulic Fracturing Sites in Southwest Pennsylvania, summarizes the noise levels at hydraulic fracturing 
sites up to 104 dBA at 15 meters from the source. 

During my time in hydraulic fracturing, I watched many states and countries try to mitigate sound when operating near 
residential areas.  Sand berms were quickly discarded as useless noise reducers.  Shipping container walls 16 feet high 
were erected in some places, and in others acoustic walls were set up to 40 feet high.  A study done by Colorado State 
University, Noise Characterization of Oil and Gas Operations, concluded that while a noise wall mitigation strategy 
reduced noise levels, “this reduction in noise was not sufficient to reduce the noise below the residential permissible 
noise level (55 dBA).”  Similarly, a noise monitoring service company states that “acoustical walls are not good at 
reducing low frequency sound”, and 20 to 40-foot-high sound walls are capable of reducing sound levels by only about 2 
to 5 dBC at best. 

Municode shows that the maximum sound levels for A/RR is 65 dBA from 7 am to 10 pm and 55 dBA from 10 pm to 7 
am. 
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The linked image cannot be displayed.  The file may have been moved, renamed, or deleted. Verify that the link points to the correct file and location.

 
 

Using a free online distance attenuation calculator I can see that the noise level cited in the above resources to one mile 
away (i.e. from the mine to my house) will be over 63 dB, thus potentially an illegal level of noise during mining 
operation. 

The linked image cannot be displayed.  The file may have been moved, renamed, or deleted. Verify that the link points to the correct file and location.

 
 

Using this same calculator, I can see that anyone whose property is within 4400 ft of the sand mine operating area will 
be burdened with an illegal level of noise. 
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The linked image cannot be displayed.  The file may have been moved, renamed, or deleted. Verify that the link points to the correct file and location.

 

  

The last piece of this puzzle to bring to your attention is the temporal element.  Hydraulic fracturing sites only operate 
for about one month, so the noise levels aren’t a long-term or lifelong burden for nearby residents to face.  In the case 
of the 3RT sand mine, who is asking for 100 years, but have been downsized to 45 years, we are facing a very long-term 
burden for nearby residents.  Some of us are old enough to know we would be burdened by it for the rest of our lives. 

I fail to see how the noise from a site like this could be mitigated enough to reach a residential permissible level, thereby 
impacting the livelihoods of every resident within one mile of this proposed mine.  All of the residents within one mile of 
this area will have their own property rights infringed upon by one operation which is not appropriate for a residential 
area. 

Please include this information in the official record of proceedings concerning the pending 3RT sand mine application 
for a special exception to establish major sand mining operations near my home. 

Thank you. 

 

Respectfully, 

Kimberly Swift 

Chemical, Process, and Petroleum Engineer 

Phone: 352 226 2865 
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NOTE: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender 
and know the content is safe. 
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Levy Planning

From: LevyBOCC
Sent: Monday, January 29, 2024 8:22 AM
To: Levy Planning
Subject: FW: Criminal Sand Mining Operations

Morning, 
 
Here is another sand mine response.   
 
Lisa Makar 
Administrative Assistant II 
Levy County Board of County Commission 
310 School Street 
P.O. Box 310 
Bronson, Florida 32621 
Phone:  352-486-5218, Ext 1 
Fax:  352-486-5167 
 
To Subscribe to Board Meeting Documents click here 
 
Connect with Levy County: 
 

  
 
Under Florida law, email addresses are public records. Your e-mail communications may therefore be subject to public 
disclosure. If you do not want your email address released in response to a public records request, do not send 
electronic mail to this entity. Instead, you may contact this office by phone.  The information contained in this email may 
be privileged and confidential information intended only for the entity to which it is addressed. If you are not the 
intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any use, dissemination, distribution, copying or taking action in reliance 
upon this email is strictly prohibited. If you have received this email in error, please immediately notify the sender and 
delete this email entirely. 
 

From: J King <jk32621-1@juno.com>  
Sent: Saturday, January 27, 2024 5:09 PM 
To: LevyBOCC <levybocc@levycounty.org> 
Subject: Criminal Sand Mining Operations 
 

This article in the upcoming issue of Scientific American sheds some light on current sand 
mining operations by organized crime. 
  
Please use caution that organized crime activities are not invited into our area with the proposed 
mining operation under consideration. 
  
