Lake Use Survey: Wake Surfing Comments

In Favor of Wake Surfing:
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Safer:

Surfing wakes are created at a slower speed and thus create no more impacton the shoreline
than fastertraveling craft. Surfers stay directly behind the boat - which is saferfor themand all
otherboat traffic.
Wake surfingis saferand lessimpactful on environment than water skiing, tubing, wake
boarding, and tour boats. You should be attacking those activities before attacking wake surfing.
First, waterskiingand tubingare done at speeds of 20-30 mph. Additionally, the rideris more
than 50 feet behind the boat. Moreover, they are usually outside of the boats footprint which
creates even more danger. The boat usually needs to swerve side to side to make the ride
better. Finally,the rideris usually attached to the board, so when theyfall, they could break a
legor foot. In contrast, wake surfingis done at only 10 mph. The rideris usually only 10to 15
feetbehindthe boat which has a propellerwell under the boat forsafety. Additionally, they do
not go beyond the footprint of the boat. The rider is also not strapped to the board, so when
theyfall they won'tbreak theirfootor leg.
| do not believe one lake activity should take precedence over the other. If someone wants to
seek smooth, undisturbed waters for fishing, kayaking, etc. then they canfind thatinthe early
morning every day. Moreover, wake surfingis performed atlow speeds (10 mph) and the wakes
produced are extremely similar to wake boarding; one could argue that due to the lower speeds,
it may be a saferactivity to participate in on busy days.

Too Many Regulations:
There are enough regulationsin place.
Do NOT attempt to make Lake Lure a pontoon-only lake.
We have enoughrules now. Notany more are needed.
Let themsurfunlessitcreatesa significant problem. Keep the regulations minimal. We don't
need a bunch of bigrulesin Lake Lure.
Too many regulations already! Enough! Whereas, we do not participate in wake boarding or
wake skiing, itshould not be regulated.

Unfair to Ban/Heavily Restrict:
If you cancel wake surf boats because of waves, then you have to cancel the Town tour boats
that create as big of wakes.
You charge a lotof money forthe "privilege" of using this small lake. Lake Jamesis callingus or
Lake Bowen - much cheaper, bigger, and less restrictions.
| own a wake boatthat | bought specifically for Lake Lure, as my motherhas a house on the lake.
My kids enjoy surfing over wake boarding given the slower speed. Hopefully, they will be able to
continue havingfun.
Too heavily restricting wake-surfing will drive young people away from the lake, and further
study is warranted to understand the actual impact of wake-surfing before the activity is
restricted orbanned. Wake-surfingis afamily friendly activity forall ages. There are few injuries
and it'seasyto learnand enjoy. Foryounger people interested in water sports, wake -surfing is
and will be what draws themto the lake. Too heavily restricting wake -surfing (or worse, banning
it outright) will without doubt make the lake aless desirable destination foryoung people. And,
there'snodirectindication that heavily restricting will solve erosion issues. Wake -surfing is not
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happening consistently throughout the week, instead primarily on weekends. How many boats
perday engage in wake-surfing? For every time someone goes by wake-surfing, atourdrives by
dozensif nothundreds of times. Does one wake-surfing boat have more impact than a tour boat
driving by a dozen times with thousands of people? More than many normal boats driving by?
Furtherstudy mightalso show that furtherrestrictions on tourboat activity are needed, for
example, to prevent operation at the speeds where they cause massiverolling waves.
No new restrictions are necessary and certainlynot for lake property owners. | own 2 homeson
the water.
Possible answerto#1 is"A" but seemstoo restrictive.
We wake surf using Lake Lure Adventure Company - they pull grandkids. Any restrictions on
wake surfing need to be reasonable and this should not be the start downto more and more
restrictions.
| purchased our lake house and boat afterreviewingall the rules and what was
allowed/permitted. | don't thinkit's right to ban wake surfing, especially for reasons being listed.
Itisunfairto people like myself who just purchased a $100,000 boat with the understanding of
whatwas allowed/permitted.
| feel more education needs to be looked at priorto jumpingtoa conclusion. | do not recall
receivingasurvey priortothe town allowing 110 more boats at the marina. All the additional
boat trafficlimits the safe operation of tubing, water skiing, and wake boarding. Wake surfingis
done at a slow speed (9 mph) and does not require 30 - 40'wake room behind the boat that
otherwatersports require.lamin great hopes that a compromise can be made in this big
decision.
Lake Lure is a gem. Lake Lure isa giftto all who are blessed to boatits waters. We see no reason
why there should be any restrictions with wake surfing.
If you want Lake Lure to be likeitisup North, theny'all need to move back up North. We love
Lake Lure the way itis. Quittryingto change everything.

