

	What are we missing�about AI?
	Premise
	At the heart of librarianship is a bond between a librarian and a citizen, formed around the library’s Jeffersonian/ Franklinian purpose in democracy and human rights.
	2. We are in the midst of a cultural revolution, not yet usefully recognized by public intellectuals, that cuts to the heart of our Jeffersonian/Franklinian relationship with citizens. AI is one of the drivers of, and characters in, this revolution.
	3. As we try to understand the impact of AI on our societal purpose we are making a “thinking error” — we are only investigating a small subset of AI.
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	4. The Jeffersonian/Franklinian role of libraries is likely to be steamrolled at the hands of Big AI.
	5. We have to get engaged and active to protect the civic purpose that libraries serve. We have the skills, community, and mandate to act! 
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