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Dear League Members,
 
We are reaching out for your municipality’s support of a long-term, sustainable funding solution to the state’s
Transportation Fund. Attached is a template resolution that we are asking governing bodies to adopt.
 
The aim is to create a cascade of local governments expressing their support for more local transportation assistance as we
prepare to head into the next state biennial budget in 2027. County and town governments will be adopting similar
resolutions, and we are asking that your municipality joins this effort. Without additional funding for the state’s
transportation system, we will continue to see local transportation aids and grants decline relative to inflation. With
municipal budgets already stretched thin, we need all the help we can receive!
 
If your municipality adopts this resolution, please be certain to provide a copy of the adopted resolution to the League by
emailing league@lwm-info.org. More information is included below. Thank you for your consideration!
 
The Problem
 
Transportation infrastructure is the backbone of Wisconsin. Quality roads allow for economic growth, improved public
safety, reduced congestion, and increased connectivity between our communities. Unfortunately, we have seen a decline in
local road quality, falling from 6.6 on a 10-point scale in 2010 to 6.2 in 2023. In the same period, the share of local roads
rated as excellent or very good fell by 9.5%.
 
While Wisconsin municipalities are continually focused on transportation construction and maintenance, they are expected
to do more with less as state aids have failed to keep pace with inflation. From 2000 to 2025, the Consumer Price Index
increased by 90.7%, outpacing the state’s sizable investment in General Transportation Aids (GTAs) which increased
60.4%. From 2020 to 2023, the Producer Price Index for concrete rose 20.2% while GTAs rose 4.0%.
 
Cities and villages only have an average of 14.0% to 15.7% of their transportation expenses covered by GTAs, a figure that
has declined in recent years. While growth in local transportation aids has slowed, so have transportation revenues. This
has necessitated General Purpose Revenue (i.e., general tax dollars) to be transferred to the Transportation Fund to backfill
the cost of our largest needs. We are not getting ahead; we are simply treading water.
 
Exploring and adopting long-term solutions will ensure local aids and state projects may be funded now and in the future.
The Transportation Fund should be self-sustaining. The Governor and state legislators should not have to choose between
funding for transportation or funding for schools, Medicaid, corrections, and natural resources. But without additional,
long-term transportation revenues, these are the exact decisions that must be made.
 
Wisconsin’s cities and villages maintain 20% of the state’s local roads on just 6% of the state’s landmass, yet 40% of local
traffic takes place on these roads, a figure that increases when accounting for county and state highways running through
cities and villages. Wisconsinites use these roads every day. Ensuring our roads keep up with the needs of Wisconsinites
will strengthen our economy and enhance quality of life for residents.
 
Learning More
 
If you are interested in learning more about the unsustainability in the state’s Transportation Fund and the challenges this
has created for municipalities, please review the League Government Affairs Team’s article titled Bumps in the Road:
Transportation Funding in Wisconsin from the July 2025 issue of The Municipality magazine. You may also review a
detailed report from Wisconsin Policy Forum titled Road Map: Assessing and Funding Wisconsin’s Transportation Needs.
 
Our Request
 
As municipal leaders, you know better then most that there are no easy decisions. To see a long-term, sustainable
transportation funding solution progress, state leaders need to know that the challenges from these ongoing transportation
funding shortfalls are being felt throughout their district. Your municipality’s adoption of the attached template resolution
will go a long way towards helping the League and our transportation partners articulate that need.
 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to reach out to myself and Evan Miller, the League’s Government Affairs
Specialist who is included on this email. Please remember, if your municipality adopts this resolution, please be
certain to provide a copy of the adopted resolution to the League of Wisconsin Municipalities by emailing
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Transportation Resolution
2026



WHEREAS, local units of government in Wisconsin own and maintain approximately 90% of the public road miles in the state, including city and village streets, county highways, and town roads; and

WHEREAS, Wisconsin’s economy—rooted in manufacturing, agriculture, and tourism—relies on a safe, reliable, and well-maintained transportation network; and

WHEREAS, local governments greatly appreciate the one-time infusions of General Purpose Revenue, primarily sales and income taxes, and other revenue provided in recent state budgets, which have enabled the initiation and continuation of the successful and popular Local Roads Improvement Program Supplemental (LRIP-S); and

WHEREAS, despite modest increases from the state over the years, transportation aids to local governments remain insufficient to keep pace with inflation and rising construction costs, leaving many communities funded below 2000 levels in real dollars; and

WHEREAS, local governments throughout Wisconsin continue to struggle to perform even routine maintenance, pavement preservation, and safety improvements, resulting in deteriorating roads and bridges; and 

WHEREAS, the inaugural inventory and assessment of small bridges between 6 to 20 feet found about 10% of the nearly 17,000 structures to be in poor or severe condition; and

WHEREAS, levy limits and other fiscal constraints prevent local governments from independently filling the funding gap created by inadequate state transportation aids; and

[bookmark: _Hlk216167508]WHEREAS, absent sustainable state funding, many communities have been forced to address their shortfalls by significantly increasing borrowing, deferring essential projects, or imposing local vehicle registration (“wheel”) taxes; and

WHEREAS, Wisconsin motorists currently pay among the lowest transportation user fees in the Midwest, while neighboring states and dozens of others nationwide have enacted long-term revenue measures to keep their transportation systems competitive; and

WHEREAS, Wisconsin is increasingly relying on General Purpose Revenues to make needed investments, potentially pitting transportation against other vital services, such as education; and

WHEREAS, continued lack of growing, dedicated, and predictable revenue places Wisconsin at a growing economic disadvantage by threatening the efficiency of freight movement, the safety of travelers, and the attractiveness of our state to businesses and residents; and

WHEREAS, both Wisconsin’s aging Interstate highway system—largely constructed in the 1950s and 1960s—and our extensive network of state and local roads require predictable, adequate, and sustainable funding to meet current and future needs;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the [_______________________ Common Council / Village Board] strongly urges the Governor of Wisconsin and the State Legislature to enact a comprehensive, sustainable transportation funding solution that:

1. Provides adequate and reliable revenue growth for the efficient long-term planning and execution of state and local transportation programs;

2. Includes responsible and prudent use of General Purpose Revenue and bonding;

3. Adjusts any new and existing transportation user fees and other revenue mechanisms to sustain purchasing power in order to maintain and improve Wisconsin’s transportation infrastructure; and

4. Ensures transportation continues to deliver for Wisconsin by adequately funding reconstruction, preservation, and safety investments on the state and local systems.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the clerk is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this resolution to the Governor’s office, all members of the Wisconsin State Senate and Assembly representing districts within [County/City/Village/Town], and the League of Wisconsin Municipalities.

Adopted this ______ day of ______________________, 2026.

For contact information for your Legislative Delegation http://legis.wisconsin.gov/ 

Governor’s email address: govinfo@wisconsin.gov

 

	





league@lwm-info.org.
 
Thank you for your consideration and for all that you do for your municipality and its residents!
 
Kind Regards,
Toni
 

 

Toni Herkert
Government Affairs Director
League of Wisconsin Municipalities
 

Office: 608-267-2380
Cell: 608-444-5781
Email: therkert@lwm-info.org
 
316 West Washington Ave.
Suite 600
Madison, WI 53703

   

 

 
Register for our League Locally and Spring Exchange Events!
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