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Memorandum on Process for Demolition or Removal of House 671, Dickie Curtis owner

TO: City Council for the City of Kotzebue
FROM: The Office of the City Manager, Tessa Baldwin

DATE: July 2§, 2024

Background: At the August 1, 2024, the City Council will sit as the BOARD OF
ADJUSTMENT on this matter. [The city council is the board of adjustment. At the appeal
hearing the Board of Adjustment shall review the appeal record and hear evidence and argument
presented by persons interested in the appeal. The Board of Adjustment shall either affirm or
reverse the lower administrative decision in whole or in part. Every decision of the Board of
Adjustment shall be based upon findings and conclusions adopted by the Board. Such findings
must be reasonably specific so as to provide the community, and where appropriate, reviewing
authorities, a clear and precise understanding of the reason for the decision. After the public
hearing, the Board of Adjustment shall adopt an ordinance containing its findings. If removal or
demolition is provided and ordered, the owner, tenant or person in control/possession of the
property shall be given at least thirty (30) days from the date of the public hearing to do so.
However, if the building can be made safe by alteration, repair or reconstruction of the building
under such terms and conditions as the Board of Adjustment determines within such time and
under such terms and conditions as the Board of Adjustment shall so specify, the Ordinance shall
so state. |

1. Initial Complaints and Investigations

o Complaints Received: Multiple complaints about the homeowner throwing human feces
outside the house. Please review the residents’ complaints and City of Kotzebue response
through the Fire Department, Police Department and Public Works.

e Fire and Police Involvement: Police and Fire/EMS have been called to the property
multiple times to address the issue.

2. Documentation and Notice



Documentation: All incidents, police reports, and inspections are documented
thoroughly.

Notice to Homeowner: Numerous notices have been issued to the homeowner detailing
the violations, health risks, and the need for immediate corrective actions. The notice
includes a deadline for compliance.

3. Non-Compliance Follow-Up

Public Works Intervention: Despite the notices, public works have intervened to
mitigate immediate health hazards. This has included cleaning up the area and putting
gravel on the property.

Cost Documentation: The costs incurred to date by public works, which amount to up to
$10,000, are documented and itemized.

4. Demolition or Removal Process Initiation

Review of Non-Compliance: After a year and a half of ongoing issues and non-
compliance, the city is presenting this matter to the Board of Adjustment.

Health and Safety Assessment: A thorough assessment has been conducted to
determine that the property poses a continued risk to public health and safety.

5. Demolition or Removal Hearing

Hearving Scheduled: A demolition o iemoyal heating has been scheduled for
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Presentation of Evidence: At the hearing before the Board of Adjustment on August 1,
2024 at the RCCM, all evidence, including police reports, fire/EMS reports, public works
interventions, health assessments, and costs incurred, will be presented.

Homeowner's Defense: The homeowner at the hearing before the Board of Adjustment
on August 1, 2024 at the RCCM will be given an opportunity to present their defense and
any corrective actions taken.

6. Demolition or Removal Decision

Decision by Authorities: Based on the evidence and testimonies, the Board of
Adjustment will decide demolition or removal.

Demolition or Removal Order: After the public hearing, the Board of Adjustment shall
adopt an ordinance containing its findings. If removal or demolition is provided and
ordered, the owner, tenant or person in control/possession of the property shall be given
at least thirty (30) days from the date of the public hearing to do so. However, if the
building can be made safe by alteration, repair or reconstruction of the building under
such terms and conditions as the Board of Adjustment determines within such time and



under such terms and conditions as the Board of Adjustment shall so specify, the
Ordinance shall so state.]

7. Post-Demolition or Removal Actions

o Notification to Homeowner: The homeowner is notified of the demolition or removal
decision order and given a timeline at least thirty (30) days from the date of the public
hearing to demolish or remove the property and vacate the property.

o Enforcement of Order: If the homeowner fails to vacate within the given timeline, the
city may take enforcement actions, which may include seeking a court order for eviction.

» Demolition and Sealing of Property: Once vacated, the property may be demolished or
sealed off to prevent access and further health risks.

8. Recovery of Costs

e Billing the Homeowner: The homeowner is billed for all costs incurred by the city,
including public works interventions and any legal or administrative fees associated with
the demolition or removal process.

o Liens: If the homeowner fails to pay, the city may place a lien on the property to recover
the costs.

9. Public Communication

o Community Notification: The community is informed about the demolition or removal
and the reasons behind it to ensure transparency and maintain public trust.

*  Ongoing Monitoring: The property is monitored to ensure compliance with the
demolition and removal order and to prevent further public health issues.

By following this structured process, the City of Kotzebue ensures that public health and safety
are prioritized while providing due process to the homeowner.

Attachments:

Police Reports

Fire/EMS Reports

Public Works Department Reports

KMC Chapter 15.04 Steps [two pages]

Notice of Process given to, posted and mailed to Dickie Curtis, House 671
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NOTICE
TO
ABATE
DANGEROUS
NUISANCE/
FIRE/HEALTH
HAZARD




Pursuant to Kotzebue Municipal Code, Chapter
15.04, Dangerous Structures and Premises, this
structure, House # 671, Caribou Drive, Kotzebue,
Alaska, has been determined to be a dangerous
nuisance, a fire hazard and a public health hazard.
As such, this property must be condemned and
demolished. The decision to condemn and demolish
this property is based, infer alia, upon the materials
attached hereto which I, as City Manager, adopt as
my findings in this matter. These materials clearly
support that this structure must be condemned and
demolished.

Pursuant to Kotzebue Municipal Code 15.04.050 et
seq., the City Council of the City of Kotzebue, sitting
as the Board of Adjustment, shall hold a public
hearing on Thursday, August 1, 2024, during the
Regular City Council Meeting, starting at 5:15pm
AKDT, regarding this intent to condemn and
demolish.

You, Dick Curtis, as owner of this property should
attend this public hearing. (The procedures for this

-2



process are set out in the attachments to this
NOTICE.) **If you ignore this process, you do so at
your own peril.**

This NOTICE has been posted on the property,
USPS mailed and hand-delivered.

Dated this 7#”-day of June, 2024, at Kotzebue,
Alaska.

%MWI\

Tessa Baldwin, City Manager

Materials attached to this NOTICE:
.. Planning Director’s Report of January 23, 2024
|2 pages]

. KFD Incident Spreadsheet [1 page]

. October 6, 2023 letter (with Attachments) [11
pages]

. KPD Report of January 2, 2024 (with
attachments) [28 pages]

. PWD Invoices [4 pages]
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Phone: (907) 442-3401
Fax: (907) 442-2155

“Goteway to The Arctic™

January 237, 2024

Planning Director Building Dangerous Structures Report: House 671
Purpose
The purpose of this report is to detail the findings on the status of the structure at property
Lot: 16 Block: 6 USS: 2645 House number: 671 belonging to Dick Curtis that have led to
its categorization as a dangerous structure in accordance with Kotzebue Municipal Code
(KMC) section 15.04.020. This report also provides the KMC sections that the structure
is in non-compliance with and recommendations for abatement or correction.

15.04.020 Finding and report by city officials.

Whenever any official of the city, such as the fire chief, fire marshal, police chief, building inspector,
electrical inspector, plumbing inspector or sanitarian, shall, after inspection, find a building, premises,
open lot, basement or area to be a dangerous structure or condition or fire hazard or health hazard or
public nulsance, he shall forthwith render to the city manager a full report of the reasons why such
structure or premises should be corrected, demolished or abated, including in his report all violations of
this code or any rule or regulation issued hereunder, together with his recommendation in full as to
correcting, altering, repairing, demolishing or removing such structure.

(Prior code § 10.05.010(a)).

Definitions

This property has been deemed a health hazard and public nuisance as defined by KMC
section.

15.04.010 Definitions.

For the purposes of this chapter:

A.  "Fire hazard" means any building or structure which, for want of proper repairs, or by reason
of age or dilapidated condition or by reason of poorly installed electrical wiring or equipment,
defective chimneys, defective heating apparatus or any other cause or reason, is especially
liable to fire, or which building or structure is so situated or occupied as to endanger any other
building or property or human life. The term shall also mean and include any building or
structure containing any combustible or explosive material, rubbish, rags, waste, oils, gasoline
or inflammable substance of any kind, especially liable to cause fire or endanger the safety of
such building, premises or human life,

B.  "Health hazard" means and includes any building or structure which shall be keptor
maintained or shall be in a filthy or unsanitary condition especially liable to cause the spread
of contagious or infectious disease or diseases, or permitting foul odors or obnoxious or
poisonous gases to escape from said building.

Materials attached to Dick Curtis, House # 671, Notice Page 1 of 46



€. "Public nuisance" means any building or structure whose condition has been allowed by the
owner to deteriorate to a point where it affects the rights enjoyed by citizens of the city, to
which rights every citizen is entitled, namely the safety of life, limb and property. The terms
shall also mean and include any building or structure In such weak or weakened condition, or
dilapidated or deteriorated condition, as to endanger any person or property, or which Is an
"unsafe building" as defined by section 203 of the Uniform Building Code.

(Prior code § 10.05.010(b),(c),{d)).

