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 3 

ORDINANCE NO. 2025-03 OF THE CITY OF LAKE WORTH, FLORIDA, 4 

AMENDING SECTION 2-10.5 OF CHAPTER 2 OF THE ORDINANCES OF LAKE 5 

WORTH TO CHANGE THE SPECIAL SERVICE CHARGE FOR EXTENSIVE USE 6 

OF INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY RESOURCES OR EXTENSIVE CLERICAL 7 

OR SUPERVISORY ASSISTANCE NEEDED TO FULFILL PUBLIC RECORD 8 

REQUESTS; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; PROVIDING THAT 9 

CONFLICTING ORDINANCES ARE REPEALED; PROVIDING CODIFICATION; 10 

PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE 11 

 12 

 13 

 WHEREAS, Section 119.07(4), Florida Statutes, authorizes the City of Lake Worth (the 14 

“City”) to charge for copying public records at fees when responding to public records requests; 15 

and 16 

 17 

 WHEREAS, Section 119.07(4)(d) Florida Statutes, provides that, if the nature or volume 18 

of public records requested to be inspected or copied requires extensive use of information 19 

technology resources or extensive clerical or supervisory assistance or both, then the City may 20 

charge, in addition to the actual cost of duplication, a special service charge; and 21 

 22 

 WHEREAS, the City Commission passed Ordinance 2009-16 on August 4, 2009 23 

implementing a special service charge for extensive use of information technology resources or 24 

extensive clerical or supervisory assistance needed to fulfill public record requests taking more 25 

than one hour of staff time. This Ordinance would change the extensive use from one hour to a 26 

half hour.   27 

 28 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF LAKE WORTH, 29 

FLORIDA, that: 30 

 31 

Section 1.  Section 2-10.5 of Chapter 2 of the Code of Ordinances was created to read as follows: 32 

 33 

2-10.5 Special service charge for extensive use of resources needed to fulfill public record 34 

requests. 35 

 36 

(a) Public Records Requests:   37 

 38 

Pursuant and subject to the limitations and exemptions set forth in Chapter 119, Florida Statutes, 39 

the City shall make available public records to any person for inspection or copying.  In the event 40 

that the City determines that a public records request will require extensive use of information 41 

technology resources or will require extensive clerical or supervisory assistance, a special service 42 

charge shall be imposed, in addition to the charge for copies. 43 

 44 

(b) Definitions: 45 

 46 

1.  Extensive Use shall mean more than one half hour of staff time per request. 47 

 48 

2.  Special Service Charges: 49 
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a. The equivalent of the hourly wage of the employee who renders assistance, which shall 50 

include the employee’s hourly wage and the cost to the City of all benefits paid to the 51 

employee. 52 

 53 

b. The charge will be computed to the nearest quarter of an hour exceeding the first half 54 

hour.  55 

 56 

c. If the records requested are stored on computer and must be retrieved and reproduced 57 

from such storage, the charges for such reproduced copies shall be based on the time 58 

necessary to generate and reproduce such records.  59 

 60 

(c) The City may require a deposit equal to the estimated amount for copies, any applicable 61 

service charges for extensive requests and, when applicable, the cost of mailing prior to 62 

gathering the records requested.  If the City’s cost to provide the records is less than the 63 

amount provided in the deposit, the remaining amount of the deposit shall be returned to the 64 

requesting party.  In the event the City incurs charges in an amount greater than the deposit, 65 

the City shall issue an invoice to the requesting party for the additional charges which shall 66 

be payable prior to or upon receipt of the documents requested.  67 

   68 

Section 2. If any provision of this Ordinance, or the application thereof to any person or 69 

circumstances is held invalid, the invalidity shall not affect other provisions or applications of the 70 

Ordinance which can be given effect without the invalid provision or application, and to this end 71 

the provisions of this Ordinance are declared severable. 72 

 73 

Section 3.  All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed. 74 

 75 

Section 4.  Section 1 of this Ordinance shall be codified. 76 

 77 

Section 5.  This Ordinance shall become effective ten (10) days after passage. 78 

 79 

The passage of this Ordinance on first reading was moved by ______ ____________, 80 

seconded by ______________, and upon being put to a vote, the vote was as follows: 81 

Mayor Betty Resch  82 

Vice Mayor Sarah Malega  83 

Commissioner Christopher McVoy  84 

Commissioner Mimi May  85 

Commissioner Anthony Segrich  86 

 87 

 The Mayor thereupon declares this Ordinance duly passed on first reading on the 88 

_________ day of __________, 2025. 89 

 90 

 91 

 The passage of this Ordinance on second reading was moved by 92 

_____________________________, seconded by _____________________________, and 93 

upon being put to a vote, the vote was as follows: 94 

 95 

Mayor Betty Resch  96 

Vice Mayor Sarah Malega  97 

Commissioner Christopher McVoy  98 

Commissioner Mimi May  99 
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Commissioner Anthony Segrich  100 

 101 

 102 

 The Mayor thereupon declared this Ordinance duly passed on the ___ day of 103 

___________, 2025. 104 

 105 

 106 

CITY OF LAKE WORTH BEACH, FLORIDA 107 

 108 

By: _______________________________ 109 

Betty Resch, Mayor 110 

 111 

ATTEST: 112 

 113 

 114 

_________________________________ 115 

By: Melissa Ann Coyne, MMC, City Clerk 116 

 117 


