
 

 

TOWN OF LAKE PARK  

 HISTORIC PRESERVATION BOARD 

Meeting Date:  October 2, 2023 

 Agenda Item # 23-002 

 

 

DESCRIPTION: QUASI-JUDICIAL PUBLIC HEARING ON A PETITION TO RESCIND 

THE LOCAL HISTORIC DESIGNATION, GRANTED IN 1998, FOR THE ARNOLD 

BUILDING LOCATED AT 918 PARK AVENUE, LAKE PARK, FLORIDA, 33403 

(8PB9607), AND TO REMOVE IT FROM THE HISTORIC DESIGNATION SURVEY AND 

FLORIDA MASTER SITE FILE.  

  

  

A. SUMMARY OF REQUEST________________________________________ 

Request: Petition to rescind the local historic designation in accordance with 

section 66-9 (d) (7) of the Town Code of Ordinances, of the designation granted in 

1998, for the Arnold building located at 918 Park Avenue (8pb9607), and to remove 

it from the Town’s historic designation survey and Florida master site file. 

 

Owner/applicant:        The Adler at Lake Park LLC 

Property Address:       918 Park Ave. 

Current Zoning:           Park Avenue Downtown District (PADD) 

Future Land Use:        Downtown 

Existing use:                Vacant 

Historic Property:         Mediterranean Revival  

Type of structure:        Two story stucco. 

  

The applicant’s stated grounds for the petition to rescind the designation are based on the 

following: 

 “1. The property has ceased to meet the criteria for listing as a designated historic   

landmark because the qualities which caused it to be originally listed have been lost 

or destroyed, or such qualities were lost subsequent to nomination. 

2.    Additional information shows that the property does not meet the historic landmark 
designation criteria for evaluation. “ 

  

Removal of the designation is requested so the building may then be demolished. The 

present owner has packaged together lots on Park and Foresteria, including the subject 

building for the purposes of redevelopment and construction of a high-rise mixed-use 

project. Once the designation is removed, the owner intends to demolish the building to 

make way for the project.                                                                                         
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B.    ROLE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION BOARD (HPB)    

The HPB will be conducting a quasi-judicial Public Hearing. The issue before the Board 

is to determine whether sufficient evidence has been presented by the applicant to 

justify removal of the local historic designation adopted by the Town in 1998. 

The Board shall consider the report submitted by REG Architects on behalf of the 

applicant and the Report submitted by the Town’s consultant, RJ Heisenbottle Architects 

(RJHA).   RJHA was tasked with analyzing the information presented by REG and to 

determine whether the stated grounds for the de-designation are valid. 

The role of the HPB to review both reports, any other submitted pertinent materials, and 

staff recommendation to determine whether the applicant’s petition should be granted.  

 (Note: In the reports the terms “rescind the designation” and “de-designate” have the 

same meaning and have been used interchangeably.) 

Section 66-9 (d) (7) of Chapter 26-Historic Preservation in the Town Code states that the 

same criteria and process used for local historic designation shall also be followed to 

rescind the designation. This process, shown below, requires basically the same 

justification as if the applicant had applied for a special certificate of appropriateness to 

demolish the structure, as both focus on the historic character, significance and nature of 

the building itself, and should the building be de-designated it will be demolished by the 

applicant. (The applicant’s consultant REG Architects has actually formatted their report 

as if it was an application for a special certificate of appropriateness)  Therefore, as it 

relates to the historic character, significance and nature of the building, the Board will 

determine, based on both reports, whether the applicant has demonstrated that the 

criteria below no longer apply to the building, hence warranting de-designation.  The 

Board members do not need to conduct their own independent review, but rather 

analyze the two conclusions of the architectural firms. The Town Code also provides 

for the following: 

    Sec. 66-9. Designation process and procedure. 

 (a)  Criteria. Consistent with the criteria established by the National Register of Historic Places, 
the historic preservation board shall have the authority to designate areas, places, buildings, 
structures, landscape features, archeological sites and other improvements or physical 
features, as individual sites, districts or archeological zones that are significant in town's 
history, architecture, archeology or culture and possess an integrity of location, design, 
setting, materials, workmanship or association, or:  

(1) Are associated with distinctive elements of the cultural, social, political, economic, 
scientific, religious, prehistoric and architectural history that have contributed to 
the pattern of history in the community, the county, South Florida, the state or the 
nation;  

(2) Are associated with the lives of persons significant in our past;  
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(3) Embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, style or method of 
construction or work of a master, or that possess high artistic value; or that 
represent a distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual 
distinction;  

(4) Have yielded, or are likely to yield information in history or prehistory; or  

(5) Are listed in the National Register of Historic Places.  

**the full chapter 66 can be found in attachment 5 of the staff report 

 

The only decision before the Board is whether the applicant has adequately 

demonstrated that the historic designation should be removed.   

The applicant has also submitted an engineer’s report on the condition of the building. 

This report reviews structural issues necessary to bring it up to code. The Board may 

review the material, but only take into consideration what relates specifically to the 

historic designation, not the structural condition. 

At the Hearing, the Board will hear the presentation from the applicant and REG 

Architects and Heisenbottle Architects. The Board will have the opportunity to question 

them, and of course take any public comment.  

At the conclusion, based upon the evidence submitted, the Board has the 

following options:  

 a) grant the applicant’s request to rescind the designation, or 

 b) deny the request and provide a reasoning. 

Should the Board approve rescinding the designation, the applicant may then proceed to 

pull a permit for demolition of the building. 

Should the Board deny the request, the applicant may appeal the decision to the Town 

Commission per section 66-14 Appeals.      
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         Early downtown on Park Avenue, viewed east from the railroad.  

 

 

C.   BACKGROUND ON THE 918 BUILDING_________________________________ 

The 918 Building is easy to spot on Park Avenue. Abutting the street without a sea of 

parking in front, it speaks to a time before the auto dominated the landscape.  

Early history:  

The building was originally constructed in 1925 in the Mediterranean Revival Architecture 

style popular at the time, as part of thriving downtown.  The building was initially built by 

the Arnold Construction Company to be their headquarters and was one of many 

buildings in the downtown constructed in the Land-boom era. The Arnold Company built 

numerous homes in the Town. 

The building suffered damage during the hurricane of 1928. Whether immediately 

following the hurricane or sometime after in the 30’s or 40’s the façade was modified. It 

still retained the Mediterranean Revival architectural style, similar to Town Hall. 

A detailed history and architectural review is contained in the “National Register of 

Historic Places Registration Form”, attached as Attachment 1. 
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918 Dixie Way (Park Ave.) is the far left building.  This is just after the 28 hurricane.  This building 

housed Arnold grocery, Dr Pearson, and rental rooms. 1928/29 show the Easterly part of building as 

Atlantic Lumber and Supply.  In reality, it was probably the ground floor that was Atlantic Lumber and the 

2nd floor as Mrs Woodbury. 

 

Over time the building was also used for various businesses including a grocery store 

and a US Post Office. 

 

Recent history: 

 A review of Town business records indicates the last commercial business licenses 

were in 2005. The property has been vacant for a number of years, with various owners.   

In 2017 the then-owner received approval for a site plan and a certificate of 

appropriateness to renovate the building for commercial purposes.  At that time the 

Town’s consultant (REG) determined the building had moderate historic value and 

reviewed the request for conformance to Mediterranean Revival architecture.  The plans 

were never carried out, and the building has continued to suffer from neglect. In 2021 

new owners purchased with the intention of pursuing those plans, however they recently 

sold the building to the present owner The Adler at Lake Park LLC. 

 

Historic Designation - 1998 

The building was locally historically designated by the Town’s Historic Preservation 

Board on Sept 9, 1998, at the request of the then owner Charles Watkins. This 

designation was based on the findings by Janus Research who was engaged by the 

Town to survey all possible historic structures, as well as information the contained in the 

National Register application. (Attachment  1)  
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It also appears the owner intended to file for consideration to be listed on the National 

Historic Register but did not complete the process. 

The staff report and Historical Structure Form Florida Master Site File are attached as 

Attachment 2 

From the Master Site File: 

This is the last remaining commercial building from the Boom 
Times­ era. It retains most of its historic physical 
integrity and modifications are limited to the replacement 
of some original windows. Based on architectural significance 
and associations with the early history of Kelsey City, this 
resource is considered to be potentially eligible for listing 
on the National Register of Historic Place as part of the Kelsey 
City Multiple Property Listing. 

 

In addition to the recognition of the building’s importance related to the early history of 

Kelsey City, it appears the architectural significance was based on the building’s general 

appearance in 1998, as characteristic of Mediterranean Revival. 

Attachment 3 contains the Resolution assigning the local historic designation and 

Attachment 5 contains the minutes of the 1998 HPB Meeting. 

 

Comparison through time 

The following four photos provide a comparison over time of changes to the façade, 

referenced in this staff report and the architects’ reports.  
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  918 PARK - COMPARATIVE FACADES OVER TIME 
 

 

 circa 1925 

 

Circa 1950                                                                                                                             8                                                                                                                                         

 



 

Circa 2001-2005 (probably how building looked when the local historic designation was 

considered) 

 

 

Present day                                                                                                                   9 

 



D.  SUMMARY OF ASSESSMENT REPORTS________________  

The two architectural firms come to differing conclusions regarding the historical 
significance of the building. Staff has briefly summarized their conclusions as well as the 
apparent reason for the differing opinions. 

REG Report 

The general premise of the REG report is that there have been many significant 
changes since the building was constructed in 1925, and the property no longer 
meets the criteria for a local historic designation. 

These changes include window and storefront changes, changes to the roof, 
inappropriate rear alterations, among others. Please refer to the REG Report, where 
figures (photos) 7, 8, and 9 provide a visual comparison of the building in 1925 and 
today and identify numerous changes to the façade. 

