
MEMO 
Finance  
To: Committee of the Whole 

From: Finance Director 

Date: 11/1/2023 

Re: Tax Bill Breakdown Widget 

During the 2023 budget process and tax collection last year, it became apparent that 
property owners were eager to gain a better understanding of the allocation of their 
tax dollars. Through our years of involvement in property tax collection, we 
recognized that not all property owners fully comprehend their tax bills, and that the 
city's role is primarily that of a tax collector, with the entirety of the tax bill not being 
utilized by the City. 

In response to this, we introduced a tax dollar visualization component within the 
budget presentation. This visualization illustrates the portion of each tax dollar that 
is directed towards the city as well as the other three jurisdictions. Moreover, we 
took an additional step by developing a live "Tax Bill Breakdown" widget, which is 
now available on the city's website. This widget allows users to input any address or 
parcel number within the City of Kaukauna to access a comprehensive breakdown 
of their tax bill by taxing jurisdiction, as well as a detailed overview of how the city's 
share of the tax dollar is allocated across various areas.  

Each segment of the tax bill breakdown is explained on this webpage. For instance, 
it delineates what the City offers in contrast to the county's contributions. In the city 
tax bill breakdown, it explains what each area contributes to the city and specifies 
the portion of their property tax bill that supports that service. 

This initiative provides the public with a visual tool to better grasp the details of their 
property tax bill. It also promotes transparency in how tax dollars are utilized, 
enabling residents to engage with the process if they believe a particular service, 
they prioritize requires more attention or financial support. 

Attached are a deck of slides I will cover in a presentation and demonstration of the 
site and give a little more context to this topic.  



Tax Bill Breakdown
P r e s e n t a t i o n  t o  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  o f  t h e  W h o l e

November 1, 2023



• Understanding your tax bill
• Who is taking your tax dollar 
• How are your tax dollars being spent
• Explanation of each function of the city
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What’s in a Tax Bi l l
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• Some taxpayers only look at 
bottom number

• Some don’t realize how the bill is 
divided up
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Tax Bi l l  Example
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• The tax bill is a consolidation of four distinct taxing jurisdictions
– County
– City
– School District
– Technical Collage

• To streamline the collection and payment process municipalities are 
tasked with sending out tax bills and collecting the taxes. 

• While the City manages the collection of the first installment, a portion 
of the tax funds is subsequently distributed to the other three 
jurisdictions.

• To help the property owners better understand their tax bill we’ve create 
a page that shows then where their money is going.
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Tax Bil l  Taxing Jurisdiction
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Tax Bi l l  Breakdown Widget
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Tax Bil l  Breakdown Site
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• From the 
kaukauna.gov 
website 

• Click on the side 
menu “Tax Bill 
Breakdown” of the 
finance department 
page



• Once you’re at the page 
either type
– Address
– Parcel Number

• Click the drop‐down arrow 
and scroll to property.

• Click the Submit to pull up 
property information

**Note only the properties within 
the City of Kaukauna will be found**
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Find Property
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• Once you hit submit, a page 
will pull up with the current 
year tax bill information

• The first graph will be the 
overall tax bill broken down 
by taxing jurisdiction.

• Hover over the graph for 
more information
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Tax Bil l  breakdown graph
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Tax Bil l  Breakdown Explanation Table
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• Under the graph will be a table that explains each jurisdiction function like the 
below.  It also shows the amount each jurisdiction is charging on the tax bill
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Tax Bil l  Breakdown Explanation Table (Continued)
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• The lower part of the table shows the First Dollar and Lottery and gaming credits if 
applicable.  The last row shows the “Net” property taxes after all credits



• Like the overall tax bill breakdown, the second graph shows the City (local) portion 
of the tax bill breakdown.

• You can hover over the graph to get more information about each area as shown 
below.
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City Jurisdiction Breakdown
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City Service Breakdown Explanation Table
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• Under that graph will be a table that explains each City Service function like the 
below.  It also shows the amount each service is charging on the tax bill



Transparency of the Tax Bill Tax Dollar
• Provides a clear understanding of how your tax dollars are being used to 

enhance our City of Kaukauna community.

• High level explanation of each operation and function of the City

• With this understanding of these allocations, taxpayers are empowered to 
engage actively in the growth and development of our community

13C I T Y  O F  
K A U K A U N A



Website URL

https://kaukauna.gov/departments/finance/tax-bill-breakdown/
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Quest ions or  Comments?



THANK YOU
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