City of King City Council Regular Meeting
6:00 PM Monday, November 03, 2025

City of King City Hall Council Chambers
229 S. Main St., King, NC 27021

MINUTES

The King City Council convened for its regular meeting at the King City Hall, Council Chambers, 229 S. Main
St, King, on Monday, November 3, 2025, at 6:00 pm. The purpose of the meeting was to discuss and make
decisions on various city matters. Present at the meeting were Councilman Tyler Bowles, Mayor Pro Tem
Jane Cole, Mayor Rick McCraw, Councilwoman Terri Fowler, Councilman Michael Lane, City Manager Scott
Barrow, City Clerk Nicole Branshaw, Director of Finance and Personnel Susan O'Brien, Fire Chief Steven
Roberson, Police Chief Jordan Boyette, Senior Center Director Paula Hall, Supervisor of Public Works Ricky
Lewis, Public Works Maintenance Worker Westin Rawlings, Supervisor of Public Utilities Chuck Moser, Meter
Reader Joel Atkins and Nathan Woods, Intern City Planner Emerson Wright, Water Plant Superintendent Mark
Danley, Building Inspector Ricky Gordon, City Attorney Brad Friesen, and Chaplain Rick Hughes.

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order at 6:01 PM on Monday, November 3, 2025. The Pledge of Allegiance was
recited with all remaining standing for the invocation given by Chaplain Rick Hughes.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Mayor McCraw reminded everyone that Election Day would be Tuesday, November 4, 2025, with polls open
from 6:30 AM to 7:30 PM. He emphasized the importance of voting and encouraged all citizens, including
those watching online, to participate. The Mayor also highlighted the Veterans Day observance on November
11, inviting everyone to Central Park at 11:00 AM, noting the significance of the eleventh month, eleventh day
at the eleventh hour.

The complete list of announcements was presented as shown on the agenda, including upcoming board
meetings, city office closures, community events, and the Christmas parade.

PUBLIC COMMENT

Mayor McCraw opened the public comment section at 6:03 PM. He explained the rules for public comment,
including the 3-minute time limit per speaker.

1. Mackenzie Bowles and Allison O'Brien, both juniors at West Stokes High School and members of Capella
Church of Christ, presented their Diaper Drive Initiative. They explained that due to families losing benefits,
they had organized a donation drive for formula, diapers, and wipes running from November 3rd to November
23rd. Donation boxes would be placed at King City Hall, Stokesdale, Food Lion, and several churches,
including Capella Church of Christ, First Christian Church, King Moravian, and potentially Poplar Springs. All
donations would go to the Hope Pregnancy Center in King for distribution to local families in need. Mayor
McCraw complimented the young ladies, noting they didn't even look nervous and that "the future is bright
with young ladies like that."

2. Beverly Essick, 200 Pilot View Dr, King, a 53-year resident of 200 Pilot View Drive, spoke to acknowledge
and compliment City Engineer Ben Marion's work and to support the traffic recommendation on the agenda.
She recounted calling Ben on Monday, October 20, and receiving a return call that same afternoon regarding
installing a four-way stop sign system at the intersection of Pilot View Drive, Recreation Acres Lane, and
Westview Drive. She explained that the request was due to multiple accidents at her house and her neighbor's
house, caused by people failing to navigate the curve. Ben had visited the intersection that same week, spoken
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with appropriate people, and already placed it on the agenda. Ms. Essick praised his receptiveness and rapid
response.

3. Cathy Loveday from the King Chamber of Commerce thanked the council and city staff for their help with
the candidate forum, specifically mentioning Ben and Tiffany's assistance. She reported that Halloween went
very well, with many children participating, though they ran out of candy. She thanked the police department,
fire department, and all city workers who helped. Ms. Loveday invited everyone to the Christmas in the Barn
event on November 15 from 5 to 8 PM at the American Legion barn, and to the business before hours on
Wednesday at Arbor Ridge at Stanleyville from 7:30 to 9:00 AM.

