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E-BIKE Safety 
Discussion
Lake Worth City 
Commission
– May 5, 2026
Marc Wigder, JD MBA

E-BIKES (or Electronic bicycles) are 
traditional bicycles with a small 
electric motor mounted to them, 
allowing partial propulsion for 
limited distances and speeds of up to 
25-40
miles per hour

Marc Wigder 
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Marc D. Wigder, JD MBA
Retired City Councilman, Boca Raton

Retired Director, Palm Beach County League of 
Cities
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Florida Resident since 2005 

Real estate/Corporate attorney licensed in NY 
NJ FL - 28 years + (Florida 2006)

Living in Boca Raton

3 amazing children 
Malcolm 21 (College Grad – Rice U)
Amelia 19 (Going to College – Also Rice)
Henry 16 (eating more than all of us!)

Prior career In house counsel in Coral Gables 
before starting own real estate investment 
company here in Boca Raton focusing on 
sustainable small business solutions. 

Corp life led me (later in life)  to Yale MBA 
with sustainability subfocus

Also  Bike/Ped Board for 5 years before being 
elected. Runner, Biker, Tri’s…
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E-Bike safety issues and problems are all over the news. 

'We're not anti-e-bikes': Martin County sheriff shares e-bike 
concerns as legislation proposed

https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/crime/were-not-anti-e-bikes-martin-county-sheriff-shares-e-bike-concerns-as-legislation-proposed/ar-AA1RF6Di?ocid=BingNewsSerp
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•E-bike Usage 
increasing 
substantially 
yet regulations 
have not caught 
up. 
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FL DMV treatment of e-bikes. 

• FLORIDA’S E-BIKE LAW FOR THE ROAD » In Florida, an e-bike 
is defined as a “bicycle,” so long as it is capable of being 
propelled by human power and has a maximum speed of 
20mph. 
(What about more than 20??)

• The same rules of the road apply to both e-bikes and human-
powered bicycles. 

• » E-bikes are not subject to the registration, licensing or 
insurance requirements that apply to motor vehicles. (SB243 
did not pass)

• » Helmets are not required. There is a 16 year old age 
minimum for e-bike use. E-bikes are allowed on sidewalks 
and bike paths if under 20mph. 

• * The following Florida laws are referenced: Fla. Stat. §§
322.01, 316.003.
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• Fl Statutes for e-bikes. 
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Lake Worth Bicycle code
• Chapter 8 - BICYCLES | Code of Ordinances | Lake Worth Beach, FL | 

Municode Library
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Sec. 8-1. - Defined.
"Bicycle," as used in this chapter, shall mean any device propelled by human power upon 
which any person may ride, having two (2) tandem wheels either of which is sixteen (16) 
inches or more in diameter, and including any device generally recognized as a bicycle 
though equipped with two (2) front or two (2) rear wheels.

(Ord. No. 2017-15, § 2, 8-1-17)

https://library.municode.com/fl/lake_worth_beach/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIICOOR_CH8BI
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New Florida e-bike bill passes 
Senate unanimously - here's what 

riders need to know
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https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/new-florida-e-bike-bill-passes-senate-unanimously-here-s-what-riders-need-to-know/ar-AA1XIIX4?ocid=msedgdhp&pc=U531&cvid=69b022b8b7ab4a1e8fc377b4c9c8d56d&ei=13
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Un Packing Florida’s new SB 982

8



Your Logo or Name Here

New ordinance is a ‘move over’ law
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At 20 mph ≈ 29.3 ft/s. So 

basically if you have less 

than 2 seconds to avoid a 

collision…
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But maintain statistics for the task force to 
make future recommendations. 
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The World has changed – Even the definition of  a 
Bicycle has changed. 
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Micromobility is super 
accessible…and 
affordable…Demand goes 
up…use way up
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Step 1- Recognize the problem – its not just 
bikes, its electric “everything”!
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E-bike concerns

• Increased speed of bikes

• Reduced reaction times by bikes and 
pedestrians

• Increased weight of bikes (more difficult 
to maneuver)

• Risk perception difference (because it still 
looks like and acts largely like a bike). 

• Just like a car – breaking distances 
increase

14

• F = (0.5 * m * v^2) ÷ d

E-bike accidents are 
increasing. 

The force of impact of an 
electric bicycle and rider on 
a pedestrian can be almost 
four times harder. (1) 

(1) https://cleantechnica.com/2018/10/31/electric-bicycle-fatalities-injuries-are-rising/

https://cleantechnica.com/2018/10/31/electric-bicycle-fatalities-injuries-are-rising/
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E Bike technology is already beyond existing 
Classifications. 
• E-bike enforcement involves a combination of state and local regulations, 

speed limits, safety requirements, and community-focused policing 
strategies.

