


 
 

Diamonds International – Juneau Retail Store Entry Remodel 
455 South Franklin Street 

Year Built: 1898 
Project Objective: 

To create a more inviting entry and improve site lines into the street level retail store that is now 
Tanzanite International (Owned and operated by Diamonds International).  Most existing features of the 
building are to be preserved including all elements above the existing marquee, the marquee itself, and 
the building addition at the south side of the property.   

The north corner of the street level has been recessed from the street significantly with a column 
“retaking” the building corner. A 5070 door pair in this recess serves as one of the two existing entries to 
the building.  The second entry is within a moderate sized recess parallel to the street.  

Option 1 Narrative: 

The new entry design pushes the exterior wall back to the sidewalk, reintroducing that “solid wall” 
element seen throughout most of Juneau’s Historic District.  The proposed recessed entry, however, is 
not small to the standards of the Late Victorian Style.  Rather it is a large bi-folding door system with one 
panel having the swing style opening with panic hardware to meet egress.  The door system would be 
made of wood and factory painted to match the existing green color of the trim elements.  When the 
doors are in the closed position, they will create that sense of large display windows that span between 
the supporting structure.  The recessed door is flanked by storefront display windows.  The window at 
the South is existing and to remain as there is a steel column and bracing there supporting the structure 
and the marquee.  The new wood window at the North will match the existing one at the south to give 
the recessed entry that flanked storefront look of the Late Victorian Style.  

 Option 2 Narrative: 

This option further maintains existing building elements than in option 1.  The north recessed entry, 
entry door, and column are maintained.  The small flanking display window “bump out” has been 
removed allowing for a larger entry door.  This entry door is proposed as a bi-folding door system like in 
Option 1.  A swing door pair with sidelite could also be used in lieu of the bi-fold door system. 

Materials: 

All proposed building elements are to match existing in material, color and profile, including the 1x12 
wood base trim, MDO plywood siding, and the wood window, door, and bulkhead trim.  New doors are 
proposed to be made with wood and factory painted to match existing green accent color.  New 
windows are to be wood.  The continued use of wood siding, trim, doors and windows match that used 
in the Late Victorian Style. 

*There is no existing outdoor mechanical equipment that would be effected in either design option.  





















From: Nycole Gizinski
To: Forrest Courtney
Cc: maria.lewis@alaska.gov
Subject: RE: historic project in juneau
Date: Monday, February 26, 2024 9:09:47 AM
Attachments: DI-Juneau_Option 2 Flat.pdf

DI-Juneau_Option 1 FLAT.pdf

Hi Forrest/Maria!
 
Sorry I haven’t had a chance to connect until now…I cannot seem to keep my head above water with
my work load, and I am terribly behind.  I attached two options I worked on and showed to the
Client.  They absolutely want to pursue Option 1 as the goal is to get the largest “opening” possible
to grab to invite as many potential customers as possible.
 
I added an option 2 that doesn’t change the façade too much in case we cannot get option 1
approved. 
 
I think I missed the deadline for March’s meeting, but hopefully this will get the ball rolling!
 
PS – I attached a historic photo that I found in the archives.  It’s the only photo that I found on the
building (To be honest I am not even 100% sure it IS the building as there is no caption saying as
such).  If it is, the façade today looks like it has been through many changes.  I have repeatedly asked
the permits department (and filled out a public records request), but have received no reply on if
there are old drawings/permits on the building that will give me more insight as to the structure
hidden behind all the drywall. I’ll be pestering them some more…
 
 
Nycole Gizinski, AIA
Architect
 

R&M Engineering-Ketchikan, Inc.
7180 Revilla Rd, Suite 300
Ketchikan, AK 99900
907.225.7917
 
 
 

From: Forrest Courtney <Forrest.Courtney@juneau.gov> 
Sent: Friday, February 9, 2024 11:05 AM
To: Nycole Gizinski <nycole@rmketchikan.com>
Subject: RE: historic project in juneau
 

mailto:nycole@rmketchikan.com
mailto:Forrest.Courtney@juneau.gov
mailto:maria.lewis@alaska.gov












Hey Nycole,

It was a pleasure sitting down with you this morning.
 
I spoke with Maria from the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO), and because the
project is privately owned and funded, our local guidelines/standards are the only
standards your clients will need to meet. Maria noted that they could investigate the tax
incentive or hold off to wait for another round of funding opportunities, which could
alleviate some costs. If you want to speak with Maria, here is her email:
maria.lewis@alaska.gov. She is incredibly helpful.
 
