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ORDINANCE NUMBER 2026-2392

CITY OF LAKE CITY, FLORIDA

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LAKE CITY, FLORIDA; AMENDING
CHAPTER 14, ARTICLE Il OF THE CITY OF LAKE CITY CODE OF
ORDINANCES ENTITLED “ANIMAL CONTROL”; AMENDING SAID
ORDINANCE TO PERMIT CITY CONTRACTS WITH ANY ANIMAL
CONTROL ENTITY OR ORGANIZATION ALLOWED BY STATUTE;
AMENDING DEFINITIONS; DELETING REDUNDANT PROVISIONS;
DELETING LICENSING REQUIREMENTS; MAKING CERTAIN FINDINGS
OF FACT IN SUPPORT OF THE CITY ADOPTING SAID AMENDMENTS;
PROVIDING FOR CODIFICATION AND SCRIVENER’S ERRORS;
PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICTS; AND
PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, the health, safety, and welfare of the City of Lake City (the “City”) is of paramount
concern; and

WHEREAS, to insure the health, safety, and welfare of the City it is necessary for the City to
provide for ordinances concerning animal control which must be amended from time to time;
and

WHEREAS, the most recent comprehensive revision of the City’s animal control ordinance (the
“Ordinance”) was in 2003 by the adoption of Ordinance 2003-984; and

WHEREAS, the present version of the Ordinance does not allow contracts for animal control
services with any statutorily allowable organization or entity; and

WHEREAS, amending the Ordinance to permit the City to contract with any statutorily allowable
organization or entity would allow for the most efficient allocation of City resources; and

WHEREAS, certain other provisions of the Ordinance are archaic or otherwise redundant,
requiring updated provisions consistent with current circumstances; and

WHEREAS, amending the Code in the foregoing form and substance is in the public interest and
in the interests of the City; now, therefore:

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE CITY OF LAKE CITY, FLORIDA:

SECTION 1. AMENDING ANIMAL CONTROL ORDINANCE

Chapter 14, Article Il of the City of Lake City Code of Ordinances is hereby amended as
follows:
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City of Lake City, Florida
Ordinance 2026-2392

ARTICLE Il. ANIMAL CONTROL

Sec. 14-31. Title of article.

This article shall be referred to and cited as the "Lake City Animal Control
Article."

Sec. 14-32. Purpose.

The purpose and intent of this article is to protect the comfort, health, safety,
and welfare of the citizens and inhabitants of the city by regulating,
controlling, protecting, restricting and preventing certain animals from being
kept within the city, and providing for the behavior of animals within the city
to prevent such animals from creating or causing public nuisances or
endangering the safety of its citizens. The keeping of dogs, cats, potbellied
pigs and other animals within the city by any person, in many instances, is
detrimental to the healthful and comfortable life for persons residing within
the city. The city hereby declares that without providing for the regulation
and control of such animals as provided for in this article, the keeping of such
animals within the city can create a public nuisance and be detrimental to the
health, welfare and safety of the citizens of the city.

Sec. 14-33. Scope.

This article shall apply to and be enforced within the entire boundaries of the
city presently existing, together with any additional areas subsequently
annexed into the city.

Sec. 14-34. Definitions.
As used in this article, the following terms shall be defined to mean:

Animal shall mean any living dumb creature, domestic or wild, including dogs,
cats, Vietnamese potbellied pigs, livestock and poultry.

Animal control officer shall mean any individual or individuals employed by,
contracted with, or appointed by the city manager, or by an entity or
organization contracted with the city, as the case may be, for the purpose of
aiding in the enforcement of this article, whose duties include and who shall
be authorized to investigate on public or private property violations of this
article and to issue citations for any such violations. The animal control officer
shall not be required to investigate an anonymous complaint. An animal
control officer is not authorized to bear arms or make arrests. An animal
control officer, prior to writing citations, shall have successfully completed a
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40-hour minimum standards training course. Such course shall include, but is
not limited to, training for animal cruelty investigations, search and seizure,
animal handling, courtroom demeanor, and civil citations. The course
curriculum must be approved by the Florida Animal Control Association. An
animal control officer who successfully completes such course shall be issued
a certificate indicating he or she has received a passing grade.

Animal shelter shall mean any premises or facility established by the city or
designated by the city manager for the purposes of impounding and caring
for all animals taken into custody for violation of, or pursuant to, this article;

At-large shall mean:

(1) That an animal, other than a cat, is off the property of its owner,
unless restrained by leash, tether, or other physical control device
not to exceed ten feet in length and under the physical control of a
responsible person;

(2) That the animal has entered upon the property of another person
without authorization or permission of that person; or

(3) Thatthe animal has entered onto public property, street, or right-of-
way while not properly restrained as in subsection (1).

Board or enforcement board shall mean the City of Lake City Code
Enforcement Board, or if so appointed, a special magistrate appointed
pursuant to Section 2-414 of this code of ordinances.

Cat shall mean any domestic feline animal, male or female, sexed or neutered.

Citation shall mean a written notice issued to a person by an officer, that the
officer has probable cause to believe the person has committed a civil
infraction in violation of this article and the charge will be heard by the
enforcement board. The citation must contain:

(1) The date and time of issuance.

(2) The name and address of the person.

(3) The date and time the civil infraction was committed.
(4) The facts constituting probable cause.

(5) The ordinance violated.
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City of Lake City, Florida Animal Control
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98 (6) The name and authority of the officer.

