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Background

Kotzebue Municipal Code (KMC) Chapter 15.04 Dangerous Structures and Premises sets forth the rules and regulations 

for identifying, assessing, and mitigating dangerous structures and premises.

The City Council of the City of Kotzebue gave direction to City Administration in the winter of 2024 to create a plan to 

deal with dangerous structures and premises within the City.

Maintenance and upkeep of privately owned structures and properties are the responsibility of the owner.

Whereas, local governments are primarily responsible for public property and infrastructure.

However, if a resident’s structure or property falls into a state that becomes an issue for the public, local government 

may be forced to act to ensure the safety and wellbeing of its residents.



Purpose

Identify, assess, and create mitigation plans for dangerous 
structures and premises within the City of Kotzebue to 
ensure the health and well-being of residents.

This will be on a case-by-case basis.



What is considered a 
“dangerous” structure 
or premises?



Identification 
& Assessment

The findings of the city official or inspector are then 
given to the City Manager for further review.

Any appropriate city official or qualified inspector 
can deem a structure or premises as “dangerous”:

Fire Chief 
Police 
Chief

State Fire 
Marshal

Public 
Works 

Director

Building 
Inspector

Planning 
Director



Notice and Public Hearing

City Manager findings 
concur with findings of 

the city official or 
inspector, then a notice 
to correct or abate the 

dangerous structure  or 
premises will be given to 

owner.

Owner has AT 
LEAST 30 days to 

respond to 
notice.

Public hearing 
held by the City 
Council to 
consider action to 
be taken.

• Correction

• Abatement

• Demolition/Removal

• No Action

Action to be 
taken shall be 

passed and 
approved by City 

Ordinance.



Action

Owner of dangerous structure or premises will 

be given at least 30 days to comply with city 

ordinance or bring case to an appeals court.

If the compliance period passes, and the owner 

has not complied with City Ordinance, the City 

may then take actions necessary to remove the 

dangerous structure(s) or condition of 

premises at cost to the owner.



What to expect next?



What should I 
do if I’m 
worried 
about my 
structure or 
property is 
dangerous?

Make sure that the structure or premises is properly secured.Secure

Call an inspector to inspect your building or premises and advise you on 
building safety.

Call an 
Inspector

Review Kotzebue Municipal Code 15.04 Dangerous Structures and Premises 
https://library.municode.com/ak/kotzebue/codes/code_of_ordinances Review KMC

Contact the Planning Department at (907)442-5203 satkinson@kotzebue.org 
or (907)442-5210 gbelamour@kotzebue.org

Contact local 
Government



Questions??