D. A nonconforming use or structure shall not be changed so as to increase the extent or degree
of its nonconformity.

(Ord. 80-14 § 1 (part), 1980: prior code § 13.35.020).

Areas of non-compliance

The following is a list of KMC sections that the structure is currently in violation of:
17.28.020 Nuisance effects and hazards.

A.  Notwithstanding any provision of this title to the contrary, no person may establish or maintain any
use of land or a structure that causes or reasonably may be expected to cause noise, vibration,
smoke, dust or other particulate matter, humidity, heat or glare, at or beyond any lot line on which
the use is located, to a degree that prevents the reasonable use of other land or structures in
accordance with this title, or that is injurious to the public health, safety, convenience or welfare.

B.  Before a building permit is issued for a use of or structure that may have the effects described in
subsection A of this section, the commission shall determine whether it will have those effects. The
building permit shall not be issued unless the commission finds that, through the use of mitigating
measures or otherwise, the proposed use will not have such effects.

(Ord. 80-14 § 1 (part), 1980: prior code § 13,30.020).

Materials attached to Dick Curtis, House # 671, Notice Page 2 of 46
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Joseph W. Evans
City Attorney
Jjoe@jicevanslar.com

Valerie V. Evans
Legal Assistant

valerie@jiceranslaic.com

Friday
October 6, 2023
[Hand-delivered]

(RIS TRVA N TUR £ TR PN

Dickie Curltis
House # 671
Caribou Drive
Kotzebue, Alaska

Re: Your Property — House 671, Caribou Drive - is a Public Health and Safety Hazard, Fire Hazard
and Public Nuisance Subject to KMC Chapter 15.04, Dangerous Structures and Premises

Dear Mr. Curtis:

You have completely and totally ignored my letter of July 25, 2023, a copy of which is attached
hereto and incorporated by reference herein. As a result, the City of Kotzebue is required to take
the following actions.

Property Clean-Up: Starting next week — October 9™ to October 13" — the City of Kotzebue
Public Works Department will begin the process of removing the garbage, sewage, and waste from
your property. In order to have access to the garbage, sewage, and waste on your property, it will
be necessary to excavate many of the willows on your property and pile them on your property.
Once that is done, the pallets and wood debris on your property will be removed so that the City’s
equipment can access the garbage, sewage, and waste on your property. Then, the garbage, sewage
and waste will be removed and taken out to the City’s sewage lagoon. Once at the sewage lagoon,
the plastic bags will have to be individually opened. inspected for non-sewage waste and that non-
sewage waste removed before the sewage can be disposed of in the sewage lagoon. This clean-up
process will involve the use of City equipment — bulldozer, loader, excavator, and dump truck —
and three to five City employees working a minimum of 100+ hours. You will be billed for these
expenses which will be in the $20,000.00 range. If you do not pay the bill for these services, the
City will reduce the amount owed to a Court judgment and execute on your PDF and any other
assets you may have to satisfy the amount owed to the City.

Kotzebue Municipal Code (*KMC™), Chapter 15.04, Dangerous Structures and Premises:

Once the clean-up process of your property has been completed, the City will start the process of
condemning your property so that your house can be demolished. See, KMC Chapter 15.04, a copy
of which is attached hereto and incorporated by reference herein. You should start making
arrangement for alternative housing/living quarters.

Materials attached to Di€k Buitis,BHouse"#i871)1Notice Page 4 of 46
(360) 782-2118 « Fax (360) 782-2419



Letter of October 6, 2023 to Dickie Curtis, House # 671
Re: Clean-up/KMC 15.04
Page 2 of 2

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,
CITY OF KOTZEBUE

e (&UO]Q;,)
Jnsc}g V. Evans
City Attorney
(360) 981-5508 [cell]

joela jwevanslaw.com

Attachments: (1) Letter of July 25, 2023 (with photos) [5 pages]
(2) KMC Chapter 15.04 [four pages]

cc: Tessa Baldwin, City Manager
Chelsea Sieh, Finance Director
Roger Rouse, Chief of Police and Acting City Manager
Chloe Belflower, Acting Fire Chief
Russ Ferguson, Public Works Director
Sam Atkinson, City Planner
Darilyn Nelson, Community Service Officer
Lorlie Brown, House # 670

Materials attached to Dick Curtis, House # 671, Notice Page 5 of 46



Joseph W, Evans

City Attorney
,[c OTZER[T Joe@jwevanslmo.com
Tuesday
‘ July 25, 2023 )
|i [Hand-delivered] Valerie V. Evans

Legel Assistant
valerie@jwevanslaw.com
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Dickie Curtis
House # 671
Caribou Drive
Kotzebue, Alaska

Re: IMMEDIATE ORDER TO CEASE AND DESIST/ABORT PUBLIC HEALTH
HAZARD/CLEAN UP PROPERTY

Dear Mr. Curtis:

Your property is a public health hazard and the land around your home must be cleaned up
immediately. See, photos attached to this email.

History of your property: Over the past 2 Y2 years, the Fire Department ambulance has responded
to house 671 Caribou Drive 15 times for 9 different adults (three of which have been deceased).
The dates of responses are: 12/15/19, 9/30/20, 10/9/20, 2/2/21, 8/13/21, 9/5/21, 10/31/21, 11/8/21,
11/8/21, 11/15/21, 3/10/22, 4/1/22, 11/13/22, 12/27/22, and 3/5/23. The unclean condition of your
residence, inside and out, is a health and safety concern for occupants and responders. The only
entrance is in the back of the structure. One must walk over broken pallets--past, around, and
through garbage, sewage, and waste--to get to the doorway. In the winter, a glacier of human urine
is unavoidable when entering. Obstacles render a wheeled-stretcher useless and moving patients
with the aid of a backboard that far is a challenge. The front entrance is boarded shut. Most of
the windows are either broken or boarded over. The intetior of the home is torn apart and covered
in filth. The black grime on floors and other surfaces that sticks to boots is especially notable. The
only heat source has been an improperly installed woodstove. There is no electricity in
use. Considering the dilapidation, a hazardous heat source, and only one entrance/exit the risk and
chance of fire is extremely high. Many fires have caused deaths in places like this in
Kotzebue. You MUST make a change before another tragic event occurs. (As you know you have
been repeatedly cited for the deplorable condition of your property.)

Enough is enough! You have until the elose of business on Friday, August 4% to remove all of
trash, waste, sewage, etc., from your property. If you fail to do so by that date, the City Public
Works Department will plan to clean up your property and bill you for the time and equipment
used in this effort. It is estimated that such a clean-up will cost you in excess of $2,000.00

consideting the deplorable condition of your property and the difficulty of accessing the mess you
have created.

H i B 9 1 H
Materials attached to Dl&%sgmzﬁisﬂgﬁﬁ)ﬁmbﬂohce Page 6 of 46



Letter of July 25, 2023, to Dickie Curtis, House # 671

Re: Cease and Desist/Abort Public health Hazard/Clean Up Property
Page 2 of 2

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. If you fail to regard this ORDER,
the City will also pursue condemuing your property as a public health hazard and seek to have it
demolished to protect yourself, other residents of your home and residents along Caribou Drive.
Should you ignore this letter and ORDER, you do so at your own peril and will be subject to all
efforts by the City to stop your endangering yourself and others.

Sincerely,
CITY OF KOTZEBUE

Joseﬁf\vaans

City Attorney
(360) 981-5508 [cell]

joe@jwevanslaw.com

Attachments: Three (3) photos of House # 671 taken July 19, 2023

cc: Tessa Baldwin, City Manager
Chelsea Sieh, Finance Director, and Acting City Manager

Roger Rouse, Chief of Police and Acting City Manager
Kelly Marcus, Fire Chief

Russ Ferguson, Public Works Director
Darilyn Nelson, Community Service Officer
Lorlie Brown, House # 670

Materials attached to Dick Curtis, House # 671, Notice Page 7 of 46
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Title 15 - BUILDINGS AND CQNSTRUCI'ION
Chapter 15.04 DANGEROUS STRUCTURES AND PREMISES

Chapter 15.04 DANGEROUS STRUCTURES AND PREMISES
Sections:

15.04.010 Definitions.

For the purposes of this chapter:

A.  "Fire hazard" means any building or structure which, for want of praper repalrs, or by reason of age or
dilapidated condition or by reason of poorly installed electrical wiring or equipment, defective
chimneys, defective heating apparatus or any other cause or reason, is especially liable to fire, or which
building or structure is so situated or occupied as to endanger any other building or property or human
life. The term shall also mean and include any building or structure containing any combustible or
explosive material, rubbish, rags, waste, oils, gasoline or inflammable substance of any kind, especially
liable to cause fire or endanger the safety of such building, premises or human life.

B. "Health hazard" means and includes any building or structure which shall be kept or maintained or
shall be in a filthy or unsanitary condition especially liable to cause the spread of contagious or
infectious disease or diseases, or permitting foul odors or obnoxious or poisonous gases to escape from
said building.

