Levy County Board of County Commissioners
PO Box 310, Bronson, Florida, 32621

310 School Street, Bronson, Florida, 32621

Phone: 352.486.5218

Levy County Quarterly Department Report

Department information

Name of Department

Tourism

Name of Department Head

Catrina Sistrunk

Department Deliverables

Deliverable Second Quarter FY Third Quarter FY Fourth Quarter FY
(To be determined by (January-March 2026) (April-june 2025) (July-September 2026)
the Department Head)

Promotions in
Print, Digital &
Social Media, and
Tourism Website

Print Ads Published

Camp Florida RV Park
& Campground
Directory

American Road Spring
Fishing Lowdown Jan.,
Feb., & March

The Hidden Coast Jan.,
Feb., & March

Visit Florida Travel
Guide Business Listing,
1/6 pg. ad and 1/3 pg.
ad

Levy Citizen Winter FYI
Hidden/Nature Coast
Business Directory
Taste of the South
Small Town Issue
Hardisonink

Print Ads Published Print Ads Published
e Good Sam Ad and e Travel Taste & Tour

Advertorial Summer

e Levy County Spring | ¢ The Hidden Coast-July,
FYI Aug. & Sept.

e American Road e Fishing Lowdown-July,
Spring Aug. & Sept.

e Hidden Coast e The Last of Old FL

Restaurant Guide
e The Hidden Coast,
Apr., May and June | e

Vacation Rentals of the
Hidden Coast Counties
Florida Saltwater

e The Fishing Recreational Fishing
Lowdown Apr., Regulations
May and June e American Road
e USA Today’s Go Summer
Escape Summer e Undiscovered Florida
e Florida Saltwater e Hardisonink
Fishing Regulations
e Escape to the Brochures

Southeast °
e Hardisonink

Chiefland Watermelon
Trail Postcard

Charlie Kennedy, Vice Chair, District 1
Rock Meeks, District 2

Desiree Mills, District 3

Tim Hodge, Chair, District 4

Johnny Hiers, District 5
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*Multiple Print Ads
Submitted-will report
when published
Brochures

North Florida Trails
Things to Do in Levy
County

Big Bend Shellfish Trail
Brochure Update &
Reprint (with UF/IFAS)

Digital Ads

“Time Slows Down”
Cedar Key Digital
Marketing Campaign
with Cedar Key
Welcome Center

Visit Florida Video Co-
op Program

Social Media Ads

Weekly posts with
Meridian Pursuit
Taste of the South
Instagram
Sarah Phinney Social
Media Storyteller
Campaign*see report
o Cedar Key
Dining
Highlight
o Black Prong
o Williston
Itinerary
o Levy County
Adventures
You Can’t Miss
o Places You
Need to Eat in
Levy County
o Most Beautiful
Places in Levy
County

Tourism Website
Monthly Newsletter

Brochures

e  Whimsical Map

e ThingstoDoin
Levy County

Digital Ads

e “Time Slows
Down” Cedar Key
Digital Marketing
Campaign with
Cedar Key
Welcome Center

Social Media
e Weekly posts with
Meridian Pursuit

Tourism Website
Monthly Newsletter &
Independence Day
Newsletter

Additional PR (Free):

e Devil’'sDenin
Washington Post’s
“Craving an
Outdoor
Adventure? Florida
Has 26 Surprises in
Store”

e Devil’sDenin
Smithsonian’s “Get
Inspired With
These Eight Lesser-
Known Florida
Outdoor
Destinations”

e (Cedar Key in
Southern Living's
“This Quiet Florida
Island Serves Some
of the Freshest
Seafood in the
State”

Chiefland Watermelon
Trail Rack Card

Cedar Key Clam Trail
Rack Card

Social Media

Weekly posts with
Meridian Pursuit

Tourism Website

Monthly Newsletter

Additional PR (Free):

Sarah’s Outdoor
Adventures Social
Media Posts “How to
have the best day on
Cedar Key”, “Four of
Florida’s oldest hotels”,
“4 underrated towns in
Florida”, and “5 Old
Florida restaurants you
need to visit”
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TV20 Watermelon
Trail Highlight

Tourism Event
Sponsorships

Levy County Historical
Society (Radio ads)
Manatee Springs State
Park Trail Run

Premier Events

Wild Hog Canoe Race
Chiefland Watermelon
Festival

Chiefland Tour de
Melon

Cedar Key Arts Festival
($ and Promo items)
Cedar Key Tiki Fest
Cedar Key
Independence Day-
Fireworks &
Sandcastle

