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PLANNING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

To: Common Council

From: Dave Kittel, Director of Planning and Community Development
Date:  3/20/2025

Re: Chicken Keeping Ordinance Update

Background Information:

From the previous discussion with the council on the number limits to the permits for
chickens, the council directed staff to gather some information and draft updates to the
ordinance. Staff has reached out to the surrounding municipalities that have chicken
keeping permits to see how many active permits they have. See table below:

Municipality # active chicken keeping permits
Appleton 60
Buchanan 0

Fox Crossing They do not track # of permits.
Greenville 1
Harrison They do not track # of permits.
Kimberly 4

Neenah They do not track # of permits
but estimated 15 to 20.

Menasha 10

If the council moves forward with updating this provision in the City Ordinance staff has
noted two areas that should be updated as well. The first area is with ensuring some
language is added to ensure that setbacks from property lines and corner lot situations are
clearly addressed. Second would be to update 12.17(5) so permit holders would not need to
get permission from new owners of properties and add clear language that neighbor
permission is only needed for new applications that cannot meet requirements of 12.17(3).
See the below ordinance with proposed deletions in RED additions in



12.17 Chicken Keeping Permit

1.

Permit required. No person shall possess, keep, or harbor hens or chicks in the city
without first obtaining a chicken keeping permit, and payment to the city of a $24.00
annual chicken keeping permit fee. Permits will be issued on an annual basis
commencing the calendar year January 1 and terminating on December 31 of the
same calendar year. No more than a total of six (6) hens and/or chicks shall be
permitted to be kept for each chicken keeping permit issued. No more than one
chlcken keeplng permit shall be |ssued for any property or household

Property requirements. A coop shall be located only in the rear yard. Coops shall be
located not less than 50 feet from any side and rear lot lines, and shall be a minimum
of 100 feet from any dwelling structure and a minimum of 25 feet from any public
sidewalk

Property requirement exceptions for those properties or coop locations that do not
meet the setback requirements as set forth in paragraph (4)(c). When prior written
approval is provided from all abutting property owners that have an occupied
dwelling unit within 100 feet of proposed coop location the following coop location
requirements shall apply: A coop shall be located only in the rear yard. Coops shall
be located not less than ten feet from any side and rear lot lines, and shall be a
minimum of 25 feet from any neighboring dwelling structure or public sidewalk. The
coop must be at least 10 feet from the dwelling on the property. Corner lots may be
exempt from the 10 foot setback from property lines if, due to layout of property, the
10 foot setback cannot be met, and all other provisions can be met, provided the
coop is at least 3 feet from property lines.

New dwellings, nrew-owners. If a new dwelling unit is built upon, erif-a-new-owner
purchases; abutting property after permit is issued, the permit holder shall be
responsible for meeting all requirements set forth in this section, and shall be
required to move the coop, obtain written authorization of abutting property owners
that have an occupied dwelling unit within 100 feet, or remove the coop from the
premises within 30 days of non-compliance resulting from such new dwelling unit er
new-ownership.

Coop requirements. All chickens shall be kept in a ventilated and roofed coop with
the floor area of not less than three (3) square feet for each hen. All coops must
include an enclosed run area, and all components of the coop shall be enclosed with
wire netting or material that prevents chickens from escaping the coop and of
adequate structure to prevent predators from entering the coop. All coops must be
kept in clean and sanitary condition, and shall not cause any objectionable odor.
Chickens shall not be kept upon a vacant lot, inside a residential dwelling unit or
attachments thereto, including basements, garages, porches, sheds or other similar
structures. Chickens shall not be allowed within a residential dwelling unit.

Permit subject to review. Premises shall be subject to review by City personnel.
Where deficiencies in compliance with this section are noted upon review and/or
inspection, permits may be revoked. Upon revocation or expiration of a non-renewed
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annual chicken keeping permit coops shall be removed within 30 days of such
revocation or expiration. If the permit holder, owner or occupant fails or refuses to
remove the coop within 30 days of such revocation or expiration, the city shall enter
upon the premises and cause the coop and any animals therein to be removed and
the city shall recover the costs and expenses thereof from the property owner,
occupant, or permit holder. In addition to any other penalty imposed by this, the cost
of abating a non-compliant coop by the City shall be collected as a debt from the
owner, occupant, or permit holder, and if notice to abate the nuisance has been given
to the owner, such cost shall be assessed against the real estate as a special
charge.

Strategic Plan:
Reviewing ordinances and providing appropriate updates plays into the community of

choice aspect of the strategic plan.

Budget:
Not applicable.

Recommendation:
To forward the updates to Section 12.17 to the legislative committee for review and bring
back to council for final discussion/action.



