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REGULAR MEETING 
LEVY COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

May 05, 2026 

The regular meeting of the Board of County Commissioners was held on May 05, 2026 at 9:00 A.M. in 

the BoCC meeting room at the Levy County Government Center. 

CALL TO ORDER: Chairman Tim Hodge called the meeting to order at 9:00 A.M.  

INVOCATION: Given by Comm. Hiers 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Led by Comm. Mills 

ROLL CALL: 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: 
District 1:  Vice Chairman Charlie Kennedy  

District 3: Comm. Desiree Mills 
District 4: Chairman Tim Hodge 
District 5: Comm. Johnny Hiers 

 
ALSO PRESENT: 
County Manager, Mary-Ellen Harper 
County Attorney, Byron Flagg (Gray Robinson) 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA: 

 Action Taken:  

 Amendments: 
o Motion   Comm. Mills motion to approve 

o Second   Comm. Kennedy 

o Vote Outcome  4-0 motion passes 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

RECOGNIZE ELECTED OFFICIALS:  

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

PROCLAMATIONS/RECOGNITIONS: 

1. Presentation of a proclamation declaring May 2026 as Foster Care Month. To recognize the 
importance of supporting children and youth in foster care, as well as families, caregivers, and 
professionals who serve them.  (Audio 4:40) 

 

 Presenter: Comm. Mills 

 Discussion: Picture taken with Commissioners and 3 employees representing Partnership for 

Strong Families. 

  Action Taken:  

o Motion   Comm. Kennedy motion to approve 
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o Second   Comm. Hiers 

 Vote Outcome  4-0 motion passes 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

PUBLIC COMMENTS: 

Jeff Hardison (Chiefland)- Emergency access to property 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

BUSINESS OR INFORMATIONAL ITEMS: 

2. Ratify the first extension of Emergency Declaration (Burn Ban) as declared by Resolution Number 
2026-10.  (Audio 12:09) 
 

 Presenter: LEVY COUNTY MANAGER – Mary-Ellen Harper, County Manager 

 Discussion:  

  Action Taken:  

o Motion   Comm. Mills motion to approve 

o Second   Comm. Kennedy 

 Vote Outcome  4-0 motion passes 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Ratify the second extension of Emergency Declaration (Burn Ban) as declared by Resolution 
Number 2026-10. (Audio 12:47) 

 Presenter: LEVY COUNTY MANAGER – Mary-Ellen Harper, County Manager 

 Discussion:  

  Action Taken:  

o Motion   Comm. Mills motion to approve 

o Second   Comm. Kennedy 

 Vote Outcome  4-0 motion passes 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Requesting the Levy County Board of County Commissioners to re-appoint Kelly Bishop to the 
Planning Commission for a term expiring April, 2030. (Audio 13:15) 

 Presenter: LEVY COUNTY MANAGER – Mary-Ellen Harper, County Manager 

 Discussion:  

  Action Taken:  

o Motion   Comm. Hiers motion to approve 

o Second   Comm. Mills 

 Vote Outcome  4-0 motion passes 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Receive a presentation on the Cow Creek Fire and consider establishing a work group to conduct a 
holistic evaluation of Fire and EMS service delivery in Levy County and provide recommendations to 
the Board of County Commissioners. Local municipalities will be included in the work group. (Audio 
13:46) 

 Presenter: LEVY COUNTY FIRE--Mitch Harrell, Chief 

 Discussion: As of today 2,364 acres have burned with 65% containment. Humidity levels 

extremely low on April 21, 2026 the day Cow Creek Fire started. 1500 acres burned the first 

night of fire. Received mutual assistance from several local and neighboring counties. Drought 
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index is still being monitored daily. 35 structures were protected from the fire with only 1 shed 

lost. Bronson had a 40 acre fire that was quickly contained same day Cow Creek Fire started. 

 

 Comm. Kennedy appointed to help coordinator this evaluation on behalf of the Board.  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. A request for a minor amendment to a special exception. Shanklin & Associates LLC, 6450 SW 101 
Terrace Cedar Key, FL.32625. Parcel Number 0133000400. (Audio 29:18) 

 Presenter: LEVY COUNTY DEVELOPMENT – Bernard “Bo” Cox, Provisional Building Official 

 Discussion: Amendment is to remove section 2 line 3 per property owner’s request. Second 

phase completion date amending December 31, 2026 to December 31, 2027. 