Comparable to Other Activities
Wake surfingis much less of an issue than tubing.
We don't see a major difference in the waves of various water sports by the time they reach the
shore.
| think people should be able to enjoy the lake the way they wantas longas itis safe and
respectful to otherboaters.
Thisa recreation lake, letthere be recreation.
We have observed that the boat pulling awake surferis going slowerthan a wake boarder. We
have enjoyed the skills and athleticism that a wake surfer possesses.
Have not noticed any additional wake from wake surfing. The wind causes more problems with

enormous waves than anythingelse. It seems addingall the berths at the marinamay have
potential for harm by adding to additional trafficon the lake.

Wake surfingis much less disruptive than skiing, wake boarding, and tubing asitis much slower
and does notrequire navigation around tubers, skiers, and wake boarders from a safety aspect,
giventheriderisclosetothe boat. To limitthis 1 activity makesabsolutely nosense, giventhe
minimal noise, and footprint while not putting restrictions on other watersports. Thereisno
reason to limittime/areas forany of our motorized sports.

Enjoyment:
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My 14-year-old son asked if he could learn how to wake surf thissummerand | look forward to
teaching him.

We bought our boat specifically for wake surfing4years ago and live onthe lake.

Please, acknowledge those already on the lake with lake-surfing capability. In some way, this
should be grandfathered.

I've wake surfed since 1963. It's the ballast boats that are the issue.

Please, supportall people's rights to use the lake to have fun - wake surfing, too. | truly feel if

you pass thisit's justa matter of time before you move on tothe nextrestriction.

| only wake boarded twice last yearand only wake surfed once, but | should be able towhen|
want, as should my 3 teenage daughters.

My children and I myself only want to wake surf. Additionally, | just purchased my permit. This
discussion should have happened months ago.

Have owned property since 2013 and owned boat since 2008. My family enjoys wake surfing
and wake boarding. Thatiswhy we are livingon the lake. | don't want to be told | can no longer
enjoy these activities. The Lake Lure Tour boats are largerand heavierthan wake boats, give off
larger wakes, and are on the lake 9 months a year. If we are talkingabout banning boats, | want
those onthe list, also.

In Favor of Allowing Wake Surfing with Restrictions:
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My biggest concernisthe large wake produced by the boat that causesterrible issues with sea
walls. If restricted to some distance from shoreline, itis acceptable.

Limit non-resident boats. Require boat driving course for anyone driving/renting boats.

Should consideronly allowing wake surfing fora limited number of operators and regulate
areas/times.

Wake boardingis safe as longas riders have appropriate PFD. It should be limited toan area.
We are fine with wake surfing, butdo know it creates a lot of waves. Ifit's causing erosion, then
we supportrestrictions.

Wake surfing should not be a problem by regulating times/locations.

Smalllake. | recommend lake surfing early morning hours.

If limited to lakefrontresidents, notaconcern. Overall volume of boats on the lake is more of a
concern.

| do supportlimiting hours to early a.m. and late afternoons for towing and skiing.

If not banned, | would support specifictime limits.

Settimesandareas.

If this is allowed, it should only be done outin the middle to allow the waves to dissipate before
they hitthe shoreline!

| have mixed emotions about this butfeel havingarestricted areain the middle of the lake at
designatedtimes might be afaircompromise.
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Lake Too Small:

Seems very unsafe forboaters on small lake.

It seems to me that our lake is far too small to allow this activity. Italready is very rough when
there are skiers and wake boarding. This will only make itrougher.

Lake not bigenough for wake surfing, justlike jet skis.

Our lake isa bit tight for wake surfing. Itis ripe foran accidentfroma sudden stop

Lake is not wide enough orbigenough forthat. Too disruptive forleisurely boating.

The lake is too small and crowded at times to allow wake surfing.

Lake is very small and dangerously overcrowded in summer.

Lake is too small for wake boats. Presents dangers to smallervessels.

Our lake istoo small forthese activities - if allowed, it should only be in certain areas.

. Lake Lure is too small for wake surfing. Wakes are too big.

. Lakeis not large enough for boats that generate large wakes - whose wakes create erosion.
. Lake is too small for wake surfing. We have seeniton much largerlakes.

. Lake is not large enough for wake surfing

Lake Lure is too small for wake surfing - destroys shoreline, huge waves, etc.

