
 

MEMO 
 

PLANNING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
 
To: Plan Commission 

From: Lily Paul, Associate Planner 

Date: March 30, 2023 

Re: Outdoor Alcoholic Beverage Area Alternative Entrance – 313 Dodge 

 

Building owner Mark Abel and business owner Kyle Megna are working with contractors to 
expand their current Outdoor Alcoholic Beverage Area (Patio/Deck/Beer Garden). This patio 
will connect to their current raised deck and be built entirely over the driveway of the property. 
The driveway is not used for vehicular service. The driveway has been used as an outdoor 
service area through a COVID-19 Temporary Outdoor Seating Permit. The extension for that 
permit has ended and this new construction will make it a permanent structure under their 
Outdoor Alcoholic Beverage Area Permit that they renew yearly with their liquor license. The 
application is attached (Exhibit 1). 
 
Please find attached the site plan for the deck (Exhibit 5). The site plan shows an ADA wheel 
chair ramp built on the west side of the property leading to the entrance. There is a stair about 
half way up the ramp as well leading to the entrance. There will be a 6 foot – 8 foot high fence 
installed on the western property line, as the use of the neighboring house is residential. This 
complies with section 12.03(11)(c)(2) of the City of Kaukauna Code of Ordinances. There is 
additional landscaping proposed along with existing landscaping that meets requirements. 
Additionally, 313 Dodge has received approval from the neighbors for this layout. (Exhibit 4).   
 
Now, 313 Dodge is seeking an alternative entrance to their building. The current site plan 
shows entrance to the outdoor alcoholic beverage area, first, before entrance through the 
Main Entrance of the premises. According to the City of Kaukauna Code of Ordinances 12.03 
(11)(e)(1): 
 

Access to the outdoor entertaining area shall only be through the main entrance to the 
Class B intoxicating liquor, Class B fermented malt beverage; and Class C premises. 
The outdoor entertaining area shall be equipped with a locking system on a fire exit 
that meets applicable fire codes. In cases where site configuration or parcel shape 
prevent a single entrance to the outdoor beverage area through the main entrance of 

https://kaukauna.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=12.03_Intoxicating_Liquor_And_Fermented_Malt_Beverages
https://kaukauna.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=12.03_Intoxicating_Liquor_And_Fermented_Malt_Beverages
https://kaukauna.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=12.03_Intoxicating_Liquor_And_Fermented_Malt_Beverages


 

the building, the Plan Commission may review the outdoor beverage area site plan and 
approve alternative entrances. 
 

To be incompliance with code, there would have to be an apparatus, like a gate, restricting 
access to the outdoor patio either from the steps to the door, or from the ramp to the door. 
This would force entrance to the building before the outdoor alcoholic beverage area, but also 
eliminate service to tables in a section that was originally proposed (Exhibit 6). Also, it would 
restrict flow for staff to serve the outdoor areas effectively. 313 Dodge feels that an 
improvement of this magnitude would ideally utilize the space as intended. 
 
The code specifically mentions “In cases where site configuration or parcel shape prevent a 
single entrance to the outdoor beverage area through the main entrance of the building, Plan 
Commission may review the outdoor beverage area site plan and approve alternative 
entrances.”  Plan Commission motion was to approve the site plan and pass on to Common 
Council for final approval. The layout of the building effects the location of the main entrance. 
The entrance faces north which makes it difficult to abide by the code, whereas if it were West 
facing. Additionally, the current deck is built off of the front of the building, so to extend that 
deck, like they are proposing, would still be in the front of the building. It is something to 
consider that they cannot relocate this area to the back of the building.  
 
Fire Inspection has no issues with the current site plan in terms of emergency exits.  
 
Police Department has no issues with the current site plan. 
 
Other things to possibly consider is their Outdoor Alcoholic Beverage Area Permit: Their 
regular business hours are only 4PM to 9PM Wednesday through Saturday (with the option of 
being open for special events Sunday – Saturday 10AM – 10PM). For the season that Outdoor 
Alcoholic Beverage Areas are in use, it is very reserved for business hours to end at 9PM. 
 
Recommendation: 
 
 It is up to the Common Council to decide whether to 
 

1. Approve the Outdoor Alcoholic Beverage Area Permit with the alternative entrance 
shown in the site plan with the following findings: 

a. The layout of the building/site and location of the entrance prohibit the 
business building to be entered before the outdoor alcoholic beverage area. 
 

2. Approve the Outdoor Alcoholic Beverage Area Permit and direct staff to work with the 
applicant to adjust the site plan without an alternative entrance. 
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UPDATED 07.06.2022

SITE PLAN REVIEW APPLICATION

PROPERTY OWNER

Name

PROPERTY INFORMATION

Described the Proposed Project in Detaii:

Proposed Gross Floor Area of-

Existing Building Height:

Proposed Building Height:

Existing Number of Off-Street Parking Spaces:

Proposed Number of Off-Street Parking Spaces:

Existing Impervious Surface Coverage Percentage:

Proposed Impervious Surface Coverage Percentage:

CITYOFKAUKAUNA 144 W 2nd street

Kaukauna. Wl 54130

920.766.6300

www.cityofkaukauna.coni
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Narrative Description: 

The intention of this project is to provide an improved patio layout as well as a more level area for tables 
and seating. It will provide better separation of the patio area from the street sidewalk by removing the 
“driveway” and creating an elevated patio as currently exists to the east of the driveway. The ADA 
accessible entrance ramp will be relocated to the west side of the property adjacent to the single-family 
residence. A solid vinyl fence is proposed at the west edge of the ramp extending from the rear of the 
single-family residence to the front setback of the residence as shown on the site plan. In discussions 
with the neighbor, it was verbally agreed to install the fence 8 ft high from the south fence termination 
point to the north side of the 1st floor windows. From this point the fence would be lowered to 6 ft. 
There was also a verbal agreement that the space between the fence and home would be landscaped 
with a stone mulch to avoid turf maintenance in this area. The current driveway apron will be removed, 
and barrier curb installed. The apron would be replaced by a 6 ft wide paved area in the terrace for 
delivery access from the street. 
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Lily Paul

From: Mark Abel <Mark@abelins.com>
Sent: Thursday, March 23, 2023 1:48 PM
To: Lily Paul
Cc: Brad Werner
Subject: FW: 313 Patio

Hi Lilly, 

Wanted you to have the below email from neighbor of 313 before today’s meeting at 4:. 

See you soon! 
Mark 

From: 313dodge <313dodge@gmail.com>  
Sent: Thursday, March 23, 2023 1:30 PM 
To: Mark Abel <Mark@abelins.com>; Jackie Abel <jackie.a.abel@gmail.com> 
Subject: FW: 313 Patio 

‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ Original message ‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Christopher McCoy <christopher.mccoy@zoho.eu>  
Date: 3/23/23 1:27 PM (GMT‐06:00)  
To: 313dodge@gmail.com  
Subject: 313 Patio  

Good afternoon, 

Just reaching out to let you know that I reviewed the 313 Dodge patio blue prints and I’m good with the 
design.  

Kind regards, 
Christopher McCoy 
311 Dodge St 
920-420-3880
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McMAHON ASSOCIATES, INC.
1445 McMAHON DRIVE  NEENAH, WI 54956

Mailing: P.O.BOX 1025  NEENAH, WI 54957-1025
PH 920.751.4200  FX 920.751.4284 MCMGRP.COM

McMAHON
DIGGERS    HOTLINE

Dial        or (800) 242-8511
www.DiggersHotline.com

KAUKAUNA
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313 DODGE
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CITY OF KAUKAUNA
OUTAGAMIE COUNTY,   WISCONSIN
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