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Discovery of gold in the Yukon and 
Southeast Alaska prompted a rise in the 
number of ships navigating the Inside 
Passage. Numerous groundings and 
sinkings made it clear that aids to 
navigation were needed in Alaska. 

Congress funded the first two American 
light stations to be constructed in Alaska 
– one at  Sentinel Island and the other at 
Five Finger Island – both were lit on 
March 1, 1902.
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A SHORT HISTORY OF
SENTINEL ISLAND LIGHT STATION
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1902
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1929
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Circa 1935
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Circa 1967
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1971
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GCHS TIMELINE
1996 - USCG offers lighthouses to non-profits

1997 - GCHS selected to receive 30-year lease

2000 - National Historic Lighthouse Preservation Act

2002 – Sentinel Island Light Station listed on National Register

2004 - GCHS selected to obtain deed to Sentinel Island Light Station

2006 - Quit Claim deed transferred to GCHS
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PRESERVATION AT SENTINEL ISLAND
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SAGA/Americorps
Paints Lighthouse
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Window Sash Replication and Installation
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Windows Infilled With Concrete
14



9/23/24

8

Removing 60-Year Old 10” Thick Concrete 
and Installing Replicated Windows
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Original Ball Vent
Removed in 1950s.

Replicated Ball Vent
Being Prepared for Painting
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Replicated Ball Vent 
Installed in 2018.

Lighthouse Has 
Its Crown Back.
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Past Work at Sentinel Island Supported By:
National Park Service Historic Preservation Funds
(Administered through the State of Alaska Office of History and Archaeology) 

US Lighthouse Society

Rasmuson Foundation

Fund Raising Events

Individual Donations and Contributions

Countless Hours of Volunteer Labor

Juneau Lighthouse Tours

Volunteers: Frank “E. Boy” Kriletich, Carol Fuman, Gary Gillette, Eamon 
Conheady, Matt & Jordan Calahan, Dane Harlamert, Forrest Clough, Grant 
Zwingleberg, Earl Hubbard, Mike Foster, Melissa Derr, Lissa Kramer, Joel 
Osborn, Renee Hughes, Brandon Giese, Bill and Carol Overstreet, Jerry 
Harmon, Steve Lukshin, Karen Kendrick, Lee Redburn, SAGA/Americorps, 
David Dreyer, Pam & Ken Brewer, John Stone, Nikki Germain, Bill 
Shattenberg, Matt Mielke, Philip Moser, Maika Piukala, Pendalton Cutnose, 
Jessica Piukala, Kristi Swanson. Contributors: Bill Leighty & Nancy 
Waterman, Greg Brown, Era Helicopters, Alaska Office of History & 
Archaeology, Kirby Day, U.S. Lighthouse Society, Rasmuson Foundation, 
Miss Scarletts, V’s Cellar Door, Spice Restaurant, Juneau Lighthouse Tours. 

Our apologies if we missed someone.
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Continuing Work at Sentinel Island
The Gastineau Channel Historical Society received two recent grants to continue 

preservation work at Sentinel Island Light Station in 2024 and 2025.

Grant One
 Program: Maritime Heritage Preservation (MHP)

 Grantee: National Park Service – Department of the Interior
 Project: Rehabilitation of Support Buildings at Sentinel Island Light Station

Grant Two
 Program: Historic Preservation Funds (HPF)

 Grantee: National Park Service – Department of the Interior
 Project: Sentinel Island Lighthouse Exterior Rehabilitation

Both grants are administered through the Alaska Office of History and Archaeology

19

BLACKSMITH SHOP – EXISTING CONDITIONS

Top Left to Right - Front Elevation; North Side Elevation; Window Elevation.

Middle Left to Right – South Side Roof; Roof Eave and Rake Detail.

Left – Front Double Door.
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HOIST HOUSE – EXISTING CONDITIONS
Top Left to Right – Front Elevation; Shed Roof ; Rear Elevation.

Left – Front Door.

Middle Left to Right – South Elevation; Window from Interior.
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LIGHTHOUSE – EXISTING CONDITIONS
Top Left to Right – Aerial View; Rotted Door Jamb; Window Elevation.

Middle Left to Right –Roof Area; Stairs to Front Door.

Left – Front Elevation with Department of Commerce Logo.
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LIGHTHOUSE - WORK NOTES

Top Left to Right – South and East Elevations; North and 
West Elevations.

Left – Section and Roof Plan.

23

24