Cedar Lakes Woods
and Gardens Spring
Festival

Williston
Independence Day
Fireworks

Rural Counties Day
Booth (with Brooks
Dockside Seafood &
Driftwood Bar & Grill)

Promotional Items
for Cedar Key Arts
Festival delivered
to the CK Chamber
| Love Cedar Key
Letter of Support
to Vista Camp in
the Lower
Suwannee
National Wildlife
Refuge

Living Cedar Key Golf
Cart Tours

Blackwater Fishing
Tournament

The Big Squeeze Music
Festival radio ads
Williston Peanut
Festival

Purple Pinky Run
Cedar Key Seafood
radio ads (Sept.)
Withlacoochee Gulf
Preserve TV20 ads
Levy County Historical
Society Pioneer Day
Cedar Key Pirate
Festival

Agritourism Trail,
Municipality
Grants, County
Park Projects and
Chamber Brochure
Assistance

Cedar Key Clam Trail
Extension

Chiefland Watermelon
Trail

Williston Peanut Trail
Big Bend Shellfish Trail
Education Panel
Replacement Due to
Hurricane Damage
(with UF/IFAS)
Bronson Municipality
Grant-Independence
Day Event

Chiefland
Watermelon Trail-
6 watermelons are
painted and being
placed in their
locations. Official
ribbon-cutting
coming soon!
Cedar Key Clam
Trail 5 additional
clams delivered
and are being
painted now.

Chiefland Watermelon
Trail unveiling at the
Aug. 24 Chiefland City
Commission Meeting
with Watermelon
Queens/Royalty/Artists
Cedar Key Clam Trail
unveiling soon
Williston Peanuts
shipping soon
Yankeetown
Municipality Grant-
park benches

_
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Chiefland Municipality
Grant-Park Benches
Withlacoochee Gulf
Preserve Grant
County Park Kiosks
(with County Parks &
Rec)

Blue Spring County
Park Playground
Equipment (with
County Parks & Rec)
City of Williston
Brochure

Cedar Key Trestle
Kayak Trail with
Florida Paddling Trails
Assoc.

Williston Peanut
Trail-6 peanuts are
in production

Blue Spring County
Park playground
equipment
installed

County Park Kiosks
installed

Cedar Key Trestle
Kayak Trail
approved by
Florida Fish and
Wildlife
Conservation
Commission and
waiting for
post/marker
installation

Cedar Key
Municipality
Grant-
Beautification
Project

Inglis Municipality
Grant-4' of July

Comment:

Attend Visit Natural
North Florida
Meetings January &
March

Attend Cedar Key
Chamber Business
Afterhours Event

Attend VNNF
Meeting April
Attend Southeast
Tourism Society’s
Marketing College
at Mercer

Attend
Destinations
Florida Marketing
Summit

Hosted VNNF July
Meeting

Attended VNNF Sept.
Meeting in Dixie Cty.
Attended Chiefland
City Commission
Meeting on Aug. 24%
Attended Florida
Governors Conference
on Tourism

Tourist Development
Council Meeting Sept.
Levy County Economic
Development Meeting
Sept.

_
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Department Highlights

1. Year to Date Revenue Report
2. Advertisements, Brochures and Newsletters

5|Page
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Untamed. Unforgettable.

Plan your adventare today!
www.wvisitlevy.com

Levy County’s appeal extends beyond its nland beauty to s
coastal experiences. Yankestown, Inglis, 2nd Cedar Key offer a
viorant mix of waterfront views, iocal snops, and fresh Gulf
seafood The historic sland community of Cedar Key, in
particular, invites visitots to stow down and soak in its charm,
from dockside cining to quiet sunsets over the Gulf Nearby,
Waccasassa Bay Preserve State Park spans a vast strelch of sak
marsh and tidal creeks, attracting anglers, birdwatchers, and
outdoor enthusiasts alike. Inland, Goethe State Forest provides
miles oftrails for hiking, biking, and horseback riding through
pine forests and shaded hammocks

What sets Levy County apart 1s the freedom to explore at your
own pace while stilfinding plenty o do. From early morning
paddles to afternoons spent in the springs and evenings along
the Gulf, eact: day offers a different way to expenence Fiorida’s
natural side. Whether you're drawn by the water, the trails, of the
coastiine, Levy County defivers a summer experience that feels
active, refreshing, and full of discovery.

Check out VISITLEVY.COM and plan your summer

waier adventure today!