 

 

The REG report (pages 2-3) states that 

 

“Many significant changes have occurred to the exterior. Items such as 

window/storefront replacements, stucco repair and re-coat, enclosure/ infill of rear 

sleeping and eating porches, inappropriate and insensitive rear (South) alterations, 

infills and additions. 

Therefore, the Property has ceased to meet the criteria for being listed as a historic 
landmark in the downtown retail district of the Town of Lake Park. This is due to 
alterations and additions which have destroyed   the historic integrity and significance.  
 
This report found the property does not meet or possess historic significance and 
does not retain a high degree of integrity. Thus, the existing building does not retain 
any degree of historic integrity of location, setting, materials, design, proportion, 
massing, feeling, and association with the existing context.” 
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However, in 2017 when REG was hired by the Town to review a development application 

for the property, they concluded: 

“Several minor changes have occurred to the exterior. Items such as window replacement, 

stucco repair and recoat, storefront alteration, enclosure/ infill of rear sleeping and eating 

porches, inappropriate and insensitive rear (South) alterations, infills and additions. Overall, 

the existing building retains a moderate degree of historic integrity of location, setting, 

materials, design, proportion, massing, feeling, and association. Per the landmark’s Florida 

Maser Site File it is the last remaining Commercial building from the Boom Times era.” 

  

The Board may wish to have REG explain the apparent inconsistencies between their 2017 and 

2023 reports.  

 

RJ Heisenbottle (RJHA) Report 

The RJHA report concludes that in 1998 the Town’s Historic Preservation Board (HPB) 

based its finding of historical significance on a version of the building much like we see 

today, not on the 1925 building. The building façade was likely modified in the 30’s or 

40’s, as the newer version was in place by 1950. Thus for at least the last 75 years the 

building has generally retained the same elements. Heisenbottle contends that the 

building has actually changed little since it’s designation in 1998, and therefore 

does not find that the justification for de-designation is valid. 

The report also stresses the building’s ties to the history of Lake Park- its early residents 

and downtown, as the last remaining historically designated commercial building of the 

Kelsey City/Boom time era in Lake Park. 
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Their report stated, “While RJHA can appreciate the completed comparative 

analysis, it is essential to reiterate that the building retains the historical 

integrity for which it was nominated and continues to meet the criteria for 

designation.” 

 

 

E.  CONCLUSION AND STAFF RECOMMENDATION_________________________ 

 

The 918 building is the last commercial building in the Town from the “Boom time Era”. 

Information on the National Register Application documents its historical significance 

related to the Town’s history and associated occupants of the building. 

The issues of “what time period is appropriate period that the architectural significance 

should be applied to, and to what extent has the building has lost its architectural 

integrity” are viewed differently by the two architectural firms. The Board should carefully 

review the reports to conclude whether there is adequate justification for de-designating 

the building. 

Based on the information provided by our architectural consultant RJ 

Heisenbottle, staff cannot support the de-designation. 

RJHA has made a compelling argument that the building was originally designated in 

1998 for the Mediterranean Revival architectural that the building still has today, and 

which reflects an architectural period in the history of Florida and the Town. Additionally, 

918 Park represents the last commercial building in Town from the “Boom time era”, and 

has played a role in the Town’s early development. 
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F.  Board Action______________________________________________________ 

To reiterate the Historic Preservations Board’s options are: 

 a) Grant the applicant’s request to rescind the designation, or 

 b) Deny the request and provide a reasoning. 

The Board should specifically state the reason for their decision such that a 

“Findings of Fact” can be prepared to reflect the Board Decision.  

Should the Board approve rescinding the designation, the applicant may then proceed to 

pull a permit for demolition of the building. 

Should the Board deny the request, the applicant may appeal the decision to the Town 

Commission per section 66-14 Appeals.      

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

(The REG Report is structured in the format not of a request for de-designation, but as a request 

for an amendment to the existing COA, to allow for the demolition of the building as it no longer 

has local significance. While this is a different process in the code, the criteria are the same. The 

outcomes would also be the same. Therefore this report is considered consistent with the actual 

Request for De-designation) 

 

Attachments to staff report   

Attachment 1:  Florida Master Site File, staff report from 1998   

Attachment 2: National Register of Historic Places Registration Form 

Attachment 3:  Resolution of Designation, 1998 

Attachment 4: Chapter 66 Historic Preservation 

Attachment 5: Minutes of the August 31 HPB Meeting 

 

Separate documents 

 Application for De-designation and 

Report from REG Architects 

 

 Report from RJ Heisenbottle Architects 

 

 Report from Accord Engineering                                                                                      13 
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3 澪 SUPPLEMENT FOR SITE FORMS Site 8PB9607Page

SITE

A. NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION OF SITE (Use back of page and
continuations)

This commercial Mediterranean Revival building is located on the
south side of Park Avenue′  between 9th and■ Oth Streets in Township
42 South′  Range 43 East′  Section 20 (Riviera Beach USCS Quadrangle,
■946′  PR ■983)in Lake Park′  Florida.  Built in ■925′  the two― story
masonry structural system rests on a concrete slab foundation.
Exterior walls are surfaced with stucco and the first f■ oor
features corner quoiningo  The flat portion of the roof features
shaped parapets and barrel tile tr■ m.  The shed portion of the roof
■S COVered in barrel ti■ e and features pecky cypress brackets.
Fenestration includes metal awning and wood fixed storefront
windows.  The north facade features inset entrances with arched
openings and cast stone turned columns.   The west elevation
features  a second― story rectangular cut― out which exhibits  a
balcony and a ra■ ling.

B.   DISCUSSION OF SIGNIFICANCE (Use baCk Of page and
continuations)

The Mediterranean Reviva■  style is most often found in states with
spanish co■onial heritage. In Florida′  this style is closely■ inked
with the ■920s Florida Land BOom era. The style has its origin in
Beaux Arts― trained architects′  desire to create a buttlding sty■ e
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during the ■920s and ■930s′  as it captured the picturesque resort
image the State was promoting to its winter visitors, Mediterranean
Reviva■ domestic buildings are chiefly associated with middle and
upper c■ ass suburban housing developments.  The style was also
applied to commerc■ al′  hote■ ′ c■ ubi. nd school bu■ ldings. Features
of the style include stuccoed wall surfaces and low― pitched red
barre■  tile roofs. Arched windows and doors are often found in
Mediterranean ReviVal style buttldings. DecOrative elements such as
inset ti■ es, cast stone columns or pilasters′  ba■ conies′  and window
gr■ ■■es are incorporated in the bu■ lding designs as we■ ■.

The Town of Lake Park is ■ocated in Palm Beach County and iS
adjacent to the City of RiViera Beach to the south and the Village
of North Palm Beach to the north.  Lake Park was origina■ ly
conceived in ■9■ 9 aS Kelsey City by Harry Seymor Kelsey′   a
multimil■ ionaire from Massachusetts. Kelsey acquired a vast fortune
from the sale of his restaurant business′  the Wa■ dorf LunCh System.
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ho■ dings′  Ke■ sey established a community platted and planned by the
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li    SUPPLEMENT FOR SITE FORMS        Site 8PB9607

SITE NAME  Park Building

internationally known Olmstead Brothers′  landscape architects and
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C.   HISTORY AND BIBLIOGRAPHY OF PAST WORK AT SITE (USe baCk Of
page and continuation sheets if neceSSary)
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Chapter 66 HISTORIC PRESERVATION1 

Sec. 66-1. Declaration of legislative intent. 

It is hereby declared as a matter of public policy that the protection, enhancement and perpetuation of 
properties of historical, cultural, archeological, aesthetic and architectural merit are in the interests of the health, 
prosperity and welfare of the people of the town. Therefore, this chapter is intended to:  

(1) Effect and accomplish the protection, enhancement and perpetuation of buildings, structures, 
improvements, landscape features and archeological resources of sites and districts which represent 
distinctive elements of the town's cultural, social, economic, political, scientific, religious, prehistoric 
and architectural history;  

(2) Safeguard the town's historical, cultural, archeological and architectural heritage, as embodied and 
reflected in such individual sites, districts and archeological zones;  

(3) Foster civic pride in the accomplishments of the past and maintain examples of quality structures for 
the future;  

(4) Protect and enhance the town's attraction to visitors and the support and stimulus to the economy 
thereby provided; and  

(5) Promote the use of individual sites and districts for the education, pleasure and welfare of the people 
of the town.  

(Ord. No. 6-1998, § I, 7-1-1998; Code 1978, § 34-2) 

Sec. 66-2. Scope of regulations. 

(a) This chapter is intended to and shall govern and be applicable to all property located in the incorporated 
town limits. Nothing contained herein shall be deemed to supersede or conflict with applicable building and 
zoning codes. Provisions contained herein shall be cumulative and read in conjunction with other provisions 
of the town Code.  

(b) This chapter shall be filed, and it shall address the following sections: The establishment of an historic 
preservation board with powers and duties; the creation of a process to designate individual sites, districts 
and archeological zones; a process of review of certificates of appropriateness and certificates to dig; and an 
appeal process. The town shall also submit the proposed ordinance to the National Register of Historic Places 
for certification by the National Register to be eligible for the 1981 Economic Recovery Tax Act as amended.  

(Ord. No. 6-1998, § I, 7-1-1998; Code 1978, § 34-3) 

                                                                 

1Cross reference(s)—Environment, ch. 10; utilities, ch. 32; buildings and building regulations, ch. 54; special historic 
buildings and districts, § 54-66; environmentally significant lands, ch. 58; land development code, ch. 67; 
zoning, ch. 78.  

State law reference(s)—Historic preservation boards, F.S. ch. 266, historic resources, F.S. ch. 267.  
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Sec. 66-3. Definitions. 

The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this chapter, shall have the meanings ascribed to 
them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning:  

Archeological zone means an area designated by this chapter which is likely to yield information on the 
history and prehistory of the town based on prehistoric settlement patterns in the town as determined by the 
results of the town historic survey. These zones will tend to conform to natural physiographic features which were 
the focal points for prehistoric and historic activities.  

