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Enterococcus – Indicator Bacteria 
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Cyanobacteria - June 2, 2023



July 7, 2023





Policy Change – Waters of the United States (WOTUS)

• Under the Clean Water Act

• Sackett vs. EPA
• Petitioners Michael and Chantell Sackett purchased property near Priest Lake, Idaho, and 

began backfilling the lot with dirt to prepare for building a home. The Environmental 
Protection Agency informed the Sacketts that their property contained wetlands and that 
their backfilling violated the Clean Water Act, which prohibits discharging pollutants into “the 
waters of the United States.” 33 U. S. C. §1362(7). The EPA ordered the Sacketts to restore the 
site, threatening penalties of over $40,000 per day. The EPA classified the wetlands on the 
Sacketts’ lot as “waters of the United States” because they were near a ditch that fed into a 
creek, which fed into Priest Lake, a navigable, intrastate lake. The Sacketts sued, alleging that 
their property was not “waters of the United States.”

• “first, that the adjacent [body of water constitutes] . . . ‘water[s] of the United States’ (i.e., a 
relatively permanent body of water connected to traditional interstate navigable waters); and 
second, that the wetland has a continuous surface connection with that water, making it 
difficult to determine where the ‘water’ ends and the ‘wetland’ begins.” 





“The overall economic value of the Lake 

Worth Lagoon is $5.37 billion, 

representing the combined one-time 

value plus the present value of ongoing 

economic benefits and spending derived 

from the Lake Worth Lagoon over the 

next 25 years.”



Jeff Thaler, Esq. 



What Can You 
Do? 

• Be informed and discuss

• What have you done so far?
• Policies/ordinances (i.e. 

pollution, cigarettes, native 
gardening)

• Apply for grants to expand 
current water processes (i.e. 
reverse osmosis plant)

• Signage (English & Spanish)
• Work with other 

municipalities (i.e. derelict 
boats)  