- Levy County, FL -

ucked a'ong Florida's

unspoiled Nature Coast, Levy

County offers a refreshing

alternative 1o the state’s more

crowded destinations. Here,
wide open lancscapes and nalural beauty
take center stage With more than 25
parks, preserves, springs, and refuges to
explore, it's a place where wildife
outnumbers people and every outing
leads to something new

Summer in Levy County s all about the
water, and few experiences rival a dip in
the cool, crystal-clear springs that dot the
area. At Manatee Springs State Parkand
Faoning Springs State Park, visitors can
senm, snorkel, or float in aquemarine
waters that stay refreshingly cool even on
the hottest days

These natural springs offer the
perfect way to recharge wnile
enjoying one of Flonda’s mast
«comic larascapes. Picnic areas,
ooardwanks, and shaced
gathering spots make it easy to
turn a quick stop into a full day of
explotation

For triose locking tc stay active,
the Suwarnee River provides the
perfect setting for kayaking and
paddienoarding Winding

DIVE INTO SUMMER

through cypress-inea banks and
quiet backwaters. the rver
reveals a side of Flonda that feels
wild and uniouched. Onland,
the MNature Coast State Trail
invites cyclists and walkers to
cover miles of scenic terrain,
where shaded stretches and
open vistas create an ideal
backdroo for a nde or nike:
Along the way, it’s common to
spotbirds, witles, and cther
native wiidli‘e
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Julyon The Hidden Coast Brings Us
Flreworks and Scallops'

"7 The How-Tos &
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v Pages 6-9!
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Perry, FL 32348
850-578-248%

20771'Keaton-Beach Dr.
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“LAID BACK

3u

countyvisitorsbures

f @levy

svisitlevycounty

ThetfiddenCoastMag.com « 15

D

4

T YTl
I
DUTDOAOR RECREA

Flpr
T4

{

‘:qu P R
epestofiDld

"

T

-}

¥ in North-Central Flosida

3
H ’
E )’L) N LOD
55-mile water

A

e —— TSR SEERIE!

e e s e g ovs ONIHSI JHL NI S39Vd GILAISSVTD
NMOGMOT" .25  M3INIHLAYLOLINIL 1I3443dV

-/, 2 -oNmSL, St 343H SI 4ININNS

See Pages¥

i$391440 31v1S3 Tv34 11V NOLLNILLY

WOOFANAUSINY
neaunglsiosin A3uno) Anaq




Ao e BT
Aeg « uipjuel « a3jU

B * .m.m_.m:_a‘. ybnoioqsiiiH « 09sed « BJINYEA * S * ANST « BIXIQ « JojAeL

auQ el

EELE

9207 ¥snbny | g uontp3 p aunjop

‘ ,'LAID BACK IN LEVY

)

Heritage Park, Downtown Williston
SeelPages|6:7;

0cl. 3194

HOLVIEIY Y00ALNG 3 INIHSIJ NO V] AIHINOW S.,1SV0) HICGIH 3H]

NMOQMOT
¥ ONIHSL

Saturday,

£
£
k-
=
=
S
=
£
=
S
=
~
-

3]
=
(7¢)
L
-
@
-

YL

=3

=

=
[—]

MOV YSYPaIA0YSWY | 6THS-8TE-TSE | 1 FIIWYVIAS

Mpvig 19004 vvadeD

> Brva ysy 03 2ams aq sdwiag uBy
U3 YN MoV YBU S5PAB Byvinauoy e

o ondo I
% w310 vondo v 9u3 240 spuayBl M

The Tn-Co

FORRERLR




s of

en Coast Counties

 Taylor | Gilchrist | Dixie | Levy | Pasco

L

3 ._.\S » 2
g . M 0 o
2 S £ £ > Sl
o5k K §
=

g R H %n.r:v? 3 e e
OPUBLLISH « UOSIDYSI « DDILUBIA » SB||LId * ybnosogsiiH « 0SB * BIIMIRAA * SNULD) *» AAST » BIXI( » \_O;m.._.

HOLVI¥IIY Y0OGLNO B INIHSIH NO BY] ATHINOI S,1SV0) NIQAIN 3H]

NMOJMOT
“ = ONI .Hmﬁ.k

970 1aquiaidas |  uonIp3 p swnjop sar

ycounty

www.VisitLevy.com

1927

>=
>
T
—
<
b4
O
<
(e8]
0
<
=

L.8.6.8.0 1
PUTNAMLODGE.COM

15487 NW HWY 19 Cross City, 32628
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Cover Your Next
ture in Levy County

Visit

VisitLevy.com

Designed by the best cast net man.
Feels and throws like a pro.

Fevy Caunty Visitors
Visitkevyeom

#Boar-ep

Survival Starts
with the Vest

Learn proper fit, smart
selection, and simple
maintenance that saves lives.

