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Press Release: BoCC Formally Requests the Suwanee River Water Management District to Re-Evaluate the
Increased Flood Zones in East Bronson and to Schedule Additional Opportunities for Public Input

Date of Issue: July 14, 2025

Bronson, FL — At the request of Commissioner Charlie Kennedy, District 1, the Levy County Board of County
Commissioners (BoCC) has formally petitioned the Suwannee River Water Management District to re-
evaluate the recent proposed flood zone changes affecting East Bronson and to provide additional
opportunities for public engagement on this matter.

The BoCC expressed particular concern regarding the proposed expansion of designated flood risk areas
within East Bronson, where several properties currently classified as Zone X (low risk) are slated for
reclassification to Zone A (high risk). In its formal letter, drafted by County Manager Mary-Ellen Harper on
behalf of the Board, the BoCC highlighted that many of the areas proposed for reclassification are underlain
by Astatula fine sand — a soil type recognized by the Florida Department of Environmental Protection as
highly porous and excessively well-drained. The BoCC respectfully requested that the District give further
consideration to local soil percolation rates in East Bronson before finalizing any flood zone changes that
could unnecessarily impose federal flood insurance requirements on property owners in areas without a
documented history of flooding.

Additionally, the BoCC noted the limited attendance at the Suwannee River Water Management District’s
July 1, 2025, public meeting in Bronson and formally urged the District to conduct further community
outreach in Levy County to ensure residents have ample opportunity to participate in the discussion.

A map highlighting the areas of East Bronson proposed for high-risk flood zone reclassification is provided
on page two of this press release. The BoCC’s formal letter to the Suwannee River Water Management
District appears on pages three through five.
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Proposed Flood Zones in East Bronson: Areas in Red Would Increase to High-Risk Flooding
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Leroy Marshall, P.E., PMP, CFM, Director, Resource Management & Projects Division
Suwannee River Water Management District
9225 CR 49, Live Oak, FL 32060

Dear Mr. Marshall,

| am writing on behalf of the Levy County Board of County Commissioners (BoCC) to express concern about
the proposed changes in the flood insurance rate maps. Of particular concern to the BoCC is the increase
in designated flood risk areas in East Bronson, where several properties are proposed to be reclassified from
X (low risk) to A (high risk). As part of our investigation of this change, we have observed that these areas
are well-drained. Reviewing the soil properties for East Bronson from the USDA, the primary soil
classification is Astatula fine sand, which has a high porosity and is considered excessively drained soil by
FDEP. This is also evident by the limited number of wetlands within this area, as illustrated by the National
Wetland Inventory. This reclassification may well cause flood insurance to be federally required for
mortgages in an area that does not have a history of flooding. The BoCC respectfully requests that this area
be re-evaluated and that additional consideration be given to the soil percolation rates in East Bronson.

The BoCC is also concerned that attendance at the public meeting in Bronson on July 1, 2025, was minimal.
Please accept this formal request for additional community outreach within Levy County. At a minimum,
the BoCC would like to host an evening meeting at the Government Center in Bronson and at least two
additional days of “office hours” at the Government Center to allow further opportunities for Levy County
residents to learn about the proposed flood insurance rate maps. The BoCC is willing to coordinate with
the District in notifying these meetings to share the information on our website and social media, including
specifically identifying the areas of Levy County that may be reclassified, and to explain to the residents what
these changes could mean for them.

Please accept this letter as a formal request to reevaluate the changes to the Flood Insurance Rate Maps
for East Bronson and for the district to schedule an evening meeting and two days of office hours at the
Levy County Government Center. My contact information is below.

Sincerely,

el

Mary-Ellen L. Harper, County Manager
Harper-Mary-Ellen@LevyCounty.org
352.914.7029

3|Page



mailto:Harper-Mary-Ellen@LevyCounty.org

sddew N Ut Ag psonpoud sem sBed sy)
(IMN) Asciusiu| spusiisp) |BuciEN

ouuerry [l puod seremysais [ puepom ouuely pue suvenis3 ]

seyi0 [  puenem anuys/parselog seremyseis [l 1epemdeaq aunew pue sutenisy [
‘9)is qam Jadde spuegap . b

9::0“.::88322:_35 wqa :e?uoswc»ogm;vam:g wv_mj_ . Ucm_~m>> ucmm&mEW ._mum\scmm__n_ D mv:w_uwg
PINOYS BJEP POJBJAI SPUBJOM [ "dBUI S} US UMOYS BJEP 0SEq

9} JO SSPUUBLIND JO AJBINOSE B4} JO) BIQISUOCISDI JOU S| 90AIOT L Ain

QJIPIM PUB ySi SN 9L "ARIO 00UDI0}0 [RIOUBD JO) ST dBw SiyL Gecoc L ANt

=
S
=

uosuoig 1seg

SDIAISS SYIPIIM PuUe Ysid "s'n




5|Page

¥ Jo | abey Aanng [10S anneladoo) [euoneN 321AJ3G UOIJBAIBSUOD
SeoziLLiL Aanng |10S qapm Sadinosay |eimeN mﬂma
PESOM NLT 2U0Z WLN :N365T  pRSOM 'STRUIRIO0D IAWED) JEa g tuendaaid dey
oee omL os ooy 0
_m n..:.uﬁwg ooy e oL 0 N <]
o P (58X, TT) adeaspue) yuo pmud )l 00£'L8: T :9p0s de &
5 «
= =
000558 000E9E 000858 0006V 000 000548 0006V 0008 0008€E 0ONEE
N.SEST o2 N SE AT o6
E NoLTIE 62 N LT 0E o567

(uosuoig 1583)
epuol4 Ajunoy Ara pue ‘epuol4 Ajuno) enyoey—dep |10

M Y6 28
M ESOv I8




