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SPECIAL USE PERMIT 
CASE NUMBER(S):    SUP2025-00116 

APPLICANT(S):    ATLANTIS INDUSTRIAL PROPERTIES 

PROPERTY OWNER(S):   ATLANTIS INDUSTRIAL PROPERTIES 

LOCATION(S):     742 WINER INDUSTRIAL WAY  

PARCEL IDENTIFICATION NUMBER(S): 5113 053 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE:    2.98 ACRES 

CURRENT ZONING:    LM (LIGHT MANUFACTURING DISTRICT)  

PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT:   PLACE OF WORSHIP 

DEPARTMENT RECOMMENDATION: APPROVAL WITH CONDITIONS 

 

VICINITY MAP 
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ZONING HISTORY 

The subject property has been zoned LM (Light Manufacturing District) since 1970, the 
earliest zoning record on f i le for the parcel .  

PROJECT SUMMARY 

The applicant requests a Special Use Permit for 742 Winer Industrial Way to allow for an 
expansion of the Place of Worship at the location. The subject property is approximately 
2.98-acre parcel zoned LM (Light Manufacturing District), located along the eastern right-
of-way of Winer Industrial Way, south of its intersection with Old Norcross Road. 

SITE PLAN 
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ZONING AND DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS 

The property consists of an approximately 40,000 square-foot one-story office and storage 
warehouse building constructed circa 2003 with accessory landscaping, driveways, and 
parking.  

Article 1 Districts, Section 103.2 Use Table 

Standard Requirement Proposal Recommendation 

Place of Worship 
LM – 

Special Use Permit 
LM – 

Special Use Permit 
Approval w/ 
Conditions 

 

The Place of Worship has been located at 742 Winer Industrial Way since 2010, occupying 
approximately 5,191 square feet Suite G. According to interior finish plans submitted, the 
Place of Worship is proposing to expand the use by approximately 5,000 additional square 
feet into neighboring Suite C. Since a Place of Worship is an existing nonconforming use in 
LM (Light Manufacturing) zoning districts according to the 2020 Lawrenceville Zoning 
Ordinance, a Special Use Permit is required to expand the use at this location.  

Access to the property is provided via two curb-cuts extending from Winer Industrial Way. 
The plans submitted for the suite(s) propose approximately 180 seats in the main assembly 
space. At one parking space per four seats required for Places of Worship, parking 
regulations require at least forty-five (45) parking spaces for this type and size of facility. 
The existing parking lot consists of approximately eighty-two (82) parking spaces, which 
exceeds the minimum requirements and adequately provides enough off-street parking. 
The hours of operation for Places of Worship typically do not overlap with normal business 
hours, so competition for parking spaces with adjacent businesses is not anticipated. 

As condit ions for approval,  the Planning & Development department recommends that  
the exist ing park ing lot and landscaping shal l  be brought up to current zoning and 
development standards.  
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CITY OF LAWRENCEVILLE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP 

 

SURROUNDING ZONING AND USE 

The immediate surrounding area consists primarily of industrial uses on properties zoned 
LM (Light Manufacturing District) and HM (Heavy Manufacturing District) and 
institutional/medical uses on properties zoned OI (Office Institutional District).  To the 
south of the subject property, across the railroad right-of-way, are the single-family 
residential subdivisions of Craigdale Estates and Cramac Plantation, both zoned RS-180 
(Single Family Residential District. Overall, the proposed use is mostly compatible with 
surrounding land uses and zoning.   
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LAWRENCEVILLE 2045 COMPREHENSIVE PLAN – FUTURE LAND USE PLAN MAP 

 

2045 COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 

The 2045 Comprehensive Plan and Future Development Map indicates the property lies 
within the Industrial character area, defined as such: 

The industrial character area leverages both its location along SR 316 and the 
growing distribution and technology industries. This area supports a variety of 
job/work types with a focus on skilled jobs and attracting high-tech businesses in 
Class A office space and modern light industrial facilities. 

While not strictly consistent with the intent of the Industrial character area, the proposed 
use may nonetheless still be appropriate. 
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STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

As submitted, the proposal to acquire an SUP for a Place of Worship at this location may 
be appropriate, given the following: 

1. History of Operation – A Place of Worship has been active at this location as an 
existing nonconforming use since ~2010 without any notable incidents. A Special 
Use Permit will finally bring the use in line with its zoning and allow expansion 
efforts to proceed.  

2. City Council Precedent – A Place of Worship was approved as a Special Use in an LM 
zoning district at 860 Collins Hill Road in July 2024; see SUP2024-00091. 

