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 1 

 2 

ORDINANCE 3 

NUMBER 2025-2 4 

 5 

AN ORDINANCE OF LEVY COUNTY, FLORIDA, AMENDING THE 6 

TEXT OF THE LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE RELATED TO LOT, 7 

YARD AND HEIGHT REGULATIONS, TREE AND OPEN SPACE 8 

REQUIREMENTS AND ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENTS;   9 

PROVIDING FOR INCLUSION IN THE CODE; PROVIDING A 10 

SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; PROVIDING A REPEALING CLAUSE; 11 

AND PROVIDING DIRECTIONS TO THE CLERK AND AN 12 

EFFECTIVE DATE. 13 

 14 

WHEREAS, Section 1, Article VIII of the Florida Constitution and Chapter 125, 15 

Florida Statutes, vest the Board of County Commissioners of Levy County, Florida (the 16 

“Board”) with the authority to adopt county ordinances that are not inconsistent with state 17 

general or special law and provide the required procedures to adopt such ordinances;  18 

 19 

WHEREAS, in 1990, the Board adopted the Levy County Comprehensive Plan 20 

pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 163, Florida Statutes, which Comprehensive Plan 21 

has been amended through adoption of subsequent ordinances (the “Comprehensive 22 

Plan”);  23 

 24 

WHEREAS, in 1991, the Board adopted the Levy County Land Development 25 

Regulations, now codified as Chapter 50 titled “Land Development Code” of the Code of 26 

Ordinances of Levy County;  27 

 28 

WHEREAS, at its Regular Meeting on December 10, 2024, the Board requested 29 

information on the impervious surface ratios for development in surrounding counties;    30 

 31 

WHEREAS, at its Regular Meeting on January 21, 2025, the Board received a staff 32 

presentation, discussed and provided direction to staff to draft this Ordinance;  33 

 34 

WHEREAS, in the preparation of this Ordinance, staff found it necessary or 35 

advisable to reorganize and move certain portions of the text to more appropriate sections 36 

within the Code;  37 

 38 

WHEREAS, as required by Part II of Chapter 163, Florida Statutes and Section 39 

50-55 of the Land Development Code, this proposed ordinance has been reviewed by the 40 

County Planning Commission for consistency with the Comprehensive Plan and the 41 

Planning Commission recommendation has been forwarded to the Board; and   42 
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WHEREAS, at least ten (10) days’ notice has been given once by publication in a 1 

newspaper of general circulation notifying the public of this proposed ordinance and of a 2 

public hearing in the Levy County Government Center in Bronson, Florida.      3 

 4 

NOW  THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of County Commissioners 5 

of Levy County, Florida, that: 6 

 7 

SECTION 1. Section 50-678 of the Levy County Code is amended to read as follows:  8 

 9 

Sec. 50-678. – Lot Cover Regulations. 10 

 11 

Schedule 2-1. Lot Cover Regulations 
 

 Maximum impervious coverage expressed as a percentage  
of the lot size 

 
District Less than 1 acre 

 
1 – 4.99 acres 5 - 9.99 acres 10 acres or 

greater 
F/RR 
 

25% 20% 10% 5% 

A/RR 
 

25% 20% 10% 5% 

RR 
 

25% 20% 15% 10% 

R-1 
 

30% 20% 15% 10% 

R-2 
 

30% 20% 15% 10% 

RR-3C 
 

20% 15% 10% 5% 

R-3 
 

50% 40% 30% 20% 

C-1 
 

 
50 80%, regardless of lot size 

C-2 
 
C-3 
 
C-4 
 
I 
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RMU 
 

 
50%, regardless of lot size 

PF 
 
REC 
 

10%, regardless of lot size 

NR-CON 
 

Refer to Comprehensive Plan - Future Land Use Element 

PUD The lot cover regulations of the underlying zoning district, unless specific 
regulations are set forth in the PUD ordinance 

 
Note: In the event of conflict or inconsistency with the requirements of Federal or State 
agencies, the Federal and/or State requirements will control. 