. I don't feel Lake Lureis a large enough lake for wake surfing. Too much shoreline damage.
. If Lake Lure were larger, lwould not have an issue with wake surfing. Safety is my major concern

to surferand boats.
In my opinion, the lake is not bigenough to supportthis activity and still be safe forleisure
boats.
Lake is too small, very destructive to seawalls and has torn a support that a boat was tied to, has
cavedin a boathouse door.
Lakeisn't bigenough forthe big wake that the slow boat makes.
The lake gets too crowded on holidays especially for this type of highimpact sporton such a
small lake.
Lake Lure is too small of a lake permit wake surfing, which produces massive waves that damage
seawallsand moored boats. About time somethingis done aboutit.
Thisis a relatively small lake. With slip expansion in Washburn Marina and more kayaks/canoes,
the overall increase in lake trafficplaces an even greater emphasis on minimizing wakes to the
extent possible.
No wake boarding boats should be allowed on Lake Lure. Too small of a lake for boats that
create such waves.
Many more boats and they don'tseemto know lake rules. Boats have gotten bigger with bigger
motors, too. Wake surfing makesitimpossible to pull skiers and tubers safely. Channels are not
wide enough forthis. Thank you for addressing thisissue.

Too Much Wake Created:

Too much wake on the lake

Wake surfing creates tremendous waves that endanger people, rocks, and boats at marinas

At times, itis difficultto enjoy lake due to beingtossed around by waves of boats pulling tubes.
Nearly been thrown overboard many times.

Minimize wakes; definitely don't have activity thatamplifies them

| don't wantto stop someone from enjoying the lake, but as a kayaker, I'd like to not have to
deal with boaters creating big wakes that would prevent me from enjoying my activity.
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| paddle board on biglakes with wake surfing. Itis loud and most of the time, sends me
swimming. Lake Lureisjusttoo small a lake.

Wake surfing needs to stop. The size of the waves has grown tremendously overthe last couple
of years. Wake surfingand tour boats. Slow tour boats down.

The waves created by wake surfingjust pummel any boat just drifting or fishing.

As much funas itlooks, the sport furtherencourages large wakes. Lake Lure is too small for this
level of activity.

Wake surfing negatively impacts all the above listed activities due to large wake createdina
narrow lake.

Wake surfing boats move slowly, obstructing othertraffic. The powerful wakes disrupt
kayaks/canoes and shorelines. Lake Lure istoo narrow for the wave to dissipate adequately.
We have seenahuge increase in boat activity the last 2 years - difficult to kayak at times with
wake.

Too much wake on lake now

We feel this will cause more waves.

Always get swamped with surfing.

Wake boat almost turned our bass boat overat Rumbling Bald Cove.

Boats with big waves affect fishing boats and small boats, paddle boarding, canoeing, kayaking,
and rowing.

| have a 14-ft Jon boat andit can be difficultwhen there is alot of wake.

| like to paddle board early in the morning and almost always lose my balance due to the wake
the wake boarding boats create - no fun.

The wake in Lake Lure is already too much on weekends. | think limiting motor boatsin general
isa good next step.

| believe that wake surfing would create too much wake and therefore make it unsafe for paddle
boating/canoeing/kayaking.

Many othervessels onthe lake are impacted by the larger waves, makingit more difficult.
While kayaking, these waves threatento turnyou over. Evenin the pontoon boat, the waves
they make are terrible and we always take on water.

The weightsinthe stern of the boat puts the boat so low that the waves are huge.

Boats large enough forthese size wakes will make it difficult to paddle board.

The size and empty weight of the surf boats needs betterreview before being allowed onthe
lake. Even whentheirtanks are not filled and are not being used forsurfing, they are putting out
large wakes.

Lake Lure is fartoo small to accommodate large boat wakes.

Being a kayaker, the less powerboats, the better.

As a kayaker, |l would appreciate no more wake activities.

The people that wake board have no regards to anyone. They always stay close to the wake
areas. They do not stay in the middle of the lake causinglarge waves against boats fishing or
paddle boarding. If they settimerto allow wake boarding, all this type activity should be 9am
to dark and be enforced by police to stay in the middle of lake areathey are using.

| also have to be careful to look for wake boats so I'm not caught intheir wake. They have no
regard for me as | am leisurely boating on this small lake in a kayak. These boats should be on a

largerlake.

Dangerous:
The wakes created by tubing, wake boarding, and wake surfing are dangerous and disturbing.
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The boats that wake surf cause congestion due to slow speed and massive wake. Not good for
high trafficdays.

I think with the amount of skiers and boats circling to pick them up, we don't need surfing.

We believe Lake Lure is too small of a lake to supportlarger, faster boats that increase risks and
decrease overall safety.

Wake board riders have less control of their direction, therefore more dangerous.

Wake surfing would make the lake very dangerous for small watercraft and accelerate erosion.
There istoo much trafficto allow towing sports.

Large wakes can be dangerous to small boatsand swimmers, especiallychildren. Do notallow!