I've attached the 2004 As-Built, as well as a HDDR application. Feel free to let me know if
there is anything else I can provide.
 
Looking forward to reviewing your submitted materials for the project!
 
Best,
 
Forrest Courtney | Planner I
Community Development Department │ City & Borough of Juneau, AK

Location: 230 S. Franklin Street │ 4th Floor Marine View Building
Office: 907.586.0753 x4208
 

 

Fostering excellence in development for this generation and the next.

How are we doing?  Provide feedback here:  https://juneau.org/community-
development/how-are-we-doing
 
From: Nycole Gizinski <nycole@rmketchikan.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, February 7, 2024 11:52 AM
To: Forrest Courtney <Forrest.Courtney@juneau.gov>
Subject: RE: historic project in juneau
 
No worries…I will  not be late and I think an hour of introductory meeting time should be sufficient. 
Just wanting to get my ducks in a row and show you the render that was generated from the owner
to give a sense of the scope….
And I need to get to the airport around that time anyway to fly back to Ketchikan!
Nycole
 

mailto:maria.lewis@alaska.gov
http://www.juneau.org/cddftp/
https://beta.juneau.org/
https://juneau.org/community-development/how-are-we-doing
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mailto:nycole@rmketchikan.com
mailto:Forrest.Courtney@juneau.gov


From: Forrest Courtney <Forrest.Courtney@juneau.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, February 7, 2024 11:50 AM
To: Nycole Gizinski <nycole@rmketchikan.com>
Subject: RE: historic project in juneau
 

Absolutely, please know that 10 is a hard deadline as I have a meeting to attend then.
 
If you have no reservations about that, I’ll send an invite.
 
Best,
 
Forrest Courtney | Planner I
Community Development Department │ City & Borough of Juneau, AK

Location: 230 S. Franklin Street │ 4th Floor Marine View Building
Office: 907.586.0753 x4208
 

 

Fostering excellence in development for this generation and the next.

How are we doing?  Provide feedback here:  https://juneau.org/community-
development/how-are-we-doing
 
From: Nycole Gizinski <nycole@rmketchikan.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, February 7, 2024 11:48 AM
To: Forrest Courtney <Forrest.Courtney@juneau.gov>
Subject: RE: historic project in juneau
 
Oh this is just great news! Thank You!  I could drop by from 9-10am Friday morning.  Can we set it up
for then?
Nycole
 

From: Forrest Courtney <Forrest.Courtney@juneau.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, February 7, 2024 11:46 AM
To: Nycole Gizinski <nycole@rmketchikan.com>
Subject: RE: historic project in juneau
 

Good morning Nycole,
 
More than happy to help, and I appreciate you setting something up in advance.
 
Thursday availability: 2:00 PM - 4:00 PM

mailto:Forrest.Courtney@juneau.gov
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Friday availability: 9:00 AM – 10:00 AM and 11:00 AM – 1:00 PM
 
Let me know what time you’d like to come by, and we’ll get an appointment set up!
 
Best,
 
Forrest Courtney | Planner I
Community Development Department │ City & Borough of Juneau, AK

Location: 230 S. Franklin Street │ 4th Floor Marine View Building
Office: 907.586.0753 x4208
 

 

Fostering excellence in development for this generation and the next.

How are we doing?  Provide feedback here:  https://juneau.org/community-
development/how-are-we-doing
 
From: Nycole Gizinski <nycole@rmketchikan.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, February 7, 2024 9:48 AM
To: Forrest Courtney <Forrest.Courtney@juneau.gov>
Subject: historic project in juneau
 
Hi Forrest,
 
I have been hired to work on permit drawings based on a design concept by the owner.  It is altering
the façade/entry to the Tanzanite International building at 455 Franklin (Former Scandinavian
Hotel/Summit Hotel CBJ# A-19).  This would be my first project done on a building listed on the
register.  I know this is last minute, but I am traveling to Juneau tomorrow afternoon (leaving Friday
at 1:30) to take a look at the building.  I was wondering if it might be possible to meet with you and
go over the project scope, introduce you to what the client is seeking in doing, process for
submitting, etc.  If not, that’s fine, I can try to convene another time or through another method at a
later date.
 
Hope all is well and thank you for your time.
 
Nycole Gizinski, AIA, NCARB
Architect
 

R&M Engineering-Ketchikan, Inc.

http://www.juneau.org/cddftp/
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7180 Revilla Rd, Suite 300
Ketchikan, AK 99900
907.225.7917
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