
  

 

 

 
 

 
April 5, 2021 
 
Mayor Bradshaw and City Councilors 
City of Ketchum 
Ketchum, Idaho 
 
Mayor Bradshaw and City Councilors: 

 
Recommendation to approve Resolution No. #21-007 Adopting Road Relinquishment and Transfer of 

Ownership for State Highway 75 Spur Ketchum  and authorization for the Mayor to sign the Road 
Relinquishment and Transfer of Ownership Agreement #20613. 

 
Recommendation and Summary 
Staff is requesting the Council approve a resolution accepting ownership of SH-75 Spur, also referred to as Sun 
Valley Road, from Blaine County and authorization for the  Mayor to sign the Road Relinquishment and 
Transfer of Ownership Agreement  as separate motions. 
 
“I move to approve Resolution #21-007 Adopting Road Relinquishment and Transfer of Ownership for State 
Highway 75 Spur Ketchum.”  
 
“I move to authorize the Mayor to sign the Road Relinquishment and Transfer of Ownership Agreement 
#20613 .” 
 
The reasons for the recommendation are as follows: 

• Idaho Transportation Department (ITD) resources are first allocated to SH-75 before Sun Valley Road  

• The city currently performs winter maintenance and plowing on the roadway 

• ITD is providing funds for rehabilitation and reconstruction of the roadway 

• The agreement was drafted and reviewed by the City Attorney 

• The city can improve the roadway and will have the design flexibility to address urban needs 
 
Introduction and History 
In 2019 the City of Sun Valley lead conversations with the Idaho Transportation Department (ITD) on behalf of 
both the City of Sun Valley and City of Ketchum to consider taking over ownership of Sun Valley Road.  Under 
state law however ITD can’t directly transfer a state road to a city under 5,000 people therefore the transfer 
was required to pass through Blaine County first.   
 
In March 2020 ITD received the application from Blaine County (on behalf of  Sun Valley and Ketchum) 
regarding an adjustment of the State Highway System.  The application proposed ITD abandon and relinquish 
control  of SH-75 Spur, beginning at the Right-of-Way of Main Street and extending 3.5 mile to the city limit of 
Sun Valley, to Blaine County.   
 
Notices and additional information regarding the proposed action for ITD  were published in the following 
ways:  
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Notice Date 

Letters to elected officials sent Dec. 23, 2020 
Legal ad published in Idaho Mt. Express Dec. 30, 2020 
City of Sun Valley email blast sent Dec. 30, 2020 
City of Ketchum’s Word on the Street published Dec. 31, 2020 
Display ad published in Idaho Mt. Express Jan. 1, 2021 
Legal ad published in Idaho Mt. Express Jan. 6, 2021 
Idaho Mt. Express article published Jan. 8, 2021 
ITD Twitter & Facebook posts published Jan. 8, 2021 
Press Release disseminated Jan. 12, 2021 
ITD News & Info post published Jan. 12, 2021 
Idaho Mt. Express article published Jan. 19, 2021 

 
In February 2021 ITD and the cities (Sun Valley and Ketchum) arrived at a mutually agreed upon division of 
costs summarized below: 
 
Cost Summary 
Sun Valley Share:  $ 3,315,400 
Ketchum Share:  $    864,600 
Total   $ 4,180,000 
 
Of the 3.5 mile section of roadway approximately 0.3 miles of the roadway falls within the City of Ketchum. 
 
On March 2, 2021 Blaine County Approved Resolution 2021-10 adopting the road relinquishment and transfer 
of ownership agreement for SH-75 Spur (Sun Valley Road). 
 
Analysis 
At this time negotiations have been completed, a public hearing has been held and all other State Statutes, 
procedures and requirements have been addressed for transfer of the State Highway 75 Spur from the State to 
Blaine County. The next step is for both cities to adopt resolutions to acquire ownership of the road from the 
county and sign agreements with the county.   
 
ITD Board approval is anticipated April 21, 2021.  Once approved by the Board and resolutions adopted the 
transfer of ownership can occur. 
 
Financial Impact 
The City will receive funds from ITD through Blaine County for design and rehabilitation of the roadway.   
 
