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ARK, AND THE CITY OF RIVIERA BEACH CREATING A 
IOSCIENCE LAND PROTECTION ADVISORY BOARD AND 
ROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF LOCAL COMPREHENSIVE 
LAN AMENDMENTS TO ESTABLISH AND PROTECT BIOSCIENCE 
ESEARCH PROTECTION OVERLAYS 

 
 

This lnter1ocal Agreement is made the  day of  M_AR......1;._4._ _  • 2006, between 

Palm Beach County, a political subdivision of the State of Florida ("County"), and the 

City of Palm Beach Gardens, the City of Riviera Beach, the Town of Mangonia Park, 

the Town of Lake Park, and the Town of Jupiter, Florida municipal corporations 

("Cities"), collectively referred to as "the Parties", each one constituting a public agency 

as defined in Part Iof Chapter 163, Florida Statutes. 

WHEREAS, Section 163.01, Florida Statutes, known as the "Florida lnter1ocal 

Cooperation Act of 1969" authorizes local governments to make the most efficient use 

of their powers by enabling them to cooperate with other localities on a basis of mutual 

advantage and thereby to provide services and facilities that will harmonize geographic, 

economic, population, and other factors influencing the needs and development of local 

communities; and 

WHEREAS, Part I of Chapter 163, Florida Statutes, permits public agencies, as 

defined therein, to enter into interlocal agreements with each other to jointly exercise 

any power, privilege, or authority which such agencies share in common and which 

each might exercise separately; and 
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WHEREAS, the Cities and County recognize that the relocation of The Scripps 

Research lnstitute's ("TSRI") operations onto Florida Atlantic University's John D. 

McArthur Campus ("FAU Jupiter Campus") and a portion of the Briger Parcel in Palm 

Beach Gardens ("Briger") will further the vision of the Governor and the State of Florida 

to create an economic development cluster to support TSRI: and 

WHEREAS, the Cities and County recognize that the creation of an economic 

development cluster to support TSRI will ensure a diversified economy and provide 

high-wage employment within Palm Beach County, the Treasure Coast Region, and the 

State: and 

WHEREAS, the Palm Beach County Board of County Commissioners elected to 

enter into negotiations with TSRI for the relocation of its operations to the FAU Jupiter 

Campus and to Briger in reliance on the Cities' commitment to support an economic 

development cluster in support of TSRI; and 

WHEREAS, to fulfill this commitment, the Cities and County have agreed to form 

an Advisory Board; and 

WHEREAS, to fulfill this commitment, the Cities have each agreed to initiate and 

consider amendments to their respective Comprehensive Plans that establish a 

Bioscience Research Protection Overlay ("Overlay"), and that provide a super majority 

vote requirement to protect land identified in the Overlay. 

NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual representations, terms, and 

covenants hereinafter set forth, the parties hereby agree as follows: 

SECTION 1. The foregoing recitals are true and correct and are hereby incorporated 

herein by reference. 
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SECTION 2. Bioscience Land Protection Advisory Board. 
 

A. A Bioscience Land Protection Advisory Board is hereby established. The 

purpose of the Board shall be to protect those lands which each of the Cities has 

identified as being subject to a bioscience research area protection overlay. 
 

B. The Board shall consist of seven (7) members with the Governor of the 

State of Florida; Palm Beach County; the Towns of Jupiter, Lake Park, and Mangonia 

Park; and the Cities of Palm Beach Gardens and Riviera Beach each appointing one (1) 

regular member and one (1) alternate member. Each appointment shall follow the 

same formal procedure the appointing entity uses for board or commission 

appointments. 

C. A quorum of the Board shall be necessary for it to conduct any business 

and shall consist of four (4) members present and voting. The majority vote of those 

present and voting shall be required to pass a motion. Each regular member shall have 

one vote. An alternate member shall sit on behalf of the appointing entity and have a 

vote only when the regular member of such entity is absent. 

D. Authority of Board. 
 

The Board shall have the authority to: 
 

1. Analyze and make recommendations regarding:(a) applications to 

rezone land or amend the future land use map designation for land; and 

(b) Proposed amendments to the land development regulations that 

directly affect bioscience research uses on property within the Overlay. 