99 (7) The procedure for the person to follow in order to pay the civil
100 penalty or to contest the citation.
101 (8) The applicable civil penalty if the person elects to contest the
102 citation.
103 (9) The applicable civil penalty if the person elects not to contest the
104 citation.
105 (10) A conspicuous statement that if a person fails to pay the civil penalty
106 within the time allowed, or fails to appear before the board to
107 contest the citation, then he shall be deemed to have waived his
108 right to contest the citation, and that in such case, judgment may be
109 entered against the person for an amount up to the maximum civil
110 penalty. The entry of such judgment shall not preclude prosecution
111 in accordance with this article.
112 (11) A conspicuous statement that if a person is required to appear
113 before the board as mandated in this article, he or she does not have
114 the option of paying a fine in lieu of appearing before the board.
115 City shall mean the City of Lake City, Florida.
116 Code enforcement officer shall mean any employee or agent of the city,
117 designated by the city manager, whose duty it is to enforce codes and articles
118 enacted by the city and who has received appropriate training as required by
119 law. This shall include, but not be limited to, code inspectors, including
120 building inspectors, law enforcement officers, and municipal fire safety
121 inspectors as defined in F.S. Ch. 633. Designation of a code enforcement
122 officer and appropriate training for such officer shall be determined by the
123 city manager.
124 Code inspector shall mean any authorized agent or employee of the city
125 whose duty it is to assure code compliance.
126 Confined shall mean the dog or Vietnamese potbellied pig is restricted to the
127 property of its owner.
128 Control shall mean the regulation of the possession, ownership, care, and
129 control of animals.
130 Court or county court shall mean the County Court for Columbia County,
131 Florida.
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132 Cruelty shall mean any act of neglect, torture, or torment that causes
133 unjustifiable pain or suffering of an animal.

134 Dangerous dog shall have the meaning-any-degthatacecordingto-therecords
135 of the-appropriateauthority:

136

137

138

139

140

141

142

143

144

145 3-SW ; Hothyrvest

146 by-an-animal-control-officer-This-definition-is-intended-to-conform
147 end - —as set forthin F.S. § 767.11 as it
148 now exists or may be amended from time to time.

149 Dog shall mean any domestic canine animal, male or female, sexed or
150 neutered.

151 His as used in this article shall mean and include both the masculine and
152 feminine.

153 Horse-drawn vehicle shall mean a carriage or trolley powered or being pulled
154 by one or more horses. For purposes of this article, the term will be used
155 interchangeably to refer to both two-wheeled and four-wheeled vehicles,
156 unless the context clearly indicates otherwise.

157

158 Injury shall mean and include any physical injury caused by an animal.

159 Kennel shall mean any structure, building, enclosed area, cage or pen where
160 one or more animals are housed or kept for breeding purposes or sale of more
161 than one litter of offspring per year.

162 Livestock shall mean horses, cattle, sheep, donkeys, mules, emus, ostriches,
163 buffaloes, llamas, goats, swine, rabbits and poultry; however, bona fide
164 purebred miniature Vietnamese potbellied pigs kept for the sole purpose of
165 providing human companionship and which are in compliance with all
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166 applicable provisions of this chapter are not considered livestock.

167 Notice of violation shall mean a written notice issued to a person by an officer
168 whom the officer has probable cause to believe may have committed a
169 violation of this article.

170 Nuisance shall mean anything done or permitted which injures, annoys,
171 disturbs, or prevents another person in the free use, possession, or
172 enjoyment of his or her property or has rendered its ordinary use or
173 occupation physically uncomfortable or has caused damage to a person's
174 property or has created obnoxious odors or noises.

175 Nuisance animal shall mean any dog, cat, Vietnamese potbellied pig, or other
176 animal which:

177 (1) Frequently or habitually howls, yelps, or barks excessively and
178 without provocation, so as to create a serious annoyance or
179 disturbance to any person or to the neighborhood.

180 (2) Any cat, by crying loudly or calling loudly, shall cause a nuisance by
181 creating a serious annoyance or disturbance to any person or to the
182 neighborhood.

183 (3) Has defecated on property not owned or controlled by the animal's
184 owner, when said feces is not immediately removed by the animal's
185 owner or agent.

186 (4) Has destroyed or removed personal items from property not owned
187 or controlled by its owner.

188 (5) Has turned over garbage cans on property not owned or controlled
189 by its owner.

190 (6) Has chased or bitten children or adults.

191 (7) Carries rabies.

192 (8) Carried contagious disease on property not owned or controlled by
193 its owner.

194 (9) Has chased cars or bicycles on property not owned or controlled by
195 its owner.

196 (10) Has destroyed clothing on clotheslines on property not owned or
197 controlled by its owner.

198 (11) Has dug holes or destroyed gardens on property not owned or
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199 controlled by its owner.

200 (12) Has trespassed and eaten pet food on property not owned or
201 controlled by its owner.

202 (13) Has chased, harassed, or killed domestic animals, dogs or cats on
203 property not owned or controlled by its owner.

204 (14) Has barked or meowed without provocation excessively so as to
205 disturb the peace of the occupants of adjacent properties.

206 Nuisance stray cat shall mean a cat which is off the premises of its owner and
207 has entered upon the property of another person without authorization or
208 consent of that person and has annoyed or disturbed another person in the
209 free use, possession or enjoyment of his or her property or rendered its
210 ordinary use or occupation physically uncomfortable or has caused damage
211 to a person's property.

212 Nuisance stray dog or pig shall mean a dog or Viethamese potbellied pig
213 which is off the premises of its owner and not restrained by leash, tether, or
214 other physical control device not to exceed ten feet in length and not under
215 the physical control of a responsible person and has entered upon property
216 of another person without authorization or consent of that person, or has
217 entered upon public property, street or right-of-way and has annoyed or
218 disturbed another person in the free use, possession or enjoyment of his or
219 her property or rendered the ordinary use or occupation physically
220 uncomfortable or has caused damage to a person's property.

221 Officer shall mean any law enforcement officer defined in F.S. § 943.10, any
222 veterinarian defined in F.S. § 474.202,—any-animal-control-officeremployed
223 by—contracted-with,-orappeinted-by-the—ity, or any city code enforcement
224 officer, city code inspector, or animal control officer.