• Legal Framework and Enforcement

• E-bike laws in the U.S. are primarily state-regulated, with federal law 
defining low-speed electric bicycles for consumer safety but not for riding 
rules. Most states follow a three-class system: 

• electricbikeexplorer.com

• Class 1: Pedal-assist only, up to 20 mph

• Class 2: Throttle-assisted, up to 20 mph

• Class 3: Pedal-assist only, up to 28 mph, often restricted to riders 16+ 
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How do we deal with this?
Action Items - Issues and Solutions

16

Ed
u

ca
te • Educate on safety 

and Promote 
Healthy 
riding on streets, 
sidewalks and 
trails

• What is the law?

• What are the 
dangers?

• Community 
Workshops 

P
la

n
n

in
g 

Po
lic

y

• Planning Policy 

• Work with 
Tallahassee on 
updated regs

• Analyze city maps 
and traffic data 
for conflict 
points. 

• Work locally with 
traffic and 
development 
services for 
better local 
planning

• Wider buffered 
sidewalks or bike 
lanes

En
fo

rc
em

en
t • Enforcement

• Electric 
motorcycles 
are not E-
bikes. We 
Need 
enforcement 
(20+mph on a 
sidewalk), 
license plate 
on the road

• Partnerships

Work with 
Stakeholders –
bike advocates, 
-advisory board,
-police
-traffic 
department-
schools. Educate 
on safety and 
Promote Healthy 
riding and trails

Pa
rt

er
sh

ip
s
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Educate - Formal courses are available and widely 
used

• Skills teens need for safe ebiking - Ebike Training for Teens
17

https://teenebiketraining.com/
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Planning Policy – Easy to plan expensive to 
implement
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2009LWB 
Comprehensive Bike 
plan is great road 
map…

How are we doing?
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Plan is in place. 
New technology 
changes some 
considerations.. 
more difficult to 
implement. 
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CRA Bicycle Network Plan is a great start!
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Walkable (Bikeable?) Downtown??
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Beach bike path is beautiful …for a slow cruise 
not a 30mph e bike. (Lots of conflict points)
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AI tools and apps pinpoint places of ‘bike’ 
interest in town. 
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Embrace it!
Promote It!
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Enforcement

• Enforcement includes speed limits, helmet requirements, age 
restrictions, and equipment standards. For example, California 
requires e-bikes to meet battery and electrical safety certifications 
(UL 2849 or equivalent) and display proper classification labels. Local 
municipalities may impose additional rules for sidewalk riding, trail 
access, and pedestrian areas, and violations can be treated as 
noncriminal traffic infractions. 
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Regulation 
and 
Enforcement 
are catching 
up
(E-moto is 
the newest 
challenge!)
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New Legislation proposed (did not pass) 
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TALLAHASSEE, Fla. - Florida lawmakers are revving 
up new safety rules for electric bicycles and 
scooters.

Under House Bill 243, any e-bike capable of 
traveling more than 28 miles per hour or equipped 
with a motor of 750 watts or more would be 
reclassified as an "electric motorcycle."

That means those bikes would need to be 
registered, and riders would be required to have a 
driver’s license — and stay off sidewalks and bike 
lanes.

https://www.fox13news.com/tag/us/fl
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Partnerships- Mobility Plan is part of Arts and 
Culture plan…
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Boca Raton Bike and 
advisory committee filled 

with advocates – i.e. there 
are passionate & 

experienced stakeholders
Courtesy of boca first.org. 

Marc Wigder
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Start planning for reality. 
This is here and its not going away. 
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Start planning for reality. 
This is here and its not going away. 
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What does success look like?
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Measuring Success

Decrease in accidents (Vision Zero, SS4A)

Workshop attendance (Education sessions)

Online and campaign engagement (Marketing)

New policies, planning, and trails all over (Policy)
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Summary
All cities must consider new types of vehicles in 

traffic and trail design and safety
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• E-bikes (and their new ‘cousins’ like e-
scooters and the like) present new modes 
of transportation to residents, but also 
present new challenges to municipalities 
where they are being used in increasing 
numbers. 

• Safety concerns for these new e-vehicles 
has already increased substantially and will 
continue to do so until new regulations are 
put in place as well as new traffic design 
solutions. 

• The wide-spread adoption of these 
vehicles necessitates immediate attention 
to the foregoing concerns and challenges 
and a multi-prong strategy to keep 
‘everyone’ safe. 
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When asked to do a presi on an E-bike 
program in 5 minutes, what do you do?
• Ask Chat GPT!
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“A Community-Focused Safety Initiative
Presented by: [Your Organization Name]
Date: [Insert Date]…

Educate all riders on safe e-bike practices
Partner with local stakeholders
Improve local e-bike policies and infrastructure
Promote helmet usage and rule compliance…

Program Goals…

“Partnerships … Police Department
Local Schools & PTAs
Bike shops (safety gear discounts)
City Departments (Transportation & 
Planning)
Non-profits (Safe Streets, Vision Zero, etc.)
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When asked to do a presi on an E-bike 
program, what do you do?
• Ask Chat GPT!

35

The future is here. 
It includes e bikes and AI

…better get used to it, 
or it will pass us by

Thank you. 
Marc Wigder – marc@greenhouseoffices.net 561-759-8401

mailto:marc@greenhouseoffices.net

