
FLC AUTHORIZED LIABILITY DEFENSE ATTORNEYS 
(Updated May 1, 2024) 

 

GARGANESE, WEISS & Anthony A. Garganese – Partner/Senior Counsel 
D’AGRESTA, & Salzman, P.A. (conflict) Cell: (407) 595-3766 

P.O. Box 2873 Board Certified City, County Local Government; 
Orlando, FL 32802-2873  City Attorney for Cape Canaveral, Cocoa and Orchid 
111 No. Orange Ave. Suite2000  
Orlando, Fl. 32801 agarganese@orlandolaw.net Jeffrey Weiss – Partner /Senior Counsel 
Phone: (407) 425-9566 jweiss@orlandolaw.net Board Certified Civil Trial Practice 
Fax: (407) 425-9596 Tax ID #: 59-3372519  (Federal/State Litigation) 

 
Counties Served 
Conflict 

Brevard Sumter 
Indian River    Lake 
Volusia 

Erin J. O’Leary – Partner/Senior Counsel 
Marion Board Certified Appellate Practice 
Orange (Federal/State Appeals; Complex Dispositive Motions) 
Osceola 
Polk Bill Reischmann –Partner/Senior Counsel 
Seminole City Attorney of Palm Coast 
St. Lucie 

Katie Reischmann – Partner/Senior Counsel 

Board Certified City, County Local Government; 
City Attorney for Casselberry 

 

Debra Babb Nutcher – Partner/Senior Counsel 

Board Certified City County Local Government; 
Federal/State Litigation 

 

Gary Glassman – Partner/Senior Counsel 

Employment and Federal Litigation 

 
 

Cherish Benedict – Associate 

(Federal/State Litigation support) 
 

Tina Garcia – Associate 
(Federal/State Litigation support) 

 
Nicole Turcotte – Associate 
(Federal/State Litigation support) 

 

City Attorneys/primary for the following members only: 
1. City of Cocoa 5. City of Cape Canaveral 
2. City of Winter Springs 
3. City of Casselberry 
4. City of Palm Coast 

 

 

BOWMAN LAW, LLC (conflict) 
5535 John Givens Road 
Crestview, FL 32539 
Cell (850) 428-1755 J. Bruce Bowman 

Bruce@emeraldcoastlawyers.com 
Tax ID#: 86-2305501 

Counties Served  (conflict) 
Bay Holmes Lafayette Wakulla   Walton Taylor 
Franklin Santa Rosa   Suwannee Gulf Leon Liberty 
Gilchrist Jefferson Calhoun Jackson   Madison  Dixie 
Washington Escambia Gadsden Hamilton  Okaloosa 

mailto:agarganese@orlandolaw.net
mailto:jweiss@orlandolaw.net
mailto:Bruce@emeraldcoastlawyers.com


 
 

 

COPPINS, MONROE, ADKINS (primary) Michael F. Coppins - Partner 
& DINCMAN, P.A (Federal/State) Civil Law, Real Property 
2316 Killearn Blvd, Suite 202  Commercial, Corporate, Construction and  
Tallahassee, FL 32309 Employment Litigation 
Phone: (850) 422-2420 gadkins@coppinsmonroe.com  
Fax: (850) 422-2730 hdinceman@coppinsmonroe.com Gwendolyn Palmer Adkins – Partner 

 Tax ID#: 59-3122671 Cell: (850) 545-8555 

   Civil Rights/Employment Discrimination Defense, 
Civil Trial Law, Auto and Premises Liability, 
Business and Commercial Litigation, Police 
Liability Defense and Local Government Defense 

 

 
Counties Served Primary 

  Holly Ashby Dincman – Partner 
Labor and Employment Law 

Bay 
Calhoun 
Dixie 
Escambia 
Franklin 
Gadsden 
Gilchrist 
Gulf 
Holmes 
Jackson 
Jefferson 
Lafayette 
Leon 
Liberty 
Madison 
Okaloosa 
Santa Rosa 
Suwannee 
Taylor 
Wakulla 
Walton 
Washington 