225 Owner shall mean:

226 (1) Any person or persons, firms, corporations, or organizations
227 possessing, harboring, keeping, or having control or custody of any
228 dog, cat, Vietnamese potbellied pig, animal or livestock or, if the dog,
229 cat, Vietnamese potbellied pig, animal or livestock is owned by a
230 person under the age of 18, that person's parent or guardian; and
231 (2) Any person keeping, harboring or having charge or control of or
232 permitting any animal habitually to be or remain on or be lodged or
233 fed within such person's house, yard, or premises.
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234 Pig shall mean a purebred Vietnamese potbellied pig which does not exceed
235 80 pounds, registered through a North American Vietnamese potbellied pig
236 registry.

237

238

239 Restraint shall mean an animal shall be deemed under restraint within the
240 meaning of this article if it is controlled by leash, cord, chain, fence, cage, pen
241 or enclosure.

242 Repeat violation shall mean a violation of a provision of this article by a person
243 who has been previously found by the code enforcement board to have
244 violated or who has admitted violating the same provision within five years
245 prior to the violation.

246 Scratch shall include an injury caused by an animal's claws which breaks the
247 skin.

248 Stray shall mean any animal that is found to be at-large within the city limits,
249 which does not contain an identification tag, tattoo or implanted microchip,
250 and for which there is no identifiable owner.

251 Veterinarian shall mean any veterinarian as defined in F.S. § 474.202, as
252 amended.

253 Vietnamese potbellied pig or potbellied pig shall mean a purebred Vietnamese
254 potbellied pig, which does not exceed 80 pounds, registered through a North
255 American Vietnamese potbellied pig registry.

256 Written notification shall mean any written notice of violation from an officer
257 to any person given either by regular U.S. mail, if the mailing address of the
258 person being notified is known, (the date of notice shall be deemed the day
259 following the postmark of such notice) hand-delivery to the person being
260 notified, or by prominently posting the written notice on residency or
261 premises of the person being notified. The anrimal-control-officerorother
262 officer shall select the method of written notification deemed by him to be
263 most practical and effective under existing circumstances. Nothing contained
264 herein shall dictate that any one method of written notification be used over
265 another.

266 Sec. 14-35. Administration and enforcement by board.

267 (a) Except as otherwise provided for herein, the provisions of this article
268 shall be enforced by the city code enforcement board in accordance with
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269 and pursuant to the provisions, procedures and requirements of
270 Ordinance No. 2002-954 (sections 2-411 et seq.) as may from time to
271 time be amended.

272 (b) Animal—control—officers—and—all—other—o0fficers are authorized to
273 investigate, on public or private property, civil infractions relating to
274 animal control or cruelty and to issue citations for violations of this article
275 subject to the provisions provided herein. Animal-centrol-officers—and
276 ether—o0fficers are also authorized to capture and impound animals
277 found in violation of this article. Animal control officers are not
278 authorized to bear arms or make arrest; however, they may carry a
279 device to chemically subdue and tranquilize an animal, provided they
280 have the prerequisite training pursuant to F.S. § 828.27.

281 (c) Any—-animal-control-officer—oerotherAn officer may not enter secured
282 dwelling, but he or she is authorized to enter upon private property that
283 is unfenced, or fenced but improperly secured, for the purpose of
284 investigating a complaint or violation of this article or for the purpose of
285 seizing and impounding any animal that the animal—entrel—officer
286 observes to be in violation of this article.

287 Sec. 14-36. City designated as a bird sanctuary.

288 The entire area embraced within the boundaries of the city presently existing,
289 together with any additional areas subsequently annexed into the city, is here
290 designated as a bird sanctuary. It shall be unlawful to trap, hunt, shoot, or
291 attempt to shoot or molest in any manner any bird or wild fowl, or to rob bird
292 nests or wild fowl nests.

293 Exception: Notwithstanding the foregoing, lawful waterfowl hunting is
294 permitted on Alligator Lake.

295 Sec. 14-37. Nuisance birds; notice; meetings with bird groups.

296 If starlings or similar birds are found to be congregating in such numbers in a
297 particular locality that they constitute a nuisance or menace to health or
298 property, in the opinion of the proper health authorities, the city manager or
299 his designated representative shall meet with representatives of the Audubon
300 Society, a bird club, a garden club, or a humane society, or as many of such
301 clubs as are found to exist within the city, after having given at least seven
302 days' actual notice of the time and place of such meetings to the
303 representatives of such clubs. If, as a result of such meetings, no satisfactory
304 alternative is found to abate such nuisance, the birds may be destroyed in
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305 such number and in such manner as is deemed advisable by the health
306 authorities, provided however, that no birds specified under the laws of the
307 United States or the State of Florida as endangered species shall be
308 destroyed.

309 Sec. 14-38. Doghouses, pens.

310 No doghouse, pen or kennel shall be maintained upon a person's property
311 closer than ten feet to any apartment house, residential condominium,
312 residential house, or building used for business or other purposes, other than
313 that occupied by the owner or occupant of the premises upon which said
314 animals are kept.

315 Sec. 14-39. Barking dogs.

316 It shall be unlawful for any person to own, keep, have in his possession, or
317 harbor any dog which, by frequent or habitual, and not otherwise
318 intentionally provoked, howling, yelping, or barking, shall cause a nuisance by
319 creating a serious annoyance or disturbance to any individual or to the
320 neighborhood where such dog is kept.

321 Sec. 14-40. Dangerous dogs.

322 Dangerous dogs as herein defined are subject to all the requirements and
323 provisions of F.S. §§ 767.10 through 767.15, now existing or hereafter
324 amended.

325 Sec. 14-41. Crying cats.

326 It shall be unlawful for any person to keep any cat that, by crying loudly or
327 calling loudly, shall cause a nuisance by creating a serious annoyance or
328 disturbance to any individual or to the neighborhood where such cat is kept.
329 Sec. 14-42. Nuisance stray cats; nuisance stray dogs and pigs.