4. Steven James, 125 Kirkleigh Ct, King, NC 27021, addressed several issues. He stated that what happened
in the city on October 18 was "an absolute disgrace," referring to the "No Kings" protest at Jefferson Church
Road and Main Street that had over 100 people in full costume opposing the president. He argued this should
never happen again and proposed an ordinance requiring protesters to be identifiable at all times, noting that
some were in full-body costumes and face masks. He expressed concern about out-of-state license plates in
the parking lot and the inability to identify people if something had happened. Mr. James then discussed the
election, noting that three candidates were on the ballot, with two write-in spaces. He expressed
disappointment that two candidates disagreed with the King Police Department helping ICE, emphasizing that
ICE is a federal law enforcement agency, and it would be a felony not to assist them. Finally, he reiterated his
concern about the need for a no-left-turn policy at the intersection, noting that traffic often backs up to Carroll
Memorial due to left turns at Dalton Road.

There being no one else to give written or verbal requests, wishing to speak. Mayor McCraw closed the public
comment portion of the meeting at 6:13 p.m., stating that everyone is welcome to speak, regardless of whether
the council agrees with them, as the council is there to listen to the public and to try to make the city a better
place. **SEE DOCUMENT 1**

1. ADJUSTMENTS TO AGENDA

City Manager Barrow requested the following:

a. Remove Action Item 5C - Consideration of Approval to Purchase Fire Engine.
b. Replace 5C with AIA WW Grant Deliverables.
c. Add 5D as CBD Hemp Retail Store.

MOTION: Councilwoman Fowler moved to approve the agenda with noted changes. Councilman Lane
seconded the motion, which was carried by a unanimous vote of 4-0.

2. CONSENT AGENDA

Mayor McCraw explained that the consent agenda items were considered noncontroversial and
administrative. He asked if any council members wanted to remove items from the consent agenda for
separate discussion. The following consent items were approved:

A. Approval of Minutes
a. October 6, 2025, City Council Regular Meeting

B. Muddy Creek Loan Refinance

MOTION: Councilwoman Fowler motioned to approve the consent agenda as presented. Councilman Lane
seconded the motion, which was carried by a unanimous vote of 4-0.

3. NEW EMPLOYEE
A. Introduction to New Employee:

The city welcomed three new employees:



Council Meeting Minutes |11/3/2025

e Joel Atkins — Meter Reader
e« Nathan Woods — Meter Reader
¢ Westin Rawlings — Public Works Maintenance Worker

Mayor McCraw welcomed them aboard and expressed hope they would make a career with the city, noting
that some employees, like Supervisor of Public Works Ricky Lewis, have been there many years.

4. ltems for Presentation

A. Presentation of the 2024 AWOP Award to the City of King Water Treatment Facility

City Engineer Ben Marion explained that the AWOP (Area Wide Optimization Program) award encourages
water systems to improve drinking water quality beyond compliance levels. The initiative focuses on enhanced
process monitoring using existing staff and facilities, with performance measured against optimization goals
for turbidity removal. He explained that reducing settled water turbidity to below 2 NTU, from source water and
finished water turbidity to below 0.1 NTU helps reduce harmful contaminants like Giardia and Cryptosporidium.

Mr. Marion noted that while all drinking water systems must meet strict guidelines, award recipients meet
significantly more stringent performance goals. Only 60-70 water plants receive this award yearly out of
approximately 240 water treatment facilities in North Carolina. This marked the sixth consecutive year the City
of King's water treatment facility had been optimized and won this award, demonstrating the dedication of staff
to providing safe, clean drinking water 24 hours a day, 365 days a year.

The award was presented to Water Plant Superintendent Mark Danley by Mayor McCraw.

B. Presentation of Proclamation - Veterans Day

Mayor McCraw expressed pride in the men who served their country, noting that they were the lucky ones
who came back.

5. Action Items
A. Amendment to Chapter 26, Sec. 26-205 — Sidewalks/Multi-Purpose Trails

Mayor McCraw noted that a public hearing was held on October 6, 2025. He opened and immediately closed
public comment as no one had signed up. This item was voted to be tabled by the council for further
clarification on the changes to the amendment from Todd Cox.

After the October 6° 2025, meeting, the council voted to table this text amendment and allow the planning staff
to review the wording on the proposed amendment as written. Staff have taken another look at this section
and made a couple of changes that allow the developer developing a Subdivision in our E.T.J. to choose to
add sidewalks with an HOA maintaining them, or to choose not to add sidewalks altogether. This would
eliminate any future maintenance issues.