C. "Public nulsance" means any building or structure whose condition has been allowed by the owner to
deterlorate to a point where it affects the rights enjoyed by citizens of the city, to which rights every
citizen is entitled, namely the safety of life, limb and property. The terms shall also mean and include
any building or structure in such weak or weakened condition, or dilapidated or deteriorated condition,
as to endanger any person or property, or which is an "unsafe building" as defined by section 203 of
the Uniform Building Code. :

(Prior code § 10.05.010(b),(c},(d}).

15.04.020 Finding and report by city officials.

Whenever any official of the city, such as the fire chief, fire marshal, police chief, building inspector, electrical
inspector, plumbling inspector or sanitarian, shall, after inspection, find a building, premises, open lot, basement or
area to be a dangerous structure or condition or fire hazard or health hazard or public nuisance, he shall forthwith
render to the city manager a full report of the reasons why such structure or premises should be corrected,
demolished or abated, including in his report all violations of this code or any rule or regulation issued hereunder,

together with his recommendation in full as to correcting, altering, repairing, demolishing or removing such
structure,

(Prior code & 10,05.010(a)).

15.04.030 Findings of city manager.

Upon recelpt of the report of the administrative official, the city manager shall make his written findings in
the matter, excepting, adopting or modifying the subordinate administrative official's reports.

(Prior code § 10.05.020).

Kotzebue, Alaska, Code of Ordinances
(Supp. No. 13, Rev.)

Created: 2021-11-05 16:07:56 [EST]

Page 1of4
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15.04.040 Notice to abate or correct—To whom given.

The city manager shall cause a written notice to be given to the person creating, causing, committing or
maintaining said dangerous condition, nuisance or hazard, if such person be known, or to the owner, tenant or
person in possession or control of the premises upon which the dangerous condition, nuisance or hazard exists, or
on the premises abutting the public place upon which the nuisance or other hazard exists,

(Prior cade § 10.05.030).

15.04.050 Notice to abate or correct—Posting and service—Content.

A.  The notice provided for in Section 15.04.040 shall be given In either of the following ways:

1. By posting the notice in a conspicuous place upon the premises, or upon a public sidewalk, street or
other thoroughfare on the same side and in front of the premises, upon which or abutting the public
place upon which the nuisance exists;

2. By personally serving such person responsible for the nulsance or such owner, tenant, or person in
possession or control in the manner required for service of summons,

B. The notice shall be headed, "NOTICE TO ABATE OR CORRECT DANGEROUS NUISANCE" or "NOTICE TO ABATE
OR CORRECT EITHER FIRE OR HEALTH HAZARD" in letters not less than one inch In height. The notice, in
legible wording, shall further direct the abatement, correction, demolition or removal of the dangerous
condition, nulsance or hazard. '

C.  The notice shall also specify a date at least thirty days from date of the notice at which public hearing will be
had before the city council, sitting as a hoard of adjustment, on the question of abatement, condemnation,
altering, repairing, demolition, or removal of the dangerous condition, nuisance or hazard. A copy of the city
manager's findings shall accompany the notice of the hearing where the notice can be served personally as
provided in subdivision (A){2) of this section.

(Prior code § 10.05.040 (a},(b),{c),(d)).

15.04.060 Objections to findings.

Any person having an interest In the property, subject to proceedings before the board of adjustment, may
submit his written objections to the findings of the city manager by filing such objections with the city manager at
any time prior to the public hearing.

(Prior code § 10,05.040(e)).

15.04.070 Public hearing,

After notice Is given in the manner specified by Section 15.04.050, a public hearing shall be had regardless of
whether or not objections to the findings of the city manager are submitted. At the hearing, any person having an
interest in the property may appear in person or by agent or attorney. The chairman or acting chairman of the
board of adjustment may administer oaths and compel the attendance of witnesses. Record shall be kept of the
proceedings by a competent stenographer or by a mechanical or electrical recording device.

(Prior code & 10.05.050(part)).

Created: 2021-11-05 16:07;:56 [EST]
(Supp. No. 13, Rev.)

Page 2 of 4
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15.04.080 Board of adjustment findings—Removal or demolition.

After the hearing is concluded, the board of adjustment shall enter its findings In the matter and may provide
by ordinance for the condemnation of any building which has been found to be a fire or health hazard or public
nulsance and to order or cause the removal or demolition of such building; provided, however, that the owner
shall be given at least thirty days after the hearing within which to remove the objectionable butlding or buildings
before the city may proceed to do so.

The cost incurred by the city in demalishing or removing the objectionable building or buildings, or condition,
shall be chargeable to the property first against the salvageable material, which may be sold at public auction, and
the balance of cost, if any, against the land, the same as taxes.

(Prior code § 10.05.050 (part)).

15.04.090 Board of adjustment findings—Correction.

In the event that the board determines that a dangerous condition, public nuisance, fire or health hazard
exists which may be corrected or made safe without the necessity of demolition or removal of the building, the
board shall allow alteration, repair or reconstruction of the building under such terms and conditions as the board
may find proper.

{(Prior code § 10.05.050 (part)).

15.04.100 Board of adjustment findings—Ordinance—Compliance.

The board, after the public hearing, shall adopt an ordinance containing its findings. If removal or demolition
of the structure Is provided for and ordered, the owner, tenant or person in possession or cantrol of the property
shall have at least thirty days from the date of such public hearing so to doj; if repairs, alterations or reconstruction
is permitted by the board, the work may be done within such time and under such terms and conditions as the
board may specify.

{Prior code § 10.05.060).

15.04.110 Failure to comply—City enforcement.

if the owner, tenant or person in possession or control of the property fails to comply with the ordinance or
any provisions contained therein for removal or demolition, repair or alteration within the prescribed time, or fails
to appeal from the board's order, the city manager shall enforce all provisions of the ordinance with city
employees. The cost of such abatement shall be chargeable against the property, first against the salvaged
material which may be sold at public auction, and the balance of cost, If any, to be filed as a lien upon the real
property and enforced as such.

(Prior code § 10.05.070).

15.04.120 Appeals to court.

Appeals may be taken by person aggrieved, or any officer or department head or by any administrative
official of the city. Such appeal shall be taken within twenty days from the adoption of the ordinance containing
the findings and order of the board. Such appeal may be taken by filing with the city clerk, a notice of appeal,
which notice shall specify the ground of such appeal. Upon filing of the notice of appeal, as herein provided, the

Created: 2021-11-85 16:07:56 [EST)
(Supp. No. 13, Rev.)

Page 3 of 4
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clerk shall forthwith transmit to the Superior Court Clerk of the judicial district in which the controversy arises, the
original or certified copies of all papers constituting the record in the case, together with the ordinance containing
the order, decision or ruling of the board of adjustment.

(Prior code § 10.05.080).

15.04.130 Violation—Penalty.

Any person who is the owner of, or is in possession of, or in responsible charge of any building or structure
which is a fire hazard, a health hazard or a public nuisance within the city, and who knowingly suffers or permits
any such building or structure to be or remain a fire hazard, a health hazard or a public nuisance shall, upon
conviction thereof, be fined not to exceed one hundred dollars or imprisoned not to exceed ten days, or both fined
and imprisoned, in the judgment of the court. Each day on which any violation is allowed to continue shall be
considered a separate offense and is punishable as such.

(Prior code § 10.05.090).

Created: 2021-11-85 16:07:
(Supp. No. 13, Rev.) reaty 87156 (EST]

Page4 of 4
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City of Kotzebue, Alaska

Police Department

258B Third Avenue Box 550 Kotzebue, AK 99752-0550
Office: 907-442-3539  Fax: 907-442-3357

Woteehae Pajp

BT
‘5\’!!&\1 dy

i

Roger Rouse, Chief of Police

MEMORANDUM

To: Tessa Baldwin, Kotzebue City Manager.
From: Roge(' i%ou'se, Kotzebue City Chief of Police

Date: 01/02/2024

Reference: Notifications and Citation in Reference to House 671

As per your request I have compiled the notice(s) and citation provided to Dickie Cuntis at house 671
regarding his city code 8.03.010 violations, Please see the attachment listings for specifics but as a

general overview I have listed the contacts below,

06/07/2023 — Mz, Dickie Cutis given verbal warning regarding city code 8.03.010 violations.
06/21/2023 — Mr. Dickie Curtis was issued a citation after two weeks of no apparent action towards

correcting the 8,03.010 violations,

07/25/2023 — Abatement paperwork hand delivered by CSO Darilyn Nelson to Mr, Dickie Curtis at

house 671 and Ms, Lorlie Brown at house 670.

10/02/2023 — CSO Darilyn Nelson sent to take photos of 08,03.010 violations at house 671,

10/06/2023 — Updated abatement paperwork hand delivered by Officer Donovan Chappel to Mt.

Dickie Curtis, house 671, Ms. Lorlie Brown, house 670 and Mr., and Mrs. Funk, house 661.

