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TO: Michael LeVine, Chair, Planning Commission

BY: Teri Camery, Senior Planner, CFM 5
THROUGH: Jill Maclean, Director, AICP

PROPOSAL: The proposed ordinance would repeal CBJ 49.10.700,
Wetlands Review Board

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Forward the proposed ordinance with a
recommendation of APPROVAL to the Assembly.

KEY CONSIDERATIONS FOR REVIEW:

e The Board’s wetland permitting authority expired in approximately
2006.

e The Board has not met in its advisory role since September 2018.

e The Board’s advisory role is adequately addressed through the
agency review process.

GENERAL INFORMATION

Applicant Community Development Department
Initiated By Community Development Department
Property Affected Borough-wide

LAND USE CODE AMENDED
49.10.700 Wetlands Review Board
WORK SESSION DATES

Title 49 Committee n/a

ALTERNATIVE ACTIONS:

1. Amend: modify the proposed

ordinance and recommend
approval to the Assembly.

2. Deny: recommend denial of

the proposed ordinance to the
Assembly. Planning
Commission must make its
own findings.

3. Continue: continue the

hearing to a later date if
determined that additional
information or analysis is
needed to make a decision, or
if additional testimony is
warranted.

ASSEMBLY ACTION REQUIRED:

Assembly action is required for
this text amendment. The
Commission’s recommendation
will be forwarded to the
assembly for final action.

STANDARD OF REVIEW:

e Quasi-legislative decision

e Requires five (5) affirmative
votes for approval

e Code Provisions:
o CBJ49.10.170(d)

The Commission shall hear and decide the case per CBJ 49.10.170(d) Planning Commission Duties. The
commission shall make recommendations to the assembly on all proposed amendments to this title, zonings
and rezoning, indicating compliance with the provisions of this title and the comprehensive plan.

Fostering excellence in development for this generation and the next.
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DISCUSSION
Background -

The Wetlands Review Board (WRB) was established in 1992 as the permitting authority over low-value wetlands
categorized in the original Juneau Wetlands Management Plan. Permitting authority expired in approximately
2006. The WRB has also served in an advisory role to the Community Development Department on projects,
policies, and regulations affecting wetlands and streams. However, this role has declined over time and has largely
been replaced by comments from state and federal resource agencies. The WRB met rarely in 2017 and 2018, and
the Board’s last recorded meeting was September 20, 2018.

Section Amended -
The ordinance would repeal 49.10.700, Wetlands Review Board.

COMPLIANCE WITH TITLE 49

CBJ 49.05.100 - Purpose and intent. The purpose and Intent of Title 49 Land Use Code is:

(1) To achieve the goals and objectives, and implement the policies, of the Juneau comprehensive plan,
and coastal management program;

(2) To ensure that future growth and development in the City and Borough is in accord with the values of
its residents;

(3) To identify and secure, for present and future residents, the beneficial impacts of growth while
minimizing the negative impacts;

(4) To ensure that future growth is of the appropriate type, design and location, and is served by a proper
range of public services and facilities such as water, sewage, and electrical distribution systems,
transportation, schools, parks and other public requirements, and in general to promote public health,
safety and general welfare;

(5) To provide adequate open space for light and air; and

(6) To recognize the economic value of land and encourage its proper and beneficial use.

TITLE 49 - The proposed text amendment complies with CBJ Title 49 Land Use Code. Additionally, the proposed
amendment will not create any inconsistencies in Title 49.

Code Reference  Item Summary
49.05.100 Purpose The proposed text amendment complies with the purpose and
Statement intent of Title 49.
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COMPLIANCE WITH ADOPTED PLANS

2013 COMPREHENSIVE PLAN VISION: The City and Borough of Juneau is a vibrant State Capital that values
the diversity and quality of its natural and built environments, creates a safe and satisfying quality of life for
its diverse population, provides quality education and employment for its workers, encourages resident
participation in community decisions and provides an environment to foster state-wide leadership.

2013 COMPREHENSIVE PLAN The proposed text amendment is in compliance with the 2013 Comprehensive
Plan.

Chapter Page Item Summary
No.
5 44 Policy 5.1 The proposed text amendment supports Policy 5.1 by eliminating
unnecessary review requirements and thereby supporting a diverse
economy.

Policy 5.1. TO DEVELOP AND SUSTAIN A DIVERSE ECONOMY,
PROVIDING OPPORTUNITIES FOR EMPLOYMENT FOR ALL RESIDENTS.

The Comprehensive Plan and Housing Action Plan do not contain any policies specifically referring to the Wetlands
Review Board. The proposed ordinance generally complies with these plans because it eliminates an unnecessary
element of project review.

AGENCY REVIEW

An agency review period was not conducted.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Public Notice was provided in the March 3 and March 10, 2023 Juneau Empire Your Municipality section. No
public comments have been received to date.

FINDINGS

1. Does the proposed text amendment comply with the Comprehensive Plan and other adopted plans?
Analysis: The proposed amendment balances the varied Comprehensive Plan policies and is generally
consistent with the overall vision.

Finding: Yes. The proposed text amendment complies with the 2013 Comprehensive Plan and the 2016
Housing Action Plan.

2. Does the proposed text amendment comply with Title 49 — Land Use Code?
Analysis: The proposed amendment was drafted with the purpose and intent of Title 49 taken into account.
If approved as drafted, it will be consistent with the above purposes.

Finding: Yes. The proposed development complies with the purpose and intent of Title 49. Additionally, the
proposed amendments do not create any inconsistencies within the code.
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RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends the Planning Commission adopt the Director's analysis and findings and make a
recommendation to the Assembly to APPROVE the proposed text amendment to repeal CBJ 49.10.700,
Wetlands Review Board.

STAFF REPORT ATTACHMENT

Item Description
Attachment A Proposed Ordinance
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Presented by: The Manager
Presented:
Drafted by: R. Palmer III

ORDINANCE OF THE CITY AND BOROUGH OF JUNEAU, ALASKA
Serial No. 2022-47
An Ordinance Repealing Title 49 Provisions Related to Wetland Review
Board Authority.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE ASSEMBLY OF THE CITY AND BOROUGH OF JUNEAU, ALASKA:
Section 1. Classification. This ordinance is of a general and permanent nature and

shall become a part of the City and Borough of Juneau Municipal Code.

Section 2. Amendment of Chapter. Chapter 49.10 is amended by repealing and

reserving Article VII:

ARTICLE VII. RESERVED. WETEANDS REVIEW BOARD

Page 1 of 23 Ord. 2022-47
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Section 3. Amendment of Chapter. Chapter 49.70 is amended by repealing and

reserving Article X:
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ARTICLE X. RESERVED WETEANDS-MANAGEMENT
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Section 4. Effective Date. This ordinance shall be effective 30 days after its adoption.

Adopted this day of , 2022.
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Attest:

Elizabeth J. McEwen, Municipal Clerk
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Beth A. Weldon, Mayor
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