330 Any owner of a cat, dog, or potbellied pig which is determined to be a
331 nuisance stray cat or nuisance stray dog or pig shall be in violation of this
332 article and shall be subject to the enforcement provisions and payment of
333 fines as provided for herein.

334 Sec. 14-43. Vietnamese potbellied pig.

335 It shall be unlawful for any person or persons to keep or maintain within the
336 city a ¥Wietnamese potbellied pig upon such person's property without first
337 having obtained a permit from the city and being in compliance with this
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338 article. No permit shall be issued for the keeping of a Vietnamese potbellied
339 pig until a certificate of purebred registration is filed with the city and there
340 is adequate means of restraining such animal from running at-large or
341 disturbing the peace.

342 Sec. 14-44. Dogs and pigs confined on owner's property.

343 A person who is the owner of or has the care, custody or control of any dog
344 or potbellied pig has an absolute duty to keep the same confined upon the
345 premises owned by or under the control of such person so that such animal
346 shall not leave the premises upon which it is kept unless:

347 (1) Such dog or pigis on a leash, tether, or other physical control device
348 not to exceed ten feet in length and under the physical control of a
349 responsible party; or

350 (2) That the animal has entered upon the property of another person
351 with the authorization and consent of that person.

352 Sec. 14-45. Animals in heat.

353 Female dogs, cats, or potbellied pigs in heat shall be humanely confined in a
354 suitable building or secure enclosure in a manner so as to prevent them from
355 breeding with any intact male except for planned breeding. The owner of any
356 female dog, cat or potbellied pig in heat not confining the animal as provided
357 herein shall be guilty of a violation of this article, and may be issued a citation
358 for the violation.

359 Sec. 14-46. Dogs and pigs at-large; not constrained; lost.

360 It shall be unlawful for any person to permit any dog or pig to be at-large
361 within the city at any time. Immediately after a dog or pig becomes lost or
362 escapes from either the owner or the person having custody of the dog or pig,
363 the owner or custodian of such dog or pig shall report the loss or escape of
364 such dog or pig to the Lake-City Aanimal Sshelter and/or the animal control
365 officer.

366 Sec. 14-47. Dogs, cats, potbellied pigs constrained by leash in public areas.
367 It is unlawful for the owner or person having custody of any dog, cat, or
368 potbellied pig to allow the dog, cat, or potbellied pig to be in a public park or
369 other public property unless such animal is on a leash. No leash shall be more
370 than ten feet in length.
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371 Sec. 14-48. Dog, cat, and animal defecation removal.

372 It shall be unlawful for an owner or person having custody of any dog, cat or
373 any other animal to permit said dog, cat or other animal to defecate on any
374 school grounds, public street, alley, sidewalk, tree bark, park, or any other
375 public grounds or any private property within the city, other than the
376 premises of the owner or person having custody of said dog or other animal,
377 unless said defecation is removed immediately and properly disposed of.
378 Sec. 14-49. Disposal; feces container.

379 It shall be unlawful for any person to walk a dog, cat, or potbellied pig, or any
380 other animal on public property of the city or upon the private property of
381 another without carrying, at all times, a suitable container or other suitable
382 instrument for the removal and disposal of animal feces. Handicapped
383 persons who use seeing-eye dogs and law enforcement officers using canines
384 in performance of law enforcement duties are exempt from the provisions of
385 this section. Persons whose dogs are participating in dog shows or direct
386 command obedience classes are exempt from this section while their animals
387 are actually participating in such shows or classes, but all feces must be
388 removed and disposed of immediately upon the conclusion of the show or
389 class.

390 Sec. 14-50. Animal cruelty.

391 No person shall commit an act of cruelty on any animal and no person shall
392 willfully or maliciously torture, torment, beat, kick, strike, mutilate, injure,
393 disable, or kill any dog or horse used by the police department in the
394 performance of the duties or functions of such department or to interfere
395 with or meddle with any such dog or horse while being used by any officer or
396 member of the police department.

397 Sec. 14-51. Animals required to be vaccinated.

398 All dogs, cats and ferrets four months of age or older must be currently (in
399 accordance with the particular type vaccine) vaccinated by a licensed
400 veterinarian against rabies with a United States government approved
401 vaccine. The cost of vaccination shall be borne by the animal's owner. With
402 respect to vaccination against rabies, all of the requirements of F.S. § 828.30,
403 as amended, shall apply and must be complied with and shall be subject to
404 the provisions of said F.S. § 828.30.
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Sec. 14-52. j 5
microchips Reserved.

Sec. 14-53. Circus; parade events.

Notwithstanding any restrictions, limitations or prohibitions in this article,
animals of any kind and in any number may be kept and exhibited for
amusement purposes, temporarily by a circus or for any parade, event, or any
other business to which the city has issued a permit.

Sec. 14-54. Permit for parade or special event or sale of animal.

No person, organization or business shall be allowed to keep, display or offer
for sale any animal on the streets and public property of the city for any
purpose, including a parade or special event, without first obtaining from the
city a permit for such parade, special event or purpose and shall comply with
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all requirements of the city relating to any parade, special event or purpose,
including providing the city with general public liability insurance. Any person
or organization issued a permit to use any animal in a parade or special event
shall be responsible for and obligated to immediately remove all animal feces
from the streets or public property and properly dispose of it.

Sec. 14-55. Impounding; at-large animals; nuisance animals; nuisance stray
cats; nuisance stray dogs and pigs; stray animals;—unlicensed
animals.