Attachments;
Call for Service 23-003287
Citation: 000001657
7/31/2023 email of hand delivered paperwork.
Abatement Paperwork dated 7/25/2023.
Call for Service 23-005765
Updated Abatement Paperwork dated 10/06/2023,

Materials attached to Dick Curtis, House # 671, Notice
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KOTZEBUE POLICE DEPARTMENT Call For Service

258B THIRD AVENUE Event Detail Page
PO BOX 550 Evert # Print Dale
KOTZEBUE, AK 99752 ven 23-003287 01/02/2024
Pl 06/07/2023 | P Wednesday | ™ 14:40:00 |Dpacherld  ppra |Aeny  gpp |Seurce p
Beat 600 Seclor RESIDE District KOTZEB Incldent #
Fire # Med # Qther Ine. #1 QOther Inc. #2
-
= |Address g7q CARIBOU DR
Q@ |Localon g7¢ CARIBOU DR
L|>.| Counly 4 NWA Slale AK
— S s ORMATIONE T e
oy ON, DARILYN //
O [tocalon 2588 Third Av, Kotzebus, AK
QD |[EE
w e R Tt < PRl i : . |
. unt KPD i . Tolal Consumed
Officer D DLNQ ACO Darllyn Nel i Pkt all
(o) icar arilyn Nelson Officer ID assoclated Units ¢
L [Dispachmime  06/07/2023 14:40:00 Dlopatoh Time 4
c=u Enonte Time ~ 06/07/2023 14:40:00 Enroule Time
U Ariiva Time 06/07/2023 14:40:00 Arrive Time Dispach 1D PETA
Clear Time Clear Tline

= SaE
.?'-;_1 = oty Tesiy
A e N e

Type

Priority

Descriplion ;

I1'll be out at house 671 to issuam a city ceode violation

Disposilion  CIT Citation {ssued EMD Code

Comments (Gave a verbal warning to Dickie Curtis regarding clty code 8.03.010 violation; for trash
and hazardous wasfe an property.

Dickie agraed he needs to throw away the trash that is on his property and told me he is
waiting for the water to be removed from his property to pick up the remaining trash on
the back of his residence. He sald he can start taking the bags from the top and get them
"taken care of",

The ¢ty Is pumping water from the property and I noticed a lot of water In the backyard
that still needs to be pumped out along with a huge pile of garbage bags full of waste
and trash.

He was informed If he doesnt clean his yard he will be issued a cifation for city code
violatlon for hazardous materlal on his property or they city will have no cholce to come
and clean his yard and fine him for the costs of cleaning. He understood and complied
to the warning.

K9/DN

Citation Issued on 06/21/2023 in regards of violating said city code after two weeks of no
visible cleaning to the hazardous waste and trash. Citation amount $300 and informed
Mr Curtis the clfy will be In contact to clean the area and will clte him the costs for the ¢l

R =< 7 €

[had BRI ok
CrimeSlar® Law Enforcs



ean up which will be separate than the citation Issued today.
CIT#0007, Citation#000001657
K9/DN

Morerigle-attacher to Dick Curtis, HoypmiiiinhatiRmuy "=oe 17 of 4°
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KOTZEBUE POLICE DEPARTMENT Citation
2588 THIRD AVENUE Detail Page
PO BOX 6560 —
Citatlon i Cliatlon Type Print Date

KOTZEBUE, AK 89762 000001657 01/02/2024

Dale -Day Time Officer ID Agency

06/07/2023 Wednesday 14:40 DLNO ACO Darllyn Nelson KPD
Beal 600 Sactor RESID Dislricl KOTZ Qther # CIT#0007 Incident #

eealion 871’ CARIBOU DR

._,.q._.‘_v ._.__._..__..__..,_,_,__._..._.ﬂ_._._‘_f._.—-_T. S T i —

. SUBJECTIINFORMATION

Name

cunns | D!CJ

License

Addess 671 Caribou Dr Apertment
z ClyiSTiZip  KOTZEBUE AK 99752-0386
Home Fhone 907 4712-1895 Work Phone Cell Phone
O Employer
p= | Address
I'E Gity/STrzZip
F D.0.B. 08/31/1958 Sex M Racaf HT 5-02 WT 135 Halr BRO Eyas BLK DL Class
s 6046587 1D ONLY  Sae gg | 5"0"**me" Rl iotions

Year

Color

Comment

adar Auc!deni ;

TR RT T T _._-.-..]

VIoiatlon

Description

cnnstrunllun Zona N Raoadway nghllng
N N Consl Zn Occupled Af
Radar( Lene
LaserID:

Flne Surcharge PoInt3|

KMC 08.03.020 KMC 08.03.020 - Liftering Prohibited 300.00

Materialsattached to Dick Curtis,

Nemafia® | aw Fnlairamen] Rozacda Mananasan! Rualam
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KOTZEBUE POLICE DEPARTMENT Citation

258B THIRD AVENUE Notes Page
PO BOX 550 Citation # Print Dale
KOTZEBUE, AK 89762 000001657 01/02/2024
Courl Date Courl Time Officer ID DLNO Agency KPD
GourtID

waste oh propetty.

Dickie agreed he needs to throw away the trash that is on his property and told me he is waiting for the
water to be removed from his property te plck up the remaining trash an the back of his residence. He
sald he can start taking the bags from the top and get them “taken care of",

The clty Is pumplng water from the property and I noticed a lot of water In the backyard that stifl needs
to be pumped out along with a huge pile of garbage bags full of waste and trash.

He was Informed if he doesnt clean his yard he will be Issued a citation for city code violation for

hazardous material on his property or they city will have no choice to come and clean his yard and fine
him for the costs of ¢cleaning. He understood and complled fo the warning.

K9/DN

Citation issued on 06/21/2023 in regards of violating said city cade after two weeks of no visible
cleaning to the hazardaus waste and trash. Citation amount $300 and informed Mr Curtis the city will be

in contact to clean the area and will cite him the costs for the clean up which will be separate than the
citation Issued today.

K9/DN

Materials.attached to Dick Curtis, Hoygq i it uMabiGRmuy Page 19 of 46
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ovzeboa gy, .
\\@ J};’,{”ﬂ City of Kotzebue, Alaska
& Police Department
258B Third Avenuc Box 550 Kotzebue, AK 99752-0550
Office: 907-442-3539  TFax: 907-442-3357
‘ www.kotzebnepolice,com
ek Roger L. Rouse, Chief of Police

Caset: 22— 0 032K T Date: 0f 0 [ 20223 Time: |4 140

Defendant: {2i ¢\ Cysi s DOB: D'B’/‘_%{ {16\3‘3 ID#; werws R Stater Ak

Address (Residonce): Lol | Cori koo che

Mailing Address: . 0. Box 3L W

Home Photie: Go1-<b12- | 89 Work Phone:

KOTZEBUE MUNICIPAL CODE VIOLATION: % - O3, O &

PROBABLE CAUSE, STATEMENT
Conyacred Dicliz onm  hune THA remwrc‘:l'm@ Gty ode iolat on
Lo Avisn and azardewns waste on WS propertel. i ckio  was qiven
2N dB el prewerty  withondt any) thunages on b9 [207.2

-

EENALTIES AND FINES

PENALTY / FINE AMOUNT: § 500,06

® 120,030 - Violatlons—¥ine—Separate offenscs. ;
Every act and violatlon of this code is declared unlawful unless another penalty Is expreasly provided by this cade for any partlcular provislon
o1 scetion, every person convieted of & violation of any provision of (his cade, or any rule or regututlon adopled ox Jssued in pursuance thereof
shall be punished by a fine of not more than threo hundred dollays, Lvery nct of violntlon and every day upon which such violation shall aceur
shall constitute a separate offense, (Ovd, 91-15 § 2 (part), 1991: Ord. 81-2 (part), 1981 prior code § 1.05.080 (part)),

®  1.20.040 ~ Civll penalty.
The clty may Institule a ¢lv)] actlon against a person who violates any provision of this code for any rule or regulation adopted or Issued In
pursuance thereof, In addltlon to injunctive and compensatory reliof civil penslty not to excecd one thousand dollars may be imposed for each
violation, (Ord. 91-15 § 2 (parr), 1991),

& 120,050 - Surcharge,
A. Iniaddltlnn to any fine or other penalty preserlbad by law, a defendant who pleads guilty or nolo contendere to, farfeits bail for, or s
convicted of &
L. Violation of a munlelpal ordinance comparable to a misdemeanor offense under A.S. 28.33.030, 28,33.031, A 8. 26.35.030, or 28.35,032 and
ndopted under A.S, 28,01.010, shall be assessed a surcharge of seventy-five dollars.
2. Vlolatlon of a munlcipal ordinanee Ifa sentenee of Incarceratlon may be imposed for the oydinanee violation, other than a provision
identified in subseclion (A)(1) of this section, shall be assessed a surcharge of forty-five dollars,
3. A violatlon of a municipal ordinance if a sentence of incarcerntion may not bo imposed for the ordinance violation shall be nssessed a
surcharge of fifteen dollara if the fine ox bail forfolture amount for the offense Is thirty dollars or more,
B, The surcharge collected under Section 1,20,050 shnfl he deposiied Into the general fund of the stnte and accounted for under A.8. 37,05.142,
GCi A citatlon issued under A.S. 12.25.180 must indicate the amount of ball or fine and the surcharge applicable to the offense.
(Ord. 99-3 § 1, 1998),

I have probable canse to believe the defendant committed the above offense. [ certity under penalty of perjury that the
above information is true and correct and that I personally served this oitatlon on the defendant,

i | Danlvn Nejson 0560/ O (212023
's Sigrmature C80's Name Printed ID ° Date Served

' r Pay at City Hall. Make oheok/inoney order payable to:
Mategglg atQch]ed to DicK'@urti¥),Bhléiiset# 67P5Notice Page 20 of 46




Roger Rouse

From: Joe Evans <outlook_1CB75C0800483E07 @outlook.com> on behalf of Joe Evans
<joe@jwevanslaw.com>

Sent: Monday, July 31, 2023 7:35 AM

To: Darilyn Nelson

Cc: Roger Rouse

Subject: Re: Paperwork house 670 & 671

CSO Nelson,

Taikuul

Joe Evans

From: Darilyn Nelson <DNelson@Kotzebue,org>
Sent: Tuesday, July 25, 2023 1:49 PM

To: Joe Evans <joe@jwevanslaw.com>

Cc: Roger Rouse <RRouse@Kotzebue.org>
Subject: Paperwork house 670 & 671

Good afternoon,

| was able to drop off both coples to Mrs. Brown and Mr. Curtis at houses 670 and 671.

