City of Kaukauna Policy on Native
Plantings

Guidelines for Utilization on City Properties

Introduction

Native plantings serve as an essential component in urban planning and environmental
sustainability. Utilizing native plants within city properties promotes biodiversity,
conserves water, and strengthens local ecosystems. This document outlines the city
policy on when and how native plantings should be implemented on city properties.

Understanding Native Plantings

Native plantings refer to the use of plant species that are indigenous to a specific
geographic area. These plants have evolved over time to adapt to the local climate, soil,
and ecosystems, making them well-suited to thrive with minimal intervention. Native
plantings support local wildlife, reduce maintenance costs, and enhance the natural
beauty of urban landscapes.

Benefits of Native Plantings

e Biodiversity: Native plants provide habitat and food sources for local wildlife,
including birds, insects, and small mammals.

e Water Conservation: Indigenous plants are adapted to local rainfall patterns,
reducing the need for irrigation and saving water.

e Low Maintenance: Native plants require less fertilizer, pesticides, and herbicides,
thus lowering maintenance costs and minimizing environmental impact.

e Soil Health: Native plants often have deep root systems that help prevent erosion
and improve soil structure.

e Aesthetic Appeal: Native plantings contribute to the unique character and natural
beauty of the local landscape.



Policy Implementation

Site Selection

City properties suitable for native plantings include parks, green spaces, road medians,
and public buildings. The selection criteria are based on:

e Environmental Conditions: Soil type, sunlight, and water availability.

e Location: Areas with high visibility or ecological significance.

e Maintenance Requirements: Locations that benefit from reduced maintenance.
e Large open spaces not needed for field space or specific programing

Planning and Design

Urban landscapers and city planners should collaborate to design plantings that align
with the local ecosystem and aesthetic goals. Considerations include:

e Plant Selection: Choosing species that are native to the region and suited to the
specific site conditions.

e Layout: Arranging plants in a manner that mimics natural groupings and
promotes healthy growth.

e Water Management: Implementing systems that support natural water usage and
drainage.

e Barrier between other properties to prevent unwanted spread on other properties

Maintenance and Monitoring

Native plantings require ongoing care and observation to ensure their success and
sustainability. Maintenance guidelines include:

e Initial Establishment: Providing adequate water and protection during the first
growing season.

e Pest Control: Monitoring for invasive species and implementing organic control
methods.

e Pruning and Weeding: Regularly maintaining plant health and appearance.

e Soil Health: Periodically testing soil quality and amending as necessary.

Community Involvement

Engaging the community in native planting initiatives fosters environmental stewardship
and civic pride. Strategies for community involvement include:



e Education: Informing residents about the benefits and importance of native
plantings through workshops, informational materials, and public events.

e Volunteer Programs: Encouraging community members to participate in planting,
maintenance, and monitoring activities.

e Partnerships: Collaborating with local environmental organizations, schools, and
businesses to support native planting efforts.

Conclusion

The implementation of native plantings on city properties is a vital step towards
promoting environmental sustainability and enhancing the urban landscape. By
selecting appropriate sites, planning and designing thoughtfully, maintaining plant
health, and involving the community, city planners can ensure the success and longevity
of native plantings. This policy serves as a comprehensive guide to utilizing native
plants in a manner that benefits both the environment and the residents of the city.