 1 

SECTION 2. Section 50-691 of the Levy County Code is deleted in its entirety and 2 

portions thereof are relocated to more appropriate locations within the Code (as reflected 3 

in SECTIONS 3 and 4 below.)  4 

 5 

Sec. 50-691. – Reserved. Open space. 6 

 7 
(a) Lot cover. Schedule 2 of this article provides that, within the various districts, a 8 

portion of every lot of record will, when developed, remain as open space, i.e., not 9 

covered with impervious surfaces or structures. 10 

 11 
(b) Usable uplands and wetlands. Except for essential public utility services and 12 

electric generating facilities, one hundred percent of all wetlands shall be 13 

preserved in a natural state, except in circumstances where they must be crossed 14 

for access purposes. If wetlands are altered or destroyed by crossings, mitigation 15 

shall be required at the rate of 1.1 square feet of new wetlands per square foot 16 

destroyed. For each acre of preserved wetland, a minimum of one-tenth acre of 17 

contiguous upland will be dedicated to permanent open space. The development 18 

potential of the preserved uplands may be transferred to other uplands under the 19 

same common ownership, with a commensurate reduction in the average lot size. 20 

Development in wetlands necessary for essential public utility services and electric 21 

generating facilities shall be subject to the uniform mitigation assessment method 22 

for wetlands (UMAM) established by the Florida Department of Environmental 23 

Protection. 24 

 25 
(c) Density bonuses for public dedication. Developers who dedicate usable uplands 26 

to public use, (i.e., county, state, special district or private, nonprofit organizations), 27 

with public access, shall receive a density bonus of one dwelling unit per acre 28 

dedicated. The density bonus may be utilized on other lands that are contiguous 29 
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and under the same common ownership, with a commensurate reduction in the 1 

average lot size. 2 

 3 
(d) Trees. All open space areas shall contain a minimum of ten trees per acre. 4 

 5 

(1) Tree species shall be predominantly, i.e. over 50 percent, native trees. 6 

 7 

(2) If the tree species to be planted are not drought tolerant, an irrigation system 8 

must be installed. 9 

 10 

(3) Tree sizes and spacing or grouping shall be left to the discretion of the 11 

developer.   12 

 13 

SECTION 3. Section 50-191 of the Levy County Code is re-titled and amended as 14 

follows. 15 

  16 

Sec. 50-191. – Environmental assessments; Specific and cumulative impact 17 

protection.  18 

 19 

(a) Wetlands. Except for construction of a single-family dwelling, Aany 20 

development contiguous to a wetland, waters of the state, a wildlife management 21 

area or preserve, marine resources or any beach or shoreline shall provide an 22 

environmental assessment of the potential environmental impacts of the 23 

development upon those ecosystems, except as provided in subsection (b) of 24 

this section. The assessment must be prepared by a qualified firm or individual 25 

and, at a minimum, must document predevelopment conditions of the 26 

ecosystems; describe the cumulative effects of the various development phases, 27 

including surrounding development, upon environmental quality; and describe 28 

those actions to be taken to protect or improve environmental quality. 29 

 30 

(b) Exemption. Single-family development on tracts of record prior to January 1990 31 

is exempt from this requirement. 32 

 33 

(c) Standards. An environmental impact assessment shall meet the following 34 

minimum standards: 35 

 36 

(1) It shall be prepared by an individual or a firm with at least a four-year degree in 37 

the environmental sciences and unrelated to the applicant. 38 

 39 

(2) It shall document predevelopment conditions of the ecosystems described in 40 

subsection (a) of this section; it shall describe the cumulative effects of the 41 

various development phases, including surrounding development, upon 42 
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environmental quality; and it shall describe those actions to be taken to protect 1 

or improve environmental quality. 2 

 3 

SECTION 4. A new Section 50-195 is created within the Levy County Code to 4 

accommodate text relocated from Sec. 50-691 (deleted in SECTION 2 above.)   5 

 6 

Sec. 50-195.  Usable uplands and wetlands.  7 

 8 

Except for essential public utility services and electric generating facilities, one hundred 9 

percent of all wetlands shall be preserved in a natural state, except in circumstances 10 

where they must be crossed for access purposes. If wetlands are altered or destroyed by 11 

crossings, mitigation shall be required at the rate of 1.1 square feet of new wetlands per 12 

square foot destroyed. For each acre of preserved wetland, a minimum of one-tenth acre 13 

of contiguous upland will be dedicated to permanent open space. The development 14 

potential of the preserved uplands may be transferred to other uplands under the same 15 

common ownership, with a commensurate reduction in the average lot size. Development 16 

in wetlands necessary for essential public utility services and electric generating facilities 17 

shall be subject to the uniform mitigation assessment method for wetlands (UMAM) 18 

established by the Florida Department of Environmental Protection.       19 

 20 

SECTION 5 Section 50-192 of the Levy County Code, is deleted in its entirety and 21 

portions thereof are relocated to a more appropriate location within the Code (as reflected 22 

in SECTION 6 below.)      23 

  24 

Sec. 50-192. – Reserved. Trees and open space. 25 

 26 

(a) Dimensions. If a tree of 16 inches in diameter, or greater, as measured at a 27 