Darilyn Nelsan

Community Service Officer
Kotzebue Police Department
258B Third Avenue, P.Q. Box 550
Kotzebue, AK 99752-0550
Office: 907-442-3351

Fax: 507-442-3357

Materials attached to Dick Curtis, House # 671, Notice Page 21 of 46



Joseph W, Livans
City Attorney
CITY OF Joe@jwsvanslaw.com
Tuesday
July 25, 2023

4 Valevie V. Evans
[Hand-delivered] Legal Assistant

vnlerie@jwevanslib,com

“Caleway o the Arciic”

Dickie Curtis
House # 671
Caribou Drive
Kotzebue, Alaska

Re: IMMEDIATE ORDER TO CEASE AND DESIST/ABORT PUBLIC HEALTH
HAZARD/CLEAN UP PROPERTY

Dear Mr. Curtis:

Your propetty is a public health hazard and the land around your home must be cleaned up
immediately. See, photos attached to this email.

History of your property: Over the past 2 Y years, the Fite Department ambulance has responded
to house 671 Caribou Drive 15 times for 9 different adults (three of which have been deceased).
The dates of responses are: 12/15/19, 9/30/20, 10/9/20, 2/2/21, 8/13/21, 9/5/21, 10/31/21, 11/8/21,
11/8/21, 11/15/21, 3/10/22, 4/1/22, 11/13/22, 12/27/22, and 3/5/23. The unclean condition of your
residence, inside and out, is a health and safety concern for occupants and responders. The only
entrance is in the back of the structure, One must walk over broken pallets--past, around, and
through garbage, sewage, and waste--to get to the doorway. In the winter, a glacier of human urine
is unavoidable when entering. Obstacles render a wheeled-stretcher useless and moving patients
with the aid of a backboard that far is a challenge. The front entrance is boarded shut. Most of
the windows are either broken or boatded over. The intetior of the home is torn apart and covered
in filth. The black grime on floors and other surfaces that sticks to boots is especially notable, The
only heat source has been an improperly installed woodstove. There is no electiicity in
use. Considering the dilapidation, a hazardous heat source, and only one entrance/exit the risk and
chance of fire is extremely high. Many fires have caused deaths in places like this in
Kotzebue. You MUST make a change before another tragic event occuts. (As you know you have
been repeatedly cited for the deplorable condition of your property,)

Enough is enough! You have until the close of buginess on Friday, August 4" ¢o vemove all of
trash, waste, sewage, etc., from your property. If you fail to do so by that date, the City Public
Works Department will plan to clean up your property and bill you for the time and equipment
used in this effort. It is estimated that such a clean-up will cost you in excess of $2,000.00

considering the deplorable condition of your property and the difficulty of accessing the mess you
have created,

P.O. Box 519 ¢ Bremerton, WA 90337-0124.
Materials attached to Dick @urtisjiHouses# @21y Notice Page 22 of 46



Letter of July 25,2023, to Piekie Curtis, House #f 671

Re: Cense and Desist/Abort Publie health Hazavd/Clean Up Prapertly
Page2of2

I£ you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me, [Fyou fail to

the City will also pursue conc
demalished (o proteet yowself,
Should you ignore this leter and
elforts by the City lo stop your endangering yoursell and others,

Sincerely,
CITY OF KOTZEBUR

7 (]
¢ %}Q.. (A
Joscg\» V. Jivans
City Atlorney

(360) 9815508 [cell]

joelniwevanshiw.com

Altachments: Three (3) photos of House i 671 taken July 19,2023

ce: T'essa Baldwin, City Manager
Chelsea Sieh, Finance Director, and Acting City Manager
Roger Rouse, Chief of Police and Acting Cily Manager
Kelly Marcus, Iire Chiel
Russ Ferguson, Public Works Director
Darilyn Nelson, Community Service Officer
Lorlie Brown, House #f 670

Materials attached to Dick Curtis, House # 671, Notice

lemning your property as a public health hazavd

ORDER, you do 5o al your own peril and wil

egard this ORDER,
and seek (o have il
other residents of your home and residents along Caribou Drive,

| be subject to all

Page 23 of 46
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Title 15 - BUILDINGS AND CONSTRUCTION
Chapter 15.04 DANGEROUS STRUCTURES AND PREMISES

Chapter 15.04 DANGEROUS STRUCTURES AND PREMISES

i5,04,010 Definitlons.

For the purposes of this chapter:

A.

"Five hazard" means any bullding or structure which, for want of proper repalrs, or by reason of age or
dilapidated condition or by reason of poorly installed electrical wiring or equipment, defective
chimneys, defective heating apparatus or any other cause or reason, Is especially liable to fire, or which
building or structure s so situated or occupied as to endanger any other bullding or property or human
life. The term shall also mean and Include any bullding or structure containing any combustible or
explosive materlal, rubblsh, rags, waste, olls, gasaline or Inflammable substance of any kind, especlally
liable to cause fire or endanger the safety of such bullding, premises or human life.

“Health hazard" means and Includes any building or structure which shall be kept or malntained or
shall be in a filthy or unsanitary condition especially llable to cause the spread of contagious or
infectlous disease or diseases, or permitting foul odors or obnoxlous or polsonous gases to escape from
sald bullding,

"public nulsance” means any building or structure whose condition has been allowed by the owner to
deterlorate to a point where It affects the rights enjoyed by citizens of the clty, to which rights every
citizen Is entitled, namely the safety of life, limb and property. The terms shall also mean and Include
any building or structure In such weak or weakened conditlon, or dilapidated or deterlorated conditlion,
as to endanger any person or property, or which is an "unsafe building" as defined by section 203 of
the Uniform Bullding Code,

‘Prior code § 10.05.010(b),{c},{d}}.

15.04.020 Finding and report by city officials.

Whenever any official of the city, such as the fire chlef, fire marshal, police chief, building inspector, electrical
nspector, plumbing inspector or sanitarlan, shall, after Inspection, find a building, premises, open [ot, basement or
area to he a dangerous structure or condition or fire hazard or health hazard or public nuisance, he shall forthwith
-ender to the city manager a full report of the reéasans why such structure or premises should be corrected,
demolished or abated, Including In his report all violations of this code or any rule or regulation Issued hereunder,
together with his recommendation In full as to correcting, altering, repalring, demollshing or removing such

structure,

[Prior code § 10.05.010(a)).

15.04,030 Findings of city manager.

Upon recelpt of the report of the administrative officlal, the city manager shall make his written findings In
the matter, excepting, adopting or modifylng the subordinate administrative officlal's reports.

\Prior code § 10.05.020).

Alaska, Code of Ordinances Created; 2021-11-85 16167156 [EST)

13, Rev.)

Pagelof4
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15,04.040 Notlce to abate or correct—To whom glven.

The clty manager shall cause a written notice to be given to the person creating, causing, committing or
malntaining said dangerous conditlon, nulsance or hazard, If such person be known, or to the owner, tenant or
person in possesslon or control of the premises upon which the dangerous condition, nulsance or hazard exists, or
oh the premises abutting the public place upan which the nulsance or other hazard exists,

(Prior code § 10.05.030).

15.04.050 Notice to abate or correct—Posting and service—Content.

A.  The notice provided for in Sectlon 15.04.040 shall be given In either of the following ways:

1. By posting the notice in a consplcuous place upon the premises, or upon a public slidewalk, street or
other thaoroughfare on the same side and In front of the premises, upon which or abutting the public
place upon which the nuisance exists;

2. By personally serving such persan responsible for the nuisance or such owner, tenant, or person in
possession or cantral In the manner required for service of summaons,

B.  The notice shall be headed, "NOTICE TO ABATE OR CORRECT DANGEROUS NUISANCE" or "NOTICE TO ABATE
OR CORRECT EITHER FIRE OR HEALTH HAZARD" in letters not less than one Inch In helght. The notice, In
legible wording, shall further direct the abatement, correctlon, demolition or removal of the dangerous
condition, nulsance or hazard.