Take the course at
boat-ed.com/Lifejacket

FLORIDA SALTWATER RECREATIONAL

il ARecngnitlo'r_\.
Page 20-22°

Florida's [ Catch a Florida Memory- | * Fish Art Contest
Artificial Reefs | 10 Year Anniversary * su, |  Page 16
Page'4 {5 Page 22 |

‘ Applies to Florida State Waters of the Gulf and Imanllc] Issued: July 20:’;6’

& &
»Senrch MyFWC on Social Media ’g*’eb ¥
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Please visit MyFWC.q ishing/
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for the most current Ll P
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@ Empire State Bullding @ US Highway 2 @ Summer Photo Contest
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LAND OF GIANTS

W Where Bigls Bold and Beautiful



WIN a $100 GAS CARD from AMERICAN R
K“—-—l‘

Walk (o downtown shopping and dining
Easy driving to many area aftracticns
18 uniquely designed rooms.

”s le ine Helen

Sautee Nzcoccue: Cleyeland & Unicoi Stata Park

800- 858-802 www. HelenGa.org
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Chiefland \
WATERMELON TRAIL %

Visit local parks, restaura d shops

Waterm

of the

Jim King Realty g e,
315 N Main Street LY
Atist: Jianoina Hudson o i A

£ A\

ol

B
T cql’f

23 SE 2 Avenue
Artist: Carolyn Cohens

Evening Light
Artist: Pam Deas
City Pocket Park, 5* and G Streets

@

Wrap Your Arms around Art
Artist: Samm Wehman

Ans Center Sculpture Garden
457 24 Steet I<

Glimpse Inside Cedar Key
Artist Samm Wehman
' City Park, 2 and A Streets

Before Us
Artist: Lena Smyrnova
City Hall, 809 6* Street

[ +
o
Ve

Cycle of Water Old Dock Street
Artist. Travis Parks Artist: Mike Seagle
Water Tower, 8* and G Streets 1* and C Streets

Gl : @

D
Bz

Cedar Key’s Whirlpool
Artist: Paisley Hall

Artist Travis Parks
oint Park

Net Fishing Legas
M ing Legacy
@ 16050 East Point Road

Artist: Lena Smymova
Historical Museum @
609 2 Street

Clam farming in Cedar Key
provides jobs, environmentally
beneficial ecosystem services,
and healthy, nutritious and locally
produced seafood.

Festaurants
et
clams!

Shellfish aquaculture is a rela
industry in

employment opportunity for fis! s
facilitated through retraining programs. Today
about 150 grower est over 100 million
clams annually on submerged land leases

the Gul, producing 90% of the state's crop.

Learn more about Florida shellfish:

Big Bend Shellfish Trail
floridashelifishtrail.org

Shelifish Aquaculture Resources

shellfish ifas.ufl.edu

FL Dept. Agricuiture and Consumer Services
fdacs.gov/Divisions-Offices/ Aquaculture

UF s Esansion  fWLEW COOVIY

Sponsored by
Levy Caunty Visitors Sureau

s
Unwarsity of Flonda/IFAS Snellfish Extension

Cedar Kay Arts Ceater / City of Cadar Key

Ceder Key Aquacufture Association

DJJ&{JO 74
LEVY COUNTY

For a list of events in Levy County, please visit our website:
VisitLevy.com
o v 7 Cetlor Lakees Woods & Gardens For g

LIL 5PROUTS

Tales & Trails Series

CEDAR LAKES WOODS & GARDENS|  LEVY COUNTY RECREATIONAL
POND HOPPING STORY TIME & CRAFT SCALLOPING SEASON

(AGES 0-10) GO TO MYFWC.COM FOR DATES
AUGUST 8

S

CHIEF THEATRE CHIEFLAND MOVIE INGLIS MOVIE CEDAR KEY SHARK
NIGHT NIGHT

JUNIE B. JONES

THE MUSICAL AUG1® 8PM AUG7 @ 7PM
JULY 31-AUG 2 TRAILHEAD PARK INGLIS COMM
CENTER

SwWiM



For a list of events in Levy County, please visit our website:

CEDAR KEY
COASTAL
CLEANUP

SEPT.19
730AM-1Z00PM

VisitLevy.com

5™ ANNUAL
WILLISTON FIESTA
PT.19
M- 300PM
TEAD PARK

L

RANGH RUN
AT THE U

BLACKWATER
ANGLER FESTIVAL
& FISHING
TOURNAMENT
SEPT. 26 & 27