(a) No owner shall allow his dog or pig to stray anywhere within the city
limits of the city. All dogs and pigs at-large, nuisance animals, nuisance
stray cats, nuisance stray dogs and pigs, stray animals,—erunlicensed
animals shall be taken into custody by an the-cityanimal-control-officers
erany-other officer, and impounded in the city designated animal shelter,
except livestock shall be dealt with by the Office of the Sheriff of
Columbia County, Florida, pursuant to F.S. §§-58843 588.12 through
588.25, inclusive. The animal-control-officer—orany-otherofficer, shall
make a reasonable effort, including looking for tattoos and/or scanning
for microchips, to locate the owner of such stray animal. Upon a violation
of this section by an owner, a citation may be issued to the owner. Any
owner of a licensed-stray animal that has been impounded shall be
entitled to have the animal returned to him after all impounding fees
have been paid in cash and proof of current rabies vaccination by a

licensed veterinarian provided.—H-the—stray—animal—is—unlicensed—the
i ‘ he citv bef I imal I

te-Hs-owner
(b) If the owner of the stray/nuisance animal is not known and the animal is
not otherwise claimed within three working days (Monday through
Friday, except legal holidays) of such impoundment, such animal shall

come into the custody of the Lake—City/Columbia—County—Humane
Secietyne—alsoknownas-the Lake City/Columbia—County-Aanimal

Sshelter, for adoption or other humane disposition.

(c) When the owner of the stray/nuisance animal is known, if the animal is
not claimed within three working days after a telephone contact with the
owner, or within seven working days after written notification given to
the owner, the animal shall come into the custody of the lLake
City/Columbia—County-Aanimal Sshelter, for adoption or other humane
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479 disposition. Notwithstanding anything herein to the contrary, if the
480 animal-controlofficerorany-otherofficer, shall discover any stray animal
481 that is mortally injured and in such a condition that the animal-contre!
482 otficer—erany-otherofficer, believes the animal is suffering greatly and,
483 without reasonable expectation of recovery, the animal-control-officer;
484 erany-otherofficer, shall immediately notify, if reasonably possible, the
485 owner of such animal's condition. If the owner does not collect said
486 animal within one hour of receiving such actual notice, or if the animal's
487 owner is not known, or cannot be reasonably located within a 60-minute
488 time period, then the animal-contrel-officer—orany-etherofficer, shall
489 humanely dispose of such injured animal. The arimalcontrol-officer—or
490 any-otherofficer, shall use reasonable efforts to notify as promptly as
491 possible the owner of any such animal if known. When acting pursuant
492 to this provision, no liability shall arise by reason of the act of this
493 disposition of the animal.

494 (d) If a person cannot show proof of current rabies vaccination by a licensed
495 veterinarian, the person shall be given three working days in which to
496 provide proof. If the animal has not been vaccinated, then the animal
497 control-officer—er—any—otherofficer, may allow the owner to take the
498 animal to have its rabies vaccination and provide the animal-control
499 officer or his designee proof thereof within three working days.

500 (e) After the receipt of a signed and sworn complaint from any person, in
501 any form, of an at-large animal, nuisance animal, nuisance stray cat,
502 nuisance stray dog or pig, or stray animal—erunlicensed—animal, the
503 animal-control-officer-orany-otherofficer, is authorized to determine if
504 the animal is a stray/nuisance as herein defined. If the nuisance animal is
505 a stray, the officer is authorized to immediately take the animal into
506 custody and to handle the animal in accordance herewith as a stray
507 animal. If the animal is not a stray, the animal-control-officer-orany-other
508 officer, shall give written notification to the owner of the animal of the
509 nuisance complaint and establish a reasonable time period within which
510 the person must correct the violation. Such time period shall be no more
511 than 30 days. If the animal continues to be a nuisance beyond the time
512 period specified in such written notification, the animal-control-officer;
513 erany-etherofficer, is authorized to take said animal into custody, and
514 to handle the animal in accordance herewith, and the owner shall be
515 deemed in violation hereof of this article.

516 (f) The city shall operate, either independently or in cooperation with
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517 others, or by contract with an animal shelter-neludingbutnottimited
518 o—animalshelterownedandoperated by thelake City/Columbia County
519 Humane-Secietythes a suitable place for the impounding, care and final
520 disposal of all dogs, cats, potbellied pigs, or other animals picked up
521 within the city pursuant to and in accordance with the provisions of this
522 article.

523 Sec. 14-56. Impounded animals; boarding fees.

524 When any animal shall be impounded pursuant to this article, the_animal
525 shelter Lake-City/Columbia-County-Humane-Secietytae-shall collect from the
526 owner thereof such administrative and daily boarding fees established by the
527 animal shelter from time to time and approved by the city manager, which
528 schedule of such fees shall be on file in the office of the city manager.

529 Sec. 14-57. Limited right to enter private property.

530 For the purpose of discharging the duties imposed by this article, and for
531 enforcing its provisions, the animal-contrel-officer—orany—otherofficer, is
532 empowered to enter upon any private property, other than any dwelling,
533 building, structure or fenced enclosure, except the-animal-contrel-officer—or
534 any—other officer, may enter a fenced enclosure for the purpose of
535 impounding any animal known or suspected (legal probable cause) of biting
536 any person, or any animal infected with or suspected of showing suspicious
537 symptoms of rabies. Whenever practicable, the officer shall make every
538 reasonable effort to contact the property owner prior to entering a fenced
539 enclosure for the purpose of enforcing this article.

540 Sec. 14-58. Duty to report rabies.

541 (a) Itshall be the duty of the owner of and any person knowing of any animal
542 infected with or showing suspicious symptoms of rabies or any unusual
543 behavior to report the same within 12 hours to-the_an animal control
544 officer, law enforcement officer or county health department who shall
545 promptly forward a copy of the report to the county health department
546 within 12 hours.

