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MARY M. KUCHAREK

B ei e r H OWI e tt mkucharek:dbhliw.us,com

- Telephone (248} 282-1075
ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELORS Fax (248) 633-9344

April 6, 2021

Mr. Joe Young, Village Manager
Village of Lake Orion

21 E. Church St.

Lake Orion, MI 48362

Re: Review of Legal Fees
Dear Mr. Young:

We are respectfully requesting a review of Beier Howlett’s legal fees. The reason for this
request is that we have not requested an increase to our hourly rate of $125 per hour in over 5
years.

You will find attached a summary of legal fees created by the State Bar of Michigan in
2017. You will note that we are in the lowest percentile of legal fees, and at the lower end of that
percentile as well. In this regard, we have enjoyed working for the Village of Lake Orion since
2016, and we humbly request a review of the fees being paid for services rendered. We are
requesting an increase to $165 per hour, placing us in the median range of fees as of 2017. We
believe as 0f 2021, $165 per hour would be below the median range.

Traditionally, several Beier Howlett attorneys work on the Village of Lake Orion matters
due to the complexity and need for service. At the present time, the Village's requirements are
being served by Rebecca Camargo, Peter Gojcaj, and the undersigned. The request for a rate
review is for the firm, not for any sole individual.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Very truly yours,
B}E;l:ijl HOWLI)Z;?T, P.C,
Mary M. éucharek M
MMK/je
Enclosure | | |
A Profassional Corporatian Established i 1903 300t W, Big Beaver Road. Suite 200. Troy. M| 48084

T {248) 645-9400 F {248) 645-9344
www.bhiaw.us.com
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Village of Lake Orion Village Council Minutes
Regular Meeting, Monday, April 26, 2021
Page 7 of 15

10. Agenda Items for Consideration

A. Financial Matters

1.

Legal Services Fee increase Request

Council Member Luchsinger stated part of the Council’s Goals and Objectives is
to review consultants contracts. She noted the five-year contract was signed
September 2016 and would be up in 2021. Council Member Luchsinger, noting
the attorney has requested an increase, suggested Council wait until review time
to consider this request.

President Van Portfliet stated there is no five year set date, noting the contract
says “it may be cancelled with notice when dissatisfied with services can
terminate with written request”.

Council Member Rutt stated if it is an at will contract what is the purpose of
reviewing it,

Council Member Luchsinger stated they are requesting to change the hourly
rate; therefore, Council should review the contract before changing it.

Council Member Lamb stated the contract is an extremely open-ended contract
that can be reviewed at any time. He suggested approving the increase and
review the contract at a future date because Council is currently reviewing two
major proposals, one for engineering services and the other for planners services
and in addition to the two engineering design proposals to be reviewed.

President Pro Tem Narsh stated it is in the Goals and Objectives to review;
however, the legal firm is most recent consultant we have changed. He notedis
extremely satisfied with the work of Beier Howlett and especially Mary
Kucharek, :

RESULT: =~ ADOPTED [6TO 1]
'|MOVER; Jerry Narsh, President Pro Tem
|SECONDER: - Teresa L Rutt, Council Member
AYES: Van Portfliet, Narsh, Hobbs, Lamb, Ru
" INAYS: ~ Sarah Luchsinger j o

RESOLVED: To approve the Beier Howlett general legal services hourly rate of $165.00
effective May 1, 2021 with the unFlFrstanding Council will review the legal team
contract at a date to be determined.

Stay Home, Stay Safe Executive Order * Lake Orion, Mi * 248-693-8391 *

www.lakeorion.org



