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MISSION STATEMENT



The mission of the Lake Worth Beach Public Library isto provide
a beautiful facility, quality programming, acommunity-relevant collection
of materials, and avariety of services sothatthe community
may enjoy the benefits of literacy and an enriched quality of life.

Lake Worth
Beach§

LAKE WORTH BEACH CITY LIBRARY HISTORY



The area which is now Lake Worth Beach was settled by Samuel James and his wife Fannie, at the
turn of the century. They called the settlement Jewel, and opened a post office. After Samuel died,
Fannie sold the land to the Palm Beach Farms Company from Chicago in 1911. The Jewell post office
was closed.

The Palm Beach Farms Company hired Bryant and Greenwood to begin to plot the town site Lucerne,
a city along the waters of Lake Worth. They established salesmen all over the U.S. and Canada to sell
5-acre plots for $250 with each purchaser receiving a free lot in the town-site of Lucerne. To spread
the news of Lucerne, E.F. Harrison’s Lucerne Herald was mailed to 5 to 6 thousand people in the U.S.
and Canada. Many of the first issues of the paper contained an appeal for books to stock a library for
the new city.

Books began to arrive by mail and express. Mr. and Mrs. John McKissock accepted the task of
receiving the books as they arrived. Three times a week the couple rode their bicycles to West Palm
Beach to pick up the books and place them in their living room. The McKissock home at 11 South C
Street was the first home of the library from 1912 until 1916. During this first four years, 2 important
things happened. Lucerne became Lake Worth, and was incorporated in 1913. Electric lights came to
town in 1914,

The next ten years, from 1916 until 1926 the library was in a room in the Club House, which would later
become the Auditorium. It was run by volunteers and called the Lake Worth Library Association.

From 1926 until 1941 the Library occupied it’s third home, a room in City Hall. Several important
events took place during this fifteen-year period. In 1926 the citizens voted to build a library building for
the City of Lake Worth. $2,000 was raised from the citizens to get the project started. The drive for
funds began. Franklin Roosevelt vetoed the request for funds to build the General Worth Memorial
Library, so funds were raised from individuals through bake sales, the sale of bonds, parties, and
investments. The Strait brothers from New Albany, Ohio who wintered in Lake Worth donated $10,000
to build the Strait Art Museum wing of the library building. This wing is now a community meeting room.

On August 12, 1941 the current library building, it's fourth home, was opened to the public. This
beautiful 10,000 sqg. ft. building features bright rooms, interesting architectural details, and a variety of
staircases. The library is home to paintings by Sherman Winton and wood carvings by Sam J.
Schlappich.

In 1988, The Friends of the Lake Worth Library, a non-profit organization to support the mission of the
Library began. In 2019, the people voted to change the name of the City from Lake Worth to Lake
Worth Beach. 2021 marked the 80™ year that the Library has occupied its current home. The Library
has recently undergone a renovation project to restore the beauty of the building when it opened.

Our City has a strong library tradition and a history of citizen involvement of which we can be proud.
The Library is dedicated to continuing to serve its community today.

CURRENT STATUS OF THE LIBRARY



Performance

FY2020 FY 2021 FY2022 FY2023 FY2024 FY2025
Measures
Population 38,000 38,000
Materials
expenditure > >
. 43,524.00 55,000.00
(cumulative)
Expendlt_ure per 114 1.44
capita
Days open 115 242
Service Hours 1,448 1,936
Visitors 17,135 8,566
Library Collection 50,582 46,900
Library Circulation 8,956 2,241
E-collection 150,100 150,100
E-circulation 1,800 2,091
Card Holders 19,679 20,043
WIFI clients (laptops) 2,899 1,296
PAC logins (guest) 18,000 2,056
Programs 164/19,327 76/18,422
Reference assistance 5,195 5,326
Library staff 3FT 1PT 4FT

LONG RANGE GOALS AND OBJECTIVES




The Library’s long-range goals and objectives are to continue moving toward the
accomplishment of the ideals set forth in the mission statement within both our physical facility
and our virtual presence by:

1. Focusing on literacy
a. Develop programs, curricula, campaigns that target literacy needs in the
community.
b. Raise community awareness of need to improve community literacy rates.

2. Multiplying our impact
a. Continue working with partners to expand our reach into the community.
b. Promote partners programs to Library users.

3. Maximizing our resources
a. Make municipal leaders aware of Library needs.
b. Apply for grants from a variety of funders.

4. Improving our services
a. Survey the community regarding library services.
b. Continue to expand e-access and services.

5. Improving our programming
a. Offer a wide variety of virtual and in-person programs.
b. Offer programs at a variety of days and times.

6. Improving our materials collection
a. Monitor circulation statistics to guide purchasing decisions.
b. Expand circulation to include connectivity devices.

7. Improving our facility
a. Make the Library accessible to as many differently abled people as possible.
b. Monitor the quality of the building facilities.



