
  

 

 

 
 
 

April 19, 2020 
 
Mayor Bradshaw and City Councilors 
City of Ketchum 
Ketchum, Idaho 
 
Mayor Bradshaw and City Councilors: 
 

Recommendation to authorize purchase of Wildland Firefighting Equipment from Idaho Department of 
Lands 

 
Recommendation and Summary  
Staff is recommending the council authorize the purchase of wildland firefighting equipment by adopting the 
following motion: 
 
“I move to approve the purchase of wildland firefighting equipment from the Idaho Department of Lands in 
the amount of $13,494.52 to be paid from the Fire Station Bond.” 
 
The reasons for the recommendation are as follows: 

• Ketchum faces a regular and growing risk of wildfires. 

• Upon termination of the former agreement with Ketchum Rural Fire District, all wildland fire 
equipment was retained by the district. 

• Currently the City has almost no wildland firefighting equipment.  
 
Introduction and History 
For many years, the Ketchum Fire Department fought wildland fires with brush trucks and tools that were 
purchased largely using rural fire district funds.  When Ketchum Rural Fire District terminated the agreement 
with the city, they took that equipment. Currently the fire department has PPE for firefighters, but almost no 
tools or equipment.  In the event of a wildland fire threatening Ketchum, the current level of preparedness allows 
about 5 firefighters out of 50 to engage the fire.  
 
This equipment is available through Idaho Department of Lands at federal contract pricing. 
 
Sustainability 
There is no sustainability impact arising from this action. 
 
Financial Impact 
The cost of purchasing the equipment is $13,494.52. It would come from the fire station and equipment bond. 
The project is coming in sufficiently under budget to allow this purchase without risk.  
 




