




March 20, 2023 

Dear Zoning Board 

Thank you for taking the time to consider our request to extend our operating hours from 11pm to 

Midnight on Friday and Saturdays.  I am Melissa Thomas (Owner of The Event House) and Director of 

Events at Eastern Market Corporation. My business partner, Cindy Jackson of (Jackson Five Star Catering) 

has been operating for over 30 years and is well respected in the events industry.   We recently leased 

the building 22701 Southfield Rd from the Surnow Group.  We are currently seeking a change in zoning 

to accommodate an Event venue.   

As I stated, I am the current Director of Events at one of the largest most sought-after event spaces in 

Detroit.  I have been with Eastern Market for 8 years and have cultivated amazing corporate and private 

event relationships with our guests.  I spend a great deal of my time referring guests to other venues 

because Eastern Market is a farmers market first and event venue second.  We can not host any events 

on Saturdays or Sundays due to our year round Markets.  My clients looking for a weekend booking have 

to be referred to other venues.  For that reason, we decided to open The Event House to accommodate 

clients that can’t book at Eastern Market.   

The Event House has cultivated a team of professionals who are well versed in executing events.  We will 

utilize a security company (Triple Threat Security) and (Extreme Clean) for all of the maintenance and 

janitorial needs.  Over the past 8 years since I have been managing the events, our clients can attest to a 

very positive and well run experience.  

Our goal is to bring more corporate events to our venue in Lathrup Village.  We will be very particular 

about the kinds of events that are approved at our event space.  Our anticipated type of bookings will be 

meetings, wedding receptions, showers, retirements, etc.  

We will have ample security on site the entire evening.  The licensed bar tenders will host last call service 

at 11pm.  The Event House will not have a liquor license on site.  Alcohol is only able to be purchased at 

the bar if it is a Nonprofit fundraiser and they have obtained their own liquor license from the State of 

Michigan.  ALL alcohol must be served from a license bartender provided by The Event House.   

If we are unable to be onsite until midnight this could greatly affect the success of our business.  All of 

the other event venues in the area can offer their clients a midnight load out. We would hate to lose 

perspective clients because their event would have to end at 11pm.   

We have a tremendous amount of experience producing well run, and well managed events. I have 

attached some of my corporate clients’ letters of recommendation for your review.    Please consider 

granting us an additional hour (midnight).  We believe this closing time is on par with industry standard 

and would ensure the success of this business. 

Thank you so much for your time and consideration of this request. 

Sincerely, 

Melissa Thomas (The Event House) 

Cindy Jackson (Jacksons Five Star Catering) 





 
 
 
September 12, 2022 
 
To Whom it May Concern: 
 
 
I am pleased to write this letter of support in the effort for Melissa Thomas to bring the Event 
House to the city of Southfield. 
 
As a long-time event producer in the Detroit area, I have been fortunate enough to bring a 
number of large-scale events to Melissa Thomas and her team at Eastern Market. Our clients 
from Delta Air Lines to the United Way have enjoyed high quality service and Melissa’s passion 
about delivering a memorable experience for everyone who enters her venue. Her level of 
detail and understanding of what goes into creating these experiences rivals any large sought-
after venue in the Detroit area.  
 
I am excited to bring my clients to this new thoughtful event space in Metro Detroit, that I know 
will be infused with the same type of professionalism and energy that we’ve become accustom 
to at Eastern Market.  I hope Melissa is provided with the necessary support to bring the Event 
House to the market.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Karina Jacques 
 
Partner & Producer, Elevate Production Group  
 



 
 
 
September 14, 2022 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
It is with great confidence that I am writing to recommend the services of Melissa 
Thomas. 
 
Sachse Construction has worked closely with Melissa for five years producing 
large scale events at Eastern Market.  
 
Melissa is a true professional and always a pleasure to work with. Her follow up is 
phenomenal and as an event planner, I value our business relationship and know 
that she will always follow through with every detail no matter how large or 
small.  
 
I can’t express enough how thrilled I was to learn that she may be opening The 
Event House in Southfield.  
 
Sachse Construction and our five sister companies host intimate events 
throughout the year, and we would naturally love to work with Melissa at a 
smaller venue like The Event House.  
 
Please don’t hesitate to call with any questions. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jill Brack 
Head of Community Engagement & Strategic Partnerships  
Phone: 313-618-1656 
Email: jbrack@sachse.net 
 

mailto:jbrack@sachse.net
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