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WHAT IS 
DUPLEX DESIGN 
STANDARDS

• Duplex design standards are 
intended to encourage an 
aesthetically appealing and safe 
place to live. 

• These standards will help a duplex 
to look like a single-family home.

• Focusing on roof lines and 
architectural style is one way to 
create a Duplex design.



BENEFITS OF 
DUPLEX 
DESIGN 
STANDARDS?

• Duplex sharing a driveway will 

require less curb cuts along the 

street. 

• Duplex sharing parking and 

landscaping will allow for more 

open space.

Duplex design standards will 
ensure a duplex is compatible 
with the community they are in.

Duplex design standards can 
help a duplex blend into a 
single-family zoning district. 
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DESIGN STANDARD and BENIFIT

DESIGN STANDARD BENEFITS

Shared driveway. Less curb cuts.

Shared landscaping. Makes duplex look like one unit.

Shared covered porch or entry way. Makes duplex look like one unit.

Similar porch heights as other building within the neighborhood. Helps ensures building is compatible with neighborhood. 

Windows having similar portions as other building within the 

neighborhood.

Helps ensures building is compatible with neighborhood. 

Similar roof lines as other buildings within the neighborhood. Helps ensures building is compatible with neighborhood. 



EXAMPLES OF DUPLEX DESIGNS

• Duplex on a corner lot.

• Corner lots shall consider both 

street frontages as front yards.



EXAMPLES OF DUPLEX DESIGNS



KEY TAKEAWAYS

• Duplex design standards would allow for a duplex to be built in a single-
family zoning district while ensure the dwellings are compatible with the 
neighborhood. 

• This will allow for more housing by infilling lots that are two small for two 
single family homes but has enough space for a duplex.



QUESTIONS