No such application to rezone, amend the future land use map, or amend 

the land development regulations pertaining to said property shall be 
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considered unless the Board shall have conducted a public meeting on the 

application and rendered a recommendation to the applicable governing 

body; provided, however, in the event the Board fails to render a 

recommendation within sixty (60) days after the staff of the applicable 

governing body in which the land proposed for approval is located 

determines that such application or request is complete for purposes of 

review by the Board, the affected governing body may proceed to consider 

and make a determination upon the application or request without 

receiving a recommendation from the Board. 

2. Plan for, and address the availability of, developed and 

undeveloped land for bioscientific training/education, research, and related 

uses and users. 

3. Assist in coordinating, integrating, and streamlining administrative 

and regulatory procedures at the municipal, county, regional, and state 

levels for bioscience research uses. 

4. Consider and/or propose policy initiatives and legislative or 

regulatory efforts to encourage and sustain the development of biomedical 

research uses in the Overlay. 

5. Set fees and charges as determined to be necessary for direct 

costs and expenses incurred by the Board in reviewing development 

applications. 
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SECTION 3. Comprehensive Plan Amendments. 
 

The Parties recognize that it  may be necessary for the Cities to amend their 

respective Comprehensive  Plans to achieve the goals of this  lnterlocal Agreement. 

Each City agrees to direct its respective staff to initiate plan amendments, no later than 

its next regular round of comprehensive plan amendments, as may be necessary to 

establish and protect a Bioscience Research Protection Overlay within its jurisdiction. 

These proposed amendments shall include, at a minimum, amendments to the Future 

Land Use Element and the Intergovernmental Coordination Element which provide for: 

A. The creation of a Bioscience Research Protection Overlay which: 
 

1. Maps the properties subject to the Overlay. 
 

2. Identifies permitted uses within the Overlay. 
 

3. Identifies prohibited uses within the Overlay. 
 

4. Contains  policies  protecting  lands  subject  to  the  overlay  from 

residential or commercial development 

5. Contains policies providing mechanisms to coordinate planning 

between local governments and ensure intergovernmental cooperation in 

the development and implementation of the Overlay 

B. A requirement for a super majority vote of the governing body to approve 

conversion of land uses on property within the Bioscience Research Protection Overlay. 



6  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SECTION 4. Financial Obligations. 
 

A. Each city will provide technical support necessary to allow the Board to fully 

review and make recommendations regarding projects in their respective jurisdictions 

and will provide other technical and logistical support to the extent determined 

appropriate by each city. 

B. County will provide technical support and logistical support to the Board to the 

extent determined appropriate by the County. 

C. If agreed to by the Parties in writing and subject to the appropriation by each 

party, the Parties may agree to fund the operation of the Board, in whole or in part, 

through annual appropriations, in amounts determined by the Board and agreed to by 

each Party. 

SECTION 5.  General Terms and Conditions. 
 

A. This Agreement shall continue through March 14, 2016, but may be 

extended by written agreement of the parties. 

B. Any party may withdraw from this Agreement upon 365 days' written 

notice to the other parties, thereby relieving the withdrawing party of all obligations and 

benefits arising out of this Agreement. 

C. This Agreement shall be construed by and governed by the laws of the 

State of Florida. Venue shall be in circuit court for Palm Beach County, and each party 

shall bear its own fees and costs. 

D. The captions and section designations set forth herein are for 

convenience only and shall have no substantive meaning. 
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E. In the event that any section, paragraph, sentence, clause, or provision of 

this Agreement is held by a court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, such shall not 

affect the remaining portions of this Agreement and the same shall remain in full force 

and effect. 

F. This Agreement represents the entire understanding between the parties, 

and supersedes all other negotiations, representations, or agreement, written or oral, 

relating to this Agreement. 

G. This Agreement may be modified and amended only by written instrument 

executed by the parties hereto. 

H. None of the parties shall be considered the author of this Agreement since 

the parties have participated in extensive negotiations and drafting and redrafting of this 

document to arrive at a final Agreement. Thus, the terms of this Agreement shall not be 

strictly construed against one party as opposed to another party based upon who 

drafted it. 

I.       A copy of this Agreement shall be filed with the Clerk of the Circuit Court 
 

in and for Palm Beach County pursuant to Section 163.01(11),Florida Statutes. 
 

J. This document can be signed in counterparts. 

 

K. All notices given under this Agreement shall be deemed sufficient to each 

party when delivered by United States Mail, personal delivery or a nationally-recognized 

overnight delivery service to the following: 



 

 


