
VOLUNTEER
ADVISORY BOARD

APPLICATION
BOARD/S YOU ARE APPLYING TO BE

ON
• Charter Review

NAME Upendo Shabazz

RESIDENCE ADDRESS 224 S. Federal Highway
Apartment 3
Lake Worth, FL 33460
United States

UPLOAD PROOF OF RESIDENCY • Upendo-Driver-License.pdf

DO YOU HAVE A DIFFERENT MAILING
ADDRESS?

No

PHONE (561) 310-2649

CELL PHONE (561) 310-2649

EMAIL upendo72.us@gmail.com

ARE YOU A CITIZEN OF THE UNITED
STATES?

Yes

ARE YOU A REGISTERED PALM BEACH
COUNTY VOTER?

Yes

ARE YOU A REGISTERED LAKE WORTH
VOTER?

Yes

HOW LONG HAVE YOU BEEN A
RESIDENT OF LAKE WORTH BEACH?

6 years

LIST ALL PROPERTIES OWNED AND/OR
BUSINESS INTERESTS IN LAKE WORTH

224 S. Federal Highway
Apartment 3

WHAT IS YOUR OCCUPATION? Nonprofit Executive

EMPLOYER? Allegany Franciscan Ministries

ARE YOU CURRENTLY SERVING ON
ANY CITY ADVISORY BOARD?

No

HAVE YOU EVER SERVED ON A CITY OF
LAKE WORTH BOARD?

No

DO YOU SERVE ON ANY BOARDS IN
FLORIDA, OR ARE YOU AN ELECTED OR

APPOINTED STATE, COUNTY, OR
MUNICIPAL OFFICE HOLDER, OR PALM

BEACH COUNTY EMPLOYEE?

Yes

FLORIDA BOARDS, POSITION, ETC. Florida Nonprofit Alliance - Board Member
West Palm Beach Arts & Entertainment District - Board Member
West Palm Beach Downtown Development Authority - Board
Member

HIGH SCHOOL Leon High School - Tallahassee

DATE OF GRADUATION 06/05/1990

COLLEGE Florida State University

DATE OF GRADUATION 06/05/1995

RESUME ATTACHMENT • Upendo-Shabazz-Resume-2019.pdf

WORK EXPERIENCE See Resume

INTEREST/ACTIVITIES See Resume

1 / 2
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COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT See Resume

6. A - WHY DO YOU DESIRE TO SERVE
ON THIS BOARD (FIRST PREFERENCE)

The last election inspired me to become more involved and this
topic is high on my list.

CONSENT ✔ I agree to the privacy policy.
I understand the responsibilities associated with being a board/committee
member, and I have adequate
time to serve if appointed.
I have read the attached Ordinance No. 2010-29 and Article XIII (Palm Beach
County) Code of Ethics and
understand the policy on the City of Lake Worth Beach Code of Ethics. Within 30
days after appointment, I
understand that I am required to participate in Ethics Training and submit an
Acknowledgement of Receipt
form to the City Clerk’s Office in order to continue to serve on my appointed
board.
*THIS APPLICATION IS VALID FOR ONE (1) YEAR FROM THE DATE SIGNED
ABOVE.
*THIS APPLICATION IS NOT VALID WITHOUT APPLICANT’S PROOF OF
RESIDENCY.

SIGNATURE Upendo Shabazz
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Upendo Shabazz 
 

224 S. Federal Hwy. #3       upendo72.us@gmail.com 
Lake Worth, Florida 33460      561.310.2649 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
COLLABORATION 
 
 Inaugurated and seeded with funders and key stakeholders the Florida Nonprofit Alliance (FNA) 

in 2011. FNA is a statewide coalition of nonprofits focus on research, collaboration, and advocacy. 

Galvanized funding support among State funders.  

 Helped envision and launch the Palm Beach County Food Bank (PBCFB) with local government 

January 2012.  The PBCFB was established to address food insecurity in a comprehensive manner 

through leveraging existing food initiatives.  Instrumental in securing commitments with local 

foundations. 

 Orchestrated United Way of Palm Beach County Children and Families funding to the Community 

Impact model.  Including, transitioning 73 programs to 22 and four initiatives that facilitated 

collaborative efforts among nonprofits and donors for greater impact on community needs.  

 As Director of Community Impact for United Way of Palm Beach County, helped launch and 

administer the Early-Childhood Cluster Initiative, in partnership with local Children’s Services 

Council (quasi-governmental) to create quality early childhood system focused on infrastructure 

of community services and supports to promote the healthy development and school readiness 

of children ages 0-8 in Palm Beach County.  

LEADERSHIP 
 

 As Regional Vice President for Allegany Franciscan Ministries, I established grassroots 

community engagement for the Lincoln Park Common Good Initiative. The Initiative goal is to 

partner with specific neighborhoods to create healthier, safer and more prosperous places in 

which the most vulnerable residents can live, learn, work and play. Influential in facilitating 

cooperative meetings with local government, health and human systems, and community 

residents. 