  D. Lloyd Monroe- Partner/Of Counsel 

Civil Rights, Employment Discrimination and 
Tort Liability 

 
Scott J. Seagle – Associate 
Civil Trial Law, Civil Rights, Employment 

 
Discrimination/Retaliation, Construction Law, 
Business and Commercial Litigation, 
Contract Law and Construction Litigation 

 
Zackery A. Scharlepp – Associate 
Civil Litigation, Tort Claims, Employment 
Discrimination Defense, Breach of Contract, 
Construction Law and Professional Negligence 

 

Reid M. Wakefield – Associate 

Civil Litigation, Tort Claims, Civil Rights, 
Employment Discrimination Defense, 
Commercial and Real Property Matter, 
Construction Law and Professional Negligence 

   Melissa S. Leonard – Associate 
Private and Governmental Entities in all areas 
of Civil Litigation, Construction Law, Professional 
Negligence and Various Other Causes of Action 

 
 

DEAN, RINGERS, MORGAN William E. Lawton 
& LAWTON, P.A. (primary) Cell: (407) 247-0294 
P.O. Box 2928 Tort Claims; State and Federal Law Claims; Constitutional 

201 East Pine Street, Suite 1200 Injunctive Relief and Bert Harris Claims, etc.  
Orlando, Fl. 32802 
Phone: (407) 422-4310 Scott Pendley (Of Counsel) 

Fax: (407) 648-0233 Tort Claims; State and Federal Law Claims; Constitutional 
Injunctive Relief and Bert Harris Claims, etc. 

mailto:gadkins@coppinsmonroe.com
mailto:hdinceman@coppinsmonroe.com


 Joseph Flood 

Tort Claims; State and Federal Law Claims; Constitutional 
Injunctive Relief and Bert Harris Claims, etc. 

 

Lamar Oxford (Of Counsel) 

Coverage and Opinion Letters; Appellate Matters 
 
Doug Noah 

Employment Law; Civil Rights, Land Use 
 

Gail Bradford 

Employment Law; Civil Rights; Land Use; False Arrest 
and Matters Involving Law Enforcement 
 
Gloria Carr 

General Litigation Matters; Automobile Negligence; 
Premises Negligence and Wrongful Termination 

 

John Joyce 

Property and Property Rights; Wrongful Taking And 
Discrimination Claims 
 
 
Patti Rego Chapman 

Provides Support in all areas; Federal Claims & Wrongful 
takings 
 
John Robinson 

Friendly Suits; Minor’s Claims and General Matters that deal 
with Property and Probate 
 
Clay Morris 

General Liability Claims; Various State Law Claims; Bert Harris; 
Breach of Contract; Sunshine Law; Public Records; Inverse 
Condemnation; Breach of Contract and Fl. Constitutional Claims 
 
Renee Lundy 

Federal and State Claims; Land Taking; Constitutionally of 
Ordinances; General Liability; Auto Negligence; Improper 
Improper Maintenance of Buildings; Negligent Supervisor 
Federal Employment Discrimination and 1983 Claims 
 
Michael Lowe 

Workers Compensation; General Civil Litigation 
 
James Wilkinson 

Amusement & Recreation Law; Products Liability; Premises 
Liability; Automobile Negligence; Insurance Litigation 
And Intellectual Property Disputes 

  
wlawton@drml-law.com 

 Tax ID #:  59-1788062 

  

 
Counties Served Primary: 

 

Brevard  
Indian River  
Lake  
Marion 
Orange  
 
 

 

Osceola  
Polk  
Seminole  
St. Lucie 
Sumter  
Volusia 
City of Tarpon 
Springs  
Orange 

 

Counties Served Conflict: 

Citrus 
Hernando 
Pasco 
Hillsborough 
Pinellas 
Manatee 
Hardee 
Highlands 
Desoto 
Sarasota 

mailto:wlawton@drml-law.com


 

 

 

DENNIS, JACKSON, MARTIN 
& FONTELA, P.A. (conflict) 

 Craig A. Dennis 
Civil Rights; Employment Practice; General Liability 

1591 Summit Lake Dr., Suite 200  Peter Martin 
Tallahassee, Fl. 32317  Civil Rights; Employment Practice; General Liability 
Phone: (850) 422-3345   
Fax: (850) 422-1325 craig@djmf-law.com Ben Carter 