Better boat wake speed awareness. Noise control on loud musicon boats. Just as jet skis were
done away with wake boarding and wake surfing should be prohibited. Too many boats on the
lake with large wakes is dangerous and bad for lakefront properties. It makesit hard to paddle
board and kayak, as well.

Boats designed to create large wake are dangerous to other boats, destructive toshorelines,
and destructive to property.

| alsofindthese people abitreckless and totally self-absorbed.

Causes Damage:
Firmly oppose wake surfingand the damage the large wakes creates.
Wakes damage seawalls.
Wake surfing damages the shorelineand lake bottom. It alsointerferes with the safe operation
of licensed non-motorized watercraftincluding SUP's. It will get worse.
Lake Lure is such a small lake and wake destroys ourshorelines - too much wake and traffic
already onthe lake.
Large wakes will cause shoreline erosion! Large wakes are needed to wake surf, thisisnota
goodidea.
The wakes, especially from ballast boats, are detrimental to the lake and erosion.
Wake surfing damages seawalls, stirs up the water. The lake istoo small. Go to biggerlakesto
do this.
All"wake" activities are similarly disruptive and destructive to the shoreline. Lake's wave
"acoustics" are wrong forthis type of use.
Wake surfing causes shoreline erosion and damage to people's docks, boathouses, and parked
boats.
The large wake can cause damage to seawalls.
Thanks for asking - we just spent over $10,000 due to the much larger wakes now coming from
largerand fully weighted boats. Had to rip rap entire shoreline. 2years ago, we had a 20' beach.
The wake is very destructive to our seawall. We have noticed deterioration due to wake surfing.
| don't think the wake thatis generated by aboat designed for wake surfingis healthy forthe
shoreline orthe properties on the lake.
If you have a friend visiting and has his boat tied to your dock and a wake surfing boat comes by,
your friend's boat might get yanked off/away from the dock.
Boats are going so fast the waves break my seawall. | love and support water sports, but want
participantsto respect the lake and home owners on the lake.
Large waves threaten boatersafety and do greater harm to shorelineand seawalls! Wake

surfingis hazardousto surferwhois not accompanied by boaterand subjectto other boat
traffic. Ourlake is too small and narrow due to boat density
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Our seawall has been destroyed by the constant pounding from wakes....ski/wake boats and the
large tour tri-toons.
The type of wake needed to wake surfis creating damage to lakefront owners'seawalls.
Wake surfingis destructive to shorelines, huge waves, Lake Lure istoo small.
Itisdifficulttosupporta recreational activity that so adversely impacts anyone on the lake,
nearby, and virtually all property, docks, boathouses, seawalls, shoreline, and beaches.
These wake surfing boats create huge waves that damage onshore facilities and shoreline and
disrupt normal traffic. Lake istoo small and narrow for these boats.
2 years ago, | spent $5,000 shoring up my seawall and piers. | feel like alot of the damage was
caused by large wake action.
This needs to stop - causing thousands of dollarsin damage to seawalls.
All wake boats should be banned. They create erosion and unpleasant boating conditions.
| think additional waves willwash my wall away. | already had to ad rock barrier. We live onthe
main channel.
Wakes destroy shoreline!
Boat owners may need to be educated about the hazards of wake surfingto our shoreline.
These waves caused by wake surfing are causing problemsin boathouse and shorelines.
Our property has experienced damage to the seawall, dock pilings, and the pontoon, whichis
not on a boat lift, from the wakes of large surf boats. Most of the wakes are caused by just the
size of the surf boats, regardless of whetherthere is someone surfing or not. The size and
weight of the surf boats is as much of an issue as the actual surf activity.
The wake from "ski boats" causes excessive erosion. The noise pollution distracts from the
beauty of the lake and quality of life. Afatal boataccidentis very likely with the crowded
conditions.
No, carbon-emission powerboat activities must be reduced, notincreased. | realize it's all about
money and culture, but neitherthis small lake nor this small planet can sustainit. The
powerboat usage onthislake is already excessive, hindering wildlifeand environmentally
friendly activities such as paddling, rowing, canoeing, and kayaking. Unpopularthough it may
be, we must start protecting the lake and the rest of the area.

Noisy:
| think the lake needs to maintainits serene atmosphere.
We movedtothislake because it was quiet, nolarge boats, no new jet skis allowed.

100. Usedto be a quiet, peaceful lake. Too much fast annoying boating and surfing.
101. Thisis a smalllake surrounded by mountains which amplifies loud noises. The commission

should do more to protect activities such as fishing, canoeing, and kayaking which have less
impacton the lake.
Miscellaneous:

102. We alsosupport prohibiting wake boarding activities, altogether.
103. The concern would be the speed of the boats and the potential crowd it would draw.