On October 31, 2025, the City Attorney made a change to the wording in (b), “within the city,” which should
be moved to a different place in the sentence. “For subdivisions within the city limits, in lieu of sidewalks, a
developer may install multipurpose trails ....”

Councilman Lane commented that the amendment was exactly what he had been told from the beginning and
was looking for. He supported it on both sides within city limits, believing it would enhance safety and
potentially improve the quality of homes being built. He thanked the planning board for its work.
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Councilman Bowles stated this was exactly why he wanted to table the item - to get it ironed out and make
King the best version of itself, calling it one step toward that goal.

Mayor Pro Tem Cole thanked the planning board for their recommendation, the attorney who worked on it,
and staff. She noted that while King doesn't have much land left, this would enhance the city.

MOTION: Mayor Pro Tem Jane Cole moved to approve Amendment to Chapter 26, Sec. 26-205 —
Sidewalks/Multi-Purpose Trails, in keeping with the city's comprehensive plan. Councilwoman Fowler
seconded the motion, which was carried by a unanimous vote of 4-0. **See Aftachment 2**

B. Proposed Traffic Change at Pilot View Drive

City Engineer Ben Marion addressed the traffic issues at the curve where Recreation Acres Lane intersects
Westview Drive, as Ms. Essick had mentioned earlier. He explained that, with growing traffic, many citizens
use this as a cut-through route, and while the speed limit is 25 mph, not everyone adheres to it. Police have
difficulty getting to the area as often as needed.

Mr. Marion described Ms. Essick's proposal for a four-way stop intersection to slow traffic. After investigating
with the public works superintendent, they developed a plan that included a crosswalk where the sidewalk
descends by the library, stop signs, stop bars, and stop-ahead signs. They also decided to address another
intersection down at West Street, proposing to make bhoth intersections four-way stops to address speeding
on the long straightaway.

The proposal included all necessary signage and hardware for approximately $1,800, plus $500 for striping,
to be funded through the street department budget. Mr. Marion noted these are city-owned streets, not DOT-
maintained, allowing the city to implement changes directly. The police chief agreed this would help slow
traffic.

Mayor Pro Tem Cole expressed support for anything that could facilitate traffic flow. Councilwoman Fowler
praised the idea and appreciated Beverly thinking of it and giving Ben recognition.

Councilman Lane liked the idea so much that he asked about implementing something similar at the other end
of Westview, where it meets Kirby Road, noting speed issues there as well. Ben confirmed it was a three-way
intersection they had looked at but were still working on. Chief Boyette confirmed that stop signs would help
from an enforcement standpoint, given stiffer fines for violations than for speeding tickets. Council discussed
potentially addressing both West Street and Westview intersections with Kirby Road, with Ben noting the
proximity of the two intersections might present challenges.

**Council was in consensus that staff look at the other end of Westview and Pullium, study it, and bring it back
to the Council.

MOTION: Councilwoman Fowler moved to approve the staff-recommended traffic pattern changes on Pilot
View Drive. Mayor Pro Tem Cole seconded the motion, which was carried by a unanimous vote of 4-0.

C. AIA WW Grant Deliverables

City Engineer Ben Marion explained that the AIA grant was received 3-4 years ago after 7-8 attempts. The
city received $200,000 for mapping the sewer system. Resolution 2025-11, presented to the council, is needed
to apply to DEQ for the remaining grant funds.

Project deliverables included developing an asset inventory GIS database and system map, field data
collection of horizontal wastewater assets, performing baseline condition assessments, developing a priority
list for repairs and upgrades based on conditions and failure risk, and developing a computerized maintenance
management system. Mr. Marion noted they had done similar work with the water system about 10 years ago,
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implemented 5 years ago, resulting in a true map book and GIS layer of all 325 miles of water lines in the city
system.

Once complete, the GIS layers for both water and sewer would be turned over to the city. Staff had discussed
potentially sharing this with the county for their GIS system so everyone could see where water and sewer
mains are located. This would help with daily calls from realtors and developers asking about water line
locations and sizes, as it's all public information. It would also significantly help utility workers know where
everything is located, including manholes and distances between them.

