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FLK/aj 
11/30/2020 

 
CITY COUNCIL RESOLUTION NO. 2020-140 

 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
LAKE CITY, FLORIDA, AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION 
OF A MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING WITH THE 
INSTITUTE FOR JUSTICE RESEARCH AND 
DEVELOPMENT AT FLORIDA STATE UNIVERSITY  AND 
MERIDIAN BEHAVIORAL HEALTH TO RESEARCH 
METHODS TO REDUCE REPEATED INTERACTIONS 
BETWEEN LAW ENFORCEMENT AND INDIVIDUALS WHO 
HAVE SEVERE MENTAL HEALTH AND SUBSTANCE ABUSE 
DISORDERS AND TO IDENTIFY WAYS TO OPTIMIZE THE 
USE OF CRISIS STABILIZATION UNITS AND POST-
DISCHARGE SUPPORTS.        

 
WHEREAS, the City of Lake City, Florida (hereinafter “City”) by and 

through the Lake City Police Department desires to participate in a multi-
jurisdictional effort to engage in a research study that aims to, (1) identify ways 
to reduce the amount of repeated interactions between individuals who have 
severe mental health and substance abuse disorders and law enforcement, and 
(2) identify ways to optimize the use of crisis stabilization units and post 
discharge supports; and  

 
WHEREAS, the City Council finds it to be in the best interests of the City 

to enter into the Memorandum of Understanding between Lake City Police 
Department and Institute for Justice Research and Development-Florida State 
University and Meridian Behavioral Health (hereinafter the “Agreement”) a copy 
of which is attached hereto, for the aforementioned reasons.    

 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 

CITY OF LAKE CITY, FLORIDA, AS FOLLOWS: 
 
Section 1.  The above recitals are adopted and hereby incorporated by 

reference.   
 
Section 2.  The City Council is hereby authorized to execute and enter 

into the Agreement with the Institute for Justice Research and Development-
Florida State University and Meridian Behavioral Health.   

 
Section 3.  The City Manager and City Attorney are authorized to make 

such reasonable changes and modifications to the Agreement as may be deemed 
necessary to be in the best interest of the City and its citizens.  The Chief of 
Police is authorized and directed to execute and deliver the Agreement in the 
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name and on behalf of the City, with such changes, amendments, modifications, 
omissions, and additions made by the City Manager and City Attorney.  
Execution by the Chief of Police and the Florida Department of Law Enforcement 
shall be deemed to be conclusive evidence of approval of such changes, 
amendments, modifications, omissions, and additions. 

 
Section 4. This resolution shall take effect immediately. 
  
PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council on the ____ day of December 

2020.  
   

 CITY OF LAKE CITY, FLORIDA  
  

 
By: ________________________________ 
      Stephen M. Witt, Mayor  
 
 

ATTEST:  
 
 
By: ______________________________ 
      Audrey E. Sikes, City Clerk  

APPROVED AS TO FORM AND 
LEGALITY:  
 
By: ______________________________ 
      Frederick L. Koberlein, Jr., 
      City Attorney 
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