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Summary Explanation/Background:  

Staff has often received feedback from building permit and site plan development 
applicants that our standard parking space dimensions of 10’ X 18’6” are larger than 
average and thus can be difficult to adhere to, particularly on sites with land area 
constraints. Upon examination of other codes, it does indeed appear our spaces – 
specifically the widths – are on the larger end of the average. For example, in Palm Beach 
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Gardens, their “general” parking space is 9’ X 18’6”; in Tequesta, their standard is 9’ X 
18’; and in West Palm Beach, their standard parking space is only 8’6” X 18’. Palm Beach 
County also utilizes a 9’ X 18’ standard.  
 
Especially as the Town pursues urban redevelopment projects, we feel a 1 foot reduction 
in the width of the required standard 90-degree parking space will prove beneficial for 
redevelopments while still providing a specification that is in keeping with other municipal 
and county code averages.  
 
Furthermore, staff is also proposing a compact parking space dimension of 8’6” X 17’0”, 
which is consistent with other compact parking codes which tended to range between 8’ 
X 16’ on the most compact end to 9’ X 17’ on the larger end. As proposed, compact 
parking spaces could account for no more than 25% of a site’s required parking, which 
we believe will be especially helpful for urban redevelopment projects in the Downtown 
and along the US-1 corridor, though this provision is proposed to be made available to all 
districts.  
 
Staff believes the effect of these changes will help existing sites with restricted land area 
meet the required parking dimensions when resurfacing and restriping their lots and assist 
new developments in adding more parking overall. It is staff’s belief the result will be the 
net increase of parking throughout the Town in a greater variety of sizes, in anticipation 
of the continued relevance of automobile transportation and consumer trends in vehicle 
sizes tending toward more compact vehicles. Finally, it is important to note the code only 
establishes minimum specifications, so applicants could still provide larger stall sizes if 
they chose to do so.   
 
Planning & Zoning Board:  This item was considered at the Monday, October 2, 2023 public 
meeting and the Board recommended approval at a vote of (4-0).  
 

Recommended Motion:  I MOVE TO APPROVE ORDINANCE NO. __-
2023 on first reading. 

 