Certificate of appropriateness means a certificate issued by the historic preservation board permitting certain 
alterations or improvements to a designated individual site or property in a designated district.  

(1) Regular certificate of appropriateness. A regular certificate of appropriateness shall be issued by the 
staff of the historic preservation board, based on the guidelines for preservation approved by the 
historic preservation board.  

(2) Special certificate of appropriateness. For all applications for a special certificate of appropriateness 
involving the demolition, removal, reconstruction or new construction at an individual site or in a 
district, a special certificate of appropriateness is required that is issued directly by the historic 
preservation board.  

Certificate of recognition means a certificate issued by the board recognizing properties designated pursuant 
to this chapter.  

Certificate to dig means a certificate that gives the board's permission for certain digging projects that may 
involve the discovery of as yet unknown or known archeological sites in an archeological zone. This certificate is 
issued by staff of the board based on the guidelines for preservation approved by the board.  

Certified local government means a government satisfying the requirements of the United States National 
Historic Preservation Act Amendments of 1980 (P.L. 96-515; 16 USC 470 et seq.) and the implementing of 
regulations of the U.S. Department of the Interior and the state. A government which is certified will review all 
nominations to the National Register of Historic Places within its jurisdiction prior to reviews at the state and 
federal levels.  

Demolition means the complete constructive removal of a building on any site.  

Districts means a collection of archeological sites, buildings, structures, landscape features or other 
improvements that are concentrated in the same area and have been designated as a district pursuant to this 
chapter.  

Exterior means all outside surfaces of a building or structure.  

Guidelines for preservation means criteria established by the preservation board to be used by staff in 
determining the validity of applications for a regular certificate of appropriateness and any certificate to dig and to 
establish a set of guidelines for the preservation of buildings in South Florida.  

Historic preservation board means the town historic preservation board.  

Historic survey means a comprehensive survey and listing of the cultural, architectural or archeological 
resources of the town prepared by a knowledgeable historic preservation authority, following standards set forth 
in federal, state and town regulations for evaluation of such resources and their importance to the town.  

Individual site means an archeological site, building, structure, place or other improvement that has been 
designated as an individual site pursuant to this chapter including auxiliary buildings of an individual site. Auxiliary 
or appurtenance buildings is subordinate to or adjoins the principal use of the structure, e.g., fences, walls, steps, 
paving, sidewalks, signs, light fixtures, street furniture, parking areas, public art, fountains, etc. Under the 
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provisions of this chapter, interior spaces may be regulated only where a building or structure is a designated 
individual site.  

Landscape feature means any improvement or vegetation including, but not limited to outbuildings, walls, 
courtyards, fences, shrubbery, trees, sidewalks, planters, plantings, gates, street furniture and exterior lighting.  

Local register of historic places means the official list maintained by the town of buildings, structures, sites, 
districts and objects significant to town history, architecture, archeology, engineering and culture, which have 
been designated by the historic preservation board ("town register").  

National Register of Historic Places means a federal listing maintained by the U.S. Department of the Interior 
of buildings, sites, structures and districts that have attained a quality of significance as determined by the Historic 
Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, 16 USC 470 et seq. ("National Register").  

Noncontributing resource means a resource or building that does not add to the cultural, historical, social, 
economic, political, aesthetic, architectural or archeological significance of a designated landmark or a designated 
historic district.  

Ordinary repairs or maintenance means work done on any building, structure or site to real property for 
which a building permit is not required, the purpose and effect of which is to correct or prevent deterioration of a 
building or structure or decay of or damage to a building or structure or any part thereof by restoring the building 
or structure as nearly as practicable to its condition prior to such deterioration, decay or damage, using the same 
materials or those materials available which are as close as possible to the original.  

Owner of a designated property means as reflected on the current county tax rolls or current title holder.  

Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation means a federal document currently set forth in 36 
CFR 68 establishing standards and guidelines for the appropriate rehabilitation and preservation of historic 
resources, as it may be amended from time to time.  

Site of exceptional importance means a site or structure that is of exceptional importance because it is: (i) 
one of a kind; (ii) directly related to a major theme in the town's or region's development; (iii) significant in 
multiple areas which can include history, architecture, landscape design, and archaeology.  

Undue economic hardship means failure to issue a certificate would place an onerous and excessive financial 
burden upon the owner that would amount to the taking of the owner's property without just compensation.  

(Ord. No. 6-1998, § I, 7-1-1998; Code 1978, § 34-4) 

Cross reference(s)—Definitions generally, § 1-2.  

Sec. 66-4. Historic preservation board—Created and established. 

The planning and zoning board is designated as the historic preservation board. It is hereby established that 
the town planning and zoning board shall serve as the town historical preservation board as an agency of the town 
government in and for the town. The historic preservation board is hereby vested with the power, authority and 
jurisdiction to designate, regulate and administer historical, cultural, archeological and architectural resources in 
the town, as prescribed by this chapter under the direct jurisdiction and legislative control of the town 
commissioners. To meet the requirements of the certified local government program and to carry out its 
responsibilities under this chapter, the membership of the historic preservation board shall include, to the extent 
available, members from the disciplines of architecture, architectural history, law, investment banking, planning, 
engineering, archeology and related fields. The town commission shall decide whether or not the existing 
members of the planning and zoning board meet the requirements of the historic preservation board and other 
programs and may appoint up to two additional members to the historic preservation board if needed. Whenever 
a new member is appointed to the historic preservation board, the town commission shall consider the 
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professional requirements of the new member to ensure that the requirements of the certified local government 
program are met. When a vacancy occurs on the historic preservation board, it shall be filled within 60 days. When 
necessary, persons serving on the historic preservation board shall attend educational meetings to develop a 
special interest, expertise, experience or knowledge in history, architecture or related disciplines.  

(Ord. No. 6-1998, § I, 7-1-1998; Code 1978, § 34-5) 

Cross reference(s)—Boards and commissions, § 2-111 et seq.  

State law reference(s)—Historic preservation boards, F.S. ch. 266.  

Sec. 66-5. Same—Members. 

The historic preservation board shall consist of five or seven members appointed by the town commission. 
Each member of the historic preservation board shall be qualified pursuant to section 2-112. Appointments shall 
be made on the basis of civic pride, integrity, experience and interest in the field of historic preservation. The term 
of office of membership shall follow the guidelines of the town planning and zoning board. Any vacancy occurring 
on the historic preservation board shall be filled by the town commission for the remainder of the unexpired term, 
at the earliest possible date. Members of the historic preservation board shall be eligible for reappointment, and 
shall hold office until their successors have been duly appointed and qualified. Members of the historic 
preservation board shall serve without compensation but shall be reimbursed for necessary expenses incurred in 
the performance of their official duties, as shall be determined and approved by the town commission. Before 
entering upon the duties of office, each member of the historic preservation board shall file written acceptance of 
appointment and take and subscribe to the oath of office prescribed by law, which shall be filed in the office of the 
town clerk.  

(Ord. No. 6-1998, § I, 7-1-1998; Ord. No. 13-2001, § 1, 10-3-2001; Ord. No. 1-2002, § 1, 1-16-2002; Code 1978, § 
34-6) 

Sec. 66-6. Organization. 

The chairperson of the planning and zoning board shall serve as chairperson of the historic preservation 
board. The town manager shall provide adequate personnel to provide technical expertise to and fulfill the 
administrative responsibilities of the board, including but not limited to representatives from the community 
development department, which shall be deemed the staff of the board. Minutes of each historic preservation 
board meeting shall be kept and prepared under the supervision and direction of the board, and copies of such 
minutes shall be filed with the town clerk.  

(Ord. No. 6-1998, § I, 7-1-1998; Code 1978, § 34-7) 

Sec. 66-7. Rules and regulations. 

The historic preservation board shall make and prescribe such rules and regulations reasonably necessary 
and appropriate for the proper administration and enforcement of the provisions of this chapter. Such rules and 
regulations shall conform to the provisions of this chapter and shall not conflict with the constitution and general 
laws of the state. The historic preservation board shall prescribe forms for use by applicants in compliance with the 
provisions of this chapter.  

(Ord. No. 6-1998, § I, 7-1-1998; Code 1978, § 34-8) 
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Sec. 66-8. Powers and duties. 

(a) The historic preservation board shall have the following enumerated powers and duties:  

(1) Adopt or amend rules of procedure.  

(2) Recommend designation of individual sites, districts and archeological zones.  

(3) Issue or deny certificates of appropriateness or special appropriateness and certificates to dig.  

(4) Recommend or approve historical markers and issue certificates of recognition for individual sites and 
designated properties in a district.  

(5) Recommend zoning and building code amendments to the proper authorities.  

(6) Establish guidelines for preservation and criteria for issuance by staff of regular certificates of 
appropriateness.  

(7) Promote the awareness of historic preservation and its community benefits.  

(8) Review and update the historic survey for its quality and professional merit, and validate the findings of 
the survey as bona fide and sincere which shall be compatible with the Florida Master Site File and 
planning for their conservation and preservation.  

(9) Implement the authority of this chapter and fulfill the tasks set forth for the historic preservation board 
by the town commission in this chapter and other ordinances.  

(10) Record and maintain records of the historic preservation board's actions and decisions.  

(11) Follow and abide by the laws of the United States of America, the state, county and the town.  

(12) Review and recommend sites and structures for nomination to the National Historic Register.  

(13) Provide an annual report to the mayor and town commission.  

(b) No actions of the historic preservation board will supersede or be construed as superseding the authority of 
the town commission.  

(Ord. No. 6-1998, § I, 7-1-1998; Code 1978, § 34-9) 

Sec. 66-9. Designation process and procedure. 