MOTION: Councilwoman Fowler moved to approve Resolution 2025-11, AIA Wastewater Grant Deliverables.
Mayor Pro Tem Cole seconded the motion, which was carried by a unanimous vote of 4-0. **SEE DOCUMENT
#5**

D. CBD Hemp Retail Store

Emerson Wright presented this item to inform the council about CBD and its growing popularity. He explained
that these businesses sell products derived from hemp plants, such as oils, gummies, lotions, and hemp
flowers, containing very low levels of delta-9 THC, the psychoactive compound found in marijuana. Todd Cox
and Attorney Brad Friesen had worked on this to see whether the council wanted to review and have the
attorney draft a text amendment to add to Section 32-198 commercial, or treat it as a similar use, like the sale
of beer and wine.

Mayor Pro Tem Cole stated she'd like to tighten existing regulations, noting the city already has several such
stores and doesn't need more. She expressed concern about trying to make King a beautiful, comfortable city
without drugs while potentially approving something like this.

Councilman Bowles agreed with Mayor Pro Tem Cole. Councilwoman Fowler asked the attorney to draft a
text amendment for the council's review.

Councilman Lane referenced being asked at the candidate forum about stopping the epidemic of drugs in the
country. He emphasized that removing gateways into drug use is a huge step, noting his day job in youth
ministry gives him insight into how vape pens and similar products serve as gateways leading people down a
road to ruin. He wanted to do everything possible to help people avoid that path.

Councilman Lane asked about testing standards. Chief Boyette explained that there are regulations requiring
stores to have lab reports certifying that products contain less than 0.3% THC. Still, these certificates can
come from anywhere, including potentially unreliable sources overseas. He noted that while rules exist, they're
not well enforced, requiring law enforcement to go undercover and test products to confirm compliance. He
referenced a recent arrest in Hoke County where illegal THC products were being sold at a vape shop.

Brad Friesen clarified they weren't looking to legalize anything illegal, but to establish guidelines for retail
stores selling legal products regarding location requirements. Discussion continued about whether the city
could require stricter certification standards, such as North Carolina testing, with Brad offering to research
what would be within the city's authority versus state jurisdiction.

Mayor McCraw asked Chief Boyette if there had been any trouble with the existing store in the city, to which
the chief responded with a short "no." The Mayor referenced attending an October 29 meeting with Mayor Pro
Tem Cole in Forsyth County about the North Carolina opioid settlement, emphasizing this is a statewide
problem and these products serve as gateways that destroy families.

Councilman Bowles expressed concern that product certifications may be inaccurate or fraudulent, potentially
containing unknown substances that could cause real harm. Council consensus emerged around making any
ordinance as tight as legally possible.
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MOTION: Councilman Lane moved to request the attorney to review and make a text amendment to add the
use to Section 32-198. Councilman Bowles seconded. The motion to table carried 4-0.

Brad Friesen explained this would go through the planning board process, likely not returning to council until
December at the earliest or possibly late January, depending on meeting schedules and public hearing
requirements.

6. DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS

The Council acknowledged receipt of all departmental reports.

MOTION: Motion to acknowledge receipt of the departmental reports: Moved by Councilwoman Fowler,
Councilman Lane seconded. Motion carried unanimously 4-0.

ITEMS OF GENERAL CONCERN

Councilman Bowles shared that he attended trick-or-treat and found it wonderful, thanking all who came out
and the chamber for organizing it. He emphasized the importance of voting tomorrow, noting that the council
cannot do its work without the city's support and that it's very important to exercise that right.

Councilman Lane delivered an emotional thank-you, noting he'd sat in his seat for 4 years and that his wife
had reminded him he might not sit there again. He expressed deep gratitude to city employees, saying, "Y'all
are amazing. | can't say enough good things about you." He reflected on moving to King in 2008, knowing it
was a good place to live, but not understanding what made it happen until serving on the council. "Now | know
that everything that happens here happens intentionally. There's somebody who goes out and does those
things." He thanked the citizens who trusted him to represent them, noting the city had grown from around
7,000 to 8,000 residents during his term. While acknowledging larger cities might laugh at those numbers, he
found representing that many people in King "quite an honor" and expressed hope voters would give him four
more years.