547 (b) It shall be the duty of any person knowing of or treating any person bitten
548 by an animal having or suspected of having rabies to report the facts
549 thereof within 12 hours to-+the an animal control officer, law enforcement
550 officer or county health department who shall promptly forward a copy
551 of such report to the county health department.
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(c) Whenever-the an animal-control-officer—orany—otherofficer, shall be

informed that any animal has bitten or scratched any person or is
suspected of having or has shown suspicious symptoms of rabies or any
other zoonotic infectious or contagious disease, the following procedure
shall be followed:

(1) The owner of such animal shall surrender it to-the an animal control
officer or licensed veterinarian, or if the animal is running at-large,
the animal-control-officer—orany-etherofficer, shall capture such
animal. In the capture of such animal, the officer shall not kill such
animal unless in its capture a clear and present danger upon or injury
to the officer or other persons exists. If captured, such animal shall
be placed in quarantine for observation for a period of at least ten
days from the date of bite or scratch. If such animal's rabies
vaccination is current by a licensed veterinarian, home quarantine
shall be allowed. As to any wild animal or any animal tamed from a
wild environment which has bitten or scratched any person, the
Columbia County Health Department Administrator shall cause the
detachment of such animal's head without mutilation, and send it to
the proper state department of health laboratory for pathological
examination, if in the opinion of such county health department such
injury was the result of an aggressive and overt act, and if in the
opinion of the said county health department, such animal exhibits
any symptoms of rabies, or if the physician of the person bitten or
scratched requests such action.

(2) The quarantine of any animal when required pursuant to this article
shall be as provided by the Florida Administrative Code, section 10D
3944} 64D-3.038, as the same now exists or may be hereafter
amended. No animal shall be released or removed from the initial
guarantine or confinement unless permission is obtained from the
county health department. If quarantined outside the home, the
owner shall bear the cost of the care, feeding and maintenance of
the quarantined animal, and pay any medical and veterinarian
expenses reasonably incurred for the animal.

(3) If rabies is diagnosed, or if the animal in quarantine dies, or if the
animal exhibits any symptoms of rabies within the quarantine
period, it shall be the duty of the county health department to cause
the detachment without mutilation of the head of the animal and
forward it to the proper state department of health laboratory for
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590 pathological examination.

591 (4) When the report of the pathological examination indicates a positive
592 diagnosis, the county health department may, in its discretion,
593 invoke an area wide quarantine for a period determined to be
594 prudent under the circumstances, not to exceed 120 days, and shall
595 take such steps as are reasonably necessary to advise area residents
596 of such area wide quarantine. During such quarantine, each owner
597 within the quarantined area shall confine his animals or otherwise
598 maintain his animals under restraint.

599 (5) Any person who shall fail to surrender an animal for quarantine, or
600 any person who shall fail to surrender any animal for destruction as
601 provided herein shall be guilty of a violation of this article and shall
602 be issued a citation for the violation.

603 (6) Any person upon demand, shall surrender to-the an animal control
604 officer, or the county health department, the carcass of any dead
605 animal exposed to or suspected of having been exposed to rabies.
606 Refusal by any person to surrender such animal carcass shall be a
607 violation of this article and shall be issued a citation for the violation.
608 (7) No person shall intentionally abandon any animal on any public or
609 private lands. Such intentional abandonment shall be a violation of
610 this article, and the perpetrator may be issued a citation for the
611 violation. This shall include no dumping of live or dead animals on
612 public roads, private property, or in any dumpster.

613 Sec. 14-59. Interference with officers.

614 It shall be a violation of this article for any person or persons to interfere with,
615 hinder, resist, obstruct, or molest any animal-control-officer—orany—other
616 officer, in the performance of his official duties. It shall also be a violation of
617 this article for any person or persons to seek to release or remove any animal
618 from the custody of-the an animal control officer or the animal control vehicle
619 or a designated impoundment facility or to otherwise tear down, burn,
620 deface, destroy, or otherwise injure any property, vehicle, or equipment of
621 any designated impoundment facility. A violation as provided in this section
622 shall be in addition to and not in lieu of all other violations provided by law.
623 Sec. 14-60. Violation; civil offense; enforcement.

624 (a) Except as to the provisions for a dangerous dog in section 14-20840 of this
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625 article, the violation of this article is a civil infraction.

626 (b) If a person who has received a citation fails to pay the civil penalty, fails
627 to appear before the board to contest the citation, or fails to appear
628 before the board when the citation requires the person to do so, the
629 board may issue a subpoena or take such other or further action
630 authorized by law. A subpoena shall require such person to appear
631 before the board to explain why action on the citation has not been taken
632 and why the person should not be subject to other lawful action
633 authorized by law. If any person who is issued such order fails to appear
634 in response to the board's directive, that person may be held in civil
635 contempt and be subject to paying the maximum fine permitted by
636 section 14-66 hereof. This subsection is not intended to limit, but is in
637 addition to all other lawful actions which the board may take when a
638 citation has been issued.

639 (c) Any citation issued pursuant to this article may require mandatory board
640 appearances for violations resulting in a public nuisance, the unprovoked
641 biting, attacking, wounding, or killing of a human or domestic animal;
642 violations resulting in the destruction or loss of personal property;
643 violations of local animal cruelty laws; or violations resulting in the
644 issuance of a third or subsequent citation to a person. The citation must
645 clearly inform the person of such mandatory board appearance. The
646 animal control officer or the city manager or his authorized
647 representatives shall maintain sufficient records to prove the number of
648 citations issued to the person. Persons required to appear before the
649 board shall not have the option of paying the fine instead of appearing
650 before the board.

651 (d) In the event of a violation of section 14-10 of this article with respect to
652 a dangerous dog, the owner of a dangerous dog shall be subject to all the
653 penalties provided by F.S. §§ 767.10 through 767.15, now existing or
654 hereafter amended.

