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ORDINANCE 2022-18 - AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LAKE
WORTH BEACH, FLORIDA, REPEALING SECTIONS 15-90
“DEFINITIONS,” 15-91 “PROHIBITED ACTS REGARDING
PANHANDLING,” AND 19-14 “RIGHT-OF-WAY SOLICITORS AND
CANVASSERS” OF THE CITY CODE OF ORDINANCES WHICH MAKE
CERTAIN INSTANCES OF PANHANDLING OR SOLICITING IN PUBLIC
AREAS UNLAWFUL; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY, CONFLICTS,
CODIFICATION, AN EFFECTIVE DATE, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

WHEREAS, the City of Lake Worth Beach, Florida (the “City”) is a duly constituted
municipality having such home rule power and authority conferred upon it by the Florida
Constitution and Chapter 166, Florida Statutes; and

WHEREAS, section 15-91 of the City’s Code of Ordinances (the “Code”) makes it
unlawful to solicit money or other things of value in certain public areas, including bus
stops, public transportation facilities, public transportation vehicles, areas within fifteen
(15) feet of a sidewalk café, automatic teller machine, and the entrance or exit of a
commercial or governmental building, parking lots, parking garages and parking pay
stations owned or operated by the City and private property, unless the person
panhandling has permission from the owner of such property; and

WHEREAS, section 19-14 of the Code makes it unlawful for any person to canvass
or solicit in the right-of-way at certain designated intersections within the City; and

WHEREAS, the City’s law enforcement agency, the Palm Beach County Sheriff’s
Office (PBSO), ceased enforcing sections 15-91 and 19-14 on January 14, 2022; and

WHEREAS, given the prior decision to cease enforcement of these ordinances,
the City Commission believes it is prudent to repeal section 15-91 (and associated section
15-90 “Definitions”) and section 19-14 of the Code; and

WHEREAS, the City Commission finds and declares that the repeal of these
ordinances is appropriate, and in the best interest of the health, safety and welfare of the
City, its residents and visitors.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE
CITY OF LAKE WORTH BEACH, FLORIDA, that:

Section 1: The foregoing “WHEREAS” clauses are incorporated into this
Ordinance as true and correct findings of the City Commission.

Section 2: Chapter 15 “Offenses — Miscellaneous,” Article VI “Panhandling” is
hereby repealed in full as follows:

ARTICLE VI. - RESERVEDPANHANDLING
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Section 3: Chapter 19 “Streets and Sidewalks,” Article | “In General,” Section
19-14 “Right-of-way solicitors and canvassers” is hereby repealed in full as follows:

Sec. 19-14. — Reserved.Right-ef-way-solicitorsand-canvassers:
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Section 4: Severability. If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase or
portion of this Ordinance is for any reason held invalid or unconstitutional by any court of
competent jurisdiction, such portion shall be deemed a separate, distinct, and
independent provision, and such holding shall not affect the validity of the remaining
portions thereof.

Section 5: Repeal of Laws in Conflict. All ordinances or parts of ordinances in
conflict herewith are hereby repealed to the extent of such conflict.

Section 6: Caodification. The sections of the ordinance may be made a part of
the City Code of Laws and ordinances and may be re-numbered or re-lettered to

accomplish such, and the word “ordinance” may be changed to “section”, “division”, or
any other appropriate word.

Section 7: Effective Date. This ordinance shall become effective 10 days after
passage.

The passage of this ordinance on first reading was moved by Vice Mayor McVoy,
seconded by Commissioner Diaz, and upon being put to a vote, the vote was as follows:

Mayor Betty Resch AYE
Vice Mayor Christopher McVoy AYE
Commissioner Sarah Malega NAY
Commissioner Kimberly Stokes AYE
Commissioner Reinaldo Diaz AYE
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The Mayor thereupon declared this ordinance duly passed on first reading on the
6" day of September, 2022.

The passage of this ordinance on second reading was moved by
, seconded by , and upon being put to a vote,
the vote was as follows:

Mayor Betty Resch

Vice Mayor Christopher McVoy
Commissioner Sarah Malega
Commissioner Kimberly Stokes
Commissioner Reinaldo Diaz

The Mayor thereupon declared this ordinance duly passed on the day of
, 2022.

LAKE WORTH BEACH CITY COMMISSION

By:
Betty Resch, Mayor

ATTEST:

Melissa Ann Coyne, City Clerk