 
 
Attachments: 
Resolution  #21-007 
Agreement #20613 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RESOLUTION NO. #21-007 

 

RESOLUTION ADOPTING ROAD RELINQUISHMENT AND TRANSFER 

OF OWNERSHIP FOR STATE HIGHWAY 75 SPUR  

KETCHUM 

 

WHEREAS, negotiations have been completed, a public hearing has been held and all other 

State statutes, procedures and requirements have addressed for transfer of the State Highway 

75 Spur from Blaine County to the City; 

 

WHEREAS, the growth of residential, commercial and recreational space along State 

Highway75 Spur has resulted in a positive impact to the local economy, local connectivity and 

employment in the area: therefor, the City supports more local control of the highway; 

 

WHEREAS, the Blaine County has agreed to relinquish and abandon to the City consisting of  

a portion of State Highway 75 Spur within the City of Ketchum from mile post 0.00 to mile 

post 0.30, including the right-of-way appurtenant thereto; 
 

WHEREAS, Blaine County will pay monies to the City to defray the costs of operation and 

maintenance of this road; 

 

WHEREAS, the City now desires to pass this resolution pursuant to LC. §40-203B, consenting 

to the abandonment by Blaine County and accepting the jurisdiction of and responsibility for 
that portion within the City of the existing road; 

 

WHEREAS, the City and Blaine County will formalize their understanding by way of a Road 

Relinquishment and Transfer of Ownership Agreement for State Highway 75; and, 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY OF KETCHUM, IDAHO AS 

FOLLOWS, 

 

The City assents to the transfer of the 0.30 mile section of Highway 75 Spur from Blaine County to 

the City upon execution of the Road Relinquishment and Transfer of Ownership Agreement for 

State Highway 75 Spur. 

 

PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED on this 5th day of April 2021. 

 
 
 

 

 

 NEIL BRADSHAW, Mayor 
 
ATTEST:  
 

 

 

City Clerk 
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ROAD RELINQISHMENT AND TRANSFER OF OWNERSHIP AGREEMENT #20613 

[Blaine County-City of Ketchum] 

 

 

PARTIES 

 

This Agreement is made and entered into this ______ day of _________________, 2021, by and 

between BLAINE COUNTY, a body politic and corporate (the “County”) and the CITY OF KETCHUM, 

a municipal corporation of the State of Idaho (the “City”). 

 

PURPOSE 

 

The County and the Idaho Transportation Board, through its agency, the Idaho Transportation 

Department (the “State”) have simultaneously entered into a Road Relinquishment and Transfer of 

Ownership Agreement (the “ITD Agreement”), whereby the State relinquished and transferred to the 

County the Transferred Highway (hereafter defined), for the purpose of the County subsequently entering 

into this Agreement with the City. The State, the County, and the City have mutually agreed that the County 

will relinquish to the City, upon acceptance from the State, that certain, approximately 0.3 mile stretch of 

Spur 75, including any right-of-way appurtenant thereto, as more specifically shown on the attached Exhibit 

A (such specific section being referred to herein as the “Transferred Highway”).  This Agreement will set 

out the terms for this relinquishment. 

 

AUTHORITY   

 

The City accepts jurisdiction of the Transferred Highway pursuant to Idaho Code 40-607.  Further, 

the County transfers ownership of the Transferred Highway pursuant to Idaho Code, Section 40-607. 

 

THE PARTIES AGREE AS FOLLOWS: 

 

SECTION I:   That the County will: 

 

1. Relinquish and transfer ownership of the Transferred Highway to the City by quit claim deed. 

 

2. Upon execution of this agreement, pay to the City the amount of eight hundred sixty-

four thousand, six hundred dollars ($864,600).  
 

SECTION II:   That the City will: 

 

1. Consent to the transfer from the County and accept the jurisdiction, control, and ownership of, 

and responsibility for in full and every respect, the Transferred Highway, as of the effective 

date and payment. 

 

SECTION III:   Approval and Effect 

 

1. This Agreement, along with any agreements related hereto, including but not limited 

to the referenced ITD Agreement, will become effective when it is signed by all parties 

and then reviewed and approved by the Idaho Transportation Board. 

 
2. In the event that approval for the project from the Idaho Transportation Board is not granted, 

or that funding is not available prior to the effective date of this Agreement, this Agreement 

becomes void.  
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EXECUTION 

 

This Agreement is executed for the County by its Chair, upon authorization from the Board of 

County Commissioners, and for the City by its Mayor, upon authorization from the City Council. 

 

BLAINE COUNTY, STATE OF IDAHO 

 

APPROVED 

 

 

____________________________________ 

Chair, Board of County Commissioners 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

_____________________________________ 

County Clerk 

 

 

 

(SEAL) 

 

By regular/special meeting on 

 

________________________ 
 

 

 

      CITY OF KETCHUM, STATE OF IDAHO 

 

 

      _____________________________________ 

      Mayor  

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

___________________________ 

City Clerk 
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