655 Sec. 14-61. Public nuisances.

656 (a) No owner or keeper of any animal shall permit the animal to become a
657 public nuisance. The following can become a public nuisance and the
658 owner or keeper of the animal can be cited for any instance of:

659 (1) An animal found to be at-large;

660 (2) An animal damaging or depositing fecal matter on the property of
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(b)

others;

(3) Any animal molesting or biting any person, unless that person is
trespassing on the property of the owner or keeper of the animal or
that person provokes the animal;

(4) An animal creating odors that are detectable and offensive to a
person of reasonable sensibilities on nearby property, or attracting
flies detected on nearby properties;

(5) An animal which frequently or habitually howls, vyips, barks
excessively and without provocation or by crying loudly, or calling
loudly whereas to create a serious annoyance or disturbance to any
person or to the neighborhood.

Repeated instances of violations of subsection 14-61(a) adversely affect
the rights of nearby residents to the quiet enjoyment of their property
and therefore constitute a public nuisance. To this end:

(1) If there are two or more citations given for violation of any of the
provisions of subsections 14-61(a)(1) through (5) within a six-month
period on the same premises, the city attorney, if there are
reasonable grounds for the action, may, if directed by the city, seek
an injunction in the name of the city from the appropriate court to
abate the nuisance.

(2)

eontestA person found in violation of or not contesting the violation

of {includingbutnotlimitedto—paymentof fine)ina12-month
peried—for—twe—vielations—ef-any ef-provisions of subsections 14-

61(a)(1) through (5) on the same premises on two occasions in a 12-
month period, plus issuance of a third such citation_to such person
within-the_such 12-month period_for a violation of a provision of
subsections 14-61(a)(1) through (5), shall be presumptive evidence
of a public nuisance. However, the judge may find a public nuisance
without any such presumptive evidence based on other evidence
presented.

(3) The judge may fashion an injunction that will abate the particular
nuisance being found, up to and including removal of one or more
animals from the premises.

(4) This remedy shall be in addition to any other penalties provided for
by this article.
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697 Sec. 14-62. Providing notice of violation with reasonable time to correct;
698 providing for citations issued by officers.

699 (a) Any officeranimal-control-officer-orcode-enforcementofficer who has
700 personal knowledge of, or who has probable cause to believe a person
701 has committed an act in violation of this article, may issue a citation for
702 such violation. Any person having personal knowledge that a person or
703 persons have committed an act in violation of this article may file with
704 the animal-control-officer—orany-otherofficer, a sworn affidavit stating
705 the name of the person violating the article, the specific violation, the
706 date of such violation, and the names of witnesses, if any, to the
707 violation, and requesting a citation be issued to such person for the
708 violation. Prior to issuing a citation, a code enforcement officer shall
709 provide notice to the person that the person has committed a violation
710 of the city code or article and shall establish a reasonable time period
711 within which the person must correct the violation. Such time period
712 shall be no more than 30 days. If, upon personal inspection, a code
713 enforcement officer finds the person has not corrected the violation
714 within the time period, the code enforcement officer may issue a citation
715 to the person who has committed the violation. A code enforcement
716 officer shall not be required to provide the person with a reasonable time
717 period to correct the violation prior to issuing a citation and may
718 immediately issue a citation if the code enforcement officer has reason
719 to believe the violation presents a serious threat to the public health,
720 safety, or welfare, or if the conditions present are inhumane or life-
721 threatening to the animal, or if a repeat violation is found or if the
722 violation is irreparable or irreversible. Any person who willfully refuses to
723 sign and accept a citation issued by an animalcentrel-officer shall be
724 guilty of a misdemeanor of the second degree, punishable as provided by
725 F.S. § 775.082 or 775.083.

726 (b) If a person does not contest a citation received pursuant to this article
727 and shall pay the applicable civil penalty prior to the date specified on
728 the citation, then the applicable civil penalty for a violation involving a
729 dangerous dog shall be $500.00 and for each other violation shall be
730 $100.00, plus all applicable costs.

731 (c) If a person elects to contest a violation received pursuant to this article,
732 upon a finding by the greater weight of the evidence by the board that
733 the person so cited did commit the violation as described in the citation,
734 the board shall impose a penalty not to exceed the penalty as set forth in
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section 14-66 herein, plus costs. Upon such a finding, a judgment shall
issue against the violator in the name of the city in the amount of the civil
penalty together with such costs as imposed by the board, which shall be
collected as any civil judgment.

(d) In accordance with F.S. § 828.27(4)(b), in addition to the foregoing
penalties, a surcharge of $5.00 shall be imposed for each violation, the
proceeds of which shall be used to pay the cost of training for animal
control officers.

(e) All penalties for citations together with applicable fees or costs issued
pursuant to this article shall be paid to the city as general revenue for the
city, together with the $5.00 surcharge as provided in F.S. §

828 27(4Ma)3)b) 828.27(4)(b).

(f) In addition to all other penalties provided herein, in the case of a second
or subsequent conviction, the board may order the animal taken into the

custody of the Lake City/ColumbiaCountyHumane Societytnc—alse
known-as-the-Lake City/Columbia-County-Aanimal Sshelter, for adoption

or other humane disposition.

Sec. 14-63. Citations contested; appeals.

(a) To contest any citation, the violator must appear before the board on the
date shown on the citation for the purpose of hearing the case. The rules
of evidence applicable in all hearings for contested civil citations shall be
the same as small claims rules in civil cases except to the extent
inconsistent with this article, and may be liberally construed by the
board. The citation shall constitute the statement of claim. Delivery of
the citation shall constitute service of process and notice of the hearing
date.

(b) Any aggrieved party, including the city, may appeal a final administrative
order of the board to the circuit court. Such an appeal shall not be a
hearing de novo, but shall be limited to appellate review of the record
created before the board. An appeal shall be filed within 30 days of the
execution of the order to be appealed.

Sec. 14-64. Provisions liberally construed.