(a) Criteria. Consistent with the criteria established by the National Register of Historic Places, the historic 
preservation board shall have the authority to designate areas, places, buildings, structures, landscape 
features, archeological sites and other improvements or physical features, as individual sites, districts or 
archeological zones that are significant in town's history, architecture, archeology or culture and possess an 
integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship or association, or:  

(1) Are associated with distinctive elements of the cultural, social, political, economic, scientific, religious, 
prehistoric and architectural history that have contributed to the pattern of history in the community, 
the county, South Florida, the state or the nation;  

(2) Are associated with the lives of persons significant in our past;  

(3) Embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, style or method of construction or work of a 
master, or that possess high artistic value; or that represent a distinguishable entity whose 
components may lack individual distinction;  

(4) Have yielded, or are likely to yield information in history or prehistory; or  
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(5) Are listed in the National Register of Historic Places.  

(b) Properties not generally considered; exceptions. Certain properties, which include cemeteries, birthplaces, 
properties owned by religious institutions or used for religious purposes, structures that have been moved 
from their original locations, properties commemorative in nature and properties that have achieved 
significance within the last 50 years, will not normally be considered for designation. However, such 
properties may qualify if they are integral parts of districts that do meet the criteria, or if they fall within the 
following categories:  

(1) A religious property deriving primary significance from architectural or artistic distinction of historical 
importance.  

(2) A building or structure removed from its location but which is primarily significant for architectural 
value, or is the surviving structure most importantly associated with a historic event or person.  

(3) A birthplace or grave of a historical figure of outstanding importance if there is no other appropriate 
site or building directly associated with such historic figure's productive life.  

(4) A cemetery which derives its primary significance from graves of persons of transcendent importance, 
from age, distinctive design features, or from association with historic events.  

(5) A property primarily commemorative in intent if design, age, tradition or symbolic value has invested it 
with its own historical significance.  

(6) A property or district achieving significance within the past 50 years if it is of exceptional importance.  

(c) Investigation and designation report. Prior to the designation of an individual site, a district, or an 
archeological zone, an investigation and designation report must be filed with the historic preservation 
board. The format of these reports may vary according to the type of designation; however, all reports must 
address the following:  

(1) The historical, cultural, architectural or archeological significance of the property or properties being 
recommended for designation;  

(2) A recommendation of boundaries for districts and archaeological zones and identification of 
boundaries of individual sites being designated;  

(3) A recommendation of standards to be adopted by the board in carrying out its regulatory function 
under this chapter with respect to certificates of appropriateness and certificates to dig.  

Where a report is filed recommending designation of a district, the report must identify those properties, if any, 
within the district which are not historically or architecturally compatible with structures in the district. The 
standards for regulating such nonconforming properties shall provide that a certificate of appropriateness may be 
required only for new construction on such properties. All reports shall take into consideration projected, 
proposed or existing public improvements and developmental or renewal plans.  

(d) Procedure. 

(1) Petition of the owner. The owner of any property in incorporated Lake Park may petition this board for 
designation of the owner's property as an individual site, district or archeological zone provided that 
the owner appears before the historic preservation board with sufficient information to warrant the 
investigation of the property for future designation and the historic preservation board finds that the 
property may be worthy of designation. The historic preservation board shall, based on its findings, 
either direct the staff to begin the designation process or deny the petition. Nothing in this subsection 
shall be deemed to restrict the power of the historic preservation board to initiate the designation 
process pursuant to this section, however, written permission of the property owner shall be obtained 
prior to the submission of the application for designation, and such written permission shall be made a 
part of the application packet.  
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(2) Directive of the historic preservation board. The historic preservation board shall, upon 
recommendations from staff or the acceptance of petitions pursuant to subsection (d)(1) of this 
section, direct staff to begin the designation process by preparing a designation report, pursuant to 
subsection (c) of this section and any other standards the board may deem necessary, and submitting 
this report according to the procedures described herein.  

(3) Notification of owner. For each proposed designation of an individual site, the historic preservation 
board shall obtain the permission of the property owner. For each proposed district or archeological 
zone, the historic preservation board is encouraged to obtain the permission of the property owner 
within the designated area, and is responsible for mailing a copy of the designation report to the owner 
as notification of the intent of the historic preservation board to consider designation of the property 
at least 15 days prior to a public hearing held pursuant to this section.  

(4) Notification of government agencies. Upon filing of a designation report, the secretary of the historic 
preservation board shall immediately notify the community development department and any other 
county or municipal agency, including agencies with demolition powers, that may be affected by said 
filing.  

(5) Notification of a public hearing. For each individual site, district or archeological zone proposed for 
designation, a public hearing must be held no sooner than 15 days and within 60 days from the date a 
designation report has been filed with the historic preservation board. Owners of record or other 
parties having an interest in the proposed designated properties, if known, shall be notified of the 
public hearing by certified mail to the last known address of the party being served, according to the 
county property appraiser's records; however, failure to receive such notice shall not invalidate the 
same as such notice shall also be perfected by publishing a copy thereof in a newspaper of general 
circulation at least ten days prior to the hearing. Owners shall be given an opportunity at the public 
hearing to object to the proposed designation.  

(6) Requirement of prompt decision and notification. Within seven days of a public hearing on a proposed 
individual site, district or archeological zone, the board shall by written resolution state its decision to 
approve, deny or amend the proposed designation and shall direct the secretary of the historic 
preservation board to notify the following of its actions with a copy of the resolution:  

a. The community development department;  

b. The town clerk;  

c. The appropriate county officials;  

d. The owner of the affected property and other parties having an interest in the property, if 
known;  

e. Any other county or municipal agency, including agencies with demolition powers, that may be 
affected by this action; and  

f. The county property appraiser.  

(7) Amendment or rescission. The historic preservation board may amend or rescind any designation 
provided it complies with the same manners and procedures used in the original designation.  

(8) Moratorium. Upon the filing of a designation report by the staff, the owner of the real property which 
is the subject matter of the designation report or any individual or private or public entity shall not:  

a. Erect any structure on the subject property.  

b. Alter, restore, renovate, move or demolish any structure on the subject property until such time 
as final administrative action, as provided by this chapter, is completed.  
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(9) Recording of designation. The historic preservation board shall provide the clerk of the circuit court 
with all designations for the purpose of recording such designation and the clerk of the circuit court 
shall thereupon record the designation according to law.  

(Ord. No. 6-1998, § I, 7-1-1998; Ord. No. 13-2001, § 1, 10-3-2001; Code 1978, § 34-10) 

Sec. 66-10. Application for certificate of appropriateness. 

(a) Certificate required as prerequisite to alteration, etc. No building, structure, improvement, landscape feature 
or archeological site within the town which is designated pursuant to section 66-9 may be erected, altered, 
restored, renovated, excavated, moved or demolished until an application for a certificate of 
appropriateness regarding any architectural features, landscape features or site improvements has been 
submitted to and approved pursuant to the procedures in this section. As a prerequisite to the alteration, 
etc., of a single-family home which has been identified as being 50 years or older in the Lake Park Historical 
Structure Survey, dated June 1998, the community development director shall notify the owner that the 
home is one of the sites identified in the Lake Park Historical Structure Survey, dated 1998, as being eligible 
for listing on the local historic register. The community development director shall notify the owner of their 
eligibility for designation, and seek designation with the owner's consent. All collateral materials, including 
incentive opportunities, shall be provided to the homeowner. Architectural features shall include, but not be 
limited to, the architectural style, scale, massing, siting, general design and general arrangement of the 
exterior of the building or structure, including the type, style and color of facades, roofs, windows, doors and 
appurtenances. Architectural features shall include, when applicable, interior spaces where interior 
designation has been given pursuant to section 66-9. Landscape features and site improvements shall 
include, but are not limited to, site regrading, subsurface alterations, fill deposition, paving, landscaping, 
walls, fences, courtyards, signs and exterior lighting. No certificate of appropriateness shall be approved 
unless the architectural plans for said construction, alteration, excavation, restoration, renovation, relocation 
or demolition are approved by the historic preservation board.  

(b) Board to develop procedures. The historic preservation board shall set the fees needed and develop 
procedures for making application for both a regular and special certificate of appropriateness.  

(c) Standards for issuance. The town hereby adopts the Secretary of Interior's Standards of Rehabilitation. The 
historic preservation board shall also adopt supplemental guidelines which may be amended from time to 
time. These standards by which applications for any certificate of appropriateness are to be measured and 
evaluated. In adopting these guidelines, are intended by the historic preservation board to promote 
maintenance, restoration, adaptive reuses appropriate to the property, and compatible contemporary 
designs which are harmonious with the exterior architectural and landscape features of neighboring 
buildings, sites and streetscape. These guidelines shall also serve as criteria for staff to make decisions 
regarding applications for regular certificates of appropriateness.  

(d) Regular certificates of appropriateness. 

(1) Based on the guidelines for preservation, the designation report, a complete application for a regular 
certificate of appropriateness, any additional plans, drawings or photographs to fully describe the 
proposed alteration and any other guidelines the board may deem necessary, the staff of the historic 
preservation board shall, within ten days from the date a complete application has been filed, approve 
or deny the application for a regular certificate of appropriateness by the owner of a designated 
individual site, or property within a designated district.  

(2) Regular certificates of appropriateness may be issued by staff for ordinary repair and maintenance for 
which a building permit is not required, the purpose and effect of which is to correct or prevent any 
deterioration of, decay of or damage to the exterior of such building, structure or site or any part 
thereof, and to restore the same as nearly as may be practicable to its condition prior to such 
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deterioration, decay or damage, using the same materials or those materials available which are as 
close as possible to the original.  

(3) The findings of the staff shall be mailed to the applicant within three days of staff decision 
accompanied by a statement in full regarding the staff's decision. The applicant shall have an 
opportunity to challenge the staff decision by applying for a special certificate of appropriateness 
within 30 days of the staff's findings.  

(e) Special certificates of appropriateness. Special certificates of appropriateness are required for any alteration 
to buildings or sites other than ordinary maintenance.  