€.  The notlce shall also speclfy a date at least thirty days from date of the notice at which public hearing wlil be
had before the clty council, sitting as a hoard of adjustment, on the question of abatement, condemnation,
altering, repalring, demolition, or removal of the dangerous condltion, nuisance or hazard. A copy of the city
manager's findings shall accompany the notice of the hearing where the notlce can be served personally as
provided In subdivision (A){2) of thls'section.

(Prior code § 10,05,040 (a),{b),(c),{d)).

15.04.060 Obhjections to findings.

Any person having an Interest In the property, subject to proceedings before the board of adjustment, may
submit his written objections to the findings of the city manager by filing such objections with the city manager at
any time prior to the public hearing.

(Prlor code § 10,05,040(e)).

15.04.070 Public hearing.

After notice Is glven In the manner specifled by Section 15.04.050, a public hearing shall be had regardless of
whether or not objections ta the findings of the city manager are submitted, At the hearing, any person having an
Interest In the property may appear in person or hy agent or attorney. The chalrman or actlng chalrman of the
board of adjustment may administer oaths and compel the attendance of witnesses. Record shall be kept of the
proceedings by a competent stenographer or by a mechanical or electrical recording device.

(Prior code § 10.05.050(part)).

Croated: 2021-11-85 16167;56 (EST)
(Supp. No. 13, Rev.)

Page20f4
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15.04.080 Board of adjustment findings—Removal or demolition.

After the hearing is concluded, the board of adjustment shall enter Its findings in the matter and may provide
by ordinance for the condemnation of any building which has been found to be a fire or health hazard or public
nuisance and to order ot cause the removal or demolition of such bullding; provided, however, that the owner
shall be glven at least thirty days after the hearing within which to remaove the objectionable building or bulldings
before the city may proceed to do so.

The cost incurred by the city In'demolishing or removing the objectionable bullding or buildings, or condition,
shall be chargeable to the property first against the salvageable material, which may be sold at public auction, and
the balance of cost, If any, against the land, the same as toxes,

(Prior code § 10,05.050 {part)).

15.04.090 Board of adjustment findings—Correction.

(n the event that the board determines that a dangerous condition, public nuisance, fire or health hazard
exists which may be corrected or made safe without the necessity of demolition or removal of the buildlng, the

board shall allow alteratlon, repair or reconstruction of the bullding under such terms and conditions as the board
may find proper.

{Prior code § 10.05,050 {part}).

15,04,100 Board of adjustment findings—Ordinance—Compliance.

The board, after the public hearing, shall adopt an ordinance containing its findings. If removal or demalition
of the structure Is provided for and ordered, the owner, tenant or person in possession or control of the property
shall have at teast thirty days from the date of such public hearing so to do; if repalrs, alterations or reconstruction

is permitted by the board, the work may be done within such time and under such terms and conditions as the
board may specify.

(Prior code § 10,05.060).

15.04.110 Fallure to comply—City enforcement,

If the owner, tenant or person In possession or control of the property fails to comply with the ordinance or
any provislons contained therein for removal or demolition, repair or alteration within the prescribed time, or falls
to appeal from the board's order, the clty manager shall enforce all provisions of the ordinance with city
employees, The cost of such abatement shall be chargeable against the property, first against the salvaged
materlal which may be sold at public auction, and the balance of cost, If any, to be filed as a lien upon the real
property and enfarced as such,

{Prior code § 10.05.070).

15.04.120 Appeals to court.

Appeals may be taken by person aggrlevad, or any afficer ar department head or by any administrative
officlal of the city. Such appeal shall be taken within twenty days from the adoption of the ordinance containing
the findings and order of the board. Such appeal may be taken by filing with the city clerk, a notice of appeal,
which notice shall specify the ground of such appeal. Upon filing of the notice of appeal, as hereln provided, the

Created: 2621-11-85 16:07156 (E57]
(Supp. No. 13, Rev.)
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clerk shall forthwith transmit to the Superlor Court Clerk of the Judiclal district in which the controversy arises, the
original or certified coples of all papers constituting the record In the case, together with the ordinance containing
the order, declsion or ruling of the board of adjustment.

(Prior code § 10.,05.080).

15.04.130 Violation—Penalty.

Any person who Is the owner of, or Is in possession of, orin responsible charge of any building or structure
which s a fire hazard, a health hazard or a public nuisance within the city, and who knowingly suffers or permits
any such building or structure to be or remaln a fire hazard, a health hazard or a public nulsance shall, upon
conviction thereof, be fined not to exceed one hundred dollars or Imprisoned not to exceed ten days, or both fined
and Imprisoned, in the judgment of the court, Each day on which any violation Is allowed to continue shall be
consldered a separate offense and is punishable as such.

{Prior code § 10,05.090),

Created: 2021-31- 1072
(Supp_ No. 13' RBV‘) reate 21.31-0% 16:07:56 (€ST]
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KOTZEBUE POLICE DEPARTMENT

Call For Service

258B THIRD AVENUE Event Detail Page
PO BOX 550 Event Print Dale
KOTZEBUE, AK 89762 23-005765 01/02/2024
Dale 40/06/2023 |°%  Friday |T™Me  70:42:42 |PlepeicherlD EgGTAN|Aeeney  Kpp | R
Beat 600 Sedlor RES’DE District KOTZEB Incldent #
Fire # Med # Olher Ine. #1 Other Inc. #2
=)
[ |Address g7 CARIBOU
Q@ |Localion g7¢ CARIBOU
oy |__ov KorzEBuE Couy_1 NWA slalo AK
ﬁ : iy " i3 aTos I et =ik . 2 ' N Rip .1 | ‘-- 1- -‘
(o)) Name CHAPPELL DDNOVAN 11/14!1997
O [fecelon 2588 Third Av, Kotzebus, AK
E Phone 907 442_3351 Requests Conlacl N
g unt KPD Patrof Unit Total Consumed
O |oficerio DMECT Ofc. Donovan... Officer ID s
LL. Dispatch Time  10/06/2023 10:42:40 Dispatch Time 7
——‘a Enoute Tme  10/06/2023 10:42:42 Enroule Time
o Artlve Time 10/06/2023 10:42:42 Arrive Time Dispalch 1D ESTA...
ClearTime  10/06/2023 10: 49 29 Clear Tima
g%"gé]\lbz‘gf&‘vlfﬁgﬁ f:“a ,ll S {e)
Call Type CiViL CML Pnorlly
Descriplion :

serving at 670-

serving Dicky Curtis with civil municipal paperwork at 671

Dispositfon  PAPERS

Comments  Civil municlpal paperwork served.

Kb5/DC

PAPERWORK SERVED (COURT, GIVIL, ETC,)

EMD Code

Materials-attached to Dick Curtis,

CrimeSlar® Law Enforeament Recotda Managemenl Systam

Houmm AN *29¢ 21 of 46



Joseph W. Evans
City Attorney
Jjae@jwevansla.com

Valerie V. Evans

Friday
l..i‘Fal Assi&lmll
L

“ Cidlvway B e Nreadi

Dickie Curtis
House # 671
Caribou Drive
Kotzebue, Alaska

Re: Your Property — House 671, Caribou Drive - is a Public Health and Safety Hazard, Fire Hazard
and Public Nuisance Subject to KMC Chapter 15.04, Dangerous Structures and Premises

Dear Mr. Curtis:

You have completely and totally ignored my letter of July 25, 2023, a copy of which is attached
heteto and incorporated by reference herein. As a result, the City of Kotzebue is required to take
the following actions.

Property Clean-Up: Starting next week — October 9" to October [3"™ — the City of Kotzebue
Public Works Department will begin the process of removing the parbage, sewage, and waste from
your property. In order to have access to the garbage, sewage, and waste on your property, it will
be necessary to excavate many of the willows on your property and pile them on your property.
Once that is done, the pallets and wood debris on your property will be removed so that the City’s
equipment can access the garbage, sewage, and waste on your property. Then, the garbage, sewage
and waste will be removed and taken out to the City’s sewage lagoon. Once at the sewage lagoon,
the plastic bags will have to be individually opened, inspected for non-sewage waste and that non-
sewage waste removed before the sewage can be disposed of in the sewage lagoon, This clean-up
process will involve the use of City equipment — bulldozer, loader, excavator, and dump truck —
and three to five City employees working a minimun of 100+ hours. You will be billed for these
expenses which will be in the $20,000.00 range. If you do not pay the bill for these services, the
City will reduce the amount owed to a Court judgment and execute on your PDF and any other
assets you may have to satisty the amount owed to the City.

Kotzebue Municipal Code (“KMC”), Chapter 15.04, Dangerous Structures and Premises:
Once the clean-up process of your property has been completed, the City will start the process of
condemning your property so that your house can be demolished. See, KMC Chapter 15.04, a copy
of which is attached hereto and incorporated by reference herein. You should start making
arrangement tor allernative housing/living quarters.

. . P.O. Box 519 * Bremerton, WA 98337-0124
Materials attached to Dick Guntis,2House #0672 Notice Page 32 of 46



Letter of Qctober 6, 2023 to Dickic Curtis, House # 671
Re; Clean-up/iKMC 15.04
Page 2 of 2

Il you have any questions, please do nol hesitate lo contact me.