Councilwoman Fowler thanked the three new employees for staying through the entire meeting, joking they
might not come back after seeing how boring it could be. She reminded everyone of the Veterans Day
celebration on 11/11 at 11:00 AM and asked for support. She asked about progress on crosswalks, and Scott
Barrow explained they were waiting to hear from Eddy McGee whether they were still going to do the project.
She thanked all city employees and fellow council members for their service, ending with another reminder to
vote.

Mayor Pro Tem Cole shared her enjoyment of trick-or-treat, noting she's convinced King has a wonderful
future because so many children said thank you, with some even coming back to say something nice. She
thanked city employees, Cathy, and Gretchen, saying the city couldn't run without them. She spoke
passionately about veterans, expressing her love and appreciation for all they do in the community, noting she
can't keep up with all their activities but loves attending them. She thanked King citizens for their contributions
and all who serve on boards, committees, and commissions that make a difference in how the city looks and
functions.

Mayor McCraw thanked all employees, noting it seemed everyone was at the meeting. He praised Oktoberfest
downtown as a great hit and the trick-or-treat event with nice inflatables, which the children loved. He
announced leaf pickup had started with a new leaf truck and another truck repaired, so two trucks were now
running.

The Mayor reiterated his and Mayor Pro Tem Cole's attendance at the Forsyth County opioid settlement
meeting, noting part of King is in Forsyth County and hoping to participate in the settlement, possibly through
county commissioners. He described attending a North Carolina League of Municipalities strategic planning
workshop on October 8-9 with City Manager Barrow. They tried to answer questions as the council would
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have, resulting in a strategic planning report with booklets to be presented to the council starting in January
for 2025-26 through 2030-31. The four major topics identified were economic development, safe and reliable
sustainable utility services, revitalizing town infrastructure, and addressing transportation needs. He noted
that with growth comes growing pains but looked forward to working through the strategic plan and thanked
the city manager for his excellent collaboration.

Mayor McCraw shared that he was honored to present a proclamation to Capella Church of Christ for their
125th anniversary, describing it as very moving, with many former preachers in attendance. He expressed
interest in the crosswalk project and in covering electrical boxes with murals, as he'd seen in South Dakota,
noting that you get "blinders on" until you see how pretty such improvements can be elsewhere. He reminded
everyone that the next meeting would be on December 1 and closed with another strong encouragement to
vote, noting that Councilman Bowles had won by only 3-4 votes, proving that every vote counts.

ADJOURNMENT

MOTION: Councilwoman Fowler motioned to adjourn the meeting at 7:05 pm. Mayor Pro Tem Cole seconded
the motion, which was carried by a unanimous vote of 4-0.

*kk

*** Clerk's Note: See Document 1-3 for supporting documents.

Approved by:
{Seal}

Richard E. McCraw, Mayor
Attest:

Nicole Branshaw, City Clerk
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CITY OF KING
ORDINANCE NO. 2025-11

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODIFIED ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF KING
BY AMENDING CHAPTER 26, SEC. 26-205. - SIDEWALKS/MULTIPURPOSE TRAIL.

WHEREAS, the City of King has the authority pursuant to Article 1 of Chapter 160D of the North Carolina General Statutes
to adopt development regulations; and

WHEREAS, the City of King City Council may amend said regulations from time to time in the interest of public health,
safety, and welfare; and

WHEREAS, the King City Council initiated a recommendation to amend Chapters 26, Sec. 26-205, of the City of King Code
of Ordinances per the attached exhibits; and

WHEREAS, the City of King Planning Board reviewed these text amendments at its September 22, 2025, public meeting and
voted unanimously to recommend the request to the city council due to its potential safety and benefits to the development of
the City of King; and,

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of King, after holding a public hearing on October 6, 2025, finds that the proposed
text amendments are consistent with the City of King Land Use Comp Plan; and,

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of King, after hearing all persons wishing to comment on the proposed text
amendments, desires to approve the request and amend the City’s code of ordinances accordingly.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of King, North Carolina:

Section 1. In accordance with N.C.G.S. 160D-Article VI, as amended, and King City Code, the city’s code of
ordinances is hereby amended to add the following proposed amendments as submitted or amended during the

public hearing.
Add - See Exhibit A
e  Chapters 26, Sec. 26-203. Sidewalks/multipurpose trails.

