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Petition for Removal 
918 Park Avenue, 8PB9607, as a locally designated 
historic landmark in the downtown retail district of the 
Town of Lake Park.                                                 

918 LAKE PARK, FLORIDA 
HISTORIC IMAGE
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Project Description & Location:
This letter is regarding Historic Resource, FMSF 
#8PB9607, 918 Park Avenue of Lake Park, Florida in 
Kelsey City downtown, which is currently listed as a 
locally designated historic landmark in the downtown 
retail district of the Town of Lake Park. Therefore, 
this report serves as a formal request and petition to 
remove resource 8PB9607 from the historic landmark 
designation survey and Florida Master Site File, (per 
36 CFR § 60.15). Grounds for the petition are based 
on the following: 

1. The property has ceased to meet the criteria for 
listing as a designated historic landmark because the 
qualities which caused it to be originally listed have 
been lost or destroyed, or such qualities were lost 
subsequent to nomination.

2. Additional information shows that the property does 
not meet the historic landmark designation criteria for 
evaluation.

Background & Date of Development:
The subject property is a locally designated historic land-
mark in the downtown retail district of the Town of Lake 
Park. It was originally built in the Mediterranean Revival 
Style c.1925 as a mixed-use commercial building. The 
first floor use to contain retail space and the second floor 
contained two apartments (now removed). The two-story, 
mostly flat roofed building has stucco finish, recessed 
storefront (arcade), and ground level front residential 
entrance.

The rear (South) appears to have been sleeping and 
eating porches with stairway. Front (North) façade has a 
sloped clay barrel tile roof with ornamental parapet wall 
ends, and all windows/storefronts openings were altered 
from the original (Refer to Figure 8 and Figure 9). Many 
significant changes have occurred to the exterior. Items 
such as window/storefront replacements, stucco repair 
and re-coat, enclosure/ infill of rear sleeping and eating 
porches, inappropriate and insensitive rear (South) alter-
ations, infills and additions. 

March 1, 2023

TO:
Historic Preservation Board
Town Hall Commission Chamber
535 Park Avenue
Lake Park, Florida 33403

RE:
918 Park Avenue, Lake Park FL 33408
Historic Preservation Consultant

From:
REG Architects, Inc. (Consultant)
Brian Laura, D. Arch, Sr. Project Manager
Rick Gonzalez, A.I.A., President                                                       

Petition for Removal of 918 Park Avenue, 8PB9607, as 
a locally designated historic landmark in the downtown 
retail district of the Town of Lake Park.                                                 
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Therefore, the Property has ceased to meet the crite-
ria for being listed as a historic landmark in the down-
town retail district of the Town of Lake Park. This is 
due to alterations and additions which have destroyed 
the historic integrity and significance. This report found 
the property does not meet or possess historic signif-
icance and does not retain a high degree of integrity. 
Thus, the existing building does not retain any degree 
of historic integrity of location, setting, materials, de-
sign, proportion, massing, feeling, and association with 
the existing context.

The property was designated as a locally significant 
by Town of Lake Park Historic Preservation Board 
in 1998. However, due to significant alterations and 
additions the historic core of the building no longer 
exhibits a period of significance, nor does it embody 
the distinctive characteristics of an academic archi-
tectural type, style, or method of construction; and it 
does not possess unique components that make it a 
distinguishable historic entity. The loss of original ma-
terials is extensive on the building’s exterior (Refer to 
Figure 7 and Figure 9). Significant changes to the front 
façade have obscured/destroyed the original design, 
materials, and workmanship. The submitted FMSF 
and additional information indicate 918 Park Avenue 
(Arnold Building) no longer meets the historic designa-
tion criteria for significant sites. Moreover, the value of 
truly eligible properties within a district may be harmed 
by including a structure which lacks significance and 
a high degree of integrity. This can hinder the public 
perception of the quality and significance of the histor-
ic Town of Lake Park designation, criteria, and evalu-

ation. Furthermore, the removal of the resource FMSF 
#8PB9607 will increase the integrity and value of the 
existing Kelsey City downtown.

Addendum
This report consists of an update to the original FMSF 
submitted for 918 Park Avenue, Lake Park Florida in 
1998. The update for FMSF 8PB9607 is necessitated 
due to the change in historic significance, integrity, and 
character. The empirical methodology for the update in-
cluded reproduced plans, historic and existing photog-
raphy, historic zoning map, conversations with current 
owner, city staff, FMSF review, and other local publica-
tions. The property was evaluated with The Secretary 
of the Interior’s Standards (36 CFR § 67.7).