  Action Taken:  

o Motion   Comm. Hiers motion to approve 

o Second   Comm. Mills 

 Vote Outcome  4-0 motion passes 

 

 Public Comment:  

Jeff Hardison (Chiefland)-  Asked for clarification that this request was due to contract 

error. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. Approve the purchase of a set of extrication tools being placed on frontline apparatus and will 

replace outdated equipment in the amount of $25,761.15 from Southern Rescue Tools as a non-

competitive procurement in accordance with Sec. 2-204(b) of County Code. (Audio 32:12) 

Presenter: LEVY COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY – Mitch Harrell, Director 

 Discussion:  

 Action Taken:  

o Motion   Comm. Mills motion to approve 

o Second   Comm. Kennedy 

 Vote Outcome  4-0 motion passes 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

8. Approve the purchase of a power load needed for frontline apparatus in the amount of 

$29,364.77 from Stryker as a noncompetitive procurement in accordance with Sec. 2-204(a) of 

County Code. (Audio 33:12) 

 Presenter: LEVY COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY – Mitch Harrell, Director 

 Discussion:  

  Action Taken:  

o Motion   Comm. Mills  motion to approve 

o Second   Comm. Kennedy 

 Vote Outcome  4-0 motion passes 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

9. Approve the purchase of a 2026 Chevrolet Tahoe in the amount of $56,860.00 from Garber 

Chevrolet quoted under the Florida Sheriff’s Association Contract FSA 25VEL-33 in accordance 

with Sec. 2-200(c) of County Code. (Audio 33:56) 

Presenter: LEVY COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY – Mitch Harrell, Director 
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 Discussion:  This purchase is part of the Capital Fleet Plan for Public Safety and will provide 
a reliable frontline vehicle for use by our Community Paramedicine Team. Purchase is 100% 

grant funded. 

 Action Taken:  

o Motion   Comm. Mills motion to approve 

o Second   Comm. Hiers 

 Vote Outcome  4-0 motion passes 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

10. Direct staff to prepare a resolution to declare Elkins Road from its southern terminus to CR 40 as 
surplus real property and to donate said properties to the Town of Inglis. (Audio 35:54) 

 Presenter: Tom Strom, County Engineer 

 Discussion: Upon review it was determined that Elkins Road, from the boat ramp (southern 
terminus) to CR 40, should also be included in the transfer that BoCC directed staff to prepare at 
the February 17, 2026 BoCC Regular Meeting. Elkins Road is located within the Town of Inglis 
city limits and is currently maintained by Levy County. With this direction, staff will prepare a 
resolution to surplus both the boat ramp and Elkins Road, and donate them to the Town of 
Inglis. 

 Public Comment: Jeff Hardison (Chiefland) Thankful to BoCC members for this donation. 

 Action Taken 

o Motion   Comm. Mills motion to approve 

o Second   Comm. Hiers 

 Vote Outcome  4-0  motion passes 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

11. Approve Subcontract Amendment No. 1 with SWCA Environmental Consultants, Inc. for the 
Suwannee Sound – Cedar Key Oyster Rocks Restoration Project (RFP_2025_002, Contract ID 
2025_002), and authorize the County Manager to execute the amendment and all related documents. 
(Audio 38:04) 

 Presenter: Kari Bastow, Grants & Finance Manager 

 Discussion: Amendment increases the subcontract amount by $359,600. Funding is provided 
through the RESTORE Act and administered by The Gulf Consortium. Amendment No. 1 
incorporates a Change Order to align the project scope with finalized Florida Department of 
Environmental Protection Environmental Resource Permit requirements and to expand 
restoration activities based on available funding. 

 Action Taken:  

o Motion   Comm. Mills motion to approve 

o Second   Comm. Hiers 

 Vote Outcome   4-0 motion passes 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

PUBLIC COMMENTS: None 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

12. Request for Approval of Expenditures (Audio 40:06 ) 

 Chairman Hodge requested approval of expenditures in the amount of $4,890,170.18 
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 Action: 

o Motion:   Comm. Mills motioned to approve. 

o Second:   Comm. Kennedy 

 Vote Outcome:  4-0 motion passes 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

COMMISSIONERS REPORTS: 

Comm. Kennedy: Wants one of the BoCC members to become a liaison between County Manager 

and County Attorney so the board is better informed on issues.  

Comm. Mills: Invited citizens to attend the upcoming Canvas Board Meeting held by the Levy 

County Supervisor of Elections. 

Comm. Hodge: Wants to start the process of getting the 16 acres of timber cut and cleared for the 

new EOC building. Asked County Manager to have bids sent out. 

Comm. Hiers: Thanked Kari Bastow for all her hard work. Habit for Humanity coming to Levy 

County. Encouraged citizens to attend the Williston Baseball game against Trenton. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

BEING NO FURTHER BUSINESS TO COME BEFORE THE COMMISSION THE MEETING 

WAS ADJOURNED AT 10:18 A.M. 

 

ATTEST:     BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

      LEVY COUNTY, FL 

 

________________________________ __________________________________ 

Clerk of Court, Matt Brooks   Chairman, Tim Hodge 

 

 

 

Minutes Submitted by: Matt Brooks, Clerk of Court & Comptroller 

Date Submitted: May 5, 2026 


