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2023 Sullivan County Minor Text Amendments 
Property Information County-wide 
Address  
Tax Map, Group, Parcel  
Civil District  
Overlay District  
Land Use Designation  
Acres  
Existing Use  Existing Zoning  
Proposed Use  Proposed 

Zoning 
 

Owner /Applicant Information 

Name: Sullivan County 

Address: 3411 TN-126 #30 
City: Blountville                                
State: TN                                                Zip Code: 37617 
Email: planning@sullivancountytn.gov 
Phone Number: (423) 323-6440 

Intent: To make minor amendments the Sullivan County 
Zoning Resolution. 

 

Planning Department Recommendation 

(Approve, Deny, or Defer) 

The Kingsport Planning Division recommends APPROVAL 
 

Planner: Jessica McMurray Date: 5/22/2023 
Planning Commission Action Meeting Date: 6/15/2023 
Approval:  
Denial:  Reason for 

Denial: 
 

Deferred:  Reason for 
Deferral: 

 

 
     

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

INTENT 
Intent: To make minor amendments the Sullivan County Zoning Resolution. 
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Presentation: 

At the request of the Sullivan County Planning Commission/ Sullivan County Planning and 
Codes Department, the Kingsport Regional Planning Commission is requested to send a 
positive recommendation in support of the submitted zoning text amendment to the Sullivan 
County Commission.  The proposed amendments are as follows: 

1. Amend back to 15 foot buffer strip width to accommodate mature tree width and align
with neighboring communities codes.

Comparison of the proposed changes with current City of Kingsport zoning regulations: 

The City of Kingsport has a detailed Landscape and Land Use Buffers ordinance found in 
Article VII  of the Municipal City Code which addresses landscape requirements, landscape 
materials, installation and maintenance.  

The complete text changes are added at the end of this report with proposed changes 
highlighted in yellow. 

Recommendation: 

Staff recommends sending a positive recommendation to the Sullivan County Commission in 
support of the zoning text amendment.  The proposed zoning text changes are more closely 
aligned to zoning allowances that currently exist for the City of Kingsport.  

https://library.municode.com/tn/kingsport/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIICOOR_CH114ZO_ARTVIILALAUSBU
https://library.municode.com/tn/kingsport/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIICOOR_CH114ZO_ARTVIILALAUSBU


From: Ambre Torbett
To: Cherith Young; Heather Cook; Ross Peters; Steve Blankenship; Weems, Ken; Garland, Savannah; McMurray,

Jessica
Cc: Luke Meade
Subject: ZTA for county - Buffer Code
Date: Friday, May 19, 2023 3:14:27 PM
Attachments: ZTA Buffer Code.pdf

Appendix G - TN Native Trees and Planting Guidelines.pdf

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when
opening attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.

Happy Friday all,
Can you please add this minor ZTA on your next available Planning Commission agenda.  Luke has
researched a lot on this and had included a new Appendix to our Zoning Resolution to help property
owners select the appropriate tree for satisfying buffering requirements and landscaping. 
 
I will be on vacation next week.  If you have any questions, please contact Luke.  He was my lead on
this.
Thank you all so much,
 
Ambre M. Torbett, AICP
Director of Planning & Community Development
Stormwater Administrator
 

Sullivan County, Tennessee
Planning & Codes Department
3425 Hwy 126 | Historic Snow House
Blountville, TN  37617
Desk:  423.279.2603 | Main:  423.323.6440
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