(1) An applicant for a special certificate of appropriateness shall submit his fees and application to the 
board pursuant to this section and accompany such application to the historic preservation board with 
full plans and specifications, site plan and samples of materials as deemed appropriate by the board to 
fully describe the proposed appearance, color, texture or materials, and architectural design of the 
building and any outbuilding, wall, courtyard, fence, landscape feature, paving, signage and exterior 
lighting. The applicant shall provide adequate information to enable the historic preservation board to 
visualize the effect of the proposed action on the applicant's building and its adjacent buildings and 
streetscape. If such application involves a designated archeological site, the applicant shall provide full 
plans and specifications of work that may affect the surface and subsurface of the archeological site.  

(2) The historic preservation board shall hold a public hearing upon an application for a special certificate 
of appropriateness affecting property under its control. In such instances, notice and procedure of the 
public hearing shall be given to the property owner by certified mail and to other interested parties by 
an advertisement in a newspaper of general circulation at least ten days prior to the hearing.  

(3) The historic preservation board shall act upon an application within 60 days of receipt of application 
materials adequately describing the proposed action. The historic preservation board shall approve, 
deny or approve in modified form an application, subject to the acceptance of the modification by the 
applicant, or suspend action on the application for a period not to exceed 30 days in order to seek 
technical advice from outside its members or to meet further with the applicant to revise or modify the 
application.  

(4) The decision of the historic preservation board shall be issued in writing. Evidence of approval of the 
application shall be by certificate of appropriateness issued by the historic preservation board or the 
board's designated staff representative to the applicant and, whatever its decision, notice in writing 
shall be given to the applicant and the community development department. When an application is 
denied, the historic preservation board's notice shall provide an adequate written explanation of its 
decision to disapprove the application. The historic preservation board shall keep a record of its actions 
under this chapter.  

(f) Demolition. 

(1) Demolition of a designated building, structure, improvement or site may occur pursuant to an order of 
a government agency or a court of competent jurisdiction or pursuant to an approved application by 
the owner for a special certificate of appropriateness.  

(2) Government agencies having the authority to demolish unsafe structures shall receive notice of 
designation of individual sites, districts or archeological zones pursuant to section 66-9(d)(6). The 
historic preservation board shall be deemed an interested party and shall be entitled to receive notice 
of any public hearings conducted by said government agency regarding demolition of any designated 
property. The historic preservation board may make recommendations and suggestions to the 
government agency and the owner relative to the feasibility of and the public interest in preserving the 
designated property.  
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(3) No permit for voluntary demolition of a designated building, structure, improvement or site shall be 
issued to the owner thereof until an application for a special certificate of appropriateness has been 
submitted and approved pursuant to the procedures in this section. Refusal by the historic 
preservation board to grant a special certificate of appropriateness shall be evidenced by written order 
detailing the public interest which is sought to be preserved. The historic preservation board shall be 
guided by the criteria contained in subsection (f)(4) of this section. The historic preservation board may 
grant a special certificate of appropriateness which may provide for a delayed effective date of up to 
six months. The effective date shall be determined by the historic preservation board based upon the 
relative significance of the structure and the probable time required to arrange a possible alternative 
to demolition. During the demolition delay period, the historic preservation board may take such steps 
as it deems necessary to preserve the structure concerned, in accordance with the purposes of this 
chapter. Such steps may include, but shall not be limited to, consultation with civic groups, public 
agencies and interested citizens, recommendations for acquisition of property by public or private 
bodies or agencies, and exploration of the possibility of moving one or more structures or other 
features.  

(4) In addition to all other provisions of this chapter, the historic preservation board shall consider the 
following criteria in evaluating applications for a special certificate of appropriateness for demolition of 
designated properties:  

a. Is the structure of such interest or quality that it would reasonably meet national, state or local 
criteria for designation as an historic or architectural landmark?  

b. Is the structure of such design, craftsmanship, or material that it could be reproduced only with 
great difficulty and/or expense?  

c. Is the structure one of the last remaining examples of its kind in the town, neighborhood, the 
county or the region?  

d. Does the structure contribute significantly to the historic character of a designated district?  

e. Would retention of the structure promote the general welfare of the town, county or region by 
providing an opportunity for study of local history, architecture and design or by developing an 
understanding of the importance and value of a particular culture and heritage?  

f. Are there definite plans for reuse of the property if the proposed demolition is carried out, and 
what will be the effect of those plans on the character of the surrounding area?  

g. Building permit not to issue without certificate. No building permit shall be issued by the 
community development director which affects any designated property in the town without a 
certificate of appropriateness.  

h. Compliance of work with certificate standards. All work performed pursuant to the issuance of 
any certificate of appropriateness shall conform to the requirements of the certificate. The town 
manager shall designate an appropriate official to assist the historic preservation board by 
making necessary inspections in connection with enforcement of this chapter and the manager 
or the community development director shall be empowered to issue a stop work order if 
performance is not in accordance with the issued certificate. No work shall proceed as long as a 
stop work order continues in effect. Copies of inspection reports shall be furnished to the historic 
preservation board and copies of any stop work orders both to the board and the applicant. The 
community development director and staff for the historic preservation board shall be 
responsible for ensuring that any work not in accordance with an issued certificate of 
appropriateness shall be corrected to comply with the certificate of appropriateness prior to 
withdrawing the stop work order.  
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i. Emergency, temporary measures. For the purpose of remedying emergency conditions 
determined to be dangerous to life, health or property, nothing contained herein shall prevent 
the making of any temporary construction, reconstruction or other repairs to a building or site in 
the town, pursuant to an order of a government agency or a court of competent jurisdiction. The 
owner of a building damaged by fire or natural calamity shall be permitted to stabilize the 
building immediately without historic preservation board approval, and to rehabilitate it later 
under the normal review procedures to this chapter.  

j. No action to constitute approval. If no action upon an application is taken within 60 days from 
the date of application, such application shall be deemed to have been approved and no other 
evidence of approval shall be needed. This time limit may be waived by mutual written consent 
of the applicant and the historic preservation board.  

k. Power of review. The historic preservation board shall have the authority to review applications 
for certificates of appropriateness for all property in the town, however owned, by either private 
or public parties. The purposes of this chapter shall apply equally to plans, projects or work 
executed or assisted by any private party, governmental body or agency, department, authority 
or board of the town, county or state.  

(Ord. No. 6-1998, § I, 7-1-1998; Code 1978, § 34-11; Ord. No. 03-2007, § 2, 7-18-2007) 

Sec. 66-11. Variances. 

Where, by reason of particular site conditions and restraints, or because of unusual circumstances applicable 
solely to the particular applicant, strict enforcement of the provisions of this chapter would result in serious undue 
economic hardship to the applicant, the historic preservation board shall have the power to vary or modify 
adherence to this chapter; provided always that its requirements ensure harmony with the general purposes 
hereof and will not adversely affect the town.  

(1) In any instance where there is a claim of undue economic hardship, the owner may submit, by affidavit, 
to the board at least 15 days prior to the public hearing, the following information:  

a. For all property:  

1. The amount paid for the property, the date of purchase and the party from whom 
purchased;  

2. The assessed value of the land and improvements thereon according to the two most 
recent assessments;  

3. Real estate taxes for the previous two years;  

4. Annual debt service, if any, for the previous two years;  

5. All appraisals obtained within the previous two years by the owner or applicant in 
connection with his purchase, financing or ownership of the property;  

6. Any listing of the property for sale or rent, price asked and offers received, if any; and  

7. Any consideration by the owner as to profitable adaptive uses for the property; and  

b. For income-producing property:  

1. Annual gross income from the property for the previous two years;  

2. Itemized operating and maintenance expenses for the previous two years; and  

3. Annual cash flow, if any, for the previous two years.  
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(2) The board may require that an applicant furnish such additional information as the historic 
preservation board believes is relevant to its determination of undue economic hardship and may 
provide in appropriate instances that such additional information be furnished under seal. In the event 
that any of the required information is not reasonably available to the applicant and cannot be 
obtained by the applicant, the applicant shall file with such applicant's affidavit a statement of the 
information which cannot be obtained and shall describe the reasons why such information cannot be 
obtained.  

(Ord. No. 6-1998, § I, 7-1-1998; Code 1978, § 34-12) 

Sec. 66-12. Maintenance of designated properties. 

Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to prevent the ordinary maintenance or repair of any exterior 
elements of any building or structure which does not involve a change of design, appearance or material, and 
which does not require a building permit.  

(Ord. No. 6-1998, § I, 7-1-1998; Code 1978, § 34-13) 

Sec. 66-13. Certificates to dig. 

(a) When required; how granted. Within an archeological zone, new construction, filling, digging, the removal of 
trees, or any other activity that may alter or reveal an interred archeological site shall be prohibited without 
a certificate to dig. All applications to the town involving new construction, large-scale digging, the removal 
of trees or any other activity that may reveal or disturb an interred archeological site, in an archeological 
zone shall require a certificate to dig before approval. Based on the designation report for the archeological 
zone, a complete application for a certificate to dig and any additional guidelines the historic preservation 
board may deem necessary, the staff of the board shall, within ten days from the date the completed 
application has been filed, approve the application for a certificate to dig by the owners of a property in a 
designated archeological zone. The certificate to dig may be made subject to specified conditions, including 
but not limited to conditions regarding site excavation. In order to comply with the site excavation 
requirements of the certificate to dig, the applicant may agree to permit the town or its designee to conduct 
archeological excavation from the time of the approval of the certificate to dig until the effective date 
thereof. The findings of the staff shall be mailed to the applicant by registered mail promptly. The applicant 
shall have the opportunity to challenge the staff decision or any conditions attached to the certificate to dig 
by requesting a meeting of the historic preservation board. The historic preservation board shall convene 
within 35 days after such a request and shall make every effort to review and reconsider the original staff 
decision to arrive at an equitable decision. The decision of the historic preservation board shall be reduced to 
writing within seven days from the date of the meeting.  

