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Hawaii DPS Humpback Whales
(Data: SPLASH - Basin Wide Study: 2004-2006)

MMPA
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North Pacific Humpback Whales
(Data: SPLASH - Basin Wide Study: 2004-2006)

MMPA & ESA



US Regulations
• MMPA

- Alaska only:
100-yard Approach Regulation

• ESA

- Applies to humpbacks in AK
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Prohibit 
take

Take:
To harass, hunt, capture, 

or kill, or attempt to 
harass, hunt, capture, or 
kill any marine mammal

Harassment:  
Any act of pursuit, torment, or 

annoyance which has the 
potential to injure or disturb a 

marine mammal causing 
disruption of behavioral patterns 
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Popular Whale 
Watching Destinations

# Boats in WW Fleet 14

10

Stellwagen Bank

Friday Harbor, WA 

12
Monterey, CA

Juneau, AK 
72

Maui, HI 
45



Hervey Bay, Australia - 
The Whale Watching Capital of the World 

• 12 whale watching boats (reduced from 18)
• 1,200 whales over the season
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- 72 boats (and ⇧)
- 20 Companies
- $ back guarantee ID# 1879

“Sasha”
ID# 1538 
“Flame”
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Is ‘TAKE’ occurring in Juneau?
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Photo: Heidi Pearson
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Land-based Theodolite Studies
(Vessel disturbance)

Blubber hormone analysis 
(stress response)

Human Perceptions
(both passenger and community)

• Short-term responses

• Long-term impacts are complicated

• High community concern

• Passengers want to be CLOSE



Potential NOAA Management Tools
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● Jurisdiction related to protected species: e.g.
○ Distance to whales 
○ Vessel speed restrictions near whales
○ Underwater sound limitations 
○ # boats near whales
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Thank you!

Suzie Teerlink, Permit #14296 


