
  

 

 

 
 
 

June 1, 2020 
 
Mayor Bradshaw and City Councilors 
City of Ketchum 
Ketchum, Idaho 
 
Mayor Bradshaw and City Councilors: 
 

Consideration and Approval of the Sun Valley Arts and Crafts Festival Event 
 
Recommendation and Summary  
On May 18, City Council agreed to review and approve park reservation and special event applications and 
require them to submit a COVID plan. This report provides the required information for the Sun Valley Arts and 
Crafts Festival. 
 
“I move to approve/deny the Special Events License Application submitted for the Sun Valley Arts and Crafts 
Festival.” 
 
The reasons for the recommendation are as follows: 
 

• Ketchum City Council requested the authority to review and approve all 2020 Special Events and Park 
Reservations. 

• The Sun Valley Arts and Crafts Festival has developed and submitted a COVID plan. 
• The Sun Valley Arts and Crafts Festival event provides an activity for residents and visitors. 

 
Introduction and History 
The Sun Valley Arts and Crafts Festival is in its 52nd year and is scheduled to take place from August 6 to 9 in 
Atkinson Park. The festival typically attracts 130 artists, and approximately 65 “artist guests,” with 75% of the 
artists coming from outside Idaho:  
 

• Arizona 
• California 
• Colorado 
• Florida, Georgia 
• Illinois 
• Kentucky 
• Louisiana 
• Michigan 
• Minnesota 
• Montana 
• North Carolina 

• New Mexico 
• New York 
• Ohio, Oregon 
• Pennsylvania 
• Tennessee 
• Texas 
• Utah 
• Virginia 
• Washington 
• Wisconsin 
• Wyoming 
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Currently under the State order, people arriving to Idaho from states with a high occurrence of COVID must 
quarantine for 14 days. This still may be the case in the coming months. 
 
The Festival takes place after the potential expiration date of the state’s Stage 4 reopening plan, scheduled for 
June 26.  
 
On May 26, the State of Idaho issued interim guidance for safe gatherings and public events, with planning 
recommendations for after Stage 4. The protocols direct event planners to use the practices outlined in the 
previous stages, which include allowing for groups larger than 50 people where physical distancing of six feet 
can be maintained for employees and attendees, wearing cloth face coverings in public places, providing 
adequate sanitation services, ensuring frequent disinfection of event location and regular cleaning of high-touch 
surfaces, limiting close interactions with attendees, among others. Planners should also know the level of disease 
transmission in the local community and the level of transmission in the areas from which the attendees will 
travel from. 
 
The Festival is open to the public for 22 hours over the course of three days, attracting an average of 318 guests 
per hour, totaling 7,000 guests, according to the event producer. The percentage of out-of-state attendees is 
unknown. On average, the total number of attendees and artists at the event venue will total 513 guests per 
hour.  
 
The proposed venue for the Sun Valley Arts and Crafts Festival at Atkinson Park is approximately 77,000 square 
feet. Approximately 15,000 square feet of the venue is occupied by temporary structures (tents), leaving roughly 
62,000 square feet of open space. Using a 3-foot radius per person to establish social distancing, each individual 
potentially occupies 28 square feet, allowing for 35 people per 1000 square feet. Using this formula, the 
maximum capacity for the proposed venue, assuming all attendees and artists are socially distanced and not 
members of the same household/family unit, the capacity for the venue is 2170 people.  
 
Financial Impact 
The gross sales of the Sun Valley Arts and Crafts Festival have been over $500,000 each of the past two years, 
resulting in approximately $10,000 in LOT revenue to the City of Ketchum annually. 
 
Attachments: 
 
Sun Valley Arts and Crafts Festival COVID-19 plan 
Sun Valley Arts and Crafts Covid-19 Supplemental Plan 
State of Idaho Interim Guidance for Safe Gatherings and Public Events in Idaho 
 



City of Ketchum Request for COVID-19 Plan 
 
The current COVID-19 pandemic prompted the City of Ketchum to reevaluate all existing events and 
park reservations. In order to evaluate each event and reservation, the City of Ketchum has developed 
the following request for mapping and information as outlined below. 
 