(b) Approved certificates to dig. Approved certificates to dig shall contain an effective date not to exceed 60 days 
at which time the proposed activity may begin, unless the board decides to designate the site in question as 
an individual site or district pursuant to section 66-9 in which all the rules and regulations pertaining to the 
designation process shall apply from the date the designation report has been filed.  

(c) Work to conform to certificate; stop work order. All work performed pursuant to the issuance of a certificate 
to dig shall conform to the requirements of such certificate. It shall be the duty of the appropriate 
government agencies and the staff of the board to inspect from time to time any work pursuant to such 
certificate to ensure compliance. In the event work is performed not in accordance with such certificate, the 
official designated by the town manager pursuant to section 66-10(f)(4)h. shall be empowered to issue a stop 
work order and all work shall cease. No person, firm or corporation shall undertake any work on such 
projects as long as such stop work order shall continue in effect.  
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(Ord. No. 6-1998, § I, 7-1-1998; Code 1978, § 34-14) 

Sec. 66-14. Appeals. 

(a) Within 20 days of the written decision of the historic preservation board, an aggrieved party may appeal the 
decision by filing a written notice of appeal with the town clerk. The notice of appeal shall state the decision 
which is being appealed, the grounds for the appeal, and a brief summary of the relief which is sought. 
Within 60 days of the filing of the appeal or the first regular town commission meeting which is scheduled, 
whichever is later in time, the town commission shall conduct a public hearing at which time it may affirm, 
modify or reverse the decision of the board. Nothing contained herein shall preclude the town commission 
from seeking additional information prior to rendering a final decision. The decision of the town commission 
shall be in writing and a copy of the decision shall be forwarded to the board and the appealing party. Within 
the time prescribed by the appropriate Florida Rules of Appellate Procedure, a party aggrieved by a decision 
of the town commission may appeal an adverse decision to the circuit court in and for the county. The party 
taking the appeal shall be required to pay to the town clerk the sum of $200.00 to defray the costs of 
preparing the record on appeal.  

(b) Certain properties in the town were given historic designation against the wishes of their owners. Because 
nonconsensual designation is hereby abolished in the ordinance from which this section derives, the town 
commission finds that it is appropriate to allow those property owners an opportunity to resume the control 
of their property. As such, during a period of time not more than 180 days from the effective date of this 
section, owners of those properties which were designated with out their permission or consent may apply 
directly to the town commission for a de-designation of those properties. The list of addresses which were so 
designated is available at town hall.  

(c) In the event of a plan to demolish any such properties which are de-designated in this time frame pursuant 
to subsection (b) of this section shall follow the following procedure: not less than 90 days prior to making an 
application for demolition, the owner shall notify the town commission in writing of the owner's intent to 
apply for a demolition permit. Such written notice shall be placed on the next available agenda of the town 
commission, however, no action is required of the commission regarding such written notice.  

(Ord. No. 6-1998, § I, 7-1-1998; Ord. No. 13-2001, § 1, 10-3-2001; Code 1978, § 34-15) 

Sec. 66-15. Penalties. 

Failure by an owner of record or any individual or private or public entity to comply with any provisions of 
this chapter shall constitute a violation hereof and shall be punishable by civil or criminal penalties including a fine 
of not more than $500.00 per day for each day the violation continues and including a requirement that any work 
performed contrary to this chapter must be removed and the property returned to its condition prior to 
commencement of said action. The code compliance board shall have jurisdiction to enforce the codes and 
ordinances of the town.  

(Ord. No. 6-1998, § I, 7-1-1998; Code 1978, § 34-16) 

Sec. 66-16. Incentives. 

All properties designated as individual sites or as designated properties within a district shall be eligible, 
upon application by the owner, for any available financial assistance set aside for historic preservation by the town 
contingent on the availability of funds and the scope of the project as described in the application.  

(Ord. No. 6-1998, § I, 7-1-1998; Code 1978, § 34-17) 
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Sec. 66-17. Tax exemptions for historic properties. 

(a) Scope of tax exemptions. A method is hereby created for the town commissioner, at its discretion, to allow 
tax exemptions for the restoration, renovation, or rehabilitation of historic properties. The exemption shall 
apply to 100 percent of the assessed value of all improvements to historic properties which result from 
restoration, renovation, or rehabilitation made on or after the effective date of this chapter. The exemption 
applies only to taxes levied by the town. The exemption does not apply to taxes levied for the payment of 
bonds or to taxes authorized by a vote of the electors pursuant to section 9(b) or section 12, Article VII of the 
Florida Constitution (Fla. Const. art. VII, §§ 9(b), 12). The exemption does not apply to personal property. The 
exemption under this chapter does not apply to properties within a community redevelopment area 
previously or hereafter established pursuant to F.S. ch. 163, pt. III (F.S. §§ 163.330—163.463), by either the 
Board of County Commissioners of Palm Beach County or the town commission.  

(b) Duration of tax exemptions. Any exemption granted under this section to a particular property shall remain 
in effect for ten years. The town commission shall have the discretion to set a lesser term. The term of the 
exemption shall be specified in the resolution approving the exemption. The duration of the exemption as 
established in the resolution granting the exemption shall continue regardless of any change in the authority 
of the town to grant such exemptions or any change in ownership of the property. In order to retain an 
exemption, however, the historic character of the property, and improvements which qualified the property 
for an exemption, must be maintained in their historic state over the period for which the exemption was 
granted.  

(c) Eligible properties and improvements. 

(1) Property is qualified for an exemption under this section if:  

a. At the time the exemption is granted the property:  

1. Is individually listed in the National Register of Historic Places pursuant to the National 
Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, 16 USC 470 et seq.;  

2. Is a contributing property to a National Register-listed district; or  

3. Is designated as a historic property, or as a contributing property to a historic district, 
under the terms of a local preservation chapter; and  

b. The historic preservation board has certified to the town commission that the property for which 
an exemption is requested satisfies subsection (c)(1)a of this section.  

(2) In order for an improvement to a historic property to qualify the property for an exemption, the 
improvement must:  

a. Be consistent with the United States Secretary of Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation; and  

b. Be determined by the historic preservation board to meet criteria established in rules adopted by 
the department of state.  

(d) Applications. Any person, firm, or corporation that desires an ad valorem tax exemption for the 
improvement of a historic property must, in the year the exemption is desired to take effect, file with the 
town commission a written application on a form prescribed by the department of state. The application 
must include the following information:  

(1) The name of the property owner and the location of the historic property;  

(2) A description of the improvements to real property for which an exemption is requested and the date 
of commencement of construction of such improvements;  
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(3) Proof, to the satisfaction of the historic preservation board, that the property to be rehabilitated or 
renovated is a historic property under this section;  

(4) Proof, to the satisfaction of the historic preservation board, that the improvements to the property will 
be consistent with the United States Secretary of Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation and will be 
made in accordance with guidelines developed by the department of state;  

(5) Other information identified in appropriate department of state regulations, or requested by the 
historic preservation board; and  

(6) The property within the jurisdiction of the historic preservation board has filed a completed application 
for a certificate of appropriateness for the qualifying restoration, renovation, or rehabilitation.  

(e) Required covenant. To qualify for an exemption, the property owner must enter into a covenant or 
agreement with the town commission for the term for which the exemption is granted. The form of the 
covenant or agreement must be established by the department of state and must require that the character 
of the property, and the qualifying improvements to the property, be maintained during the period that the 
exemption is granted. The covenant or agreement shall be binding on the current property owner, 
transferees, and their heirs, successors, or assigns. Violation of the covenant or agreement results in the 
property owner being subject to the payment of the differences between the total amount of taxes which 
would have been due in March in each of the previous years in which the covenant or agreement was in 
effect had the property not received the exemption and the total amount of taxes actually paid in those 
years, plus interest on the difference calculated as provided in F.S. § 212.12(3).  

(f) Review by historic preservation board. The historic preservation board, or its successor, is designated to 
review applications for exemptions. The historic preservation board must recommend that the town 
commission grant or deny the exemption. Such reviews must be conducted in accordance with rules adopted 
by the department of state. The recommendation, and the reasons therefor, must be provided to the 
applicant and to the town commissioners before consideration of the application at an official meeting of the 
town commission.  

(g) Approval by town commission. A majority vote of the town commissioners shall be required to approve a 
written application for exemption. Such exemption shall take effect on the January 1 following substantial 
completion of the improvement. The town commission shall include the following in the ordinance approving 
the written application for exemption:  

(1) The name of the owner and the address of the historic property for which the exemption is granted.  

(2) The period of time for which the exemption will remain in effect and the expiration date of the 
exemption.  

(3) A finding that the historic property meets the requirements of this section.  

(h) Recording in public record. The covenant evidencing the tax exemption shall be recorded by the town at the 
owner's expense in the public records of the county.  

(Ord. No. 6-1998, § I, 7-1-1998; Code 1978, § 34-18) 

 



PRESENT: TOWN OF LAKE
PARK HISTORIC PRESERVATION

BOARD AUGUST31,
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M. Jon Blehar, Chair
Mike Scheihing, Vice Chair
Jeff Blakley
Cindy Lindskoog
Jeff Baumer, Alt. 
Mae Siders, AIt. 

ALSO PRESENT: Terry Leary, Town Manager Barbara
Scheihing, Town Clerk David
Thatcher, Community Development DirectorI. 

CALL TO ORDER: Chair
Blehar called the meeting to order at 7:10P.M. II. 