 Tax ID#: 59-3131982 Civil Rights; Employment Practice: General Liability 

 

Primary For: 

Emerald Coast Utility Authority 

Counties Served Conflict: 

Bay, Calhoun, Dixie, Escambia, Franklin, Gadsden, Gilchrist, Gulf, Hamilton, Holmes, Jackson, 
Jefferson, Lafayette, Leon, Liberty, Madison, Okaloosa, Santa Rosa, Suwannee, Taylor, Washington, Wakulla, Walton 

 
 

 
 

TRASK, METZ & DAIGNEAULT LLP (primary)  
Harbor Oaks Professional Center  Jay Daigneault 
1001 South Fort Harrison Avenue, Suite 201  Civil Rights; Law Enforcement; 
Clearwater, Florida 33756  Land Use 

Phone: (727) 733-0494 http://tmdlawfirm.com/  
Fax: 727-733-2991 jay@cityattorneys.legal  
 Jennifer@cityattorneys.legal  
 Tax ID#:  59-3642714  

   Counties Served Primary: 

   Pinellas                     Hillsborough 

   Hernando                  Highlands 

   Sarasota                    Manatee 

   Citrus                         Pasco 

   Desoto                       Hardee 

   Except City of Tarpon Springs 

                                                                                                                                         
 

 

JOHNSON, ANSELMO, E. Bruce Johnson-Partner 
MURDOCH, BURKE, PIPER Cell: (954) 629-8009 
& HOCHMAN, P.A. (primary) Civil Trial Law, Employment Law, 
2455 East Sunrise Blvd., Suite 1000 Governmental Defense, Civil Rights 
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33304 Litigation, Personal Injury Law 
Phone:  (954) 463-0100 
Fax: (954) 463-2444 Scott D. Alexander-Partner 

Civil Trial Law, Local Government, 
Personal Injury Law 

E-mail: “last name”@JAMBG.com 
Tax ID #: 65-0220140 

 
Michael Burke – Partner 

Civil Trial, Local Government, Civil Rights 
Counties Served Primary: Except For: Litigation, Appellate Law 
Broward Palm Beach City of Doral  
Charlotte City of Miami Gardens Hudson C. Gill – Partner 
Collier  Civil Trial Lawyer, Commercial Litigation 
Miami-Dade  Civil Rights Law, Local Government, 
Hendry  Appellate Law 
Lee   
Glades  Jeffrey L. Hochman – Partner 
Martin  Commercial Litigation, Civil Trial Law, 
Monroe  Local Government, Appellate Law 
Okeechobee  
  

mailto:craig@djmf-law.com
http://tmdlawfirm.com/
mailto:jay@cityattorneys.legal
mailto:Jennifer@cityattorneys.legal


Hampton W. Johnson, IV – Associate 

Civil Trial Law, Employment Law, 
Governmental Defense, Civil Rights 
Litigation, Personal Injury Law 
 
Robert E. Murdoch – Partner 

Real Estate Acquisitions, Leasing & 
Finance, Commercial & Contract Law 

 

Michael R. Piper – Partner 

Civil Trial Law, Local Government Law, 
Civil Rights Litigation, Employment Litigation, 
Personal Injury Law 

 

Christopher J. Stearns – Partner 

Civil Trial Law, Local Government, 
Civil Rights Litigation, Personal Injury Law 
 
Melissa Johnson – Partner 
 
Jonathan Railey – Associate  
 
David Schweiger – Partner 
 
Damian Albert – Partner  
 
Will Harris – Senior Partner  

 

 

STEPHANIE C. DEUTSCH, ESQ, (conflict) 
FRANK, WEINBERG, & BLACK, P.L. 