Sincerely,
CITY OF KOTZEBUE

ol
Ly &(\'; €. COOs.0
Joseph/WV. Bvans

Cily Atlorney

(360) 981-5508 [cell]

joetjpwevanslnw.com

Altachments: (1) Letter of July 25, 2023 (with photos) [5 pages]
(2) KMC Chapter 15.04 [four pages)

ce: Tessa Baldwin, City Manager
Chelsea Sich, Finance Director
Roger Rouse, Chiel of Police and Acting City Manager
Chloe Beiflower, Acting Fire Chief’
Russ Ferguson, Public Works Director
Sam Atkinson, City Planner
Darilyn Nelson, Community Service Ofticer
Lorlie Brown, Fouse # 670

Materials attached to Dick Curtis, House # 671, Notice Page 33 of 46



Joseph W, Evans
City Attovaiey
Joe@jwevanalmvcon

CiITY OF

Tuesday
July 25, 2023

i Valevie V. Evan
[Hand-delivered] a Lt:;ﬂ:smm:"“ 8

valerie®jwevanslaw.con

“Chtevoy b the Arciie®

Dickie Curtis
House # 671
Catibou Drive
Kotzebue, Alaska

Re: IMMEDIATE ORDER TO CEASE AND DESIST/ABORT PUBLIC HEALTH
HAZARD/CLEAN UP PROPERTY

Dear M, Curtis:

Your property is a public health hazard and the land around your home must be cleaned up
immediately. See, photos attached to this email.

History of your property: Over the past 2 Y years, the Fire Department ambulance has responded
to house 671 Caribou Drive 15 times for 9 different adults (three of which have been deceased).
The dates of responses are: 12/15/19, 9/30/20, 10/9/20, 2/2/21, 8/13/21, 9/5/21, 10/31/21, 11/8/21,
117821, 11/15/21, 3/10/22, 4/1/22, 11/13/22, 12/27/22, and 3/5/23. The unclean condition of your
residence, inside and out, is a health and safety concern for occupants and responders. The only
entrance is in the back of the structure. One must walk over broken pallets--past, atound, and
through garbage, sewage, and waste--to get to the doorway. In the winter, a glacier of human urine
is unavoidable when entering, Obstacles render a wheeled-stretcher useless and moving patients
with the aid of a backboard that far is a challenge. The front entrance is boarded shut. Most of
the windows are either broken or boarded over. The intetior of the home is torn apart and covered
infilth. The black grime on floots and other surfaces that sticks to boots is especially notable. The
only heat source has been an improperly installed woodstove, There is no electricity in
use, Considering the dilapidation, a hazardous heat source, and only one entrance/exit the risk and
chance of fire is extremely high. Many fires have caused deaths in places like this in
Kotzebue, You MUST make a change before another tragic event occuts. (As you know you have
been repeatedly cited for the deplorable condition of your property,)

Enough is enough! You have until the close of business on Friday, August 4" to remove all of
trash, waste, sewago, etc., from your property. If you fail to do so by that date, the City Public
Works Department will plan to clean up your property and bill you for the time and equipment
used in this effort. It is estimated that such a clean-up will cost you in excess of $2,000.00

considering the deplorable condition of your property and the difficulty of accessing the mess you
have created.

P.O. Box 519 ¢ Bremerton, WA 90337-0124
Materials attached to Dick @urtisjiMous@s# 6219 Notice Page 34 of 46



Letter of July 25, 2023, to Dickle Cuortis, House # 671

Re; Cease nnd Desist/Abort Public health Hazard/Clean Up Property
Page2 of 2

I you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me, [ you [ail to regard this ORDER,
the City will also pursue condemning your property as a public health hazard and seck to have it
demolished to proteet yourself, other residents of your home and residents along Caribou Drive.
Should you ignore this letter and ORDER, you do so al your own peril and will be subjcel to all
efforts by the City to stop your endangering yoursell'and others,

Sincerely,
CITY OF KOTZEBUE

¢
< \38 (AICAN
Joseph-W., Evans

City Attorney

(360) 981-5508 [cell]
joeiwevanslw.com

Allachinents: Three (3) photos of House # 671 taken July 19, 2023

ce: Tessa Baldwin, City Manager
Chelsed Sieh, Finance Director, and Acting City Manager
Roger Rouse, Chiel ol Police and Acting City Manager
Kelly Marcus, Fire Chiel
Russ Ferguson, Public Works Dircctor
Darilyn Nelson, Community Service Officer
Lorlie Brown, House # 670

Materials attached to Dick Curtis, House # 671, Notice Page 35 of 46
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Title 15 - BUILDINGS AND CONSTRUCTION
Chapter 15.04 DANGEROUS STRUCTURES AND PREMISES

Chapter 15.04 DANGEROUS STRUCT URES AND PREMISES

Sectlons:

15,04.010 Definitions.

For the purposes of this chapter:

A, "Eire hazard" means any bullding or structure which, for want of proper repalrs, or by reason of age or
dllapidated condition or by reason of poorly installed electrical wiring or equipment, defective
chimneys, defective heating apparatus or any other cause or reason, Is especially llable to fire, or which
bullding or structure Is so situated or occupied as to endanger any other building or property or human
life. The term shall also mean and include any bullding or structure containing any combustible or
explosive material, rubbish, rags, waste, olls, gasoline or inflammable substance of any kind, especlally
liable to cause fire or endanger the safety of such bullding, premises or human iife.

B.  "Health hazard" means and Includes any building or structure which shall be kept or maintained or
shafl be In a filthy or unsanitary conditlon especially llable to cause the spread of contaglous or

Infectlous disease or diseases, or permitting foul odors or obnoxious or polsonous gases to escape from
sald building.

€. "public nulsance" means any bullding or structure whose condition has been allowed by the owner to
deterlorate to a point where it affects the rights enjoyed by citizens of the city, to which rights every
citizen Is entitled, namely the safety of life, imb and property. The terms shall also mean and include
any building or structure In such weak or weakened condition, or dilapidated or deterlorated conditian,

as to endanger any person or property, or which Is an "unsafe bullding" as defined by section 203 of
the Uniform Building Code,

(Prior code §20.05.010(b),(c),(d}).

15.04.020 Finding and report by city officlals,

Whenever any official of the city, such as the fire chief, fire marshal, police chief, building inspector, electrical
inspector, plumblng inspector or sanitarian, shall, after inspection, find a building, premises, open lot, basement or
area to be a dangerous structure or condition or fire hazard or health hazard or public nulsance, he shall forthwith
render to the city manager a full report of the reasons why such structure or premises should be corrected,
demolished or abated, Including In his report all violations of this code or any rule or regulation Issued hereunder,

together with his recommendation In full as to correcting, altering, repairing, demalishing or removing such
structure,

{Prior code § 10,05,010(a)).

15.04,030 Findings of city manager.

Upon receipt of the report of the administrative officlal, the clty manager shall make his written findings in
the matter, excepting, adopting or modifying the subardinate administrative official's reports.

(Prior code § 10.05.020).

Kotzebue, Alaska, Code of Ordinances

Created: 2p21-11-85 16107:56 |ESY]
(Supp. No. 13, Rev.)
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15.04,040 Notice to abate or correct—To whom given.

The city manager shall cause a written notice to be given to the person creating, causing, committing or
malntaining sald dangerous conditlon, nulsance or hazard, If such person be known, or to the owner, tenant or
persan in possesslon or control of the premises upon which the dangerous condition, nulsance or hazard exists, or
on the premises abutting the public place upon which the nuisance or other hazard exists.

(Prlor code § 10.05,030),

15,04,050 Notice to abate or correct—Posting and service—Content,

A,  The notice provided for In Sectlon 15,04.040 shall be given In elther of the following ways:

1. By posting the notlce in a consplcuous place upan the premises, or upon a public sidewalk, street or
other thoroughfare on the same side and In front of the premises, upon which or abutting the public
place upon which the nuisance exlsts;

2. By personally serving such person responsible for the nuisance or such owner, tenant, or person in
possesslon or control In the manner required for service of summons.

B, The notice shall be headed, "NOTICE TO ABATE OR CORRECT DANGERQUS NUISANCE" or "NOTICE TO ABATE
QR CORRECT EITHER FIRE OR HEALTH HAZARD" in letters not [ess than one Inch In height, The naotice, In
legible wording, shall further direct the abatement, correctlon, demolition or removal of the dangerous
condition, nuisance or hazard.

€. The notlce shall also specify a date at |east thirty days from date of the notice at which public hearing will be
had hefore the elty councll, sitting as a board of adjustment, on the question of abatement, condemnation,
altering, repalring, demolition, or removal of the dangerous condition, nulsance or hazard. A copy of the city
manager's findings shall accampany the notice of the hearing where the notice can be served personally as
provided In subdivision (A)(2) of this section,

(Prior code § 10,05.040 (a),{b),{c),{d)).

15,04.060 Objections to findings.

Any person having an Interest In the property, subject to proceedings before the board of adjustment, may
submit his written objections to the findings of the city manager by filing such objections with the city manager at
any time prior to the public hearing.

(Prior code § 10.05,040(e)).