ROLL CALL: TheTown
Clerk called the roll. All members were present. III. APPROVAL

OF MINUTES - AUGUST3, 1998: Chair Blehar
asked ifthere was any discussion or correction of the minutes. Chair Blehar
asked fora motion to approve the minutes of the August3, 1998 meeting. Motion wasmade by Mike Scheihing and seconded by Jeff BIakley. Vote was taken and the
motion was passed unanimously. IV. OLD

BUSINESS: Mike Scheihing

asked about the signage of the 918 Park Building and the TCC district. David Thatcheradvised that the sign/s were being worked on by Baron Signs as part of their
deal with Code Enforcement. They have put together some attractive designs and ideas, 
and are putting together an outline of costs. We have a town wide sign code and a section
of the TCC code that is supplementalto the overall sign code. Baron'sis working on
a common design theme for signage downtown and conceptual color drawings of individual
businesses. They will also work with the businesses to assist them with sign design. Ms. Leary said that once a buildingis designated, the owner would need to obtain
a certificateofappropriatenessto do any work to the building. This would be obtained
at the Staff level, if it were simplistic and if not, they would make their application
before the Board and they would have to agree or not agree to give them a letter
of appropriateness, based on their project. Chair

Blehar asked if there was any other old business. There was none. 

ATTACHMENT 5



2 V. NEW
BUSINESS: 

None VL PUBLIC

HEARING: A. The designation of 918 Park Avenue. Ms. Leary advised that the town was inthe second phase of the process. the Public Hearing point. Mr. Thatcher advised that thelast page of the handout for the meeting showed the process. Chair Blehar asked ifanyone wished to make a motion regarding the designation of 918 Park Avenue asahistoric
property. MOTION: Mike Scheihing made the motion to designate 918 Park Avenueand the motion was seconded b Jeff Blaklev. 

Chair Blehar then asked for discussion. Ms. Leary said she would make a statement forthe record. She advised that it had been the original Post Office, dating back to the 1920's, a Mediterranean revival style. it was presently in our downtown and was the lastremaining building from the Kelsey City days. Mr. BIakley stated that half of thebuilding was the Post Office and the other half was Lake Park Sundries. Chair Blehar askedfor any other comments from the Board. There were none. Chair Blehar opened thediscussionto the public. Roger Grunke, architect and property owner who resides at 123Hawthorne Dr., Lake Park, was recognized. Mr. Grunke asked if there would be designguidelines when a buildingis nominated as a historic structure. Mr. Thatcher said thatStaff and the Historic Preservation Ordinance, adopted. by reference. theU.S. Departmentofthe Secretary of the Interior's guidelines. Mr. Grunkethen asked, with the buildingbeing nominated. will such things as the windows and decorative features be in linewith the Secretary of Interior' s guidelines. Chair Blehar asked for clarification. Mr. Grunkewanted to know if the building would be returned to certain standards suchas, windows. Chair Blehar stated that it was unknown. Mr. Grunke then inquiredif designating a buildinga landmark did not require these things. Chair Blehar responded no, the designationof historic landmark didnot require the owner to do the restoration. Ms. Leary confirmedthat statement. Chair Blehar said it just states the building is historic. Mr. Thatcheradvised that the requirements became applicable when someone proposes to doa renovation. Mayor Wagner advised that he had worked with Dale Waters in WestPalm Beach when Mr. Waters developed a handbook on historic designations. One ofthe things in the handbook was. depending on the district classification, the buildingcan receive both grant monies and low interest loans for restoration to it's original condition. The limitations placed on buildings, in the West Palm Beach guidelines, were that windows and doors and things of that nature must meet the current hurricanecodes. They could not replace the old 1920's windows tomeet current codes. Therewere replacement windows that were aesthetically consistent with that design andmeet current code. Loans could be applied for. specific toa renovation, and applicants couldreceive the monies to make those changes. That thick yellow book should be availableto all Board members. The book gave step by step instruction on how



3 to restorea building. to developahistoric district and is located in Town Hall. 

The changes are not required, but you do have the ability to make the changes. Ms. 
Leary advised that once the designation is done and the person comes in forabuilding
permit, the property is flagged and the review process begins. Mr. Thatcher advised that
theconsultant stated that this property recommendation\ designation would also be
accepted by the National Register; it is that significant in Town. Chair Blehar asked for any
other comments from the public. There were

none. Chair Blehar called the question. Chair Blehar asked all those infavor of the

motion to designate 918 Park Avenueas a historic property signifv by saving ave. 
Therewas no opposition. Motion passed unanimously. B. Designationof

412 Evergreen Drive. owned by the Palm Beach County School Board, asa historic property. 
Chair Blehar askedif the Staff had any other information to bring before the Board. Ms. 
Leary advised that she didn'thave a great deal to add, other than the information that was
previously supplied. The School Board has gained title to the property and the Commission. 

Mayor, Staff and the Education Committee went to the School Board last week
and asked if they were not goingto use the property for the expansion of their campus, 
requesting that they give the Town financial assistance in movingthe house. The School

Board agreed, in concept. to give the Town $8,000 toward the move. That money would
come from the cost of demolition $4,000 and the $4,000that the School Boardowed
the Town for the lasthouse. It had not been voted on or approved by the School Board yet, 

but that they felt they had reached a consensus and it would appear on their agenda for
September 23,1998. Chair Blehar asked for anyother comments from staff. Mae Siders stated
that she worked for the School Board and wanted to know if there was
a conflict of interest for her. Mayor Wagner statedno, as she didnot stand to realize

personal gain, as determined by the Town Attorney. MOTION: Cindv Lindskoog made the motion thatthe

Board designate 412 Evergreen Drive, Lake Park, Florida asa historic
landmark. ChairBlehar asked fora second. The motion was seconded by
Mike Scheihing. Chair Blehar asked for discussion by the Board. Mr. 

Blakley stated he wasn't present at the last meeting and missed alittle bit of
the administrative procedure used to determine the historic designation. The information that he received stated
that owner issue is part of the process. Mr. Thatcher advised that it was
an option but could be either one. 1 )The Staff or Town could take the initiative

or (2) the owner couldtake the initiative. Mr. Blakley questioned going throughthe steps. Mr. Thatcher advised
that to clarify, steps one and two were options. Ms. Leary said that
steps three through seven must be taken no matter who initiated the process. Chair Blehar advised
that the Board was in the midst of that process. Ms. Leary said that the
owner had been notified. Mr. Blakley stated that it did not say owner notified. it said
owner initiative, which to him meant that the owner initiated the process. Mrs. Lindskoog stated or Staff. 
It had to be one or the other. Chair Blehar asked if Staff clarified that it could
be one or two. Mr. Thatcher advised that it was according to the ordinance that was
adopted by the town. Ms. Leary



4 further advised that the owner was notified of the hearing. If they had any objection
they would have been at the meeting. Mr. Blakley was concerned that correct procedure

was followed. Ms. Leary and Mr. Thatcher advised that it was being followed according

t the ordinance. Mr. Thatcher stated that the wording needed to be corrected to reflect
that one and two were alternatives. Chair Blehar stated that his experience had been that
since the mid 60's. when questions came up concerning historic properties, often the
owner was opposed to historic designation and that did not make it illegal to declare the
property historic. Chair Blehar asked for any other questions from Staff. There were

none. Mr. Blehar asked for public comments or questions. Mayor Wagner advised that
the building could be purchased by a commercial operator for a location somewhere in
our commercial district. The Town would want to maintain the facade and the exterior as authentic

as possibleto be consistent with plans for the downtown. That; needsof a commercial

establishment were very different from the needs of a residence. Mayor Wagner
asked if it would restrict the utilizationof this building by giving it a historical designation, 
making it very difficult to do the internal remodeling that needed to be done. He
also asked if there were any limitations in the ordinance that would inhibit the owner from

making those changes to operateit as a commercial establishment? Ms. Leary replied "
no." the ordinance only dealt with facade and exterior. There were instancest.1'.
2.' would require a lotof inputor significance on the interior (Town Hall). But interior

was nota subject of this designation. The Mayor asked if the ordinance dealt with the
inte; or at all. Ms. Leary said no. Mr. Thatcher said the exterior would need the
certificate of appropriateness which would consider all facetsof the redevelopment, the fact
that the building was being saved and not demolished. Chair Blehar asked for
any other comments from the public. There

were

none. VOTE: All
those in favor of the designation of 412 Evergreen Dr. as a historic designation signify by saving
ave. All opposed, none. 

Motion passed unanimously. C. Designation of Lake Park Elementary Schoolas
a historic property. Chair Blehar askedif the Staff

cared to add any comments or bring the Board up to date regarding Lake
Park Elementary School. MOTION: Mr. Blaklev made the motion to designate Lake Park Elementary Schoola historic property. Mr. 
Scheihing seconded the motion. Chair Blehar asked for discussion. Mrs. Lindskoog said she hoped that
this action did what the Board intended it todo and thatit would hold
some kind of credence with the School Board. Mayor Wagner said that it should, based on the

meeting the other night, cause them to take a good hard look at preserving the main building interior materials. 
There wasa sentimenton the School Board, and there was more than
a majority there, so there wasa consensus to try to preserve as
much of it as they could. They said they had done it before, with Northwood and

Northgrade

Elementary. and some of the other schools. Mrs. Lindskoog stated that her concern with our previous
dealings with the School Board was what recourse the town would have if one
day they just backed down. 



5Mayor Wagner said none really, butmaybe next year things would be such that the

Legislature acts in the direction they expected it to, but that could not be predicted. Thcities, 

municipalities and counties would have much more influence on what happeneato

schools within their boundaries. The Florida League of Cities had made that one of their

legislative priorities. Ms. Leary advised case law on historic preservation, in this case

especially, would give the town injunctive relief which could stop them from demolishing

the building. Mr. Blakley voiced a concern. He said there was an election coming up. 