1875 NW Corporate Blvd., Suite 100 Stephanie Deutsch 
Boca Raton, Florida 33431 

Counties Served Conflict: 
Phone: (561) 989-0700 scd@fwblaw.net                               Broward, Monroe, Martin 

Fax: (954) 474-9850 Tax I.D#: 65-1030319                       Palm Beach, Miami-Dade, Glades 
                                                                                                                                                Collier, Hendry, Lee, Charlotte 

 
 

Susan Erdelyi 
MARKS GRAY, P.A. (primary) Civil Rights; Employment; Land Use; 
P.O. Box 447 Law Enforcement; Public Records; 

Jacksonville, FL 32201 Council/Commissioner liability 
1200 Riverplace Blvd., Suite 800 
Jacksonville, Fl. 32207 
Phone:  (904) 398-0900 

Fax: (904)399-8440 
 

Johnny Sarber 
serdelyi@marksgray.com Law Enforcement; Auto; Personal 

Tax ID#:  59-1514046 Injury 
 

 Heath Vickers 
Counties Served Primary: Civil Rights; Law Enforcement; 
Alachua Hamilton Employment Law; Personal Injury; 
Baker   Union  Auto Liability 

Bradford   
Clay   
Columbia   
Duval  
Flagler  
Levy  
Nassau  
Putnam  
St. Johns 

mailto:scd@fwblaw.net
mailto:serdelyi@marksgray.com


 

 

WYDLER LAW (conflict)        
Douglas Centre, PH-4 Lourdes Espino Wydler - Partner 

2600 Douglas Road, PH-4 Police Civil Liability; Employment 
Coral Gables, Fl. 33134 Discrimination/Retaliation; Civil Rights; 
Phone: (305) 446-5528 Premises Liability; Wrongful Death; 
Fax:: (305) 446-0995 Negligent Security; Constitutional Torts; 
  Title VII, FMLA, ,Fair Labor Standards Act, 

   ADA, FCRA, Age Discrimination, Whistle

 
 
 

Counties Served Conflict: 
Broward, Miami-Dade, 
Glades Martin, Monroe, 
Palm Beach, Collier, 
Hendry, Lee, Charlotte 

Lew@wydlerlaw.com     Blower; Retaliation Matters; Section 1983 

Tax ID #: 03-0486999 cases 

 
 
 
 

mailto:Lew@wydlerlaw.com


 

 

LYDECKER DIAZ RL@LydeckerDiaz.com Richard Lydecker 
1221 Brickell Avenue 19th Floor Tax ID #: 82-2361028 Cell: (305) 467-8883 
Miami, FL 33131  (Asst: Esther Toribio evt@lydeckerdiaz.com) 
Phone (305) 416 3180 
Fax (305) 416 3190  Margaret Mevers: EPLI—Shareholder 
  Alan Persaud—Associate 
  Jacky Beda—Associate 
  Mark Emanuele—Partner 
Primary For: 
City of Doral   Onier Llopiz—Shareholder (General Muni) 
City of Miami Gardens   Stephen Hunter Johnson—  
      Shareholder (General Muni/Coverage) 
  Joan Carlos Wizel—Partner 
  Trey Evans—Associate 
  Angel Bermudez—Associate 
  Peter Harutunian—Partner 
  Natalie Meruelo—Associate 
  Mark Hendricks—Muni Bodily Injury and  

      Large Loss 
   
  Meaghan Franks—Shareholder 
  Eric McAliley—Partner  
 
  Michelle Diverio —Shareholder (Property) 
  Erik Gruber—Shareholder 
  Brittney Polo—Associate 

 

 
  

mailto:RL@LydeckerDiaz.com
mailto:evt@lydeckerdiaz.com


SNIFFEN & SPELLMAN, PA  (conflict) mspellman@sniffenlaw.com Michael P. Spellman 
123 North Monroe Street Tax ID #: 20-2446163   Cell: (850) 545-2974 
Tallahassee, Fl. 32301 
Phone (850) 205-1996 

Fax (850) 205-3004 
 

Counties Served Conflict: 
Bay Alachua 

Calhoun Baker 
Dixie Bradford 
Escambia Clay 
Franklin Columbia 

Gadsden Duval 
Gilchrist Flagler 
Jackson Hamilton 
Jefferson Levy 

Lafayette Nassau 
Leon Putnam 
Liberty St. Johns 
Madison Union 

Suwannee 
Taylor 
Wakulla 
Washington 

mailto:mspellman@sniffenlaw.com