The provisions of this article may be liberally construed in order to effectively
carry out the purpose of this article in the interest of the public health,
welfare and safety of the citizens and residents of the city.
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770 Sec. 14-65. Requirement to appear before board.

771 Any person who violates, disobeys, omits, neglects, refuses to comply with,
772 or resists the enforcement of any of the provisions of this article shall, after
773 being issued a notice by the code enforcement officer to appear at a hearing
774 conducted by the board, upon eenvietion-by-said board finding such person
775 violated this article, shall be fined not less than $100.00 nor more than
776 $500.00.

777 Sec. 14-66. Civil penalties.

778 (a) The maximum fine for each civil infraction under this chapter is $500.00,
779 unless otherwise provided by law.

780 (b) Whenever a provision of this chapter does not establish a specific fine for
781 failing to do any act or thing required or for doing any act or thing
782 prohibited, in addition to cost, the civil fine for such civil infraction shall
783 be no less than $100.00 nor more than $500.00 for each infraction and a
784 separate offense shall be deemed committed on each day during or on
785 which an infraction occurs or continues. Except when otherwise provided
786 for, the civil fines to be paid by a person for a violation of this article when
787 the citation issued to such person is uncontested, shall be $100.00, if such
788 fine is paid in a timely manner.

789 Sec. 14-67. Injunctive restraining order.

790 Any violation of this article is hereby declared to be a nuisance. In addition to
791 any other relief provided in this article, the city may apply to a court of
792 competent jurisdiction for an injunction to prohibit the continuation of any
793 violation of this article. Such application for relief may include seeking a
794 temporary restraining order, a temporary injunction, a permanent injunction,
795 and an order to abate any nuisance.

796 Sec. 14-68. Code enforcement officers; designation; citations; hearing.

797 i icle; - eer
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(ba) A citation issued by a code enforcement officer shall be in a form
prescribed by the city and shall contain the information required by
subsection14-34{g}-of a citation as “citation” is defined in section 14.34
of this article.

(eb) After issuing a citation to an alleged violator, a code enforcement officer
shall deposit the original and one copy of the citation with the board. A
copy of the citation shall be hand delivered to the violator whenever
possible. Whenever the code enforcement officer is unable to hand
deliver the citation, a letter shall be sent by mail to the violator giving the
violator ten days to arrange to meet with the officer to permit delivery of
the citation. Failure to contact the officer shall be considered a willful
refusal to sign for and accept issuance of the citation.

(elc) fPenalties.}

(1) A violation of a code or ordinance cited and enforced under the
provisions of this article shall be deemed a civil infraction.

(2) The maximum civil penalty shall not exceed $500.00.

(3) A civil penalty of less than the maximum civil penalty shall be
assessed if the person who has committed the civil infraction does
not contest the citation.

(4) Any person who willfully refuses to sign and accept a citation issued
by a code enforcement officer shall be guilty of a misdemeanor of
the second degree, punishable as provided in F.S. § 775.082 or
775.083.

(ed) If a person fails to pay the civil penalty or to request a hearing, fails to
appear before the board to contest the citation when a hearing has been
requested or fails to appear before the board as may be required, the
board may enter judgment for an amount not to exceed $500.00 per
infraction. The city, as an additional remedy, may refer cases of violations
not paid and not contested within 15 days of issuance to a collection
agency for processing, collection and notification of failure of payment to
the credit bureau.

Sec. 14-69. Enforcement by other means.

The provisions of this article are additional and supplemental means of
enforcing the city codes or articles and nothing contained in this article shall
prohibit the city from enforcing this article by other means as may be lawfully
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authorized, except as may be prohibited by the laws of Florida.

Sec. 14-70. Animal control board.

The city may, by resolution, create an animal control board which shall both
advise the city from time to time regarding the control and protection of
animals within the city and to review complaints of violations of this article
and assist in the enforcement thereof.-Alterratively-the-city-may-enterirtoa

7
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Sec. 14-71. Certain animals prohibited in city.

It shall be unlawful for any person to keep, raise, breed, maintain or sell
livestock on any property within the city limits. No livestock shall be permitted
to run or roam at-large upon any of the public streets, highways, parks, or
private property within the city.

SECTION 2: PROVIDING FOR CODIFICATION

It is the intention of the City Council that the provisions of this Ordinance shall become and be
made part of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Lake City, Florida. The Sections of this
Ordinance may be renumbered, re-lettered and the word “Ordinance” may be changed to
“Section”, “Article” or such other word or phrase in order to accomplish such intention. The
correction of typographical errors which do not affect the intent or substance of the ordinance
may be authorized by the City Clerk or the City Clerk’s designee with the consent of the City
Attorney without public hearing, by filing a corrected or re-codified copy of the same with the
City.

SECTION 3: PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY

If any clause, section, or other part or application of this Ordinance shall be held in any court of
competent jurisdiction to be unconstitutional or invalid, such unconstitutional or invalid part or
application shall be considered as eliminated and shall not affect the validity of the remaining
portions or applications which shall remain in full force and effect.

SECTION 4: PROVIDING FOR REPEAL OF ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS IN CONFLICT

All ordinances or parts of ordinances, resolutions or parts of resolutions in conflict herewith are
hereby repealed to the extent of such conflict.

SECTION 5: PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE
This Ordinance shall become effective immediately upon adoption, unless otherwise provided.
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872  APPROVED AS AN EMERGENCY ORDINANCE PURSUANT TO SECTION 166.041(3)(b) by the City
873  Council of the City of Lake City at a regular meeting on the day of October, 2026.

BY THE MAYOR OF THE CITY OF LAKE CITY,
FLORIDA

Noah E. Walker, Mayor

ATTEST, BY THE CLERK OF THE CITY COUNCIL
OF THE CITY OF LAKE CITY, FLORIDA:

Audrey E. Sikes, City Clerk
APPROVED AS TO FORM AND LEGALITY:

Clay Martin, City Attorney
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