The school had been on TV recently as being more than 100% over capacity. Mayor Wagner

and Ms. Leary advised the figurewas 182%. Mr. Blakleysaid hewouldn' t want the School

Boardto view the town as obstreperous and have that used against all ofthem, particularly the

current administration, as standingin the wayof progress. So he thought that it

needed to be reported to the press, in the manor in whichit was intended, rather than be construed

as somehow standing in the way of progress. Mr. Thatcher said apress release could be

done. Mayor Wagner agreed and further advised that a plaque could be done with

the historic designation. Ms. Leary agreed. Mayor Wagner advised that it would bea

way to get the press to come out. Ms. Leary said that the School Board was in the process of

construction of the other building. Theoretically the town could stop that and sayit
was a designated property and they must obtain a certificateof appropriateness. But the town was not

talking aboutdoing that. That to construe the town as stopping progress was ridiculous. 

What the town was trying to preserve the originalpart of this building. That knocking

the building down would not eliminate their overcrowding problem. Mr. Thatcher said it was

still agood idea and an important thing that the Town was doing for all

three buildings and the press release of that action, including the school, wasa good idea. 

Mayor Wagner advised trying to get national designation for the school. Ms. Leary advised that

two of the buildings were eligible, the house and the 918 building. She explained

that the School Board had been advised that this meeting was going to take place

to attempt to obtain historicaldesignation for the school property. Mike Scheihing advised applying for

national designation for the 918 building, and the Evergreen house along

with the school building. Mr. Thatcher agreed, along with Ms. Leary. Chair Blehar asked
for further comments from the Board. Mr. Blakley asked if the School Board

had said that they were going to knock down part of the existing school. Mayor Wagner responded

no, they are said that they were going toknock down the whole thing, except

for the new building. That was the recommendation of their engineer, after he toured the site, 

and was stated again last Wednesday. Mr. Blakley said that was probably a recommendation from

a structural standpoint. Mayor Wagner advisedrecommendations had been made before regarding other

schools and that it was more expensive, but itwas
possible to go in and strip out the structure and rehabilitate the building without disturbing the facade. Mr. Blakley

advised that the School Board wasat the June or July meeting (

P & Z) and that thecommission approved what they were doing now, as far as construction went. He

thought that if the School Board was going todo something like tearing the place down. 

they would have to go through proper channels. The Mayor stated "no". Under current law, the

School Board is exempt from municipal and county regulation. That was modified by the

last



6 Legislature and they hoped to getit modifiedeven further. Ms. Leary said that the

ordinance could be enforced by an injunction. Mrs. Lindskoog advisedthat the School Board

was at the meeting and that they had stated that they were there strictly out of courtesy. 

Mr. Blakley stated that the other thing on record was that the School Board was

going to get someone in June, or a couple of weeks after, to do a study on what they wanted
to do there. They did say that they were going to work with our Staff on that. Mayor

Wagner advised that the School Board designated $249.000to do a Needs Assessment

at the school and that includeda structural analysis andso forth. The differences in

dealing with staff and elected officials was; that staff made recommendations and

elected officials, if they all agree, gave direction tostaff as to what they will do. 

The studies would then fall into place. One of the problems the.town had overthelast several

years in communicating with them was working with staff and then going toa School

Board Meeting or speaking witha School Board member and being told that they did
not know what the town was talking about. They had no knowledge that any negotiations were going

onso the town decided to go at it the other way. The town is stili maintaining the staff

communicationbut is now communicating with the School Board Members and have

found that this procedurebrings quicker results.. Mr. Thatcher gave an illustration of the

cooperation given by the School Board. Mr. Blakley said that they had already done some

of the work on that site plan that had been shown to the Board that night and he

had gone down a night or two later and the work was already done. Mr. Blehar asked for
any other comments. Mr. Baumer. said that the map attached next to the photograph
showed what was knownas the old gymnasium also blackened in, but the application

had no reference tothe gymnasium, which was very old and hada very ornate

and almost as nice ceiling as the Commission Chambers. He asked if the town was also

trying to incorporate that building as partof this designation? Ms. Leary advised that the Historic

Boards' job was to approve. amend or deny the informationpresented to them. Mr. Thatcher

stated that the text, after the page with the map on it, the narrative description of

site, A. the last couple of sentences; A historic one story outbuilding, featuring stuccoed exterior walls, etc. 

situatedin the northwest. Mr. Baumer stated that he thought the description

should be more specific and suggested that an amendment to the motion be made. 

AMENDMENT TO MOTION: Mr. Blaklev amended his

motion to include the existinezymnasium. Chair Blehar stated that the

motion had been amended by Mr. Blaklev and seconded by Mr. Scheihing. Chair

Blehar called for a vote. There was no opposition. The motion passed unanimously. Chair Blehar

stated that the amendment was now part of the original motion and should make

it clear that the Board meant both buildings. Chair Blehar asked for

comments from the Public regarding Lake Park Elementary School. There were none. Mr. Scheihing stated that

a correction should be made to the location of the school on the

street review. That the map showed the school location between Date Palm and
Evergreen and not Evergreen and Foresteria. Chair Blehar advised that it was changed on one form

but

was missed on this form. Chair Blehar asked Staff to make those



7 corrections. Ms. Leary and Mr. Thatcher
agreed. VOTE: Chair Blehar took a vote on theHistoric Designation of

the property. Therewas no opposition. The motion passed unanimously. 

Will Wagner of 1600 Flagler Blvd. stated that he was not clear as to the 101

structures, what the schedule was to designate the balance of the structures. There was

construction, and he knew Staff was aware, on a historic building on Lakeshore Drive

that was the former Dupont House. The house had a wine cellar and was one of the very

few buildings like it anywhere in Palm Beach County, or the Town of Lake Park. The

gentleman that bought it is very anxious to restore it and has already done some very nice

things in terms of remodeling it. Mr. Wagner said that if the Town was going to pick

significant houses for historic preservation, the house on Evergreen was the low end of the

spectrum, whereas the Dupont house was probably one of thevery few that in the north

county that certainly deserved some designation. Mr. Wagner said that it was one worth

investigating and determining what the priority would be. Chair Blehar said that in

the first meeting of the Board procedure was explained but he wasn'taware of any priority

of designation being set. Mr. Wagner advised that there was on-going construction
on the property at the present time, and that things might be lost. Ms. Leary advised
that the process was just being developed and everyone wasnew to it. Staff felt that these

two buildings were under threat. She said that she thought the Chuck Watkins building was

a good place to startbecause it was already under renovation, and because he was

so willing, thought thatwouldbea good place to start. Mr. Knox owns the house on Lake Shore Drive

and she had watched with great interest what he was doing. He put a new barrel tile roof

on the house and painted it. He replaced the windows with wood casement. Ms. Leary said

that shewould bring Lake Shore Drive up next time. She said she chose the Evergreen property

because the bulldozer wason the way. Chair Blehar asked if everyonereceived the 101

addresses in themail. The members of the Board could, if they knew of houses that

they had a particular fondness for or particular appreciation for, could initiate properties for Staff
to consider the appropriateness of. Then Staff would know which properties might

be next in line. Mrs. Siders advised Dale Dougherty was working onabicycle tour

of these 101 buildings and that the Board members would be invited to attend. Mr. 

Thatcher advised that the thick resource book containing all of the individual building description

pages and maps for each ofthe 101 houses/ buildings was available. Mr. Thatcher considered

making copiesof the book, but the cost was prohibitive. We could

have a couple made and they could be circulated amongst the Board for review. He

felt that of the 101 properties there were probably 25 that were top notch. Recommendations are based on

the Architectural Historian lookingat the structure; the windows that have been
changed or not changed, the additions, and allof those factors. Had the building been

changed beyond recognition, beyond historical significance. and what would be involved in returning

the building to it's original state. The Architectural Historian would makea judgement as

to whatit was worth inthe building. Chair Blehar said that it would be

up to two main bodies. the Historic Board and Staff to determine. He did not think

that there was anything to prevent either from



8 making the initial presentation. Mr. Blakley stated that he thought that the Harry
Kelsey house should be done first, also the Knox house, Dr. Crapes and 4th and Date

Palm. Mrs. Lindskoog said that she understood that some kindof notification was going to

be given to the owners of allof those homes. Ms. Leary advised that notification had

been done and further advised that her secretary had sent a letter to eachof the
addresses, making sure the correct owners received it. The letter welcomed the owners to come

in and ask questions, tosit through the meetings and to go through the process, 
advising them that Staff would assist them. Chair Blehar then asked for any other

comments from the Board or the Public. Aresident stated that he would like to back upJeff'

s suggestion about the Kelsey house and the other three or four on the comer there, 

because they would gain greater importance as a resultof being in a little group. They were

not significant buildings like the Town Hall, but because they create a smalls
neighborhood, they hada special importance and were also under a certain amountof pressure / 

threat because they were prime commercial locations. He said that he would like to see the
City Architect or the City do something to help the individual owners address their modern

needs, while accommodating whatever would be appropriate as a historic building. In
other words a dentist office, restaurant, or whateverit may be, certainly can and all over the

world. are put into historic buildings. How the Town did it would make it successfulor

unsuccessful. The building could still be preserved and the ambianceof the space could
be destroyed by inappropriate parkingor whatever. That was somethingI would like to

see the design segment address. Chair Blehar advised that as Staff said earlier, the Town
was in the process of developing historic guidelines and thought thatit would just take

some time. Chair Blehar askedif there were any other matters regarding the Historic Board. 

Ms. Leary stated that the Town Clerk had prepared a draft of the resolution and

the resolution needed tobe recorded in the property records as well as sent to several

different agencies. Mr. Thatcher askedif each property would require a separate resolution. 

Ms. Leary stated ' yes." The resolution that she had was just a sample for the
918 building. She further asked if Chair Blehar could come in to Town Hall during the

week and signthe resolutions once the preparation was completed. Chair Blehar asked if
there was anyother business regarding the Historic Preservation Board. There was none

and Chair Blehar asked foramotion to adjourn. MOTION: Mr. Blaklev
made the motion to adjourn. The motion was seconded byMrs. 

Lindskooe. A vote was taken and the motion passed unanimouslv. Meeting was
adjourned. 
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