3. Compatible Use – While the zoning and character area of the subject property is not 
strictly consistent with the proposed use, it should not interfere with the 
functionality of existing uses in the area. The hours of operation for a Place of 
Worship do not typically overlap with the normal business hours for the neighboring 
industrial uses. 

Given these factors, the Planning and Development Department recommends APPROVAL 
WITH CONDITIONS of this request. 
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CITY OF LAWRENCEVILLE DEPARTMENT COMMENTS: 

ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT 

No comment 

PUBLIC WORKS 

No comment 

ELECTRIC DEPARTMENT 

This location is served by Jackson EMC. 

GAS DEPARTMENT 

This location is served by Lawrenceville Gas. 

DAMAGE PREVENTION DEPARTMENT 

No comment 

CODE ENFORCEMENT 

See CEU2025-15864, an open code violation associated with il licit stormwater discharge 
at the subject property. Does not appear to be associated with the proposed church, but 
a neighboring industrial use.  

STREET AND SANITATION DEPARTMENT 

No comment 
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STATE CODE 36-67-3 (FMR.) REVIEW STANDARDS: 

1. Whether a zoning proposal will permit a use that is suitable in view of the use and 
development of adjacent and nearby property; 

The proposal may be suitable given that the church has operated on the site for more 
than a decade without issue and the surrounding area is predominantly industrial 
and institutional, which presents limited land-use conflict. 

2. Whether a zoning proposal will adversely affect the existing use or usability of 
adjacent or nearby property; 

The expansion is unlikely to adversely affect nearby properties because sufficient 
parking is provided and typical hours of worship do not overlap with surrounding 
industrial business operations. 

3. Whether the property to be affected by a zoning proposal has a reasonable 
economic use as currently zoned; 

The property currently has a reasonable economic use as an industrial facility and 
has been functioning with multiple suites.  

4. Whether the zoning proposal will result in a use which will or could cause an 
excessive or burdensome use of existing streets, transportation facilities, util ities, 
or schools; 

Impacts on public facilities would be anticipated in the form of traffic and util ity 
demand; however, these impacts may be mitigated with appropriate conditions, site 
development requirements, and planning.  

5. Whether the zoning proposal is in conformity with the policy and intent of the 
Comprehensive Plan;  

While not fully aligned with the Industrial character area’s emphasis on business 
and technology uses, the proposal remains conditionally appropriate given past 
approvals and demonstrated compatibility. 

6. Whether there are other existing or changing conditions affecting the use and 
development of the property, which give supporting grounds for either approval or 
disapproval of the zoning proposal;  

The long-standing presence of place of worship use, recent policy precedent for 
similar approvals in LM zoning, and limited operational interference with 
neighboring uses provide supportive grounds for approval, although an existing 
adjacent code-violation unrelated to the church should be monitored. 
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PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT 

RECOMMENDED CONDITIONS - 12012025 

SUP2025-00116 

Approval of Special Use Permit for a Place of Worship at the subject property, 
subject to the following enumerated conditions: 

To restrict the Special Use Permit as follows: 

A. Light Industrial uses, which may include a Place of Worship as a special use. 

1. No tents, canopies, temporary banners, streamers or roping decorated with 
flags, tinsel, or other similar material shall be displayed, hung, or strung on 
the site. No decorative balloons or hot-air balloons shall be displayed on the 
site. Yard and/or bandit signs, sign-twirlers or sign walkers shall be 
prohibited.  

2. Lighting shall be contained in cut-off type luminaries and shall be directed 
towards the property so as not to shine directly into adjacent properties or 
rights-of-way. 

3. Peddlers and/or any parking lot sales unrelated to the Special Use shall be 
prohibited. 

4. Dumpsters shall be screened by solid masonry walls matching the building, 
with an opaque metal gate enclosure. 

5. The owner shall repaint or repair any graffiti or vandalism that occurs on the 
property within 72 hours. The property’s parking lot shall be brought into a 
state of good repair and maintenance. This includes cleaning out runoff that 
has built up, repairing cracks that have formed, and restriping the parking 
bays. 

6. The property’s landscaping shall be replanted and constitently maintained 
so that patches of bare dirt and soil are minimized.  

7. Business must acquire a new Certificate of Occupancy within 90 days of 
approval from City Council, or this Special Use Permit is void. The name of 
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the business/tenant name shall be consistent across the Gwinnett Fire 
Marshall Certificate of Occupancy, City of Lawrenceville Certificate of 
Occupancy, and the City of Lawrenceville Occupational Tax Certificate. 
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