Resource 8PB9607 was surveyed for historic proper-
ties in compliance with the Florida Administrative Code 
Chapter 1A-46 Archaeological and Historical Report 
Standards and the Criteria for Evaluation for the Nation-
al Register of Historic Places as set forth in 36 CFR 60 
and amendments thereto. The survey methodology was 
established using the Guide to the Historical Structure 
Form Version 4.0.

The majority of alterations and additions were built in 
the 1970’s to facilitate the mix-use commercial aspect 
of the property. This includes the elimination and distur-
bance of the main street historic façade of the building 
(Refer to Figure 7) and a non-historic large addition at 
the rear (Refer to Figure 12). 
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The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards states the 
following, “A property shall be used for its historic pur-
pose or be placed in a new use that requires minimal 
change to the defining characteristics of the building 
and its site and environment.” Thus, the changes in 
setting and feeling further detract from the original 
design and function of the property.

The non-historic addition (rear) uses historic materials 
that have been salvaged or re-purposed from other 
buildings. The mix of historic and non-historic materi-
als does not allow the additions to be distinguished as 
non-historic (Refer to Figure 12).  Following the Stan-
dards, “To preserve a property’s historic character, a 
new addition must be visually distinguishable from the 
historic building.”   

For a street-side observer, the mix of historic and new 
materials on later additions to the structure makes it 
hard to discern which parts of the building are truly his-
toric (Refer to Figure 7). The Standards also provide 
the following guidance, “New additions and adjacent or 
related new construction shall be undertaken in such 
a manner that if removed in the future, the essen-
tial form and integrity of the historic property and its 
environment would be unimpaired.” The addition (rear) 
to the building has compromised the original structure 
and removal of significant architectural elements from 
the main north elevation, which includes altered and 
removal of historic fenestration, exterior stone, re-
moval of storefronts, double hung windows, first floor 
transom windows, decorative gable end, quoining, and 
roofing materials (Refer to Figure 7 and Figure 8). 

Historic Preservation
Alterations to building’s facade in a local historic district 
is subject to specific criteria for visual compatibility as 
set forth in Historic Preservation, Chapter 66 of the 
Town’s Code of Ordinances.  As required by Historic 
Preservation the project was also reviewed using the 
Secretary of Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of 
Historic Properties with Guidelines for Preserving, Re-
habilitating, Restoring & Reconstructing Historic Build-
ings, 2017 Edition.

Consultant’s Analysis:
It is the Consultant’s analysis that the proposed dem-
olition is compatible with the regulations set forth in 
Chapter 66 Historic Preservation Ordinance and the 
Standards and Guidelines.  

Consequent Action:
The Board can approve the application; approve the 
application with conditions; continue the hearing to a 
date certain to request additional information; or deny 
the application.

Recommendation:
Consultant recommends that the Board approve the 
amendment for the request of proposed demolition for 
the following Conditions:

1. Refer to Historic Image (Figure 8)
2. Refer to Non-Historic Facade (Figure 7)
3. Refer to Non-Historic Addition (Figure 12)
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Potential Motion:
I MOVE TO APPROVE Project Number 8PB9607: 
Consideration of an amendment to the Certificate 
of Appropriateness (COA) for 918 Park Avenue 
of Lake Park, Florida, based upon the competent 
substantial evidence for demolition as recom-
mended by Consultant.

I MOVE TO DENY Project Number 8PB9607: 
Consideration of an amendment to the Certificate 
of Appropriateness (COA) for 918 Park Avenue of 
Lake Park, Florida.
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Figure 2: Existing Aerial Plan

Figure 1: Lake Park Zoning Map
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EXISTING SITE AERIAL - LOOKING 
NORTH EAST ELEVATION

EXISTING SITE AERIAL - LOOKING 
SOUTH EAST ELEVATION

EXISTING SITE AERIAL - LOOKING 
NORTH WEST ELEVATION

EXISTING SITE AERIAL - LOOKING 
SOUTH WEST ELEVATION

Figure 3: Existing Aerial Plan

Figure 5: Existing Aerial Plan

Figure 4: Existing Aerial Plan

Figure 6: Existing Aerial Plan
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Figure 7: Existing - Front Facade

Figure 8: Historic Photo of Fenestration

Figure 02: 
Historic Image 
Front Facade
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Figure 9: Existing Front Facade

Figure 10: Existing Non-Historic Arch Colonnade Figure 11: Existing Non-Historic 
Composite Order Column Capital
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Figure 12: Existing Non-Historic Addition, south west elevation

Figure 13: Existing Recessed East Elevation Figure 14: Existing Non-Historic Addition, 
East Elevation
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Figure 15: Historical Structure Form 
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