Site Plan Including Locations of the Following (Must Reflect 6 Foot Physical Distancing): 
 

• Ceremony Location 
• Seating Plan Showing Number of Guests per Table 
• Restrooms and Handwashing Stations Plan (City Restrooms are Closed) 
• Food and Beverage Station Locations 
• Stage and Dancefloor 
• High-Touch Areas (Gift Tables, Seating Card Tables, etc.) 
• Onsite Signage Including CDC Recommendations for Large Gatherings 
• Traffic Flow Signage 

 
Please Provide Answers to the Following Questions: 
 
What is your event? 
 
52nd annual Sun Valley Arts & Crafts Festival 
 
Where will your event take place? 
 
Atkinson Park (its location since 2007) 
 
How many people will attend your event? 
 
7,000 over 3 days (22 hours total of the Festival being open) 
 
What areas of the country/state will your guests be arriving from (Please List)? 
 
Idaho, Washington, Oregon, California, Montana, Wyoming, Utah, Arizona, New Mexico, Colorado, 
Wisconsin, Minnesota, Michigan, Virginia, Kentucky, North Carolina, Georgia, Florida, Louisiana, New 
York (1 TBD). 
 
What are your protocols for guests arriving from COVID hotspots? 
 
The Festival recognizes Idaho Phase 3 of re-opening, which lifts restrictions on out-of-state guests 
coming into the State. However the Festival’s policy is that Invited and confirmed artists must voluntarily 
express if they are currently, or have been in the previous 14 days prior to August 6, confirmed to be 
sick from the Covid-19 virus. If so, they are told not to travel to the Wood River Valley, and under no 
circumstances may they enter Atkinson Park. Patrons and other customers/guests will be provided 
safety protocols in pre-event advertising and via on-site signage at the most common entry points to the 
Festival. 
 



Where will your guests be staying if they are non-residents?  
                   
All artists are provided local lodging information with their invitations, which were sent out on March 
23. The Festival is not responsible for arranging lodging. Here is the precise information they 
received.               

Hotels in Sun Valley / Ketchum 
• Hotel Ketchum: 208-471-4716 or https://www.hotelketchum.com/en  
• Best Western Plus Kentwood Lodge: 208-726-4114 
• Best Western Tyrolean Lodge: 208-726-5336 
• Knob Hill Inn: 208-726-8010 or  https://www.knobhillinn.com/  
• Limelight Hotel: 855-441-2250 or https://www.limelighthotels.com/ketchum  
• Sun Valley Resort: 208-622-2251 or https://www.sunvalley.com/  
• Tamarack Lodge: 208-726-3344 / 800-521-5379 or 

https://www.tamaracksunvalley.com/  

Hotels in Hailey 
• Airport Inn: 208-788-2477 or http://airportinnhailey.com/  
• AmericInn: 208-788-7950 or https://www.wyndhamhotels.com/americinn/hailey-

idaho/americinn-lodge-and-suites-hailey-sun-valley/overview  
• Wood River Inn:  208-578-0600 / 877-542-0600 or  https://www.woodriverinn.com/  

Motels/Cabins in Bellevue 
• Silver Creek Hotel: 208-725-8282 or http://silvercreeksunvalley.com/  
• High Country Motel: 208-721-0067 or http://www.highcountrymotelbellevue.com/  

Camping in Sun Valley / Ketchum 
• Sawtooth National Recreation Area (SNRA):  https://www.recreation.gov/  

o Reservations Only: 877-444-6777 
o Recreation Area / Visitor Information 208-727-5013  

• The Meadows (RV Park): 208-726-5445 or themeadowsmanagers@gmail.com  

Camping in Bellevue 
• Riverside RV Park and Campground: 208-788-2020 or 

http://www.riversidervparkandcampground.com/ 
 
Are you allowing guests to attend who are experiencing COVID symptoms? 
 