OBJECTIVE 
 
To lead people, build organizations and engage communities through philanthropic leadership.  
 
PROFILE 
 
Senior level executive with more than ten years of leadership experience with grant-making and 

nonprofit organizations; achievement oriented with demonstrated experience in strategic 

organizational planning and relationship management.  

 

mailto:upendo72.us@gmail.com
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 Allegany Franciscan Ministries lead on grant-making and community engagement activities for 
three counties; Palm Beach, Martin and St. Lucie. Develop planning efforts for grant-making 
strategies and continuous evaluation.  
 

 Experienced fundraiser; securing dollars from traditional methods, i.e. workplace, grants and 

cultivating high net worth donors. During tenure as Vice President of Community Impact, United 

Way of Palm Beach County raised over $7.4M.  

 Provided motivational, transparent and accountable leadership to assistants, coordinators, 

directors, program officers and vice presidents while serving as Vice President of Community 

Impact at United Way of Palm Beach County; and most recently, as Regional Vice President for 

Allegany Franciscan Ministries.  

 Articulate and persuasive communicator with developed presentation and negotiation skills. 
Presenter at local and national conferences; i.e. Assembly of Catholic Foundations, Florida 
Philanthropic Network, United Way of America.  

 
 Consensus builder among 42 member United Way volunteer committee from varied backgrounds 

to invest in grant-making initiatives and strategies. Relationship builder, internally and 
externally to an organization.  

 
 Experience working effectively with volunteers and Board of Directors.  
 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
 
Allegany Franciscan Ministries 
Regional Vice President-Palm Beach Region      2010 - Present 
 
Direct all grant-making and community engagement activities in Palm Beach, Martin and St. Lucie 
Counties. Annual grant budget is $2 million and to date have granted close to $10 million in grants to 
nonprofit organizations. Currently leading the Common Good Initiative-Lincoln Park a placed-based 
strategy for the Ministries. Scope of work for this initiative includes: planning, analysis, leveraging 
community strengths/assets, investments and evaluation.  
 
United Way of Palm Beach County (UWPBC) 
Vice-President of Community Impact       2006 - 2010 
 
Facilitated collaborations among nonprofit agencies, donors, volunteers and other community 
stakeholders on behalf of United Way’s Impact Agenda. Responsible for investing $4.5 million in 
undesignated dollars to Palm Beach County Health and Human Services agencies.  Supervised a 10 
person team who manage core areas of funding and key initiatives.  

 

United Way of Palm Beach County 
Director of Community Impact        2004 - 2006  
 

Cultivated relationships with appropriate organizations, local commissions, networks, councils as it 
related to UWPBC Community Impact agenda. Responsible for the investment of $1.7 million in 
undesignated dollars for programs targeting children and families in Palm Beach County. Facilitated 
special fund management including mini-grant process, program evaluation and fiscal 
administration.  
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Palm Beach County School District  
Grant Consultant          1998 - 2004  
 

Secured 8 out of 9 State grants and coordinated the grant activities in six identified middle schools. 
Facilitated regular community meetings with parents, teachers and key stakeholders regarding grant 
activities and milestones. Coordinated six Leadership Camps annually with the Florida Sheriffs Youth 
Ranch.  

 
Parent Child Center, Inc.  
Individual, Family and Group Therapist      1997 - 1998  
 
Total Recovery, Inc. 
Adolescent Day Treatment Director        1995 - 1997  
 

 
Education & Certifications 

Master of Social Work - 1995  ♦  Bachelor of Social Work - 1994 
Florida State University, Tallahassee, Florida 

 
Additional Competencies 

Certificate in Leadership and Management - 2007 
University of Miami, Division of Continuing and International Education 

♦ 

Certificate in Franciscan Studies - 2013 
University of St. Francis, Joliet, Illinois 

♦ 

Excellence In Ministry Leadership - 2014 
Trinity Health  

♦ 

Strategic Leadership Program – 2016 - 2018 
Trinity Health 

 

 
Professional Accomplishments and Affiliations 

 
 Success South Florida Magazine-40 Under 40 Most Influential Black Professionals, 2006  

 Who’s Who In Black South Florida, 2007  

 United Way World Wide Global Fellow, 2008-2009  

 Leadership Palm Beach County 2008-Alumni Member 

 West Palm Beach Chapter of the Links, Inc., Member (2007-Present) Secretary (2013-2015)  

 Prime Time Palm Beach County, Board Member (2009-Present), Chair (2012-2016) 

 Blue Ridge Institute Member (2011-Present)  Board Member (2013- Present) 

 South Florida’s 25 Most Influential & Prominent Black Women in Business for 2011 

 Florida Nonprofit Alliance, Board Member (2012-Present) Chair (2019-Present) 

 West Palm Beach Downtown Development Authority (Appointed 2014) Chair (2016-2018) 

 Impact the Palm Beaches, Founding member (Fall 2015) 

 2019 St. Lucie County Economic Development Council Pete Hegener Leadership Semifinalist 
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