15.04.070 Public hearing,.

After notice Is glven In the manner specified by Section 15.04.050, a public hearing shall be had regardless of
whether or not objections to the findings of the city manager are submitted, At the hearing, any person having an
Interest in the property may appear in person or by agent or attorney. The chalrman or acting chalrman of the
board of adjustment may administer oaths and compel the attendance of witnesses. Record shall be kept of the
proceedings by a competent stenographer or by a mechanical or electrical recording device,

(Prior code § 10.05.050(part)).

Created: 2021-11-05 16:07:56 [EST]
(Supp. No, 13, Rev.)
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15.04.080 Board of adjustment findings—Removal or demolition.

After the hearing Is concluded, the board of adjustment shall enter its findings In the matter and may provide
by ordinance for the condemnation of any building which has been found to be a fire or health hazard or public
nuisance and to order or cause the ramoval or demolition of such bullding; provided, however, that the owner
shall be given at least thirty days after the hearing within which to remove the objectionable building or bulldings
before the city may proceed to do so.

The cost incurred by the city in demolishing or remaving the objectionable bullding or bulldings, or condition,
shall be chargeable to the property first against the salvageable material, which may be sold at public auction, and
the balance of cost, if any, against the land, the same as taxes.

{Prior code § 10,05.050 (part)).

15.04.090 Board of adjustment findings—Correction.

In the svent that the board determines that a dangerous condition, public nuisance, fire or health hazard
exlsts which may be corrected or made safe without the necessity of demolition or removal of the bullding, the

board shall allow alteration, repalr or reconstructlon of the building under such terms and conditions as the board
may find proper.

(Prior code § 10,05,050 {part)).

15.04.100 Board of adjustment findings—Ordinance—Compliance.

The board, after the public hearing, shall adopt an ordinance containing its findings. If removal or demolition
of the structure Is provided for and ordered, the owner, tenant or person In possession or control of the property
shall have at least thirty days from the date of such public hearing so to do; if repairs, alterations or reconstruction
Is permitted by the hoard, the work may be done within such time and under such terms and conditions as the
board may specify.

(Prlor code § 10.05.060).

15.04.110 Failure to comply—City enforcement.

If the owner, tenant or person In possesslon or contral of the property fails to comply with the ordinance or
any provisions contained thereln for removal or demolition, repair or alteration within the prescribed time, or falls
to appeal from the board's order, the city manager shall enforce all provisions of the ordinance with city
employees. The cost of such abatement shall be chargeable against the property, first agalnst the salvaged
materlal which may be sold at public auction, and the balance of cost, if any, to be filed as a llen upan the real
property and enforced as such,

(Prior code § 10.05,070).

15.04,120 Appeals to court.

Appeals may be taken by person aggrieved, or any officer or department head or by any administrative
official of the city, Such appeal shall be taken within twenty days from the adoption of the ordinance containing
the findings and order of the board. Such appeal may be taken by filing with the city clerk, a notice of appeal,
which notice shall specify the ground of such appeal. Upon fling of the notice of appeal, as hereln provided, the

Created; 2021-11-85 161073156 [EST)
(Supp. No. 13, Rev.)
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clerk shall forthwith transmit to the Superior Court Clerk of the judicial district in which the controversy arises, the
orlginal or certified coples of all papers constituting the record in the case, together with the ordinance containing
the order, decision or ruling of the board of adjustment.

(Prior code § 10.05.080).

15.04.130 Violation—Penalty.

Any person who Is the owner of, or Is In passession of, or in responsihle charge of any building or structure
which is a fire hazard, a health hazard or a public nulsance within the city, and who knowlngly suffers or permits
any such building or structure to be or remain a fire hazard, a health hazard or a public nuisance shall, upon
conviction thereof, be fined not to exceed one hundred dollars or iImprisoned not to exceed ten days, or both fined
and imprisoned, in the jJudgment of the caurt, Each day on which any violation Is allowed to contlnue shall be
consldered a separate offense and is punishable as such.

(Prior code § 10.05.090).

Created: 2021-11-05 16;07156 |EST
{Supp. No. 13, Rev.) o
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RE: Caribou Drive- Dickie Curtis

Russ Ferguson <RFerguson@Kotzebue.org>
Fri 12/15/2023 11:41 AM
To:Joe Evans <joe@jwevanslaw.com>;Lorlie Brown <lorliebrown719@gmail.com>

Cc:Tessa Baldwin <TBaldwin@Kotzebue.org>;Saima chase <saimachase@gmail.com>;Lorraine Hunnicutt
<LHunnicutt@Kotzebue.org>

0 2 attachments (40 KB)
Refuse R23-016.pdf; Streets ST23-072.pdf;

All,

On 10-13-23 Streets work Order # ST23-072, the alders were removed, and gravel was laid down for a total of
$4300.00 plus tax.

10-13-23 Refuse Work order # R23-16 12 yards of garbage/honey buckets were removed for a total of $867.00
plus tax.

We estimated about 10 more yards of garbage/waste to pick up once the ground froze enough for an excavator,
but he has and continues to add to it, and there now appears to be another 20 yards.

The ground underneath the gravel needed to firm up more for an excavator to walk on it for the remaining
garbage and honey bucket removal. With our current staff level and workload, we anticipate doing this in early
January.

It is pretty obvious from Chief Rousse's pictures that Dickie continues to add garbage and honey bucket mess on a
daily basis, maybe he should be getting fined daily since we cannot condemn the house.

This is getting very time-consuming on the administrative end and frustrating on Lorlie ‘s end but given the city
code that was discussed last night, we don’t seem to have any recourse.

Thank you,

Russell Ferguson

Public Works Director

City of Kotzebue

Wk: 907-442-5201, Cell: 907-412-3656

State of Ak DEC Water & WasteWater Operator

From: Joe Evans <outlook_1CB75C0800483E07 @outlook.com> On Behalf Of loe Evans

Sent: Thursday, December 14, 2023 6:13 PM

To: Lorlie Brown <lorliebrown719@gmail.com>

Cc: Tessa Baldwin <TBaldwin@Kotzebue.org>; Saima chase <saimachase@gmail.com>; Russ Ferguson
<RFerguson@Kotzebue.org>; Lorraine Hunnicutt <LHunnicutt@Kotzebue.org>

Subject: Caribou Drive- Dickie Curtis

Lorlie,

Thank you for attending the RCCM tonight via telephone.
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Please send me the photos you mentioned during your telephonic appearance. My email address is
joe@jwevanslaw.com. (My mailing address is: P.O. Box 519, Bremerton, WA 98337-0124.)

By "cc" of this email | am requesting that Public Works send me a copy of the WORK ORDER(S) | recall
seeing for the clean-up of the Curtis property earlier this year. | will forward a copy of the WORK
ORDER(S) to you once received. (As | mentioned during the RCCM, my recollection was the trash was
removed and gravel laid down in the area. However, you indicated the trash was NOT REMOVED and
only the brush/alders were removed to provide access to the Curtis property...but no trash was
removed. | want to make sure | understand exactly what has been done to date.)

Once you send the photos, please call me at (360) 981-5508 [my cell] to discuss this important matter.

Joe Evans, City Attorney
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Cty of Kotzebue Refuse Department

Public Works Depattment , Work Order
Loc/Veh # 671 Requested by: Russ Ferguson
Radlo/Phone exts ext, 201

cyas

Order No, R25-16
Date/Time 10/12/23

Problem/Complaint Descriptiom

Need to pick up all the trash around house #671 and keep track of all the hours.

Enter matetlals and/or special equipment used

actlon taken, recommendatlons, etc, Completion Date/Tme

/0 -3

Hours Worked

3 REWU& J /2 yf s = .(, Mu co. Name of Workers

Gus Nelson

' Ernle Hyatt
/U,'C ; é\/.s ,ﬁ/ﬂf, (DW:CL :

1 howr

Liam Milburn

1
2
3 | Jim Beasley
4
]

Materal Cost p\m LO ﬁol’ ,“-u Ck " ) Io L@ WJ.Q 'S Tyler Batr

[7 X b= 191,00
4 xLg = S0
| x s = oW

Tode 1.0
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Problem/Complaint Desctiption:

Radio/Phone ext: ext. 201

City of Kotzebue Streets CY-23
Public Works Department Work Order
Loc/Veh# 671 Requested by Russ Ferguson OrderNo:  5T23-072

Date/Time: 10/12/23

all hours, =

Need to clear a path to the back of house #671, 50 we can clean up all the trash and honey bucket stuff. Keep track of

2 boes

Materal Cost —r‘O{‘u,\ B q; 70D .00 R

Enter materlals and/or si;ec{al equlpment used Completion Date/Time; S —/3-23
actlon taken, recommendations, etc, ¥ !
(ﬂ [ peck s g/‘ ad ¢ |, X Aoy f,_‘g! pID 0D Name of Workers Hours Worked
725 &Xa Vo

Mon | Tue | Wed | Thur | Fil | Sat | Sun

971500 R 2= YS00) [Teny Mecall

2,

John Garoutte

Oﬂ..k( uXod G ['L‘g 0wy KT = H’L'{O-Os Davld McConnell
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