No. The pre-event advertising and on-site signage will express this. However it will be based on an honor 
system.  
 
Will you provide face masks, hand sanitizer or gloves for your guests? 
 
We will provide all those items to our artists and their associates, and our staff and volunteers. Hand 
sanitizer will be provided in each artist booth, and in key points around the festival. Gloves and masks 
for the public will be available in limited quantities for those who request them. 
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Who will provide food and beverage at your event (if applicable)? 
 
Licensed food trucks will be part of the Festival, as before. Social Distancing parameters will be followed 
in their general spacing, and in front of their individual operation (demarcation points, lines, etc.) These 
vendors so far include KBs, Smokey Bone, SV Brewery, Toni’s Ice Cream, Sustainability Center and a 
Shaved Ice/Pizza vendor. In addition, Lorna’s Catering will provide a private breakfast for the artists on 
Saturday, August 8. Food items will be individually packaged, rather than served through a buffet line.  
 
Have your food and beverage providers issued assurance they will be following state-issued and CDC 
protocols that are in place during your event? 
 
Yes. 
 
Have your event contractors (tents, tables, chairs, florists, band/dj, etc.) provided assurance they will 
be following state-issued and CDC protocols that are in place during your event? 
 
Yes. Those vendors so far include Clear Creek Disposal, Idaho Tents & Events out of Boise, and Eagle One 
Security. 
 
What is your contingency plan in the event of a COVID outbreak? 
 
In the event of three or more confirmed cases of Covid-19 contamination proven to have been picked up 
at the Festival, the Festival will be shut down. All public will be cleared out of Atkinson Park 
immediately, and artists will be issued instructions to pack up and leave, which is normally a 4-hour 
process.  
 
 
The City of Ketchum reserves the right to revoke any permit and/or cancel any event or park reservation 
as deemed necessary in order to protect the public health and safety. In event of cancellation the City 
will reasonably work with the event or park reservation holder to accommodate rescheduling. 
 
Submitted By:  Art Daves, Festival Director 
 
 

Signed:___________   Date:   5 / 29 / 2020 



The Sun Valley Arts & Crafts Festival has taken place annually in Atkinson Park since 2007. 
The 2020 Festival will be the 52nd annual edition of the event.

The Festival features 140 artist booths, each 10'x10'. 

Some are double booths (10'x20'), thus making the artist count typically 130.

Usually about 400-450 artists apply each year. A rigorous jury process narrows this to 130 
artists who are invited. About 75% are from out of state. 

The Festival has typically featured artist demonstrations, a kids' activity area, a large picnic 
area with a music performance stage, large 40'x40' shade tents, and food trucks.

The Festival is entirely free and open to the public, and is open from 11AM - 7PM Friday, 
10AM-5PM Saturday & Sunday, for a total of 22 hours.

Typical attendance is rougly 7,000 per year. Based on this, the average Festival attendance 
per hour is 318 patrons.

The dates for the 2020 Festival are August 7-9, with move in by artists on August 6.

Total gross sales have been over $500,000 each of the past two years, resulting in about 
$10,000 in LOT revenue for the City of Ketchum annually.

Covid-19 Supplemental Plan

This plan contains the following elements in order to best meet social distancing 
and other health guidelines. For the venue, artist booths will be spaced futher 
apart, aisles will be wider, anncillary public gathering components will be 
eliminated (artist demonstrations, kids' activiity area, picnic shade tents), 
restrooms will be spaced further apart, and handwash stations will be added. In 
addition, the artist breakfast will be converted from a buffett to a single-serving 
a la carte arrangement. 

For the messaging, current health code protocols issued by the State of Idaho 
and City of Ketchum will be included on various advertisements, print pieces, 
and venue signage. 

Contents
1. Previous Festival Site Plan Arrangement
2. New Proposed Site Plan Arrangement
3. Messaging Summary
4. Patron / Attendee Social Distancing pattern (based on 318 per hour)


















