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Town of Lake Park, Florida 

Historic Preservation Board 

Meeting Minutes 

Thursday, August 12, 2021 6:00 PM 
535 Park Avenue, Lake Park, Florida 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Chair Thomas called the Historic Preservation Board Meeting to order at 6:09 p.m. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

Chair Thomas lead the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

ROLL CALL 

 

Judith Thomas, Chair   Present 

Joseph Rice, Vice-Chair  Present 

Richard Ahrens   Excused Absence 

Jon Buechele    Excused Absence 

Lauren Paxton    Present 

 

Also in attendance were Community Development Director Nadia DiTommaso, Public 

Works Director Roberto Travieso, Project Manager John Willie and Deputy Town Clerk 

Shaquita Edwards. 

 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 

Motion: Vice-Chair Rice moved to approve the agenda; Board Member Paxton 

seconded the motion. 

 

Vote on Motion: 

Board Member  Aye  Nay  Other 

Board Member Ahrens   Absent 

Board Member Buechele   Absent 

Board Member Paxton X   

Board Member Rice X   

Chair Thomas X   

Motion passed 3-0. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

 

 Historic Preservation Board Meeting Minutes; July 6, 2020. 
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Motion: Vice-Chair Rice moved to approve the Historic Preservation Board 

Meeting minutes of July 6, 2020; Board Member Paxton seconded the motion. 

 

Vote on Motion: 

Board Member  Aye  Nay  Other 

Board Member Ahrens   Absent 

Board Member Buechele   Absent 

Board Member Paxton X   

Board Member Rice X   

Chair Thomas X   

Motion passed 3-0.  

 

Public Comment 

 

Chair Thomas explained the Public Comment procedure.  

 

ORDER OF BUSINESS 
 

The normal order of business for Hearings on agenda items are as follows: 

 

 Staff presentation 

 Applicant presentation (when applicable) 

 Board Member questions of staff and applicant 

 Public Comments – limited to 3 minutes per speaker 

 Rebuttal or closing arguments for quasi-judicial items 

 Motion on floor 

 Vote of Board 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

HPB-21-001- Special Certificate of Appropriateness for the replacement of Town 

Hall Doors (535 Park Avenue) - Town initiated project (Consultant: REG 

Architects). 

 

Ex-Parte Communication Disclosed: 

Board Member Ahrens – Absent 

Board Member Buechele – Absent 

Board Member Paxton – had no ex-parte communication to disclose. 

Vice-Chair Rice – had no ex-parte communication to disclose. 

Chair Thomas – had no ex-parte communication to disclose. 

 

Deputy Town Clerk Edwards swore-in all witnesses. 

 

Community Development Director DiTommaso introduced the item and welcomed 

Public Works Director Travieso to present to the Board (see Exhibit “A”).  

 

Public Comment open: 
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None 

Public Comment closed: 

 

Vice-Chair Rice apologized for his tardiness and thanked Mr. Travieso and Mr. John 

Wille for joining the Town of Lake Park. 

 

Chair Thomas asked for clarification of the construction timeline. Mr. Travieso 

announced construction would commence the following week through the end of August 

2021 per approval of the Historic Preservation Board. Project Manager Wille explained 

that project entailed two phases, phase one would commence the week of August 16, 

2021 and phase two would commence the week of August 23, 2021. Mr. Wille directed 

the attention of the Board to Exhibit “A” (Commission Chambers Door 55-Detail & 

Elevation). 

 

Chair Thomas and Vice-Chair Rice expressed appreciation to staff for their ongoing 

efforts to preserve the historical significance within the Town of Lake Park. Vice-Chair 

Rice asked for clarification regarding the number of quotes received. Project Manager 

Wille explained the project was publicly advertised and the Town had only received one 

submittal.  

 

Chair Thomas questioned if the Town engaged the services of Janis Research for historic 

projects. Community Director DiTommaso explained that the Town has not engaged the 

services of Janis Research for at least a decade. She announced that with funding the 

Town was hopeful that Janis Research would respond to future solicitations for historic 

projects. 

 

Motion: Vice-Chair Rice moved to approve the Special Certificate of 

Appropriateness for the replacement of  Town Hall Doors (535 Park Avenue)- Town 

initiated project (Consultant: REG Architects); Board Member Paxton seconded 

the motion. 

 

Vote on Motion: 

Board Member  Aye  Nay  Other 

Board Member Ahrens   Absent 

Board Member Buechele   Absent 

Board Member Paxton X   

Board Member Rice X   

Chair Thomas X   

Motion passed 3-0.  

 

Community Development Director Comments 
 

Community Development Director DiTommaso announced the recent sale of 918 Park 

Avenue, plans had not been received, and the owners intended to proceed with the 

certificate of appropriateness issued several years ago for façade renovations. 
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Historic Preservation Board Member Comments 

 

Chair Thomas requested an update regarding 1100 2nd Court. Community Development 

Director DiTommaso announced there was a recent final judgement on the foreclosure, 

an auction was the next procedural step, and she was hopeful the Town would own the 

property. Chair Thomas suggested immediate action regarding the overgrowth at 1100 2nd 

Court and the installation of ground lighting in Blakely Park. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 
 

There being no further business to come before the Historic Preservation Board; the 

meeting adjourned at 6:33 p.m. 

 

 

 

_______________________________________ 

Richard Ahrens, Chair 

Town of Lake Park Historic Preservation Board 

 

 

 

______________________________________ 

Shaquita Edwards, MPA, MMC, Deputy Town Clerk     

  

 

 

 

 

Town Seal  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Approved on this _________ of ________________________, 2022 