Regards, 

 You don't often get email from jk32621-1@juno.com. Learn why this is important  
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Jeanette King 
  
https://url.avanan.click/v2/___https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/sand-mafias-are-
plundering-the-earth/?utm_source=pocket-newtab-en-
us___.YXAzOmxldnljbGVyazphOm86YTY1YjA2ODcwZDNmM2M2YzIwNjc0NGM1OTI0
ZjQ2NTM6Njo0NjlmOjUxMjViMWRiODk5Mjc1OTY0NDVhNGM2ZGRlYTRhZTU2NTVi
YWJlYzBlMDljZmQyMDNlZWEzOWFlZjg0OGQyZGE6dDpU 
 
NOTE: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender 
and know the content is safe. 
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Levy Planning

From: Glen Garner <gg0859@aol.com>
Sent: Friday, January 26, 2024 4:54 PM
To: Levy County Commission District 1; Levy County Commission District 2; Levy County 

Commission District 3; Levy County Commission District 4; Levy County Commission 
District 5; Stacey Hectus; Levy Planning

Cc: GLEN GARNER
Subject: “NO SAND MINE”

The proposed sand mine does not align with ANY of the ORDINANCE CRITERIA 
that must be considered by County Commissioners as our Codes provide. 
 
Criteria include Compatibility with existing land uses & zoning and not impacting 
surrounding property owners. Traffic and infrastructure must not be negatively impacted, 
straining local transportation, utilities, property values, and services. Environmental impacts must be 
assessed by evaluating impacts on stormwater, underground water/wells, natural resources,  
and threatened species. Community input should gauge the public's concerns regarding 
the Exception. Public interest impacts will not provide jobs, services, or materials to 
increase economic opportunity for locals. 
 
This Exception is based on one (Special Interest) individual reaping financial benefits at the expense 
of the  
entire community's well-being, safety, property values, taxes, and quality of life - over the next 50 
years.  
This isn’t just about one person’s property rights, it’s about the rights and well-being of the 
entire community. 
 
For the aforementioned reasons, I respectfully request that you OPPOSE Ryan Thomas for 3RT 
Sand Mine rezoning request -  

The intended use will cause substantial injury to the value of other properties in the neighborhood 
where it is to be located. 

Finally, the proposed use is inconsistent with the protection of agriculture and natural resources, per 
Levy County Comprehensive Plan Chapter 163, F.S. 

 
Keep Levy County Rural - Agricultural - and Maintain our Peaceful Quality of Life.  
 
 
Glen Garner   
4251 NE 107th CT 
Bronson, FL 32621 
 
 
 

 You don't often get email from gg0859@aol.com. Learn why this is important  
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NOTE: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender 
and know the content is safe. 
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Levy Planning

From: Stacey Hectus
Sent: Monday, January 29, 2024 11:47 AM
To: Levy Planning
Subject: FW: Sand Mine

In case you did not get one from the BoCC office yet.  Please include in the file. 
 
Stacey Hectus 
Planning and Zoning Director 
Levy County Planning and Zoning Department 
352-486-5203 
 
You can now subscribe to receive Board Meeting Documentation click here. 
 
Please call before coming into the office, with a shortage in staffing, our office hours may be altered. 
LAND DIVISION OR COMPLEX USE INQUIRIES REQUIRE AN APPOINTMENT. 

(If in a subdivision, please check Deed Restrictions/Covenants with the Clerk of Courts: 352-486-5266 or 
levyclerk.com) 
 

 
 

From: Helen Ciallella <dogzma66@gmail.com>  
Sent: Monday, January 29, 2024 11:41 AM 
To: Wilbur Dean <dean-wilbur@levycounty.org>; Levy County Attorney <LevyCountyAttorney@levycounty.org>; Levy 
County Commission District 1 <district1@levycounty.org>; Levy County Commission District 2 
<district2@levycounty.org>; Levy County Commission District 3 <district3@levycounty.org>; Levy County Commission 
District 4 <district4@levycounty.org>; Levy County Commission District 5 <district5@levycounty.org>; Stacey Hectus 
<hectus-stacey@levycounty.org> 
Subject: Sand Mine 
 

Good Morning, 
I have been following the Sand Mine proposal and the 
environmental impact.  As most of you know we are experiencing 

 Some people who received this message don't often get email from dogzma66@gmail.com. Learn why this is important  
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issues with the Withlacoochee River based on decisions made years 
ago.   
My concern regarding the sand mine is primarily, but not limited to 
the environmental impact in our county.   
My concerns are as follows: 
The depth of the dig, the distance from the aquifer, the potential 
impact on the Rainbow River Recharge which impacts the 
Withlacoochee River and other county waters, the Sabal Trail 
Pipeline, neighbors, traffic, roads, the Rosemary Hill Observatory, 
tourism, and the county as a whole. 
My question is.... 
Would a decision to approve this project protect the health, safety 
and welfare of Levy County residents and what are the benefits to 
the county by allowing this sand mine proposal to move forward? 
Respectfully, 
Helen Ciallella 
4702 Riverside Drive 
Yankeetown, Fl 34498 
352-571-0879 
 
NOTE: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender 
and know the content is safe. 
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