point of 4½ feet above ground level, must be removed for development 28 

purposes, a replacement tree shall be planted by the developer for each 29 

tree removed. 30 

(1) Trees removed for right-of-way or off-street parking construction and 31 

meeting the size criteria in this subsection shall be replaced by the 32 

developer in an area dedicated to permanent open space. 33 

(2) Trees removed for building construction and meeting the size criteria in 34 

this subsection shall, in the case of any structure other than a single-35 

family dwelling, be replaced in an area dedicated to permanent open 36 

space. 37 

(b) Exemption. Residential homes, and both agricultural and forestry land uses 38 

are exempt from this section. 39 

(c) Mitigation. Replacement tree sizes and species are optional, at the 40 

discretion of the developer. 41 

 42 
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SECTION 6.   Sec. 50-775(b)(2) of the Levy County Code is amended as set forth below.  1 

Except as amended herein, the remainder of Sec. 50-775 remains in full force and effect.  2 

 3 

Sec. 50-775. – Site plans; general design standards. 4 

 5 

 (b)   Compliance with the following general design standards, where applicable, must 6 

be noted or depicted on the site plan:   7 

 8 
  (2) Landscape. 9 

  (a) Landscape treatment for plazas, roads, paths, service and parking 10 

areas shall be designed as an integral part of a coordinated landscape 11 

design for the entire project area.  12 

 13 

  (b) Primary landscape treatment shall consist of shrubs, ground cover 14 

and street trees, and shall combine with appropriate walks and street 15 

surfaces to provide an attractive development pattern. Landscape materials 16 

selected should be appropriate to local growing conditions should be 17 

Florida-friendly, drought resistant and compatible with the area soils.   18 

 19 

  (c) Whenever appropriate, existing trees shall be conserved and 20 

integrated into the landscape design plan. For each tree 16 inches in 21 

diameter or greater, as measured at a point of 4½ feet above ground level, 22 

removed for development purposes, a replacement tree must be planted by 23 

the developer on the project site. Replacement tree sizes and species are 24 

left to the discretion of the developer. If the tree species to be planted are 25 

not drought tolerant, an irrigation system must be installed. These 26 

replacement trees are in addition to the open space trees required in (e) 27 

below.   28 

 29 

  (d) All streets bordering the project area shall be planted at appropriate 30 

intervals with street trees. 31 

 32 

  (e) Vegetation shall be Florida-friendly, drought resistant and compatible 33 

with the area soils.  All open space areas must contain (or be planted with)  34 

a minimum of 3 trees per acre on a project site greater than 10 acres; 5 35 

trees per acre on a project site of 5 to 10 acres; and 7 trees per acre on a 36 

project site of less than 5 acres. Tree species shall be predominantly (over 37 

50 percent) native trees. If the tree species to be planted are not drought 38 

tolerant, an irrigation system must be installed. Tree sizes and spacing or 39 

grouping are left to the discretion of the developer.   40 

 41 
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SECTION 7.  Inclusion in the Code.  The provisions of Sections 1 through 6 of this 1 

Ordinance shall become and be made a part of the Levy County Code, and the sections 2 

of this Ordinance may be renumbered or relettered and the word “Ordinance” may be 3 

changed to “section,” “article,” “regulation,” or other appropriate word or phrase in order 4 

to accomplish the codification.   5 

 6 

SECTION 8.  Severability Clause.  It is declared to be the intent of the Board that if any 7 

section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase, portion or provision of this Ordinance is 8 

for any reason declared or held invalid or unconstitutional by any court of competent 9 

jurisdiction, such section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase, portion or provision shall 10 

be deemed a separate, distinct and independent provision, and the remainder of this 11 

Ordinance shall be not affected by such declaration or holding.  12 

 13 

SECTION 9. Repealing Clause.  All ordinances or parts of ordinances and all resolutions 14 

or parts of resolutions of Levy County in conflict with this Ordinance are hereby repealed 15 

to the extent of such conflict.   16 

 17 

SECTION 10. Effective Date.  In accordance with Section 125.66, Florida Statutes, the 18 

Clerk to the Board of County Commissioners is directed to file this ordinance with the 19 

Florida Department of State within 10 days after adoption and upon such filing, this 20 

ordinance shall become effective. 21 

 22 

 ADOPTED on March 18, 2025. 23 

 24 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 25 

OF LEVY COUNTY, FLORIDA 26 

 27 

_________________________________ 28 

Desiree Mills, Chair 29 

ATTEST:  Clerk of the Circuit Court  30 

and Ex-Officio Clerk to the Board of  31 

County Commissioners 32 

 33 

____________________________ 34 

Matt Brooks     Approved as to form and legal sufficiency  35 

 36 

_________________________________ 37 

Nicolle M. Shalley, County Attorney 38 
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