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Summary Explanation/Background:   
 
On July 19, 2023, the Town Commission approved a moratorium on the acceptance of 
seawall repair and reconstruction permit applications until which time the Town adopts an 
ordinance on resiliency standards for tidal flood protection. 
 
A seawall provides a high degree of protection against coastal flooding and erosion.  The 
Town’s recent vulnerability, risk and adaptation assessment and structural report have 
determined that the Seawall adjacent to the condo buildings on Lake Shore Drive is failing. 
In an attempt to ensure the Town’s provisions provide for long-term sustainability and 
protection against climate change and sea level rise, staff is bringing forward the attached 
Ordinance on resiliency standards for tidal flood protection.  The enclosed Ordinance 
provides standards for all new tidal flood barriers, the substantial repair or substantial 
rehabilitation of shorelines and shoreline structures, and the installation of any fixed 
infrastructure attached to tidal flood barriers (such as mooring structures).  In doing so, it 
defines the various terms and provides for minimum elevations, construction and 
maintenance standards for the coastal area infrastructure within tidally influenced areas.  
Since these areas include all real property adjacent to, or affected by, daily tides, Staff 
also mailed courtesy notices to all properties adjacent to South Lake and the 
Intracoastal Waterway (i.e. to the condo associations along Lake Shore Drive for further 
distribution to their owners), in order to make them aware that this Ordinance was moving 
forward to the Town Commission (and included a copy of the proposed Ordinance for their 
review). 
 
The Ordinance proposes, in part, that all new or substantially repaired or substantially 
rehabilitated banks, berms, green-grey infrastructure, seawalls, seawall caps, upland 
stem walls, or other similar infrastructure shall be designed and constructed to perform 
as tidal flood barriers. Tidal flood barriers shall have a minimum elevation of five (5) feet 
NAVD88.  In addition, it also provides, in part, alternative construction systems such as 
3D concrete printing technology for coastal area infrastructure, flat composite or vinyl 
Form systems with cast-in-place concrete, corrugated composite or vinyl sheet pile wall 
systems with cast-in place concrete or other Professional Engineer designed prototype 
systems. 
 
The Ordinance was created in conjunction with our consultant, Raul Mercado of WRMA 
and our Building Official given their knowledge and expertise.  They will be available at 
the Commission meeting to answer any questions the Commission may have.  The  
Town Attorney also reviewed the Ordinance for legal sufficiency. 
 
 
Recommended Motion:  I move to APPROVE Ordinance _-2024 on 1st reading. 


