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Summary Explanation/Background:

This ordinance is being brought forward pursuant to discussion and direction by the Town
Commission to revisit our mobile vendor ordinance. In order to comprehensively amend the code,
the mobile vendor category also includes Mobile Food Dispensing Vehicles (i.e. food trucks), as
a subset category.

Food trucks have become increasingly popular in the Town in association with
microbrewery uses, however the Town’s previous regulations have prevented food trucks from



operating within a 1,000 feet of any restaurant. This protectionist language was designed to give
priority to brick-and-mortar business and left few options for food trucks in Lake Park. While
remaining sensitive to our growing restaurant scene, staff has sought to create a compromise by
reducing the distance separation by half (500 feet) and allowing food trucks to operate as
accessory uses for microbreweries and restaurants, thereby allowing for the synergy that so often
occurs between breweries and food trucks. It also allows brick-and-mortar locations to join the
food truck craze, which some businesses have expressed interest in doing, thereby augmenting
their kitchen space and providing a fast, casual dining option, pursuant to meeting all the
standards for mobile vendors.

The ordinance generally refines our procedural standards for review of these applications
and establishes specific review criteria for mobile vendors — which are the broadest category of
mobile vendors, encompassing any business or operator who conducts their business from a
vehicle — and mobile food dispensing vehicles (MFDVS), which have unique considerations and
regulatory requirements related to their operation as food service businesses and thus must follow
all the regulation for mobile vendors as well as a special set of regulations related just to MFDVs.

Finally, the ordinance brings the Town Code in line with a State preemption preventing the
taxation or charging of fees for mobile food vendors. This ordinance has received input from Palm
Beach County Fire Rescue and the CRA Administrator’s office.

Recommended Motion: | MOVE TO APPROVE ORDINANCE NO. -
2024 on first reading.




