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ADVISORY COMMITTEE, BOARD OR COMMISSION 
APPLICATION 

 
I REQUEST APPOINTMENT TO (Circle one) 

 
Cemetery Committee Housing Authority Planning and Zoning Commission 

 
 

FIRST AND LAST NAME:  Jessica Salo  
 

EMAIL ADDRESS: jessica.salo@gmail.com  PHONE NUMBER:  307-752-2154  
 

RESIDENCE ADDRESS (Street, City, State, Zip) 
 
 343 Alder Avenue, Johnstown, CO 80534 
 

MAILING ADDRESS - if different than above (Street, City, State, Zip) 
 
 
 

HOW LONG HAVE YOU LIVED IN JOHNSTOWN? 3 years                      
 

OCCUPATION & EMPLOYER: 
 
 Associate Professor, University of Northern Colorado 
 

VOLUNTEER AND/OR WORK EXPERIENCE: 
 
 Associate Professor, Department of Geography, GIS, and Sustainability, UNC 2013 – present  
 
 Board Member, Poudre Heritage Alliance, 2019 - present 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Continue to next page for questionnaire. 
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1. Are you presently serving on Town Council or on an appointed committee, board or 
commission? If so, which one(s)? 

 
No 

 

2. Why do you wish to be appointed? 
 
Johnstown has a lot of potential and is experiencing a lot of growth. I would love to see the  
town develop into a vibrant and connected community, and I have the skills to assist in that. 

 

3. List any abilities, skills, or interests which are applicable to the position for which you 
are applying: 

 
 
I am extremely analytical and have strong technical skills. My research investigates various 
human and environmental factors along the Colorado Front Range and Eastern Plains, with a 
strong focus on water resources. I am familiar with land and water use regulations and 
development. I have experience developing strategic plans for departments and 
organizations. 

 
 

4. Are you committed to attending meetings? Yes                                     
5. Are you committed to serving an entire term? Yes                                     

 

6. Please specify any activities which might create a serious conflict of interest if you 
should be appointed to a particular board, commission or committee. 

 
I cannot think of any. 

 
 

7. Although you are not required to have extensive knowledge or experience related to 
the board, commission or committee, please list any licenses, certificates or other 
specialized training applicable to the board, commission or committee for which you 
are                       applying. 

 
I have taken multiple land use planning classes and am familiar with the local zoning 
ordinances. Although it was more than two decades ago, I worked as a planning 
intern during college.  
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8. Additional information or references you believe may be helpful in considering your 
application. 
 
Kathleen Benedict, Executive Director, Poudre Heritage Alliance 
Phone: :  970-295-4851    Email: kbenedict@poudreheritage.org  
 
James Doerner, Direct Supervisor, Department Chair, Department of Geography, GIS, 
and Sustainability at the University of Northern Colorado  
Phone: 970.351.2733    Email: james.doerner@unco.edu  
 

 

9. If you are not appointed at this time, are you interested in serving in the future? 

(Circle one) YES NO 

10. May we contact you in the future if a vacancy opens? 

(Circle one) YES NO 

10. What interests you most / least about the position? 
 
The potential to have a lasting, positive impact on the community is the most 
interesting aspect of the position. Additionally, I like to be engaged in my 
community and I believe my skillset is best fitted for the Planning and Zoning 
Commission. 

 
11. What do you like most / least about the Town of Johnstown? 

 
I like the small town feel and the commitment to retaining agriculture as part of the 
heritage of the town. I would like to see the western neighborhoods more connected 
to the downtown, making it possible for residents to safely walk or bike to business 
on Parish Avenue and the surrounding areas. 

 

12. What would you like to see the Town accomplish in the next two (2) years? 
 
I would like to see safe, non-motorized vehicle paths connecting the western 
neighborhoods and new schools to the downtown area. I would also link to see an 
increase in activity and engagement with local businesses in the downtown area.  
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13. What is your philosophy on growth? 
 

I believe that growth is unavoidable and can be achieved in a way that is economic 
sound, strengthens connections within communities, and preserves the heritage of 
a community, while also protecting the natural world. There is a lot of potential in 
growing communities, and I believe Johnstown is in a good position to manage 
growth in a way that will ensure a great future. 

 

14. What changes would you like to see occur in the Town of Johnstown? 
 
I would like to see safe, non-motorized vehicle paths connecting the western 
neighborhoods and new/proposed schools to the downtown area and more safely 
connected to the western neighborhoods. I would like to see locations and 
businesses in the downtown area be developed to grow connections within the 
community. The YMCA is doing a great job of this and I would love to see this 
continue.  

 
15. Why should you be appointed? 

 
I was raised on a working farm in a rural area and worked in oil and gas 
before moving to Colorado and obtaining my PhD. These life experiences 
provide an unique perspective that can be of great value to a community, 
such as Johnstown, that is juggling multiple land uses and rapid residential 
development. I have knowledge of rural Colorado and technical and analytical 
skills that will benefit the Planning and Zoning Commission. 

 
 
 

Signature Date  60/10/2021  
 
 
 
 

*Please complete this form in its entirety using the space provided and return to the 
Town Clerk by emailing a scanned copy to dseele@townofjohnstown.com or by 

dropping it off at Town Hall (450 S. Parish Ave, Johnstown, CO 80534). With questions, 
please call 970-587-4664. 
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