Section 2. Ordinance shall become effective upon its adoption and approval.

Adopted and approved this on the 3rd day of November 2023,

S, LSS s

s‘
A?,.“ Richard E. McCraw, Mayor
o
-
£ ATTEST:
£
a“' ,S «
K5 /,» “--‘;\ Jlm&, 6@49(4&)
Eﬁ‘ s Nicole Branshaw, City Clerk
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ORDINANCE 2025-11 EXHIBIT A APPROVED 11.06.2025

Sec. 26-205. Sidewalks/multipurpose trails.

Sidewalks/multipurpose trails shall be required in all subdivisions, minor or major, when such tract being
subdivided and developed would be adjacent to or abut the uty 5 pedestrlan and blcycle trails comprehenswe plan

- : : : : e A Formalor resndentlal
subdlws:ons the plannmg board shaller—eﬁjeeeeﬂeﬂ-mav require Ssndewalks#mel»eeer—eese#a#s may-bereguired
on both sides —ifdeemed-necessaryby-the planning-board,to-ensure-to promote ander enable safe pedestrian
travel. For major residential subdivisions that are developed within the city’s E.T.)., the developer may choose to
not install sidewalks. If the developer chooses to install sidewalks, they shall be on both sides of the street and be
approved for subdivisions along streets or roads that are not maintained by the city, provided that perpetual
maintenance for such sidewalks shall be provided through a legally established homeowners’ or similar owners’
association, deed restrictions, covenants, or other maintenance agreements, as approved by the city attorney, and
the city shall not be responsible for maintenance of such sidewalks. All long-term maintenance agreements shall
perpetually run with the land.

All sidewalks/multipurpose trails shall meet or exceed the requirements of the city's construction standards
manual and be so designed as to conform to the general layout and design as described in the pedestrian and
bicycle trails comprehensive plan. See construction standards manual for the various options for
sidewalk/multipurpose trail installations. The following types of sidewalks/multipurpose trails shall be allowed:

(a) Sidewalks. A four-foot concrete sidewalk installed along and parallel to the street and located in the
right-of-way. The sidewalk shall be installed along EESESESRE both sides of every street within the
subdivision that is within the city limits. See construction standards for installation methods.

(b)  Multipurpose trails. For subdivisigns within the City Limits, in lieu of sidewalks a developer may install
multipurpose trails within-the ity limits. Trails must be six feet paved surfaces and installed within a

minimum 20-foot easement. Trails must be able to connect, whether now of in the future, to the city's
master plan of trails system. The developer must install the equivalent linear feet of trails that would
equal what would have been installed in sidewalks. Subdivisions that are developed adjacent to a
proposed master plan trail may opt to install the trail in lieu of sidewalks with planning board approval.
See construction standards for installation methods.

Page 1of 1
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RESOLUTION# 2025-11 BY CITY OF KING

WHEREAS, the American Rescue Plan (ARP) funded from the State Fiscal Recovery Fund
was established in S.L. 2021-180 to assist eligible units of government with

meeting their water/wastewater infrastructure needs, and

WHEREAS, the North Carolina Department of Environmental Quality has offered American
Rescue Plan (ARP) funding in the amount of $200,000 to perform an Asset
Inventory and Assessment study detailed in the submitted application which was

accepted with Resolution 2023-13, and

WHEREAS, the City of King performed said project in accordance with the agreed scope of
work,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF KING:

That City of King does hereby accept the project deliverables of:

* Data dictionary and geodatabase design

¢ Asset condition assessment

e Asset critically ranking

°  Written procedures for asset condition assessments and criticality rankings
e  Capital Improvements Project list

That Scott Barrow - Citv_Manager. and successors so titled, is hereby authorized and
directed to furnish such information as the appropriate State agency may request in
connection with such application or the project; to make the assurances as contained
above; and to execute such other documents as may be required by the Division of Water

Infrastructure.

Adopted this November 3", 2025, at King, North Carolina.

Ao L 2 G2

Richard E. McCraw, Mayor

ATTEST:
Nicole Branshaw, City Clerk SQUWE g,
;:t?' ’;‘ .
$8

NORTH
CAROLINA
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